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Luke,  ii.  13,  14, 

*1nd  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude 
of  t/ie  heavenly  hostj  braising  Gody  and  saying ; 
Glory  to  God  in  the  highest ^  and  on  earth  peace ^ 

good'Wi/l  towards  men. 


s 


T.  Paul,  having  said,  **  Without  controversy, 
*^  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness ;  God  was  mani- 
"  Test  in  the  flesh,"  adds  among  other  things,  that  he 
"  was  seen  of  angels."  These  heavenly  worshippers 
fiair  the  Lord  of  glory,  their  Creator  and  Sovereign, 
clothed  with  human  flesh,  and  laid  as  an  infant  in  a 
manger ;  they  saw  him  tempted  by  the  devil  in  the 
wilderness,  and  ministered  to  him  when  he  had  over- 
come  the  enemy ;  they  were  spectators  of  his  transfi* 
guration  on  the  mount,  and  of  his  agony  in  the  gar- 
den ;  they  beheld  him  expire  on  the  cross ;  they  at- 
tended his  glorious  resurrection  and  ascension  ;  and 
when  he  was  exalted  in  human  nature  to  the  mediato- 
rial throne,  they  did  him  homage,  and  joined  the  re^ 

deemed  in  singing,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 

I.  ■  ■  ■  I      I  ■         -1,1.1  — • 

•  Preachf d  on  Christjnas  Day,  17^. 
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"  slain,  to  receive  power,. and  riches,  and  wisdom, 
^'  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bless- 
"  ing.*"  For  when  the  Father  **  bringeth  in  the  First- 
**  begotten  into  the  world,  he  sailh,  And  let  all  the 
**  angels  of  God  worship  him.f  Finally  they  will  be 
attendant  and  ministering  servants,  when  Christ  shall 
come  to  raise  the  dead  and  judge  the  world. 

In  taking  occasion  from  the  present  festival  to  dis- 
course on  a  subject,  with  which  we  should  be  con- 
vcrsant  at  every  season  of  the  year,  I  shall, 

I.  Make  some  remarks  on  the  event  celebra- 
ted by  the  heavenly  host. 

II.  Explain  their  song  of  exalted  praise  and 
adoration. 

III.  Endeavour  to  bring  the  matter  home  t« 
ourselves  by  some  practical  deductions. 

And  may  the  Lord  himself  direct  and  bless  our 
meditations ;  that  we  may  be  animated  and  assisted, 
in  '*  keeping  a  day  unto  the  Lord,'*  after  a  holy  and 
heavenly  manner ;  and  not  in  conformity  to  the  con- 
rupt  and  carnal  fashion  of  those,  who  turn  a  Chris- 
tian soffmnity  into  a  bacchanalian  carnival ! 

I.  Le.t  us  reflect  on  the  event,  which  was  celebra- 
ted by  the  heavenly  host. 

A  poor  woman  named  Mary,  of  the  family  of  Da- 
vid, espoused  to  a  carpenter  residing  at  Nazareth,  a 
place  branded  with  infamy,  came  with  her  husband  to 
Bethlehem,  in  obedience  to  a  decree  of  Cjesar  Augus- 
tus :  and  there  being  "  no  room  Jbr  them  in  the  inn,'' 
which  was  occupied  by  superior  people,  they  were 


•    Rev.  V.  9—14.  t   Hcb.  i.  6/ 
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lodged  in  a  stable.  In  this  situation  Mary  was  deli- 
rercd  of  a  son,  whom  she  wrapped  in  swaddling 
dodies,  and  laid  in  a  manger.—  Nothing  at  first  sight 
appears  remarkable  in  this  event,  except  the  extremely 
mean  and  inconvenient  accommodation  made  for  the 
poor  woman  and  her  infant ;  and  the  unfeeling  neglect 
shewn  to  a  person  in  her  circumstances  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Bethlehem.     Indeed  the  afiair  seems  scarcely 

• 

to  have  been  noticed  in  that  city  :  and  we  do  not  find 
that  it  was  heard  of  at  Jerusalem,  till  the  child  was 
presented  at  the  temple  according  to  the  law  of  Moses ; 
when  a  few  persons  of  eminent  piety  were  made  ac- 
quainted with  it.  The  rulers,  scribes,  and  priests  in 
general  knew  nothing  of  these  transactions ;  till  wise 
men  firom  tlie  east  came  to  enquire  after  the  new-born 
King,  and  to  do  him  homage.  Then  indeed  a  consi* 
derabic  degree  of  attention  was  excited ;  and  the  tyrant 
Herod  caused  the  infants  about  Bethlehem  to  be  cruelly 
murdered,  in  hopes  of  destroying  one,  whom  he  dread- 
ed as  the  rival  of  his  authority.  Soon  after,  however, 
the  report  seems  to  have  been  forgotten.  The  child 
bom  at  Bethlehem  was  brought  up  at  Nazareth  wilh 
Joseph  the  carpenter,  and  doubtless  earned  his  bread  at 
that  laborious  trade ;  till  at  length  he  entered  on  his 
publick  ministry,  which  he  closed  by  an  ignominious 
death  upon  a  cross.  Thus  "  he  grew  up  before  the 
"  LfOrd  as  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry 
"  ground ;  he  had  no  form  or  comeliness ;  and  when 
•'  the  people" saw  him,  there  was  no  beauty  that  they 
*'  should  desire  him :  he  was  despised  and  rejected  of 
*'  men,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief.*" 


•  Isa.  liii.  2,  3. 
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And  if  the  Jews  knew  little  of  tlie  infant  at  Bethlehem, 
«nd  the  carpenter's  son  at  Nazareth ;  the  gentile  rulers^ 
conquerors,  and  philosophers  were  entirely  unacquaint- 
ed with  hini.  All  over  the  earth,  which  he  came  to 
bless,  he  was  disregarded  or  despised :  yet  angels  wit- 
nessed and  celebrated  his  birth  with  admiring  songs  of 
praise! 

These  blessed  spirits,  free  from  guilt,  and  perfect  in 
holiness,  want  not  a  Saviour.  "They  excel  in 
^<  strength,  and  do  the  Lord's  commandments,  heark- 
"  ening  to  the  voice  of  his  words.*"  Their  capacities 
for  wisdom  and  understanding  are  very  great ;  their 
judgment  and  taste,  for  what  is  beautiful  and  glorious, 
are  exa<!^tly  conformable  to  those  of  the  holy  God 
whom  they  adore :  and  the  hope  of  being  at  length 
made  like  them,  and  equal  to  them,  should  excite  a 
noble  ambition  and  emulation  in  every  human  heart. 
But  the  event  which  had  taken  place  at  Biethlchem, 
and  which  we  this  day  commemorate,  appeared  to 
them  of  the  greatest  possible  importance,  and  worthy 
to  be  cdebrated  with  their  most  rapturous  adoration^. 

In  the  in&nt  laid  in  a  manger  they  recognized  the 
"  Seed  of  the  woman,"  the  spotless  offspring  of  a 
virgin-motber,  who  was  to  come  and  "  bniise  the 
"  Serpent's  head :"  and  "  the  Seed  of  Abraham,  in 
"  wlK>m  all  nations  should  be  blessed.''  They  knew, 
that  Mary  was  come  to  Bethlehem,  according  to  the 
purpose  of  God,  that  the  ancient  prophecy  might  be 
fulfilled.  "  But  thou,  Bethlehem- Ephratah,  though 
'*  thou  be  little  among  the  thousands  of  Judah ;  yet 
**  out  of  thee  shall  he  come  forth  unto  me,  that  is  to 


¥^ 


•  Ps.  cui.  30. 
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"  be  ruler  in  Israel ;  whose  goings  forth  have  been 
"  fiom  of  cid,  from  everlasting.  *  *'  They  saw  "  the 
^  Desire  of  all  nations,''  actually  come ;  f  and  they 
cdebra^  the  accomplishment  of  Isaiah's  prediction^ 
*^  Unto  us  a  Child  is  bom,  unto  us  a  Son  is  given ; 
'*  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder ;  and 
*^  hb  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor, 
The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father,  The 
Prince  of  Peace.  X^  One  of  the  company  therefore 
said  to  the  poor  shepherds,  ^^  Fear  not,  for  behold  I 
**  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be 
*^  to  all  people :  for  unto  you  is  bom  this  day,  in  tlie 
*•  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ,  the  Lord.'* 
They  could  not  s^y,  '^  Unto  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto 
us  a  Son  is  "  given  :'*  "  for  verily  he  took  not  on  him 
'^  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  seed  of 
"  Abraham,  i  "  He  came  into  the  world  to  be  a  Sa- 
viour :  he  was  the  Christ,  the  promised  Messiah,  the 
anointed  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King ;  yea,  he  was 
"  The  LoHD,'*  **  The  second  man  is  the  Lord  from 
"  heaven.'*  "  His  name  is  Emmanuel :"  for  '*  God 
"  is  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself.*' 

"  The  Word,  who  was  in  the  beginning  with 
*'  God,  and  who  was  God,  by  whom  all  things  were 
"  made,  and  without  whom  was  not  any  thing  made 
"  that  was  made,'*  "  was  now  made  flesh  and  dwelt 
*'  among  us  ;'*  and  angels  first  beheld  *^his  glory, 
"  the  glory  as  of  the  only-begotten  of  the  Father.  ||  *• 
They  saw  him,  "  who  being  in  the  form  of  God, 
**  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,'* 
**  make  himself  of  no  reputation,  take  upon  him  the 

•  Mic.  V.  3.         t  H»g.  ii.  7.        \  Isa.  ix.  6.         4  llcb.  ii.  U-^ICk 

I  J«hn,  i.  1—14. 
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**  form  of  a  servant,  and  the  likeness  of  man ;  that  be- 
*'  ing  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  might  become 
**  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.*" 
With  astonishment,  they  witnessed  him,  "  by  whom 

all  things  were  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that 

are  in  earth,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions, 
"  or  principalities,  or  powers; — for  whom  all  things 
**  are  created; — and  by  whom  all  things  consist;" 
they  witnessed  this  glorious  Creator  and  Lord  of  all 
"  come  in  the  flesh;"  that  he  might  be  the  visible 
^*  Image  of  the  invisible  God;"  and  as  Head  of  the 
church,  inherit  all  things,  and  have  "  in  all  things  the 
**  pre-eminence  :  for  it  pleased  the  Father  that  in  him 
**  should  all  fulness  dwell,  f 

Into  "  these  things  the  angel  sdesire  to  look:" 
here  they  contemplate  with  fixed  attention  and  unwea- 
ried  admiration ;  for  they  behold  **  in  the  church  the 
**  manifold  wisdom  of  God.'*  The  heavenly  host 
knew  who  the  infant  in  the  manger  was,  and  for  what 
ends  he  came :  they  were  ready  to  adore  the  Child 
born  as  the  mighty  God :  they  recognized  their  Crea- 
tor and  Lord,  under  this  disguise  ;  and  with  good  old 
Simeon  they  viewed  him  as  "  the  Light  of  the  gen- 
"  tiles  and  the  Glory  of  his  people  Israel.'' 

In  this  humble  scene  they  saw  the  opening  of  that 
grand  design,  which  had  been  shadowed  forth  by  the 
ceremonies  of  the  law,  and  of  which  the  prophets  from 
tlie  beginning  had  excited  the  highest  expectations : 
that  design  which  had  been  obscurely  intimated  when 
Adam  sinned,  and  gradually  unfolding  for  about  foui 
thousand  years.     "  The  great  mystery  of  godliness, 


•  PhU.  U.  6— «.        -j-  Col.  i.  15—19.    Hcb.  i.  1—3. 
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^*  God  manifested  in  the  flesh  »'^  now  actually  realized, 
ailed  forth  the  amazement,  and  enlivened  the  a&c* 
tions  of  these  heavenly  worshippers;  and  dictated 
that  zealous  song  of  adoring  praise,  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  our  present  meditation. 
II.  Then,  we  proceed  to  explain  the  song  itseUl 
Giory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good- will  to  men."  The  angels  x^lebiated  the 
pndses  of  God,  and  congratulated  the  happiness  of 
man,  with  most  fervent  love  and  joy,  **  To  you," 
O  ye  sons  of  men,  *^  is  bom  a  Saviour,  who  is  Christ, 
"  the  Lord :"  we  exult  in  your  felicity,  "  we  rejoice 
^^  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth :"  ^  how  much 
'  greater  then,  must  be  our  joy  and  gladness  at  the 
*  nativity  of  Him  who  is  come  to  stoop,  suffer,  and 
'  die,  that  he  may  *'  be  exalted  as  a  Prince  and  Sa- 
*'  viour,  to  pve  repentance  and  remission  of  sins?" 
It  b  very  affecting  to  compare  the  conduct  of  tlie 
heavenly  host,  in  this  respect,  with  that  of  men  in  ge- 
neral,  who  neglect  or  oppose  the  message  of  salvation, 
and  despise  the  glorious  Redeemer.  But  angels 
know  our  real  character  and  condition  :  while  we  are 
blinded  with  pride  and  prejudice,  and  are  extremely 
unwilling  to  be  convinced  that  we  deserve  destruction ! 
or  so  taken  up  with  '^  the  world,  and  the  things  that 
*'  are  in  the  world,"  that  we  disregard  the  important 
interests  of  eternity ! 

In  considering  the  hymn  of  praise  before  us,  we 
may  perhaps  begin  to  best  advantage  with  the  con- 
cluding sentence,  "  Good-will  to  men.  '* — The  bless- 
ed angels  had  witnessed  the  creation  of  the  earth, 
*•  when  these  morning- stars  sang  together,  and  all  the 
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^^  sons  ofGod  shouted  fix*  joj;*"  far  in  that  augua 
transaction  thqr  saiw  the  immnwty  of  their  Creator' 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness.  With  artonishmen 
and  awe  they  hdield  also  die  fidl  of  d»r  oompeers; 
and  when  *'  God  spared  not  the  ai^^  that  sinned< 
**  but  cast  them  down  to  hell,  and  delivered  them  into 
*^  chains  of  daiioiess  to  be  reserved  unto  judgment,  f'* 
they  adored  his  righteous  severity  against  the  rebel- 
lious, and  his bdy  abhorrence  of  sin;  and  they  recei- 
ved instruction  of  inestimable  value  fixmi  the  impres- 
sive  solenm  scene.  They  saw  too  the  fidl  of  man ; 
and  probably  expected  that  vengeance  would,  with 
unabated  vehemence,  seize  in  like  manner  upon  him; 
not  conceiving  that  a  God  of  infinite  purity  and  justice 
could  pos^Uy  shew  mercy  and  kindness  to  rebels 
and  apostates.  No  doubt  they  heard  the  first  intima- 
tion of  favour  to  our  offending  parents,  mixed  with 
the  solemn  denunciation  of  death,  and  all  die  woes 
that  preceded  it :  and  this  must  have  excited  a  pe- 
culiar attention  to  so  new  and  interesting  a  discovery 
of  the  divine  perfi^tions. 

From  that  crisis,  they  had  been  witnesses  and  mes« 
sengers,  both  of  the  Lord's  mercy  and  of  his  indigna-* 
tion,  towards  the  human  race.  Numerous  opportu- 
nities had  been  afforded  them,  in  the  history  of  man- 
kind, of  learning  the  fatal  effects  of  transgression,  and 
the  power  of  divine  WTath.  The  deluge ;  the  tremen- 
dous doom  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ;  the  desolations  of 
Eg}'pt;  the  severities  inflicted  on  the  devoted  Ca- 
naanitcs ;  the  judgments  executed  even  on  offending 
Israel,  in  the  wilderness  and  Canaan,  and  by  the 
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Babylonish  captivity ;  were  so  many  illustrations  of 
tbe  justice  of  God,  and  his  holy  abhorrence  of  ini- 
quity. But  at  the  same  time  his  patience  and  bounty 
towards  ^nful  men,  his  gracious  interpositions  in  be. 
half  of  his  people,  the  intimations  and  predictions  of 
a  Saviour,  the  promises  given  to  believers,  and  the 
actual  salvation  of  numbers,  shewed  his  good- will  td 
mankind;  and  his  readiness  to  pity,  help,  and  re- 
lieve them,  as  £ir  as  could  consist  with  the  honour  of 
his  name,  and  the  interest  of  his  universal  and  ever- 
lasting kingdom. 

Yet  in  the  infant  lying  in  the  manger  at  Bethle- 
hem^  the  angels  had  such  a  discovery  of  the  Lord's 
good-wiU  to  metij   connected  with  his  detestation  of 
their  sins,  as  had  never  hitherto  attracted  their  notice 
or  raised  their  expectations.     They  no  doubt,  before 
tjiigj  had  some  general  conception  of  the  plan  formed 
br  infinite  wisdom  and  everlasting  love :  perhaps  tbe 
whole  had  been  fully  notified  to  them.     Yet  when  the 
stupendous  design  was  thus  far  accomplished ;  their 
previous  admiration  of  the  ineffable  condescension, 
compassion,  and  love  of  the  holy  and  glorious  Lord 
God  towards  lost  sinners,  whose  multiplied  and  liein- 
ous  crimes  had  so  long  called  loudly  for  vengeance, 
V2S  far  exceeded,  and  as  it  were  swallowed  up  in  in- 
cipressible  astonishment.     Good-will  to    man!    to 
guihy,  polluted,  ungrateful  man !  to  idolatrous,  im- 
pious, and  blaspheming  man !  This  overwhelmed  the 
bfessed  angels  with   amazement,    and    tuned   their 
fccarts  to  adoring  praises :  and  these  reflections  must 
lave  the  same  effect  on  all,  who  have  just  views  of 

ic  majesty  and  glorious  holiness  of  God,  the  nature 
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and  desert  of  sin,  and  the  wonderful  plan  of  redempi 
tion. — ^*  God  commendeth  his  love  to  us  in  that 
"  while  we  were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us.'? 
**  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
^^  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  ibr 
**  our  sins.*" 

This  good- will  of  God  to  men  is  mere  compassion 
and  benevolence,  not  approbation  or  complacency. 
The  crimes,  dispositions,  and  characters  of  the  crea-> 
tures,  thus  beloved,  were  unspeakably  hateful  in  his 
holy  eyes :  and  none  of  his  protestations  against  sin  are 
so  decided  and  energetick,  as  that  which  principally  de- 
clares his  love  to  sinners.  The  compassion  and  tender- 
ness, which  induce  virtuous  and  pious  persons,  at- 
great  expence,  to  relieve  those  pitiable  objects  whose 
crimes  have  rendered  them  miserable ;  in  order  that  an 
attempt  may  be  made  to  rescue  them  from  temporal  and 
eternal  ruin,  is  a  very  distant  imitation  of  the  love 
shewn  by  our  God  to  sinners,  in  giving  hb  Son  to  ht 
their  Saviour,  even  while  he  declares  them  to  be  deser- 
ving  of  his  everlasting  wrath  and  abhorrence.  The 
heinousness  of  oi?r  crimes,  the  contrariety  of  our  di&* 
positions  to  tlie  divine  purity,  the  great  things  he  hath 
done  to  make  way  for  our  salvation,  and  the  inestima« 
ble  blessings  prepared  for  us,  combine  to  illustrate 
tlie  riches  of  his  mercy  and  the  immensity  of  his  good- 
ness. The  love  of  the  Father,  in  giving  his  only-be- 
gotten  and  well-beloved  Son  ;  the  love  of  the  Son  in 
most  willingly  assuming  our  nature,  that  he  might 
give  himself  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins ;  and  the  love  of 

•  Rom.  V.  6—10.    1  John,  iv,  10. 


the  Spirit,  in  preparing  our  hearts  to  receive  this  anlw 
vation,  and  in  making  us  meet  for  ihe  heavenly  in- 
heritance,  demand  our  ivarmest  gratitude  nnd  most 
fervent  praises;  while  we  give  "  glory  to  the  Father, 
•'  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit,"  into  uhoso 
Dame  vre  were  baptized. 

Before  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  special  tokens 
of  the  Lord's  good-will  to  men  were  principally  con- 
fined to  the  people  of  Israel ;  and  he  had  sufiered  all 
other  nations  to  walk  in  their  own  ways.  But  in  the 
child  lx>rn  at  Bethlelien\  the  angels  saw  him,  ivho  was 
appointed  for  "  Salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 
The  partition-wall  was  about  to  be  removed;  the 
good  tidings  of  a  Saviour,  even  Christ  the  Lotc), 
•were  speedily  to  be  proclaimed  to  all  people  without 
distinction  ;  and  thus  a  proposal  of  mercy  and  every 
bleSMng,  *'  without  money  and  without  price,"  would 
be  made  to  persons  of  all  characters  and  descriptions, 
wot  cxoqitiDg  tbe  vilest.  Nay,  all  men  every  wboc 
voidd  be  comnunded  to  repent :  and  the  ambassadors 
of  Christ  would,  in  his  stead,  and  as  if  God  besought 
Aem  by  thdr  mouth,  beseech  them  to  be  reconciled  • 
to  God.  Tbe  fUUest  assurances  were  diiis  about  to 
be  givcD,  that  the  loving  Saviour  would  ^reject  none, 
many  account  whatever,  who  came  to  him  for  life 
md  godfincss;  aod  exceedingly  great  and  predous 
I  [rainises,  together  with  the  institution  of  sacred  or- 
ices  as  meatu  of  grace,  would  conctir  in  encour- 
1 1^1^  sinaers  of  every  nadon  to  seek  tbe  blessings  of 
I  amiil  life,  iritbout  fearing  a  denial  or  disappoint- 
L— -AU  this  doubdess  and  £ir  moi*e  was  percei< 
I  ltd  t^  the  heavenly  host,  when  they  proclaimed 


20  SERMON    I. 

*>  Good-will  to  men,''  in  celebrating  the  nativity  of  out 
Emmanuel ! 

They  sang  also  "  Peace  on  earth."    They  had 
witnessed  the  fetal  eflfects  of  the  creature's  yenturing 
to  oppose  the  Creator's  will,  and  become  hb  enemies* 
They  had  seen  angels,  as  it  were,  declare  war  against 
the  Almighty ;  and  even  when  cast  out  of  heaven, 
employing  all  their  liberty  in  carrying  on  the  same 
desperate  and  ruinous  hostilitii^.    They  beheld  man 
seduced  to  join  the  apostate  rebels,  and  become  ene- 
mies to  God  by  wicked  works ;  and  then,  instigated  by 
enmity  to  increasing  iniquity.     The  earth  filled  with 
tears,  groans,  and  miseries;   the  universal  victory 
and  triumph  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  the  subse* 
quent  doom  of  impenitent  and  unreconciled  lunners, 
w'ere  the  consequences  which  angels  had  witnessed  of 
man's  infetuated  contest  against  his  omnipotent  Crea- 
tor.—They  had  been  spectators  likewise  of  all  the 
cruel  wars,  which  men  in  every  age  had  waged  against 
each  other :  and  of  all  the  dire  effects  of  ambition, 
envy,  revenge,  and  insatiable  rapacity  or  cruelty, 
from  the  day  when  Cain,  the  first  murderer,  embru« 
ed  his  handi  in  his  brother's  blood.    What  then  must 
have  been  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  these  benevo- 
lent spirits,  while  witnessing  the  murders,   massa- 
cres, battles,  sieges,  and  persecutions,   which  have 
wasted  the  human  species,  and  increased  the  miseries 
of  the  world  to  a  degree  that  exceeds  all  calculation  ? 
What  did  they  thmk  of  the  lavish  encomiums,  be- 
stowed,  almost  unanimously,  on  the  most  skilful, 
prosperous,  and  unfeeling  of  these  butchers  of  man- 
kind?   What  estimate  did  they  form  of  man's  heart, 
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and  of  the  vaunted  dignity  of  human  nature ,  the  milk 
of  human  kindness,  and  the  sufficiency  of  reason  to 
guide  us  to  virtue  and  happiness  ?  Beholding  inces- 
msAj  diese  horrid  spectacles,  what  could  holy  angels 
diink  of  man,  but  that  he  was,  as  it  were,  a  younger 
brother  of  the  original  murderer,  delightmg  in  the 
same  work,  and  deeming  no  other  employment  so 
honourable  ?  What  could  they  think  of  the  earth,  but 
that  it  was  in  many  respects  a  counterpart  of  hell ; 
and  that  it  wotdd  have  beeti  so  more  entirely,  had  it 
not  been  fix*  the  good- will  of  God 'to  men  ? 

I  mean  not,  my  brethren,  to  declaim  against  the 
pcofesaon  of  arms,  or  to  condemn  all  rulers  and  na- 
tions that  engage  in  war.  Some  soldiers  have  been^ 
and  scmie  are.  Christians :  but  their  profession  is  their 
cross,  and  its  duties  their  self-denial;  they  would  not 
willingly  engage  in  any  war  of  ambition,  rapacity,  or 
revenge ;  but  they  readily  face  danger,  and  endure 
hardship,  in  defence  of  their  country.  The  more  we 
hate  war  and  long  for  peace,  the  greater  are  our  obli- 
gations to  such  men,  as  thus  expose  themselves  to 
guard  us  against  injurious  assailants ;  and  the  more 
fervently  we  ought  to  pray  for  their  protection  and 
success.  In^the  present  state  of  the  world,  war  is  a 
necessary  evil,  and  often  quite  unavoidable  :  and  that 
not  merely  when  a  nation  is  directly  attacked ;  for 
there  are  many  other  ways,  by  which  the  rapacious 
and  ambitious  may  render  a  neighbouring  country 
incapable  of  defending  its  liberties  and  possessions ; 
and  these  can  only  be  counteracted  by  vigorous  oppo- 
sition. Nor  are  private  individuals  generally  compe. 
tent  to  decide  what  wars  are  necessary  and  justifiable, 
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or  the  contraiy :  in  this  respect  rulers  must  give  aa 
account  to  God  for  their  conduct.  But  wars  prooeed 
cuiginally  from  the  lusts  of  men's  hearts,^  and  fintnn 
the  wicked  one ;  God  employs  them,  as  he  does  hur« 
ricanes,  earthquakes,  or  pestilences,  as  executioners 
of  his  vengeance  on  guilty  nations :  and  ambiiiaus 
conquerors,  however  accomplished  or  illustrious,  are 
the  most  hateful  and  tremendous  scourges  of  our  apoa^ 
tate  race.  We  may  therefore  deprecate  and  denounce 
war  itself,  as  the  most  horrid  and  atrocious  evil,  con# 
sistently  with  the  obedience  and  honour  due  to  our 
rulers,  and  the  most  sincere  prayers  for  the  success 
of  their  measures,  as  far  as  they  t^nd  to  the  protection 
and  welfare  of  our  beloved  country.  But  we  must 
also  maintain,  that  all  the  blood  shed  in  war  is  murder^ 
chargeable  on  them,  whose  criminal  projects  and  p6U«» 
ticks  render  such  dreadful  methods  of  resisting  them 
necessary ;  and  that  it  will  certainly  be  required  at 
t/ieir  hands,  on  which  side  soever  the  victims  werQ 
slaughtered. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression ;  when  Christ 
was  bom,  angels  sang,  "  Peace  on  earth."  Peace 
between  God  and  sinners ;  peace  between  a  man  and 
his  neighbour;  peace  between  contending  nations; 
peace  in  heart  and  conscience  ;  and  peace  throughout 
the  earth.  The  Saviour  is  "  the  Prince  of  peace;'* 
-the  true  **  Melchisedeck  king  of  Salem,  the  King  of 
•'  righteousness,  and  the  King  of  peace :''  "  and  of  his 
•*  government  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end."  The 
^— — — — ■ '  ■■  I.I  I  IP 
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gospel  is  ^^  the  word  c^  reconciliation/'  ministers  are 
anbassadors  of  peace,  through  the  great  Mediator  be« 
twceo  God  and  man.  Into  whatever  house  the  apostles 
entered,  they  were  directed  to  say,  "  Peace  be  to  this 
**  house  :*'  and  wherever  we  are  sent,  we  go  "  preach* 
"  iog^Y>eacc  by  "  Jesus  Christ"  **  He  b  our  Peace^ 
*^  be  hath  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  cross ;"  and 
he  hath  pronounced  a  blessing  on  '^  peace-makers,  as 
"the  children  of  God." 

When  we  embrace  hb  Gospel,  "  being  justified  by 
"  fiudi  we  have  peace  with  God  ;'*  he  imputes  not  to 
us  our  trespasses,  but  admits  us  into  a  state  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  a  covenant  of  friendship  with  himself; 
and,  by  the  Spirit  of  sanctification  and  adoption, 
teaches  and  inclines  us  cordially  to  love  him,  and  de- 
light in  hb  perfections,  service,  and  salvation.  Peace 
b  the  legacy  Chrbt  hath  left  his  disciples.  **  Peace  I 
"  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  ;  not  as 
"  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.*"  Whai  our 
hearts  are  stayed  on  the  Lord  in  faith  and  hope,  hr 
"  keeps  them  in  perfect  peace,"  and  he  imparts  a 
"  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding,"  to 
possess  and  confirm  **  our  hearts  and  minds  by  Christ 
"  Jesus."  A  stable  peace  of  conscience,  in  reliance 
on  the  immense  and  everlasting  mercy  of  Gotl, 
through  the  all-sufficient  atonement  and  mediation  of 
Christ ;  which  will  bear  investigation,  and  flourish  in 
connexion  with  deep  humility,  holy  abhorrence  of  sin, 
and  the  strictest  conscientiousness  in  all  things  ;  and 
an  inward  serenity  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  in  submis- 
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sion  to  the  will  of  God  and  confidence  in  him,  cpn- 
stitute  this  inestimable  blessing. 

The  Lord  hath  also  assured  us,  that  *^  when  Qur 
'^  ways  please  him,  he  maketh  even  our  enemies  to 
'*  be  at  peace  with  us :"  and  his  peace  ruling  in  our 
hearts  disposes  us  to  follow  peace  with  all  men.  The 
precepts,  as  well  as  the  promises  of  Christ,  ensure 
peace  to  all  his  true  disciples.  The  most  ^ncere, 
upright,  disinterested,  and  harmless  conduct,  united 
with  tender  compassion,  courteousness,  and  univjcrsal 
benevolence ;  a  disposition  to  make  concesdons  and 
reparations  for  all  injuries,  and  to  forgive  and  love  ow 
enemies  in  the  most  unwearied  and  generous  manner, 
are  expressly  commanded  by  the  Redeemer;  and 
these  are  also  "  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,"  who  dwells 
in  all  true  believers.  The  most  exact  attention  to  all 
relative  duties,  according  to  the  regular  subordination 
of  families  and  communities,  is  also  efiectually  provi- 
ded  for.  If  therefore,  all  men  should  at  once  be  made 
true  Christians,  answerable  to  the  specimen  shewn 
to  the  world  after  the  day  of  Pentecost ;  nay,  accor* 
ding  to  tliat  lower  measure  of  grace  bestowed  on 
thousands  in  this  land  at  present :  the  efiect  upon  hu- 
man  affairs  would  be  as  stupendous,  as  that  produced 
on  the  boisterous  winds  and  stormy  waves,  when  the 
incarnate  Son  of  God  said,  "  Peace,  be  still,  and  there 
"  was  a  great  calm  !'*  Wars  and  all  concurrent  and 
similar  evils  must  instantaneously  cease ;  and  peace, 
equity,  purity,  truth,  and  love  universally  prevail ;  if 
all  men  were  partakers  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and 
obedient  to  his  commandment?. 
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But  hath  not  he  said,  "  Suppose  ye  that  I  am  come 
"  to  give  peace  on  earth?  I  teU  you  nay,  but  ra- 
"  thcr  division:  for  firom  henceforth  there  sliall  be 
*^  five  in  one  house  divided,  three  against  two,  and 
•*  two  aganist  three.*"  To  this  it  may  be  answered, 
that  predictions  of  future  events  must  be  distinguish- 
cd  finom  commands,  exhortations,  and  doctrines :  and 
Ac  latter,  not  the  former,  shew  the  real  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  gospel  When  a  few  persons  are 
converted,  and  feel  their  obligations  to  loVe  Christ 
more  than  £itber  or  motlier,  and  to  obey  God  rather 
than  man ;  and  yet  many  remain  under  the  influence 
of  **  that  sfixit  who  worketh  in  the  children  of  diso« 
bedieooe:"  Avi^ons  will  necessarily  be  the  conse- 
queooe.  And  when  the  mad. passions  of  ungodly 
fake  occasion,  from  Christianity,  to  vent  them- 
and  the  distinction,  between  real  believers, 
and  nominal  Christians,  is  overlooked :  the  tendency 
of  the  gospel  must  be  mistaken.  The  opposition 
which  the  religion  of  Jesus  has  met  with  from  the 
world;  the  wickedness  that  men  have  committed, 
under  the  guise  of  Christianity ;  and  the  inconsisten- 
cies and  indiscretions  of  many  pious  persons,  have 
produced  lamentable  effects.  Hence  persecutions  and 
rdigious  wars  have  been  excited,  by  the  professed 
disciples  of  the  Prince  of  peace !  Pious^  or  rather 
impious^  frauds  have  been  practised  to  subserve  the 
cause  of  superstition  or  hypocrisy !  Acrimonious 
controversies  and  divisions  among  professed  Chris- 
tians  have  been  multiplied ;  and  even  serious  persons 

*  Luke,  zii.  51—53. 

Vol.  II.  D 


26  SERMON    I. 

have  been  prejudiced  against  each  other  by  a  narroV 
and  absurd  bigotry.  "  Woe  be  to  the  world  because 
**  of  offences !  it  must  needs  be  that  offences  come; 
"  but  woe.be  to  that  man  by  whom  they  come  !*^ 

We  must  not,  however,  ascribe  these  things  to 
Christianity,  but  to  the  want  of  it.  If  men  were  real 
Christians  most  of  these  evils  would  cease,  and  all  cf 
them  would  be  mitigated :  if  men  were  consistent  and 
judicious  Christians,  they  would  totally  vanish. 
Even  disciples  too  often  ^^  know  not  what  spirit  they 
are  of ;"  and  contend  for  the  truths  and  ordinances  of  ^ 
Christ,  in  a  manner  contrary  to  his  precepts  and  ex- 
ample. 

But  it  may  also  be  observed,  that  all  these  e&cts 
spring  from  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart  03  their 
native  source ;   and  if  men  had  not  this  occa^oa  of 
discord  and  selfishness,  they  would  find  some  otfier. 
After  all,  the  world  has  seldom  been  more  wicked* 
in  the  worst  ages  and  places  distinguished  by  the 
Christian  name,  than  at  other  times  and  in  other  coon- 
tries :  though  unbelievers  have  bestowed  more  pain^ 
in  exhibiting  its  wickedness.     In  general,  the  state  of  ; 
human  ^;t0ciety  haj^  been  greatly  meliorated  by  the  ^ 
gospel :  for  where  Have  Clu-istians  habitually  divene4  '^ 
themselves  by  such  bloody  spectacles,  as  the  gladia^  '^ 
torial  shows  of  the  Romans?     Where  have  pagans^ 
manifested  such  humanity  to  the  poor,  sick,  and  des*^'^ 

titute;  as  is  displayed  in  the  expensive  institution^ 

• 

common  in  Christian  countries  ?  Vices,  branded'^ 
with  deepest  infamy  even  in  tliis  licentious  age,  wert' ' 
patronized  and  avowed  among  the  politest  heatlienSi^^ 
Wur  itself  has  assumed  a  milder  aspect  since  the  t^'< 
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tdbBshment  of  Cliristianity :  and  even  Deists  have 
loroed  from  the  sacred  oracles,  to  denoi^nce  ambi- 
tious  warriors ;  and  to  give  the  palm  of  glory  to  those 
who  save  men's  lives,  instead  of  those  that  destroy 
them.  These  efkcts  have  evidently  been  produced 
hf  the  gospel,  even  on  the  minds  of  multitudes,  who 
never  believed  it  with  a  living  and  obedient  feith. 

Taking,  however,  our  standard  of  Christianity  from 
iGe  flcriptures ;  we  are  confident,  that  in  proportion, 
as  ]l  prevails,  it  will  produce  *^  peace  on  earth/'  in 
aD  senses  and  in  all  places.  We  are  also  assured, 
Aat  ere  long  the  Prince  of  peace  will  possess  the  do- 
imnioD  over  all  nations  as  his  willing  subjects :  and 
then  they  win  beat  their  swords  into  plow-shares,  and 
learn  war  no  more.  Well,  therefore,  might  angels 
611^  at  the  Redeemer's  nativity^  "  Peace  on  earth  !'* 
A  bles^ng  inestimable  in  itself,  long  unknown,  or 
scarcely  known,  among  men :  but  now  about  to  be 
vouchsafed  by  a  gradual  progress  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  globe. 

For  such  blessings  virtually  communicated  to  sin- 
ful men  in  the  person  of  Emmanuel,  angels  also  as- 
cribed **  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest.'' — The  per- 
fections  of  God  are  his  essential  glory,  which  is 
incapable  of  increase  or  diminution :  but  in  his  works 
he  manifests  this  glory  to  his  rational  creatures,  that 
they  may  contemplate,  admire,  and  adore  it ;  and  he 
is  glorified  by  them,  when  they  delight  to  celebrate 
his  praises.  **  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
God : "  and  his  eternal  power  and  Deity  are  clearly 
seen  in  all  the  works  which  he  made.  His  providen- 
tial care  of  the  universe  manifests  his  wisdom,  good- 
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ness,  and  bounty :  his  awful  justice  and  hofiness  are 
displayed  in  his  perfect  law  and  righteous  judgments^ 
and  his  patience  and  kindness,  even  to  sinners,  may^ 
be  learned  from  his  dealings  with  our  &Uen  race  in 
generaL  These  glories  the  heavenly  host  had  wit-* 
nessed  and  celebrated  for  four  thousand  years. 

But  the  birth  of  the  infant  in  the  staUe,  viewed  ia 
its  causes  and  consequences,  discovered  to  them  glo- 
ries so  resplendent,  that  in  some  respects  they  eclips- 
ed all  former  displays ;  and  with  rapturous  joy  and 
admiration  they  sang  ^^  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  :**: 
in  the  highest  heavens  among  all  its  exalted  inhaU- 
tants,  and  in  the  loftiest  strains,  which  they  can  pos- 
sibly reach.  Here  the  glories  of  the  divine  justice, 
holiness,  truth,  wisdom,  knowledge,  power,  love, 
and  mercy,  which  they  had  viewed  separately  in  other 
objects,  shone  forth  with  collected  beams  in  most 
adorable  beauty  and  splendour.  The  perfections, 
which  before  appeared  irreconcilable,  now  harmo^ 
pized,  and  reflected  glory  upon  each  other.  The  dis- 
tinct honours  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  were  displayed  at  once  to  their  admiring  view. 
And  as  they  were  always  ready,  with  glowing  love, 
zeal,  and  gratitude,  to  celebrate  the  high  praises  d 
God :  so  they  were  peculiarly  excited  to  this  reason- 
able and  delightful  service,  on  this  interesting  occa- 
luon.  Never  did  Jehovah  appear  in  all  respects  so 
glorious  in  holiness,  justice,  truth,  and  wisdom,  as 
in  his  wonderful  love  to  Adam's  guilty  polluted  raoe« 
If  God  so  hates  sin,  that  his  well-beloved  Son  shall 
become  man  and  bear  the  curse,  rather  than  it  shall 
go  unpunished ;  and  yet  so  loves  sinners,  as  to  em- 
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flqr  ttfcii  irii  expedient,  ridifef  Him  tal^'  Acm^M 
poriii  ^vilhDDt  roMdy:  if  Ut  wbdom  could' fom 
tBch  aflM  «f  reeondfing  jlisdoe  and  mercy;  and  of 
liking  oocarion  from  sin  itidf  lo'g^orify  his  nme  id 
the  aost ^adngiiialied  numner:  and  tf  bis  fiuthfiiLi 

ttieh  a  promise,  as'tfaat  fdadng  to 
of  lua  oiwd  Son  for  these  most  ghi-^ 
pwposci;  how  transoendandy  glbrious  must 
Ha  fat!  Hdw  fvvirtfay  of  univensl  love  aixl  adond^ 
Ul^«■  oattvea  then  say  ''  dory  to  God  hi  (ha 

Aig(ia  ^*  RJoioe  ofcr  one  smner  that  repiButeui  i^ 
beeanis  tBvay  event  of  this  nature  is  a  new  ifi^day  of 
the  dMae  fj^Qiy  in  the  work  of  redempdon ;  a  new 
Inipliy  of  tho  Hedccmerns  beneficent  Victories ;  a  new 

to  join  the  heavienly  chw  to  all  eternity ; 
instrument  to  czcdte  other  unners  to  seek 
firifae  same  blesBii^«*-*For  alas !  men  are  Uind»  wil- 
fiiSy  bGnd,  to  the  glory  of  God  in  all  respects.  Even 
die  ^Bsplays  of  his  being  and  perfections  in  the  works  of 
creation  fiiil  of  suitably  affecting  their  hearts ;  **  They 
^  gknfy  him  not  as  God,  neither  are  thankfuL"  But 
the  gospel,  professed,  adorned,  and  preached  in  the 
woridy  emails  their  attention  to  an  interesting  subject : 
and  wben  ^*  God  who  commandeth  the  light  to  shine 
**  out  of  darkness,  shines  into  our  hearts  to  give  the 
**  fight  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Je-« 
Christy^^"  that  light  is  reflected,  as  it  were,  on 
other  object ;  and  we  learn  by  degrees  to  glorify 
God  fir  all  the  displays  he  hath  made  of  himself;  and 

•  2  Cor.  JY.  4-^. 


30  '  -  SERMON    I. 


9S  a  ^'  spiritual  priesthood  to  ofier  up  spiritual  sacrifi- 
*^  ces  acceptable  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ.**  Thus 
sinners  on  eardi  are  trained  up  for  the  worship  of 
heaven ;  of  which  the  highest  and  most  delightful 
strain  will  be,^'  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain, 
*^  and  hath  redeemed  us  to  God  with  his  blood  ;V 
**  Salvation  to  our  God  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and 
*'  unto  the  Lamb.**  Hallelujah.  Amen.— The  ador- 
ing praises  of  the  heavenly  host  may  therefore  be  also 
considered,  as  an  aiFectionate  expression  of  their  long, 
ing  desire,  that  by  the  gospel  of  Christ,  the  divine 
glory  might  fill  the  earth  as  well  as  heaven;  while 
peace  with  God  and  with  each  otlier  should  be  en* 
joyed  by  all  its  inhabitants,  through  the  adorable 
good-will  shewn  to  guilty  man. 

III.  Then,  let  us  endeavour  to  bring  this  matter 
home  to  ourselves  by  some  practical  deductions. 

We  may  learn  from  this  subject  how  insignificant 
all  earthly  distinctions  are,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
heavenly  host.  They  see  no  glory' in  them,  nor  dis- 
honour  in  the  want  of  them.  The  Lord  of  all  de- 
scends to  dwell  on  earth,  to  be  a  Prince  and  Saviour: 
and  angels  celebrate  the  august  event,  the  most  im- 
portant that  had  ever  occurred  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world.  But  he  appears  not  in  an  imperial  palace, 
or  \rith  the  appendages  of  royalty ;  but  in  a  stable, 
and  laid  in  a  manger !  And  let  us  not  forget,  that  this 
was  the  setded  purpose  of  unchangeable  wisdom  and 
everlasting  love ;  in  order  to  pour  contempt  on  all  that 
splendour,  which  we  are  prone  to  idolize. 

Not  only  are  vanity  and  vexation  inscribed  on  the 
pomp,  wealth,  and  luxuries  of  the  world,  by  this  re- 
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tnaribible    appointment.;  but  they  are  pronounced 
meant  enanaring,  and  polluting.    We  should  there* 
fare  enquire,  how  far  our  judgment  coincides,  in  this 
Kspcct^  with  that  of  ang^els  and  the  Lord  of  angels  f' 
The  rich  and  noble  should  remember  that  their  dis* 
dnctions  are  as  withering  flowers ;  at  the  same  time 
that  ibey  are  talents  entrusted  to  their  stewardship, 
of  wluch  a  strict  account  will  shordy  be  demanded. 
Let  them  not  then  ^^  be  high-minded,  or  trust  in  un* 
««  oertaia  riches,  *but  in  the  living  God.''  ^*  Let  not 
'*  the  wise  man  glory  in  h'ls  wisdom,  neither  let  the 
"  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might,  let  not  the  rich  nuui 
^^  glory  in  his  ridies."  Yea,  '^  God  forbid  that"  any 
of  us  **  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord 
''Jesus  Christ;  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to 
"  us,  and  we  unto  the  world.*"    We  should  well 
consider  the  words  of  the  apostle,  ''  Let  the  brother 
'^  of  low  degree  rejoice  in  that  he  is  exalted ;  but  the 
"  rich  in  that  he  is  made  low.f  " — *^  Mind  not  then," 
my  brethren,  "  high  things,  but  condescend  to  men 
"  of  low  estate :"  cultivate  humility,  courteousncss, 
indifference  about  the  world,  and  self-denying  benefi* 
cence,  in  the  midst  of  abundance :  this  will  abate  en- 
vy, secure  you  from  the  snares  and  perils  of  your 
atuation,  and  render  the  talents  entrusted  to  you  a 
tdessing  to  many,  and  more  abundantly  to  your* 
selves. — "  How  hardly,"  say^our  Lord,  **  shall  they 
"  th^t  have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Godi" 
But  '*  the  things  that  are  impossible  with  men  are 
*<  possible  with  him."  Yet  this  consideration,  should 

•  Jet.  is.  $3,  S4.  Gal.  vi.  14.  f  J^mes  i.  9«-ll. 
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excite  in  yod  peculiar  caution,  watchfulness,  and 
prayer,  that  your  riches  may  not  prove  the  rum  of 
your  immortal  souls. 

Think,  my  brethren,  of  the  stable,  the  carpenter^ 
shop,  the  feast  on  barley-bread,  and  small  fishes,  the 
well  in  Samaria,  and  of  him  who  had  not  where  to  li^* 
his  head :  that  you  may  learn  not  to  despise  the  pooTf 
lest  you  reproach  your  Maker  and  disdain  the  Sa» 
viour  of  the  world.  Heavenly  glory  and  excellency 
may  be  clad  in  coarse  raiment,  or  lodged  in  ^  mean 
cottage.  Learn  not  to  judge  of  men  by  outward  ap- 
pearance; but  to  estimate  characters  according  to 
their  intrinsick  worth :  and  lei  it  not  be  thought  any 
disparagement  to  prefer  the  company  of  pious  Chris- 
tians, who  are  almost  as  poor  as  their  Master  chose  to 
be,  above  that  of  the  most  accomplished  persons  who 
are  strangers  to  his  saving  grace. 

And,  my  brethren  of  low  degree,  let  me  exhort 
you  to  be  contented  and  patient  in  your  humble  con- 
dition: watch  against  envy,  repining,  coveting,  and 
distrust  Seek  the  true  riches,  **  the  ornament  which 
"  in  the  sight  of  God  is  of  great  price,'*  the  "  honour 
**  that  cometh  from  him,"  and  the  pure  pleasures 
which  he  bestows.  With  these,  the  meanest  accom- 
modations will  make  your  hearts  thankful:  and  if 
your  children  be  poorly  provided  for,  and  you  are 
overlooked  in  times  of  difficulty  by  your  neighbours; 
think  of  the  virgin-mother  and  her  holy  infant  in  the 
stable;  reflect  on  your  sinfulness;  and,  instead  of  mur- 
muring, lift  up  your  hearts  in  joyful  thanksgivings: 
for  few  of  you  are  so  poor  as  the  divine  Saviour  of 
sinners  was,  during  the  whole  of  his  humiliation. 
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Bat,  my  friends,  what  do  you  think  of  this  lowly 
Jbdeemer  ?  Do  your  ideas  of  his  dignity,  excellency, 
love,  and  salvation,  accord  to  the  views  of  these  holy 
ai^cls  ?  Or  do  you  see  in  him  no  form  or  comeli- 
fiess;  nor  any  beauty  for  which  you  should  desire 
ittm?   Do  you  heartily  sing  ^'  Glory  to  God  in  the 

h^;fae^,   and  peace  on  earth,  good-will  towards 

men  ?''  Or  is  there  nothing  in  this  great  event  to 
exdte  your  attention  and  admiration  ?  You  can  never 
be  meet  for  the  joys  of  heaven,  unless  you  learn  on 
earth  to  see  and  admire  the  glories  of  redeeming  love» 
The  aongs  of  angels  would  grate  in  your  ears,  and 
discompoae  your  hearts ;  were  it  possible  for  you  to 
enter  the  man»ons  of  the  blessed,  without  having  felt 
yoor  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  acquired  a  disposition  to 
love  and  adore  him.  And  how  will  the  conduct  of 
angels,  who,  though  they  never  sinned,  and  need  no 
pardoning  mercy  or  renewing  grace,  yet  glorify  God 
with  ail  their  powers  for  his  love  to  fallen  men,  rise 
up  in  judgment  against  the  ingratitude  and  perverse- 
ness  of  perishing  sinners ;  who  make  the  very  conde- 
scension of  Emmanuel  the  pretence  for  refusing  him 
die  glory  due  unto  his  name. 

Let  us  also  enquire,  how  &r  we  resemble  these 
heavenly  worshippers  in  the  temper  of  our  minds. 
Exalted  and  holy  as  they  are,  they  despise  not  sinful 
worms,  dwelling  in  houses  of  clay ;  while  they  adored 
the  Son  of  God,  as  tabernacling  in  human  flesh,  and 
thus  **  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  for  the  suf- 
"  fering  of  death."  They  complain  not  of  the  special 
honour  shewn  to  worthless  man,  by  this  union  of  the 
Deity  with  our  nature,  not  with  thcir's  :  they  arc  not 
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reluctant  to  our  felicity,  and  object  not  to  our  being 
made  equal  with  them.  Yea,  they  willingly  and  joy- 
fully  minister  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  in  the  meanest 
cottage,  work-house,  or  dungeon ;  nor  do  they  deem 
the  poorest  believer  an  unmeet  object  of  their  ccHKle- 
scending  and  compassionate  services.  *---Thb  is  gen- 
uine excellency :  but  have  we  been  taught,  to  reaem>-, 
ble  and  imitate  them?  Are  we  thus  attentive  to  the 
needy,  ready  to  sympathize  with  the  afflicted,  and 
freed  from  selfishness,  envy,  and  contempt  of  infe- 
riors ?-^Above  all,  let  us  remember  and  imitate  '^  the 
«*  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  though  he  was  rich, 
^^  for  our  sakes  became  poor ;  that  we,  through  hb 
**  poverty  might  be  made  rich.'*  He  hath  said,  **  The 
*^  poor  ye  have  always  with  you ;  and  when  ye  will 
*^  ye  may  do  good  to  tbem^''  He  hath  appointed  lus 
needy  disciples  to  be  his  representatives  and  receiv- 
ers;  that  in  supplying  their  wants  we  may  express 
our  love  and  gratitude  to  him,  and  copy  his  most  en- 
dearing examphr. 

This  seascm  b  generally  attended  with  an  interrupt 
tion  of  secular  business,  and  some  additional  expence: 
yet  the  time  and  money  are  generally  worx  than 
thrown  away,  while  professed  Christians,  like  Israel 
worshipping  the  golden  calf,  "  sit  down  to  eat  and 
**  drink,  and  rise  up  to  jday."  But  if  we  have  a  spi- 
ritual  taste,  and  judge  as  angels  do ;  we  shall  rather 
abridge  ourselves  of  customary  indulgences,  than 
•*  make  provision  for  the  flesh, »»  when  commemora* 
ting  the  humble  birth  of  the  self-denying  Savioun 
We  shall  express  our  joy,  and  employ  our  leisure,  in 
acts  of  solemn  worship  and  grateful  praises :  and  in- 
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steid  ci  expensive  feasts  for  the  wealthy;  we  shall 
abound  in  hoq>italit7  and  kindness  ^o  the  poor,  and 
be  ^ad  to  contribute  to  promote  the  cause,  for  which 
the  Son  of  God  became  incarnate. 

The  sensual  and  ungodly  mirth  of  vast  multitudes, 
at  ihis  feslivaT,  is  madness.  They  abound  in  the  works 
of  the  devil,  because  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested 
to  destroy  them !  when  the  very  event  thus  comme- 
roorated  will  increase  the  weight  of  their  condemna- 
UOD,  unless  they  can  be  persuaded  to  follow  the  apos- 
tle's counsel ;  ^*  Cleanse  your  hands,  ye  sinners,  and 
«<  purify  your  hearts,  ye  double  minded ;  be  afflicted, 
^  and  mouniy  and  weep ;  let  your  laughter  be  turned 
*^  into  mourning,  and  your  joy  into  heaviness.  Hum- 
''  ble  yourselves  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,,  and  he  shall 
"^  lift  you  up."* 

But  **  let  the  heart  of  those  rejoice  that  seek  the 
**  Lord.''  Let  the  poor  in  spirit,  the  weeping  peni- 
tent take  encouragement,  from  the  astonishing  in- 
stance of  the  Lord's  good- will  to  sinful  men,  this  day 
commemorated.  And  let  all,  that  have  tasted  this 
gxBce,  and  can  rejoice  in  the  love  of  God  our  Saviour, 
remember  that  they  are  subjects  to  the  Prince  of 
peace ;  that  they  may  be  animated,  to  pray  for  uni-. 
versal  peace,  and  by  all  suitable  means,  to  follow  after 
peace,  to  seek  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  the  peace 
of  the  world ;  and  **  by  well  doing  to  put  to  silence 
^^  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men." 


•  Jam.  17.  r— 10. 
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Then  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  between  Mizpek 
and  Shen,  and  called  the  name  of  it  EbenezeVy  say* 
ingx  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us. 

1?  ROM  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  the  time  of 
Samuel,  the  Lord  had  shewn  peculiar  favours  of  in- 
estimable  value  to  his  chosen  people.  Especially  **  He 
*^  shewed  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  statutes  and  hift 
*^*  judgments  unto  Israel :  he  dealt  not  so  with  any  na« 
'^  tion,  and  as  for  his  judgments,  they  had  not  knowift 
*•  them.'*t    But  they  had  always  manifested  a  pep- 
verse  and  ungrateful  disposition,  and  were  continuallj' 
proToking  him  with  their  idolatries  and  rebellions.-**  ^ 
"  Therefore  was  the  wrath  of  the  Lord   kindled  ^ 
^^  against  his  people,  insomuch  that  he  abhorred  his  "^ 
<*  own  inheritance :  and  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  ^ 
*^  of  the  heathen ;  and  they  that  hated  them  ruled  over   : 
^'  them.    Their  enemies  also  oppressed  them,   and  ^ 

*  Preaehed  }m\9rj  1|  1796.  f  Ps.  cjdvii.  19,  20 . 
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''  tbejr  were  broug^  in  subjection  under  their  hand. 
^'  Many  times  did  he  deliver  them ;  but  they  provi^ 
*'  ked  him  by  dieir  counsel,  and  were  brought  low 
"  for  their  iniquity.  Nevertheless  he  regarded  their 
'<  affliction,  when  he  heard  their  cry.''^ 

Hophni  and  Phinehas,  the  priests,  the  sons  of  Eli, 
had  by  their  wickedness  caused  a  most  deplorable 
prevalence  of  imjuety  among  the  people :  this  provo- 
ked God  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the  PhiHs- 
tines,  who  triumphantly  carried  off  the  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant, which  had  been-  presumptuously  brought  into 
the  field  of  battle.   For  the  Lord  was  able  to  vindicate 
his  own  g)(My,  and  to  honour  that  symbol  of  his  gra- 
cious presence  even  among  his  avowed  enemies,  with- 
out countenancing  the  vain  confidence  of  his  hypocri- 
tical worshippers.    The  Philistines  were  soon  coii- 
atndned  to  restore  the  ark ;  but  while  it  was  neglected 
HI  Israel,  they  retained  their  superiority.    During  the 
space  of  twenty  years,  Samuel,  who  at  the  beginning  of 
diese  troubles  was  very  young,  seems  to  have  labour- 
ed with  zealous  and  unwearied  diligence,  in  bringing 
Ae  people  to  repentance,  and  reviving  true  religion. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  it  is  said,  "  All  the  house  of 
"  Israel  lamented  after  the  Lord."   The  narrative  of 
the  subsequent  reformation  is  indeed  very  brief ;  yet 
there  is  reason  to  conclude,  that  it  was  one  of  the 
mo^  signal  revivals  of  vital  godliness,  that  stands  up- 
on record :  for  "  the  children  of  Israel  did  put  away 
"  Baalim  and  Ashtaroth,  and  served  the  Lord  only.'* 

•  Ps.  cvi.  40—44. 
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« 

A  general  assembly  being  convened  at  Mizpdiy  - 
where  Samuel  was  publickly  o\vned  as  judge  of  Is- 
rael :  while  th^  were  earnestly  seeking  the  Lord  mfh  " 
fasting,  prayer,  and  other  religious  observances ;  the 
Philistines,  jealous  of  their  proceedings,  marched  di- 
recdy  to  attack  them.     But,  in  answer  to  the  eameat 
prayers  of  Samuel  and  the  people,  these  formidable 
enemies  were  entirely  defeated.    And  on  this  me- 
morable occasion,  *^  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  set  it 
between  Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and  called  the  name  of 
it  Eben-ezer,  saying.  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
us."    He  set  up  a  monument  of  God's  kindness  to 
Israel,  (not  of  Israel's  triumph  over  the  Philistines  {)' 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  gracious  interpo^tioii^ . 
in  their  behalf,  and  to  declare  their  gratitude,  to  future 
generations. 

The  history  of  Israel  may  be  considered  as  God's 
experimental  trial  of  human  nature.   The  experiments 
of  the  chemist  on  an  ounce  of  gold  or  mercury,  when 
properly  repeated  and  established,  authorize  generd 
concludons  concerning  the  properties  of  all  the  gold  or 
mercury  in  the  world.   Thus  the  dealings  of  the  Lord 
with  Israel,  as  a  specimen  of  the  human  race,  when 
rightly  understood,  warrant  general  conclusions  con- 
ceming  the  dispositions  and  propensities  of  all  man*  > 
kind :  for  the  whole  is,  as  it  were,  one  mass,  and  has  i 
the  same  nature  and  properties.     It  is  therefore  mere 
self-flattery  to  suppose,  that  we  should  have  acted   • 
better  than  they  did,  if  we  had  been  left  to  ourselves   ,, 
in  exactly  the  same  circumstances :  and  it  b  a  vulgar  ' 
prejudice  to  imagine  that  the  Israelites  were  more  ^' 
wicked  than  other  nations.    Their  history  was  more 
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impiniaUy  wrinen,  and  their  conduct  tried  by 
arictcr  rule :  in  all  other  respects  the  records  of  any 
(oontry  tend  to  establish  the  same  conclusions  con- 
ooning  human  nature. 

The  history  of  the  vbible  church  in  every  age  en- 
drdy  coincides  with  that  of  the  Israelites :  special 
mercies  conferred;  base  ingratitude  and  rebellion; 
SCTere  chastisements  and  the  triumph  of  cruel  enc- 
oiies;  humiliation  and  revivals  of  religion,  followed 
by  gracious  providential  deliverances,  form  the  com- 
pendium of  the  whole ;  but  "  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord 
"  helped  us,"  and  "  the  gates  of  hell  have  not  prevail- 
cd." — Tbe  experience  likewise  of  believers  harmo- 
nizes Id  many  respects  with  the  records  of  Israel : 
and  it  is  peculiarly  useful,  frequently  to  review  with 
care  and  attention,  all  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us, 
and  our  conduct  towards  him :  "  For  hitherto  hath 
"  he  helped  us." — To  assist  such  a  review,  at  the  en- 
tmce  t^  another  year,  will  be  the  object  of  the  prc- 
jentAscourae ;  in  which  I  shall  consider  and  illtlstratc* 
L  Tbe  nnpcHt  of  the  words  '*  Hitherto  hath 
•*  die  Loan  helped  us." 

II.  Enquire  what  is  meant  by  "  Setting  up  a^ 
*'  Eben-ezer,**  according  to  the  common,  and 
not  improper,  use  of  the  expression. 
L  The  import  of  the  words,  "  Hitherto  hath  the 
"  LoBD  helped  us.** 

1.  The  Lord  hath  hitherto  helped  us  all,  in  hia  su- 
{aintcn^g  providence.  We  came  into  tbe  world 
a^ent  and  helpless :  our  wants  were  numerous  and 
agent,  and  we  were  utterly  incapable  of  making  any 
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provision  for  tbein.  All  these  wants  the  Lord  alooe^ 
supplied  ;  and  others  were  merely  the  instruments  bjr  i 
which  he  conferred  his  bounty.  Numbers  die  in  in-  i 
fimcy,  because  they  are  not  properly  taken  care  of^ 
and  provided  for :  but  we  were  preserved ;  and  in 
the  kindness  and  ability  of  parents  or  friends  supply- 
ing  our  wants,  we  experienced,  and  should  acknow- 
ledge, the  distinguishing  goodness  of  Ciod.  The  use 
of  our  limbs,  senses,  and  faculties;  the  measure 
of  our  natural  abilities ;  and  the  advantages  of  our 
education,  by  which  we  were  severally  brought  in- 
to our  present  comfortable  way  of  subsistence :  as 
well  as  our  possessions,  with  all  that  distinguishes 
every  one's  situation  in  society  from  that  of  others^ 
should  be  traced  back  to  the  special  kindness  of  the 
Lord.  We  should  each  of  us  remember,  with  good 
old  Jacob,  that  ^'  God  hath  fed  us  all  our  life  long 
^*  unto  this  day.*"  He  hath  given  us  our  temporal 
provision,  whatever  it  hath  been;  and  if  we  have 
lived  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  or  more  years,  without  expe- 
riencing the  want  of  food  or  the  other  necessaries  c^ 
life ;  we  have  abundant  reason  to  say,  *^  Hitherto 
^*  hath  the  Lord  helped  us."  This  has  laid  us  un- 
der as  deep  obligations  to  gratitude,  as  if  we  had  been 
fed  by  miracle,  according  to  the  kindness  of  the  Lord 
to  Israel :  and  in  some  respects  we  have  had  a  decided 
advantage  over  them  ;  for  our  supply  has  been  more 
pleasant,  in  it's  nature  and  variety,  than  manna  from 
the  clouds,  and  water  from  the  rock  would  have  been. 
'*  The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  of  it** 
"  He  openeth  his  hand  and  fiUcth  all  things  living 
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^^  with  plenteousness ; "  and  he  hath  put  it  in  our 
power  to  obtain  a  portion  of  his  bounty. 

Nor  have  our  dangers  been  fewer  than  our  wants. 
What  multitudes  are  swept  away  by  various  sick- 
nesses and  disasters,  in  every  stage  of  human  life, 
even  finom  the  earliest  infancy  !  How  many  have  all 
their  days  embittered  by  perpetual  disease !  What 
frequent  instances  do  we  witness  of  such  as  have 
been  deprived  of  their  limbs  or  senses ;  or  even  ren- 
dered most  pitiable  objects  by  incurable  insanity ! 
If  then  we  have  been  favoured  with  a  comfortable 
state  of  health ;  if  violent  maladies  have  not  seized  on 
Q%  or  have  been  removed ;  if  the  use  of  our  eyes, 
ears,  senses,  limbs,  and  understandings  have  been 
cootioued,  or  restored  to  us ;  whatever  second  causes 
have  concurred,  we  should  thankfully  say,  ^^  Hither- 
"  to  hath  the  Loan  helped  us." 

Our  lives  and  comforts  are  likewise  exposed  to 
perpetual  dangers  from  wicked  men.  If  then  we  have 
bin  down  in  peace^  one  night  after  another,  and  risen 
in  safety  ;  if  wc  or  our  dear  friends  have  journeyed 
from  time  to  time,  without  having  been  injured  or 
even  abrmcd  by  robbers  and  murderers :  or  if,  to 
shew  us  our  danger,  and  remind  us  of  our  invisible 
Protector  ;  wc  have  been  alarmed,  and  yet  preserved 
from  material  detriment,  how  ought  we  to  bless  and 
praise  the  Lord  for  his  peculiar  kindness  to  us !  Every 
time  that  we  have  gone  from  home,  by  liind  or  sea ; 
or  have  parted  with  our  beloved  relatives,  thus  called 
ato  distant  parts ;  and  on  our  return  have  met  them 
ia  safety,  without  having  experienced  fatal  disasters, 
or  }i€art-rending  distresses,  should  excite  us  to  renew 
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our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  God  of  oqr 
lives. 

Some  of  us  can  say,  *  We  were  never,  during  aD'; 
'  our  past  years,  disturbed  by  the  midnight  alarm  of 
^  fire  in  our  habitations ;  our  property,  or  part  of  our 
^  families  were  never  thus  tremendously  taken  from 
*  us. '  Others  may  indeed  have  been  thus  alarmed, 
and  endangered ;  but  were  mercifully  preserved,  and 
extricated  from  the  difficulties  in  which  they  were 
involved.  And  have,  we  not,  my  friends,  abundant 
cause  for  gratitude  to  our  kind  Protector  and  De- 
liverer  ? 

Let  us  not  on  this  occasion  forget  the  special  mer* 
cies  we  enjoy  in  this  favoured  land.  The  nation  has 
indeed,  within  our  days,  been  frequently  engaged  in 
war,  and  great  complaints  have  been  made :  but  few 
of  us  know  any  thing  experimentally  of  the  horrors 
attending  on  actual  warfare.  We  have  not  been  shut 
up  in  besieged  cities,  nor  witnessed  the  dismay,  car- 
nage, and  devastation  of  such  a  scene.  Streets  flow- 
ing with  human  blood,  or  strewed  with  mangled 
corpses ;  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and  dying ;  the 
ruins  or  smoke  of  houses  made  the  graves  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  with  all  the  dire  effects  of  places  taken  by 
assault,  and  given  up  to  plunder  and  massacre,  have 
not  been  rendered  familiar  to  our  senses.  We  have 
not  beheld  the  fields  ravaged  by  hostile  armies,  the  la- 
bour of  the  husbandmen  destroyed ;  towns  and  villa- 
ges reduced  to  ashes;  and  the  neighbourhood  ren- 
dered almost  a  desert ;  except  as  the  engines  of  des- 
truction, the  conflicting  armies,  the  moans  of  the  dy- 
ing, or  the  more  afiecting  lamentations  of  surviving 
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parents,  widows,  and  orphans,  give  a  sad  variety  to 
the  dreary  scene.  How  few  comparatively  of  the  hu- 
man race  have  passed  so  large  a  portion  of  their  lives, 
without  sharing  tliese  sorrows,  or  having  their  hearts 
pained  by  these  woeful  Spectacles !  Is  there  then  no 
cause  on  this  account  to  set  up  our  Eben-ezer,  and 
ay,  '^  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us?"  If  any 
doubt  of  it ;  a  few  months'  residence  in  a  country  that 
is  made  the  seat  of  war  would  effectually  teach  them 
(provided  they  be  peaceably  disposed)  to  value  a  land 
of  peace ;  and  to  be  thankful,  if  henceforth  they  may 
know  nothing  of  war,  except  firom  newspapers  and 
taxes. — ^Many  apprehensions  have  lately  been  enter- 
tained in  our  land  on  this  account ;  but  during  another 
year  we  have  been  preserved.  '^  Oh  that  men  would 
'*  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  hb  won- 
**  derfiil  works  to  the  children  of  men !" 

The  -same  may  likewise  be  observed  concerning 
pestilences,  earthquakes,  hurricanes,  famines,  and 
other  dreadful  scourges  of  a  guilty  world.  We  have 
thus  far  been  exempted  from  them  ;  and  our  fears  of 
these  dire  judgments,  which  desolate  other  cities  and 
countries,  with  complicated  miseries  that  baffle  all 
description,  should  excite  us  to  bless  God,  who  hath 
hidierto  distinguished  us  by  his  special  protection. 

It  would  occupy  too  much  time,  and  prove  tedious, 
to  enter  into  further  particulars  of  the  deliverances, 
comforts,  and  mercies,  which  a  kind  Providence  hath 
vouchsafed  us.  This  specimen  may  suffice  to  aid  the 
serious  enquirer  in  recollecting  the  peculiar  favours, 
Aat  he  has  received  during  his  past  life :  and  this  may 
prove  one  of  the  most  useful  studies  in  which  he  can 
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engage. — It  may,  however,  be  prq)er  to  ask,  whedicr 
there  has  not  been  some  peculiar  trial,  which  you  have^ 
dreaded  more  dian  any  other  ?  Now,  if  you  have: 
either  been  jneserved  from  this ;  or  have,  beyond  ex-  ' 
pectation,  been  supported  and  carried  through  it ;  you 
can  scarcely  help  considering  this  as  a  powerful  cdl 
on  you  to  say  with  gratitude,  ^^  Hitherto  hath  die 
**  Lord  helped  us." 

But  it  behoves  us  also  to  enquire,  in  what  mamief 
we  have  received  the  blessings  of  a  kind  Providence, 
and  what  returns  we  have  made  for  them  ?  Alas,  we 
have  generally  the  utmost  reason  to  confess  our  un- 
grateful forgetfulness  of  our  Benefiictor,  our  disposi- 
tion  to  abuse  or  idolize  his  gifts ;  to  undervalue  tbem 
because  not  answerable  to  our  exorbitant  desires ;  to 
ascribe  our  safety  and  success  to  our  own  prudence 
and  good  conduct ;  or  to  spend  our  abundance  in  gra- 
tifying our  carnal  passions  I  This  subject  therefore, 
if  investigated  with  care,  may  probably  convince  us, 
that  we  have  great  cause  to  admire  the  Lord's  good- 
ness, in  preserving  us  from  ourselves^  and  the  conse- 
quences  of  our  own  vices  and  follies.  If  we  had  been 
left  without  restraint,  we  might,  either  direcdy  or  by 
excesses,  have  long  since  proved  our  own  murderers : 
we  might  have  been  hurried  on,  by  violent  passico  or 
resentment,  or  in  prosecution  of  some  favourite  pro- 
ject, to  murder  others,  or  have  provoked  them  to 
murder  us.  We  might  in  various  ways  have  exposed 
ourselves  to  the  sword  of  human  vengeance :  and  it 
is  indeed  wonderful  that  God  hath  borne  with  our  re- 
bellion and  perverseness,  and  hath  not  cut  us  oflF  in 
the  midst  of  our  sins.  **  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies 
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"  tfaK  we  are  not  consumed,  because  his  compassions 
*'  £ul  not."  We  are  infinitely  indebted  to  his  patience " 
md  long-suffering.  He  spared,  protected,  and  provi. 
ded  fiir  many  of  us,  during  a  number  of  years,  when 
we  neither  asked  him  to  do  it,  nor  thanked  him 
fcr  his  kindness.  While  multitudes  were  perishing 
around  us,  and  several  of  our  companions  in  ungod- 
Iioess  were  cut  off;  while  we  sinned  on  amidst  re- 
pealed warnings  and  narrow  escapes;  our  ofiended 
God  would  neither  destroy  us,  nor  permit  others  to 
do  it :  nay,  be  prevented  the  fatal  effects  of  our  own 
madness  and  folly,  and  over-ruled  many  instances  of 
it  fionr  our  good  Thus  he  gave  us  space  for  repent- 
ance: his  providential  dealings  with  us  had  a  tendency 
to  excite  our  attention,  and  lead  us  to  consider  our 
ways :  aind  every  true  penitent  will  perceive  that  they 
were  actually  designed  to  effect  the  most  gracious 
purposes.  We  have  been  spared  by  the  forbearance 
of  our  God,  that  we  might  be  saved  by  his  mercy ! 

2.  God  hath  hitherto  helped  believers  by  his  spe- 
cial grace. 

Ages  before  we  were  brought  into  existence,  He 
forscsaw  our  wants  and  miseries,  as  the  descendants 
of  fijlen  Adam;  "  by  whom  sin  entered  into  the 
'*  world,  and  death  by  sin:"  and  in  infinite  mercy  he 
had  made  all  things  ready  for  our  salvation,  in  the 
person  and  redemption  of  his  beloved  Son.  In  due 
season  he  blessed  the  land,  which  was  destined  to  be 
our  residence,  with  the  light  of  the  gospel ;  and  by  a 
>'ariety  of  wonderful  interpositions  he  hath  continued 
to  it  that  light,  while  it  hath  been  extinguished  or 
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greatly  obscured  in  other  lands.   When  we  found  our 
lot  cast  in  a  country  thus  distinguished ;  we  had,  per- 
haps for  a  long  time,  no  disposition  to  attend  to  the 
word  of  salvation ;  but  lived,  carelessly  or  by  chcuoe, 
in  Egyptian  darkness  on  the  very  verge  of  Goshen. 
At  length  we  were  brought  to  hear  the  gospd,  by 
events  and  circumstances  in  which  we  had  no  wiffing 
concurrence,  or  at  least  no  intention  of  enquiring  Ac 
way  of  life.  Many  have  said,  ^^  I  will  go  into  such  a 
city,  and  continue  there  a  year,  and  buy,  and  sellt 
and  get  gain."  Or  *  I  will  go,  and  take  my  fill  of 
^  pleasure  and  diversion  with  my  ^friends  and  com- 
*  panions : '  but  they  have  been  disappointed  of  th^ 
aim ;  and  in  the  very  place  of  their  purposed  indul- 
gence,  gain,  or  preferment,  have  been  induced  to  hear 
the  word  of  God,  and  been  made  partakers  of  ble»- 
ings  inestimably  precious.   Thus  the  case  of  Saul^ 
who  went  to  seek  the  asses,  but  found  them  not,  yet 
met  with  Samuel,  and  was  anointed  king  of  Israel,  has 
been  &r  exceeded.   Secular  inducements  have  kd 
others  to  remove  to  places  favoured  with  the  faithful 
preaching  of  God's  word,  without  the  least  intendoii 
of  regarding  it :  but  after  a  while,  curiosity,  or  per*  " 
suasion,  or  some  other  motive,  induced  them  to  pve 
it  a  hearing,  and  thus  they  were  made  wise  unto  eter-  * 
nal  life.   Some,  having  resided  a  long  time  in  a  situa*  ' 
lion  where  little  regard  was  paid  to  religion,  they  wat^ 
at  length  excited  to  resist,  with  all  their  influence,  thfe  ■ 
introduction  of  another  kind  of  preaching,  and  were ' 
much  chagrined  at  not  being  able  to  carry  the  point : 
yet  afterwards  attachment  to  a  customary  place  oj"^ 
worship,  or  some  motive  of  conveniency,  brougmT" 
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them  to  hear  the  new  doctrine,  even  the  doctrine  of 
Christ  crucified ;  and  at  length  a  total  change  in  their 
views,  dispositions,  and  conduct  has  filled  them  with 
admiring  gratitude,  and  dictated  most  fervent  praises 
to  the  Lord.  Nay,  in  some  instances,  a  man's  gross 
misconduct  has  proved  the  occasion  of  bringing  him 
to  hear  the  word  of  life  to  the  salvation  of  his  soul ! 
Thus  Onesimus,  dishonestly  leaving  his  master  Phile- 
mon, .fled  to  Rome,  where  the  ministry  of  Paul  wds 
Ueaaed  to  his  conversion,  and  he  became,  as  it  is 
generaUjr  supposed,  an  able  pastor  of  the  Christian 
dmrch :  and  thus,  I  trust,  several,  whose  vices  were 
the  cause  of  their  seeking  admission  into  this  hospi- 
tal,* hsve  here  been  brought  to  repentance,  faith  in 
Christ,  and  newness  of  life ;  and  wifl  admire  to  all 
etenuty  the  manifold  wisdom  and  inexpressible  mercy 
of  God  to  them,  in  this  gracious  dispensation. 

In  these,  and  numberless  other  ways,  the  Lord  is 
"  found  of  them  that  sought  him  not,  and  made  mani- 
"  fest  to  them  that  enquired  not  after  him.i  "  Ajid 
the  hints  now  offered  may  assist  the  serious  Christian, 
in  recollecting  the  peculiar  means,  by  which  God  first 
"  opened  his  eyes,  and  turned  him  from  darkness  to 
"  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God." 

We  should  however,  observe,  that  numbers  huvc 
been  favoured  with  the  same  means,  who  never  ob- 
tained the  same  blessing.  It  occurs  therefore  to  en- 
quire, "  Who  made  thee  to  differ  from  another?'* 
Some  of  us  arc  conscious,  that  when  we  first  heard 
or  read  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  which  now  is  "  iill  our 

-^^^<>M^»^i^— ^1  ■  '       '  III  ■  I 

•  The  Lock  Hospital.  f  ^ora.  x.  '20. 
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^'  salvation,  and  all  our  desire,"  we  treated  it,  npt 
merely  with  indifference,  but  with  decided  contempt 
and  aversion*.  Nay,  we  opposed  and  reasoned  againsl 
it  with  all  our  abili^,  calumiiiating  or  ridiculing  those 
who  held  it  We  can  remember  how  strenuously  we 
endeavoured  to  silence  our  convictions,  and  to  an- 
swer  the  arguments  which  almost  prevailed  over  our 
prejudices :  how  we  tried  to  quiet  our  minds,  eidier 
by  reflecting  on  our  supposed  virtue ;  by  growii^ 
more  punctual  in  a  task  of  religion ;  or  by  listening  - 
to  our  own  self-complacency  and  the  flattery  of  our 
friends,  in  repect  of  the  imagined  superiority  of  our 
talents.  When  baffled  on  these  grounds,  we  can  re- 
collect how  we  attempted  to  dude  the  convicttoo, 
by  listening  to  disadvantageous  reports  concermng 
those  reputedly  enthusiastical  teachers,  who  miun- 
tained  the  humiliating  doctrines  of  grace;  and  by 
charging  their  principles,  on  some  occasions,  widi 
tending  to  licentiousness,  on  others,  by  blaming  them 
as  too  precise  and  rigorous  in  their  requirements  and 
example !  Nay,  perhaps  some  present,  when  ail.  these 
methods  failed,  have  tried  to  forget  the  whole  in  the 
hurry  of  business,  a  succession  of  company  and  dis* 
sipation,  an  excess  of  riot,  or  even  a  dose  application  . 
to  study.  Indeed  it  would  not  be  wonderful,  if  some  . 
individuals  should  be  conscious,  that  after  all  other 
attempts  to  quiet  their  consciences,  they  have  at  last  . 
had  recourse  to  an  antinomian  or  enthusiastical  abuas 

•M 

of  the  gospel,  as  the  last  and  most  desperate  expe-  j^ 
dient  for  keeping  upon  good  terms  with  themsdvesy  - 
without  parting  with  their  worldly  idols. 
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Not  one  of  these  ways  of  eluding  conviction  can 
be  mentioned,  which  hath  not  been  tried  by  one  or 
aoocher ;  not  one  of  these  snares,  in  which  some  of  us 
have  not  been  successively  entangled:  yet  in  every 
ooe  of  them,  numbers  are  finally  given  up  to  ^'  a 
*^  strong  delusion  to  believe  a  lie ;  tkit  they  might  all 
*'  be  damned,  who  believed  not  the  truth,  but  had 
^^  pleasiire  in  unrighteousness.^  "  How  is  it  then,  my 
brethren,  that  any  of  us  have  been  **  recovered  out  of 
"  the  mare  of  the  devil,  who  had  taken  us  capdve  at 
<<  his  wiU  ?*'  We  can  in  no  other  *way  account  for  it, 
than  by  saying,  that  God  mercifully  *^  gave  us  re- 
«<pentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth.t'' 
**  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  of  his  great  love  where- 
^'  whb  he  knred  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins, 
**  haitfa  quickemd  us  together  with  Christ.^' — ^'  For 
'*  by  grace  are  ye  saved  through  &ith,  and  that  not 
^•rf  yoorselves;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.J"  "  The 
"  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,''  not  only  be- 
stowed the  Saviour,  and  the  free  pardon  and  salvation 
of  all  that  truly  believe  in  him ;  but  he  gave  us  re- 
pentance and  feith  likewise,  and  "  made  us  willing 
**  in  the  day  of  his  power :"  and  thus  he  has  a  claim 
upon  us  for  the  highest  possible  gratitude  and  ad- 
miring praise. 

Even  since  the  time,  when  we  first  were  "  warned 
"  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  and  to  "  lay  hold 
'*  for  refuge  on  the  hope  set  before  us ;"  how  nu- 
merous have  been  our  conflicts,  difficulties,  and  dan- 
gers ?  Many,  who  appeared  to  the  most  competent 
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judges  far  more  promising  than  we  were,  "  in  time 
*  *  of  temptation  have  fallen  away ; "  or  "  they  have  been 
*^  choked  with  cares,  and  riches,  and  the  lusts  of 
^'  other  things,  and  have  brought  no  fruit  to  perfec- 
"**  tion."  Some  have  evidently  returned  to  "their 
**  wallowbg  in  the  mire,  and  their  last  state  is  worse 
"  than  the  first."  Others  have  been  "  carried  about 
"  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of  men, 
"  and  cunning  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to 
"  deceive."  Thus  they  have  proved  "  unstable  in  afl 
"  their  ways,"  have  become  the  zealous  propagators 
of  some  pestilential  heresy,  or  have  "  turned  aside  to 
"  vain  jangling."  Many  have  grown  lukewarm  in 
the  grand  essentials  of  religion,  and  proportionably 
fierce  and  contentious  in  supporting  certain  dogmas^ 
by  which  some  parts  of  the  truth  are  pushed  to  anti- 
scriptural  extremes.  In  short,  in  a  course  of  years, 
if  we  have  accurately  observed  the  aflairs  of  the 
church,  we  have  witnessed  and  lamented  many  as- 
tonishing changes,  suited  to  excite  our  gratitude  to 
God,  who  *^  hath  hitherto  helped  us,"  and  guided  us 
at  a  distance  from  those  rocks,  quick-sands,  and 
whirl-pools,  which  have  proved  fatal  to  numbers. 

Our  own  experience  likewise  may  help  us  to  form   - 
a  proper  judgment  of  the  divine  goodness,  in  thus  fiur  -- 
protecting  and  upholding  us.    If  we  have  for  any 
length  of  time  "  fought  the  good  fight  of  faith,"  wc  ^ 
must  have  a  consciousness,  that  in  many  instances  we 
were  "  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed."  Our  enemy  i 
has  been  sometimes  ready  to  rejoice  over  us  as  actu-   ' 
ally  vanquished.    Outward  circumstances  gave  force 
to  our  innate  depravity,  and  our  customary  or  easily^ 
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besetting  sins :  the  tempter  was  permitted  '^  to  sift  us 
"as  wheat ;"  "we  had  the  sentence  of  death  in  our- 
"  selves,  that  we  should  not  trust  in  ourselves,  but  in 
''God  that  raiseth  the  dead."  Perhaps  temptation 
prevailed  against  us ;  and  a  guilty  conscience  united 
with  an  unbelieving  despondency  to  bring  us  into 
deep  waters.  The  insults  of  enemies,  or  the  censures 
of  friends,  perhaps  concurred  with  divine  rebukes 
md  corrections,  to  dismay  our  hearts.  Yet  amidst 
an,  we  determined,  even  from  the  belly  of  hell,  to 
look  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  cry  unto  him, ''  O  Lord, 
"  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  my  soul !"  We  waited  on 
**  him,  and  be  heard  our  prayer ;  he  brought  us  out 
'*  of  the  horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  clay ;  he  set  our 
'*  ieet  upon  a  rock,  and  established  our  goings :  and 
''  be  hath  put  a  new  song  into  our  mouth,  even  praise 
"  unto  oar  God.*"  Thus  "  he  delivered  us  from  so 
''  great  a  death,  and  in  him  we  trust  that  he  will  yet 
"  deliver  us.f  "  Even  if  our  conflicts  have  not  been 
so  severe,  if  we  have  not  been  thus  baffled  and  sham- 
ed, we  know  to  whom  we  owe  our  preservation  :  and 
Tve  have  had  so  many  humiliating  proofs  of  our  own 
per\erscness,  weakness,  negligence,  and  relapses  into 
klolatrous  attachments  and  various  evils;  that  we 
cannot  but  look  upon  our  escapes  as  marvellous,  and 
sometimes  stand  amazed,  that  we  have  not  been  left 
to  renounce  or  disgrace  the  gosix^l!  Every  year, 
month,  week,  or  even  day,  during  which  we  have 
been  preserved,  and  every  declension  from  which  we 
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have  been  recovered,  is  an  addition  to  obligations  al- 
ready great  beyond  all  computation. 

Indeed  a  general  view  of  our  situation  in  tlus  evil 
world  must  increase  our  conviction,  that  the  Lord 
alone  hath  kepi  us,  or  can  keep  us,  from  evil  The 
countless  dangers  of  our  path ;  the  course  of  the 
world,  with  its  maxims,  &shions,  examples,  «id  al^ 
lurements ;  the  influence  of  fear,  hope,  affection,  and 
even  gratitude  to  men,  upon  our  religious  conduct ; 
our  natural  strong  desire  of  honour,  friendship^  eaae, 
wealth,  or  indulgence ;  our  aversion  to  censure,  re- 
proach, contempt,  and  poverty ;  and  the  various  ways, 
in  which  these  propensities  may  be  addressed  to  turn 
us  aside  from  the  direct  path,  suggest  many  interest* 
ing  reflections  to  the  serious  mind.  The  infectious 
examples  even  of  some  zealous  preachers  and  profes* 
sors  of  evangelical  truth,  and  the  worldly  spirit  sane* 
tioned  by  them :  with  the  snares,  which  are  laid  m 
all  our  employments,  connexions,  and  comfortsf ;  in 
solitude  and  company,  and  even  in  religious  duties : 
the  number,  power,  subtlety,  and  unwearied  malioe 
of  our  enemies  the  powers  of  darkness :  the  fallibility 
of  our  judgment,  the  scantiness  of  our  knowledgCi 
the  weakness  of  our  purposes,  and  the  deceitfulneas 
and  desperate  wickedness  oi  our  hearts ;  all  remind 
us,  how  greatly  we  are  indebted  to  the  Lord,  who  ^ 
hath  lutherto  helped  us.  It  is  indeed  a  marvellout ' 
mercy,  if  we  can  say,  "  Having  obtained  help  of* 
**  God,  we  continue  to  this  day ;"  and  have  neither  ' 
made  a  shipwreck  of  our  faith,  nor  brought  a  scandal 
upon  the  gospel;  but  still  desire  with  purpose  of  * 
heart  to  cleave  unto  the  Lord. 
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Modi  MMVO  iii|||kt  tpfofitddy  be  ttUed  did  tint 
fonk^  ooncenmg  ibt  eontmned  fchdnrw  we  how 
mdvtd:  mtfefiooMianisediipferussaadthewajr 
knfeUb  our  beawn^  Fstbcr  hBtb  matdtc  up  our  loa^. 
fl%  titrirHri<  «t  out  of  difficukict,  modeimed  our 
iMpiiliooSy  iraMcd  our  coiifiMs^  xcvivcd  our  hopes 
miwmwmtmcmi  proknged our  days^  andafibrdedus 
aMBHO owBwaoa aBflflBPornimiid cm mip^***"*^— -  xdcbci 

wAwmmf  teore  atA^cts  majf  be  thoBf^  of,  m  dur 

wfailo  we  endcavaur  to  enter  on 
jcaa^  -  nUt  Aankfiilljp  aeknodfkdging  that 
«BUkrt»lbelAd  hath  bfllpedua." 
IL  Thnwe  ctapdre  whatia  aacwt  bf  <<  SeitAag 

'^^  aooQoding  to  die  oowMnoo^.  and 
y^uae  of  the  cxpicasionk 
The  iHliiie  of .dK  aaatip  and  the  czj|m{rie  before  usi 

Cadlfct-i^y  off  aU  Ae  bleasiDga  we  have  received. 

We  do  not  ascribe  die  fevourable  di&rence  between 

oar  aituadona,  proapccts»  oc  character,  and  those  of 

men,  to  our  awn  wisdom,  management,  or  ex- 

,  but  to  that  God,  *  from  whom  all  holy  de- 

all  good  counsels,  and  all  just  works  do  pro- 

'  caed.'     We  pretend  not  to  have  merited  the  divine 

guidance,  and  blessings ;  but  feel  that  all 

pven  us  as  creatures,  without  our  deserving  anj 

lUog :  and  that  every  good  thing  bestowed  on  us  as 

MBDcrs,  b  contrary  to  our  deserts.    We  ascribe  none 

tf  OUT  deliverances  or  successes  to  chance,  necessity, 

m  second  causes :  but  trace  them  all  to  the  great  First 

Cause;  to  him  *'  who  doeth  all  things  after  the  coun- 

sd  rfhis  own  wiV."    Samuel  gave  not  the  honour  of 
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Isnd's  [MumJlion  to  anv  of  the  scf%JMts  of  God»  ^ 
who  hid  been  raised  op  from  die  dajrs  of  Moses,  nor 
did  he  take  it  to  Umself ;  but  ascribed  it  to  the  Locd  .^ 
akioe.  **  Wlio  then  b  Paul,  and  who  is  ApoDo^  but  ? 
««  nunisters  br  whom  tc  belieired,  even  as  die  Lofd  ; 
gave  to  every  man?  I  have  planted,  ApoDos  water* 
ed,  but  God  gave  the  increase.  So  dm,  ndtfaer  is   , 
he  that  planted  any  thing,  neidier  he  that  watcreth ; 
*'  but  God  diat  giveth  the  increase.*"   To  set  op  an 
£ben*ezer  therefore  implies  a  disposition  to  ssy^  in 
pnuse  as  well  as  in  prayer,  "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord, 
*^  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  gkxy,  for  diy 
**  mercy  and  for  thy  truth's  sake  :t"  and  to  ascribe 
all  our  blessings  to  the  everiasting  love  c^  the  Fadier, 
to  the  atonement  and  mediation  of  the  Son,  and  to  the 
sanctification  of  the  Holy  Spiri^ 

It  implies  also  an  open  acknowledgment  of  oor  ob- 
ligations to  the  Lord ;  a  confes^on  of  our  own  unwor* 
thiness ;  and  an  endeavour,  by  all  proper  means,  to 
pei^tuate  the  memory  of  his  great  goodness  towards 
us,  in  our  families,  and  among  all  with  whom  we  aM  : 
connected.     An  open  profession  of  the .  truth  with  a 
consistent  example  and  conversation,  attendance  on  ^ 
the  ordinances  of  God,  diligence  in  the  instruction  of.,: 
children  and  domesticks,  and  the  improvement  of  our '. 
several  talents  to  promote  true  religion,  constitute 
such  an  avowal  of  our  obligations  to  the  Lord.  These 
things  tend  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  his  abundant 
kindness,  and  to  preserve  the  remembrance  of  it,  for 
tlie  encouragement  of  our  brethren,  and  an  induce* 

•  1  Cor.  ill.  5^7.  t  Ps-  "▼.  1 
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meat  to  sinners  to  seek  the  participation  of  our  pri« 

nkgcs. 

We  must  not,  however,  be  satisfied  with  thankful 
acimowledgments  of  the  past ;  but  when  we  set  up  an 
£ben-ezer,  and  say,  '^  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  help- 
"  ed  us  ;''  we  should  renew  our  dedication  of  our- 
selves to  him  in  respect  of  the  future.  ^^  Thou  hast 
<<  avouched  the  Lord  this  day  to  be  thy  God,  and  to 
*'  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his  statutes,  and  his 
«<  commandments,  and  his  judgments,  and  to  hear- 
''  ken  to  his  voice.     And  the  Lord  hath  avouched 

diee  this  day  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  as  he  pro- 

nuaed  thee ;  that  thou  shouldest  keep  all  his  corn- 
^*  mandments :  and  to  make  thee  high  above  all  na- 
**  tions  which  he  hath  made,  in  praise,  in  name,  and 
"  in  honour ;  and  that  thou  may  est  be  an  holy  people 
*'  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  as  he  hath  spoken.^" 
Havii^  thus  far  experienced  the  Lord's  ^ithfulness 
and  mercy,  the  pleasantness  of  his  ways,  and  the  mi- 
sery of  departing  from  them ;  we  thank  him  for  the 
past^  and  express  our  purpose  and  desire  of  walking 
with  him  all  the  residue  of  our  lives.     Our  review  cS 
the  way  which  we  have  come  invigorates  these  deter- 
minations, increases  our  simplicity  of  dependence  on 
Ids  continued  grace,  and  teaches  us  the  necessity  of 
greater  vigilance  and  circumspection;  that  **  whether 
"  we  eat,  or  whether  we  drink,  or  whatever  we  do, 
we  may  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 

In  these  respects  the  Lord's  supper  is  a  stated  me- 
thod of  setting  up  an  Eben-ezer.     When,  with  seri- 

T    ,         iw    ■       .1  ■  ■  I  ■         .    ■■  '.     . 
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ous  recollection  and  sdf-cxarainaiion ;  with  rent 
exercises  of  repentance,  feith,  and  love ;  with  humblei 
confessions,  fervent  prayers,  and  thankful  praiaet^  wej 
commemorate  the  suflferings  and  death  of  our  Redeo* 
mer :  we  then  join  ourselves  to  the  Lord  and  his  cho- 
sen people;  we  avouch  him  to  be  our  God;  we 
thank  him  for  the  past,  and  commit  ourselves  to  Im 
keeping  for  the  future  ;  and  we  declare  our  determi- 
ned purpose,  by  his  grace,  to  walk  in  his  holy  way5 
during  the  remainder  of  our  lives.  It  seems  there- 
fore peculiarly  proper  to  begin  a  new  year,  with  this 
solemn  act  of  adoring  praise,  this  renewed  dediCatioci 
of  ourselves  to  the  service  of  our  God  and  Saviour. 

This  review  shoukl  likewise  excite  us  to  be  ^^  fol« 
*^  lowers  of  God,  as  dear  chiklren,  and  to  walk  ifi 
^*  love,  as  Christ  also  hath  loved  us."  Our  conduct 
towards  others  ought  to  be  a  constant  imitatk)n  of  the 
long-suffering,  compassion,  readiness  to  forgive  and 
relieve,  and  persevering  goodness,  of  the  Lord  to^, 
wards  us ;  that  ^^  we  may  never  be  weary  of  well-do>* 
"  ing,"  (m:  "  be  overcome  (rf  evil  ;*'  but  thait  we  may 
**  overcome  evil  with  good.** 

Finally,  the  recollection  and  thankful  acknowledg- 
ment that  ''  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us," 
should  encourage  our  hearts  to  run  with  patience  the 
remainder  of  •*  the  race  set  before  us.**  "  The  Lo]ti>y 
"  that  delivered  me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and 
*'  and  out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  will  deliver  me  out 
**  of  the  hand  of  Ais  Philistine-*"  He,  that  hath 
preserved  and  assisted  us  in  so  many  dangers  and  dif- 
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fiddties  already 9  will  **  never  leave  us  nor  forsake  us. " 
"ficfiunteth  not,  neither  is  weary."  His  understand- 
i^;  is  infinite,  his  resources  inexhaustible,  his  faith- 
fiilaess  un&iling,  and  his  mercy  everlasting.     We 
ihould  therefore  comfort  one  another  with  these  con- 
siderations, leam   ''  to  cast  all  our  care  on  him  who 
"  careth  for  us,"  and  pour  out  our  hearts  before  him » 
we  should  remember  that  *^  our  Father  knoweth  what 
things  we  have  need  of,"  and  that  *^  no  good  thing 
wiU  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly." 
"  Clouds  and  darkness  are  about  Him,"  and  gloomy 
prospects  may  meet  our  view :  but  the  perfections 
and  coveoant-engagements  of  the  Lord  are  unchange- 
able ;  and   **  we  know  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are 
the  called  according  to  his  purpose."     ^*  He  will 
'*  never  suffer  us  to  be  tempted  above  what  we  are 
**  able  :  but  will  with  the  temptation  make  a  way  to 
'*  escape,  that  we  may  be  able  to  bear  it:"   yea, 
**  The  Lord  shall  deliver  us  from  every  evil  work, 
^^  and  will  preserve  us  to  his  heavenly  kingdom.  To 
"  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.*" 

These  arc  some  of  the  encouragements  and  instruc- 
tions, which  real  Christians  may  receive  from  the  sub- 
ject before  us.  But  how  stand  matters  with  our  souls? 
Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  prolonged  our  lives,  and  we 
now  enter  on  another  year ;  tvhile  numbers  have  been 
removed  to  the  regions  of  darkness  and  despair,  and 
some  to  the  realms  of  endless  day. — Many  of  our  ac- 
quaintance or  relatives  are  gone  to  their  long  home  ; 
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yet  we  remain  in  the  land  of  faith,  of  hope,  of  mercy, 
and  of  prayer.  But  "  the  time  is  short ;''  "the  end 
"  of  all  things  is  at  hand.'* — A  little  moment,  as  it 
were,  will  terminate  our  season  of  probation  and  pre- 
paration for  eternity ;  the  continuance  of  our  earthly 
comforts  or  trials,  and  our  opportunities  of  doing 
good  to  men,  and  glorifying  God  in  this  world  of  sin 
and  misery. 

Have  none  of  you  then  entered  on  this  new  year, 
destitute  of  vital  godliness,  strangers  to  repentance 
and  works  meet  for  repentance,  and  unacquainted 
with  a  life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  communi- 
on with  the  Father  through  him  ?    Are  none  of  you 
still  loitering  and  procrastinating,  loath  to  part  with 
worldly  idols,  and  averse  to  diligent  piety  ?    Or  are 
you  not  trying  to  persuade  yourselves,  that  so  much 
strictness  is  unnecessary,  that  by  attention  to  decent 
forms  and  moral  duties,  or  an  assent  to  certain  doc- 
trines, you  may  reconcile  religion  with  your  worldly 
spirit  and  pursuits,  and  thus  serve  God  and  Mam- 
mon ? — You   have  indeed  been  spared  to  enter  on 
another  year,  and   have  great   cause,    though  little 
heart,  for  thankfulness  :    but  what   assurance  have 
you  that  you  shall  live  to  the   close  of  it  ?     Seve- 
ral who  joined  with  us  last  year  in  the  service  of 
the  day,  are  now  entered  on  an  eternal  state ;  and 
probably  many  of  us  will  join  them  before  this  year 
shall  terminate.  And  how  terrible  will  this  be  to  those^ 
who  by  a  perverse  abuse  of  the  Lord's  abundant  mer*- 
cics,  have  increased  their  own  condemnation !    StilL 
"  the  Holy  Ghost  says.  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  hi^ 
*'  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts.^' — "  Seek  yc 
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"  Lord  while  he  may  be  found;  call  ye  upon  him, 
"  while  he  is  near."  And  we  intreat  you,  join  your 
prayer  for  yourselves  to  our  supplications  in  your 
behalf,  that  in  the  present  year  you  may  be  **  turned 
'<  firom  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Sa- 
"  tan  unto  God. " 

Perhaps  some  are  blessing  God,  that  this  has  been 
their  happy  case,  during  the  preceding  year ;  and  are 
DOW  saying  within  themselves,  ^  Had  I  died  before 

*  the  year  1795,  I  should  have  perished  in  my  sins, 
'  without  Christ,  and  without  hope.    But  the  Lord 

*  who  spared  me  when  others  were  cut  off,  and  rescu- 
'  ed  me  from  numberless  dangers  seen  and  unseen, 
^  when  I  habitually  trampled  on  his  commandments, 

*  and  ne^ected  his  salvation,  hath  at  length,  in  bound- 
'  less  mercy,  *'  granted  me  repentance,"  enabled  me  to 
'believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  taught  me 

*  by  his  gvace  to  walk  in  newness  of  life.'   *^  Bless  the 

*  Lord,  O  my  soul;  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  ; 

*  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities,  and  healeth  all  thy 
"  diseases ;  who  redeemcth  thy  life  from  destruction, 
*'and  crowneth  thee  with  loving-kindness  and  tender 
"  mercy. " — How  memorable  with  you,  my  brethren, 
even  to  eternal  ages,  will  be  this  "  acceptable  year  of 
the  Lord,*'  which  to  many  hath  doubtless  been  *'  the 
"  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God  !'*  Oh,  endeavour  to 

*  shew  forth  his  praises,  not  only  with  your  lips,  but 

*  in  your  lives,  by  giving  up  yourselves  to  his  ser- 

*  vice,  and  by  walking  before  him  in  holiness  and 

*  righteousness  all  your  days.'  Then  many  will  glo- 
rify God  on  your  behalf,  and  you  will  be  in  some  de- 
gree instrumental  in  bringing  others  to  seek  tlie  same 
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blessings.  AWde  in  Christ ;  keep  close  to  the  means 
of  grace;  watch  against  temptation;  **  be  not  high- 
"  minded,  but  fear,'*  for  your  enemies  are  many,  and 
your  hearts  deceitful ;  yet  "  be  sober,  and  hope  unto 
"  the  end:"  "  Fof  greater  is  he  that  is  in  you,  than 
**  he  that  is  in  the  world."  Wait  on  the  Lord  conti- 
nually,  that  he  may  renew  ^our  strength :  and  take 
heed,  lest  an  increase  of  knowledge  and  maturity  of 
judgment  should  be  attended  by  an  abatement  in  the 
fervour  of  your  afiections.  Be  not  contented  with  the 
low  attainments  of  this  lukewarm  age;  but  follow 
those,  who  have  most  closely  followed  Christ.  And 
now  approach  with  us  to  his  table,  to  avow  your  ao* 
ceptance  of  his  salvation,  and  surrender  of  yourselves 
to  his  service ;  that,  as  "  .bought  with  a  price,  you 
**  may  glorify  God  with  your  bodies  and  spirits  which 
•*  are  his.*' 

Some  perhaps  to  this  very  day,  may  stand  in  doubt 
to  what  class  or  company  they  belong.  '  May  the 
Lord  enable  such  persons,  to  begin  this  new  year, 
with  "  giving  all  diligence  to  make  their  calling  and- 
"  election  sure!"  Enquire,  my  friends,  with  im» 
partial  strictness,  into  the  reasons  of  your  uncertain- 
ty  and  darkness  :  cast  away  every  idol,  break  off  eve- 
ry entangling  pursuit  or  engagement,  return  from 
your  backslidings,  and  seek  the  Lord  with  all  your 
hearts :  that  should  this  year  terminate  your  lives  ^ 
your  setting  sun  may  break  forth  with  cheering  beams^ 
and  gild  the  dark  valley  through  which  you  must  pass: 
or  should  ^-ou  be  spared ;  that  your  walk  may  be 
henceforth  more  close  with  God,  more  honourable^ 
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and  comfortable,  and  more  Mifying  and  encouraging 
to  diase  around  you. 

My  Christian  Brethren !  let  us  enter  on  this  new 
year,  by  seriously  reviewing  the  one  that  we  have  fi- 
nished :  that  we  may  b&  humbled  for  the  sins,  into 
which  we  have  been  betrayed,  and  rendered  more 
amply  dependant  and  watchful :  and  that  we  may  be 
more  thankful  for  the  special  mercies,  personal,  so- 
cial, and  publick,  with  which  we  have  been  favour- 
ed. Let  us  earnestly  beg  a  blessing  from  God.  on 
every  attempt  we  have  made  to  sow  the  seed  of  truth, 
to  speak  a  word  in  season,  and  to  recommend  the  gos- 
pel :  beseeching  him  also  to  prevent  the  bad  effect  of 
our  mistakes  and  inconsistencies.  We  should  like- 
wise remember  that  time  is  short :  that  we  may  learn 
patience  in  tribulation,  joyfulness  in  hope,  indiffer- 
ence about  things  present,  and  diligence  in  our  proper 
work.  **  Whatever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
"  thy  might :  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor 
**  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the  grave  whither  thou 
goest.*"  *'  Let  your  loins  then  be  girded,  and 
your  lamps  burning;"  and  be  habitually  expecting 
the  coming  of  the  Lord,  Endeavour  to  recollect  what 
designs  of  usefulness  you  had  formed,  and  intended 
to  have  executed  during  the  last  year,  or  in  any  for- 
mer period;  and  set  about  them  without  delay  :  per- 
severe  in  every  good  work,  and  Christian  course,  on 
which  you  have  entered  ;  and  aim  to  press  forward, 
to  grow  in  grace,  and  abound  more  and  more  in  all 
the  fruits  of  righteousness.     Then    should  this  be 
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your  last  year,  as  it  possibly  may,  and  as  some 
probable  reason  to  expect ;  death  will  be  your  j 
and  while  the  survivors  among  us  may  meet  tog 
at  the  return  oi  this  season  to  set  up  another  I 
ezkr  to  our  merciful  God ;  others  will  have  joine 
company  before  the  throne,  and  be  triumphantl 
joicing  and  bles^ng  the  Lord,  that  he  hath  h 
them  quite  through,  made  them  more  than  con< 
ors,  and  placed  them  for  ever  out  of  the  reach  oi 
gersand  enemies. — May  we  all,  as  in  succession 
ed  out  of  this  world,  thus  join  the  heavenly  wor 
pers;  till  at  length, 

<  When  all  the  chosen  race 

<  Shall  meet  before  the  throne, 

<  To  bless  the  conduct  of  his  grace, 

*  Aqd  make  his  wonders  known  ;* 

we  may  be  found  of  that  happy  number,  and 
once  more  to  set  up  an  Eben-ezer  in  the  world  at 
and  to  join  in  eternal  adorations  of  the  Father 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  one  God  of  our  s 
ticMi,  to  whom  be  praise  and  glory  for  evern 
Amem 
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SthoU  the  Xxan/t  of  God,  which  (a/reth  otoay  the  itn 
ofUie  worid. 

John  baptist,  the  predicted  forerunner  of  the 
Mcs&iah,  was  doubtless  well  informed  of  his  person, 
offices,  and  kingdom.  He  prepared  the  way  of  the 
Ijsrd,  bj-  preaching  repentance,  as  indispensably  ne- 
CKsarj-  to  a  participation  of  the  blcisingb  about  to  be 
wmmunicated  :  and  while  he  baptized  the  people 
^ith  water,  as  an  outward  emblem  of  tlicJr  souls  be- 
ing washed  from  sin  ;  he  declared  that  the  Redeemer 
tculd  baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghast  and  with 
^.  He  bare  witness  to  the  Saviour  as  the  Son  of 
(«d,  the  Bridegroom  of  the  Church,  and  "  Oie  Lamb 
'fGod,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.'' 
He  cried,  saying,  "  This  was  he  of  whom  I  spake. 
He  that  coraeth  after  me  is  preferred  before  me ; 
"for  he  was  before  me ;  and  of  his  fulness  have  wc 

•  n^Bcbcd  Good-fiidftf,  1796. 
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*'  all  received."  He  added  on  another  occasion, 
*^  The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all 
"  things  into  his  hand.  He  that  belie veth  on  the  Son 
"  hath  everlasting  life ;  and  he  that  believeth  not  die 
"  Son  shall  not  see  life  :  but  the  wrath  of  Godabideth 
"  on  him.*"      ' 

It  is  evident,  that  this  most  eminent  servant  ol 
God  laboured  to  communicate  to  his  disciples  exalted 
apprehensions  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  to  excite  in 
them  large  expectations  from  him.  In  honouring  the 
Son  of  God  he  was  willing  to  abase  himself,  *^  as  un- 
"  worthy  to  loose  his  shoe-latchet."  He  was  astonish- 
ed to  think  that  the  Saviour  should  come  to  be  bep- 
tized  of  him,  when  he  was  conscious  that  as  a  sinner 
he  stood  in  need  of  his  spiritual  baptism :  and  wheil 
we  consider  the  excellency  of  John's  character,  with 
the  extraordinary  things  spoken  of  him  m  scripture ; 
we  shall  know  what  conclusions  to  draw  from  his  tes- 
timony. Certainly  he  would  not  have  concurred  with 
those,  who  employ  all  their  abilities  in  trying  to  per- 
suade mankind  not  to  think  too  highly  of  Christ,  not 
to  honour  him  too  much,  and  not  to  depend  on  him 
too  entirely  in  the  great  concerns  of  eternal  salvation. 
— But  the  u  ords  of  the  text  must  be  exclusively  our 
present  subject ;  and  from  them  we  may  enquire, 

I.  On  what  account  Christ  is  called  **  The 
**  Lamb  of  God.*' 

II.  The  import  of  the  words,  "  Who  taketfc 
"  away  the  sin  of  the  world." 


•  John,  Ui.  35, 36. 
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in.  The  can  to  «'  BehdU  tbe  Lambof  GocL" 

IV.  The  peculiar  instractions  to  be  derived 
from  meditating  on  this  subject 

I.  On  what  account  is  the  Lord  Jesus  called  ^'  The 
"Lamb  of  God  ?^ 

We  should  not  forget,  my  brethren,  that  the  lan- 
guage of  scripture  was  dictated  by  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
and  demands  our  most  reverent  attention  on  that  ac- 
count. If  then  we  interpret  it  in  a  general  way,  and 
treat  those  mctaphOTs  under  which  divine  mysteries 
are  revealed,  as  we  would  do  the  language  of  mere 
men,  who  often  use  pompous  words  and  extravagant 
figures  oTspeech  without  much  meaning ;  we  shall 
be  ibund  guilty  of  despising  the  sacred  oracles.  No 
doubt  every  metaphor  or  illustraticxi  was  selected^  in 
preference  to  all  others,  for  some  wise  and  holy  rea* 
sons ;  and  suggests  important  instruction  to  the  teach- 
able student.  This  must  especially  be  the  case,  with 
that  expression  of  the  text,  which  engages  our  present 
attention  :  becaubC  it  frequently  occurs  with  reference 
to  the  character,  sufferings,  and  salvation  of  Chrbt. 

A  lamb  is  a  well  known  emblem  of  innocence,  gen- 
tleness, patience,  and  purity  :  and  no  doubt  an  all  u- 
aon  was  made  to  these  things  in  speaking  of  the  Re- 
deemer as  the  Lamb  of  God.  Yet  we  cannot  suppose 
that  this  was  the  principal  meaning  of  that  appellation, 
when  we  duly  consider  the  various  passages  in  which 
it  is  used  :  for  in  what  sense  could  a  lamb  Udct  awojf 
sin^  except  by  becoming  an  atoning  sacrifice  ? 

The  slaughter  of  innocent  animals,  and  wisuming 
ihe  whole  or  some  part  of  their  bodies  }iiff;^  <»  *l^r> 
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\^s  an  essential  part  of  religious  worship,  from  the 
entrance  of  sin  to  the  death  of  Christ.— Those  ani- 
mals alone  were  used  for  this  purpose,  which  were 
the  valued  and  useful  property  of  man,  and  the  most 
perfect  in  the  kind :  but  lambs  were  by  far  the  most 
common  oblation.     Thus  Abel  by  faith  brought  the 
firstlings  of  his  flock  as  an  offering  unto  the  Lord,  and 
was  accepted ;  hxxt  faith  must  have  reference  to  a  di- 
vine testimony,  command,  or  appointment :  this  Cain 
disregarded,  ^^  leaning  to  his  ovm  understanding,"  and 
virtually  denying  his  need  of  an  atonement ;  and  there-^ 
f(H^  he  was  rejected.    No  sooner  was  Noah  liberated 
from  the  ark  than  he  offered  burnt-offerings  to  the 
Lord  :^  and  doubtless  the  general  opinion,  that  such 
sacrifices  were  proper  to  appease  the  anger  of  the 
gods,  was  derived  from  ori^nal  tradition;  for  it 
seems  to  have  no  ground  at  all  in  human  reasonings. 
When  Abraham,  at  God's  command,  went  with 
full  purpose  of  heart  to  offer  his  beloved  son  for  a 
burnt-ofiering,  Isaac,  as  acquainted  with  tlie  custom- 
ary oblations,  said,  ^*  My  father, — where  is  the  lamb 
**  for  a  burnt-offering  ? — And  Abraham  said.  My  son, 
*^  God  will  provide  himself  a  lamb  for  a  bumt-ofier>- 
*^  ing.f"    Under  the  law,  a  lamb  was  the  daily  sacri-    ' 
fice,  morning  and  evening :  and  on  the  sabbath  days    ^ 
this  was  doubled.  Thus  harmless  lambs,  free  from  all  '^ 
spot  and  blemish,  were  presented  at  the  altar  day  by  \ 
day ;  while  the  priest,  as  representative  of  the  congre-  ^ 
gation,  laid  his  hands  on  the  head  of  the  sacrifice,  and  ^ 
<Ioubdes3  confessed  over  it  the  sins  of  Israel,  which 
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typically  were  by  imputation  laid  upon  it  Then  Ihfc 
blood  of  the  lamb  was  shed ;  and  its  body  prepared 
»d  burnt  upon  the  altar,  by  the  fire  which  came 
down  from  heaven,  as  an  emblem  of  the  divine  justice 
ioAictii^  vengeance  cm  the  guilty.  And  when  the 
blood  had  been  sprinkled  and  poured  out,  according 
lo  the  appcnntment ;  the  priest  went  into  the  sane- 
tuaiy,  and  burned  incense  on  the  gdden  altar,  while 
aU  the  pec^Ie  prayed  without  in  the  courts  of  the 
temple.* 

But  the  paschal  Iambs,  which  immensely  exceeded 
in  mimberall  other  sacrifices  that  were  offered,  (when 
the  kw  was  regulariy  observed,)  were  most  empha- 
tically prefigurative  of  Christ  and  his  atonement. 
The  unblemished  lamb  for  every  &nuly  was  selected 
four  days  before  the  passover,  when  it  was  sacrificed 
in  the  presence  of  the  elders  and  congregation  of  Is- 
rael :  its  blood  was  then  sprinkled  on  the  lintels  and 
door-posts  of  their  houses :  and  its  body  roasted  whole 
was  eaten  within  by  all  the  professed  people  of  God 
The  feast  was  celebrated  with  unleavened  bread,  and 
they  were  directed  to  eat  it  with  bitter  herbs,  and 
widi  staves  in  their  hands ;  in  remembrance  of  theii" 
i^ti:i±um  in  Eg}rpt,  their  preservation  when  the  first- 
bom  were  slain^  and  their  marvellous  deliverance 
fiom  bondage.  The  aposde  teaches  us  how  to  inter- 
pret these  things  when  he  says,  ^^  Christ,  our  Pass- 
**  over,  b  sacrificed  for  us :  therefore  let  us  keep  the 
^^  fiast,  not  with  old  leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven 
"  of  malice  and  wickedness,  but  with  the  unleavened 
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^  biMd  f£  wdensj  wd  tnitii.'>«  He  b  the  true  \ 
pgtchal  Lamb,  the  flpodeai  AKrifioe  ftr  sm :  be  wM 
predicied  fimr  thcmsHnd  ye«s  befive  bb  oomnigitt 
Uie  flesh:  nd  at  kogth  be  was  cnidfied  Cor  ua^ 
at  the  denuod  and  in  the  la-cacnce  of  the  r^krsaad 
peopfeoflameL  Hb  mteoae  suflbrings»  from  die  Serf 
laratb  of  God  against  oor  sins,  anawoed  to  the  pie# 
scribed  roasting  of  the  paschal  bmh.-^TlK  prafissaios 
of  &ith  in  hb  blood  externally  pboes  the  aoul  under 
the  divine  protection,  while  vengeance  b  denoonoed 
tgainst  unbdievers:  but  the  inward  experience  of 
true  Christians,  who  secretly  '  feed  on  Christ  in  their 
*  hearts  by  fiuth  with  thanksgiving,'  corresponds  with 
their  avowed  dependence  on  him.  In  genuine  m* 
eerity  and  simplicity  of  heart,  they  exercbe  repen- 
tance, and  mourn  for  dieir  sins ;  they  deny  them- 
selves, take  up  their  cross,  and  bear  sanctified  aflic* 
tions ;  and,  being  set  at  liber^  from  Satan's  yoke, 
they  set  out  on  their  pilgrimage  to  die  heavenly 
Canaan# 

With  allusion  to  these  types  the  apostle  says, 
*^  Ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corri^Ue  things,  ais 
^'  rilver  and  gold,-— but  widi  the  precious  Uood  of 
^^  Christ,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemish  and  widiout 
^'  qiot ;  who  verily  waa  fore*ordained  before  die  feun< 
**  dadon  of  the  worid,  but  was  manife^  in  these  last 
"  times  for  you."t  And  John  saw  in  hb  vision, 
"  A  door  q)ened  in  heaven.'*—"  And  there  stood  a 
^^  Lamb,  <u  it  had  been  slain :  and  the  four  living  . 
"  creatures  and  four  and  twenty  ekiers  fell  dovm  ht-^ 
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*^  foietiie  Lmb,— -and  they  sang  a  new  song,  saying, 
'*  -—Thou  wast  dain  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God 
'*wkh  thy  blood."— The  angds  also  joined  these 
rcpRsenlitives  of  the  universal  church,  **  Saying  with 
**  a  loud  voice*  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain, 
**  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
"  strength,  and  honour,  and  glcxy,  and  blessing.*'' 
On  another  occasion  the  apostle  '^  beheld,  and,  lo,  a 
^'  great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  number—p- 
^  fltood  befixe  the  throne  and  before  the  lamb,  dothed 
*^  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands;  and 
''  cried  wbk  a  loud  voice.  Salvation  to  our  God  which 
'*  sattcth  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.'' — 
^'  These  are  they,  which  came  out  of  great  tribula- 
'^  tioDy  and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
^  wiutie  in  the  Uood  of  the  Lamb ;  therefore  they 
^'  are  befixe  the  throne  of  God  ;---and  the  Lamb, 
"  ^iriiich  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall  feed  them, 
"  and  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters. f 

it  is  evident  that  the  emblem  of  a  Lamb  that  had 
been  slain,  in  all  these  places  refers  lo  the  death  of 
Oirist,  as  the  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  and  tlie  an-itype 
of  ail  the  legal  sacrifices,  **  Without  shrddi:ig  of 
"*  blood  is  no  remission;"  but,  "  it  is  not  possible  that 
"  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,"  or  lumlxs,  *'  should 
"  take  away  sins. J"  As  therefore  all  that  were  par- 
doned  and  saved  fi'om  the  first  entrance  of  sin,  uere 
partakers  of  the  benefits  arising  from  the  one  oblation 
of  Christ  once  offered ;  so  He  is  called  **  Tiic  Lamb 
'^  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  v" 


•  RcT.  iv   1.  V.  6—13.       t  Rev.  vii.  9—17.      \  IH).  ix.  '?2.  x  A 

V  Rev.  .xiii.  9 


70  SERMOll    JIJ. 

It  18  my  design  in  these  citationsi  to  remove  evofi 
shadow  df  doubt,  and  eveiy  degree  of  hesdtition  finoa 
your  minds,  coDcerning  the  meaning  of  the  woidp, 
'<  The  Lamb  of  God.'*  The  honour  of  the  dhrine^ 
law  and  government,  and  the  satis&ction  of  the  divine 
justice  in  saving  unners,  required  an  atonement  of  in« 
finite  value.   The  wisdom  of  God  therefore  planned 
this  method  of  redemption,  and  Christ  is  the  Lamb 
of  God's  appointment.   *^  When  he  cometh  into  the 
^^  world  he  saith,  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  woiddest 
**  not,  but  a  body  hast  thou  prepared  me,  in  burnt- 
*'  offerings  and  sacrifices  for  sin  thou  hast  had  no 
**  pleasure.   Then  said  I,  Lo,  I  come  (in  the  vcdume 
*^  of  the  book,"  in  the  opening  of  the  rdl  of  scrips 
ture,  "  it  is  written  of  me,)  to  do  thy  will,  O  God*** 
All  other  methods  of  expiating  guilt  and  renderii^ 
the  salvation  of  sinners  honourable  to  God,  were  un-  * 
availing :  but  when  the  Lamb  of  God  came,  and  of- 
fered himself  as  an  atoning  sacrifice,  the  required 
satisfaction  was  made,  and  no  fiirther  oblations  were 
necessary. 

But  this  appointed  atonement  was  likewise  of  God'« 
providing.  The  plan  of  redemption  by  a  sacrifice  of 
infinite  value  would  not  have  profited  us  sinners ;  if 
everlasting  love  had  not 'provided  such  an  oblation. 
The  whole  universe  could  not  have  supplied  a  single 
individual,  whose  dignity  and  excellency  qualified  him 
for  such  an  undertaking ;  or  whose  love  was  so  im- 
mense, as  to  influence  him  to  interpose  in  our  behalf. 
But  "  God  spared  not  his  own  Son."    He  gave  him 
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to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins ;  he  accepted  the 
obbdoa  which  he  hadai^inted  and  provided ;  and  in 
al  these  respects,  Christ  is  <^  the  Lamb  of  God."— 
We  proceed^ 

IL  To  consider  the  import  of  the  words,  "  Which 
"^taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.'' 

The  unblemished  harmless  lambs,  which  were  sa- 
crificed £rom  the  beginmng,  had  no  guilt  of  their  own; 
fct  they  suffered  as  if  they  had  been  guilty.  They 
were  subsfituted  in  the  place  of  the  criminals  ;  and 
the  guilt  or  desert  of  punishment  was  typically  trans- 
ferred from  the  sinner  to  the  sacrifice.  It  was  impu- 
ted to  the  animal,  who  bare  the  punishment,  whila 
the  oflerer  escaped :  and  it  took  away  his  sin  by  ex- 
piadng  the  guilt  of  it —Thus  the  Lord  Jesus  was  sub- 
stituted in  our  place ;  our  guilt  was  transferred  to  him 
by  imputation.  He  was  sinless  himself,  and  yet  suf- 
fered as  a  sinner,  in  order  **  that  whosoever  belie veth 
*^  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life:'^ 
and  in  this  manner  he  taketh  away  sin. 

We  are  not,  however,  left  to  deduce  this  conclu- 
son,  firom  types  and  shadows,  or  our  own  reasonings 
concerning  them :  for  the  sacred  writers  have  most 
explicitly  and  energetically  declared  the  same  great 
truth.  The  prophet  Isaiah,  in  his  most  wonderful 
prediction  of  the  sufferings  and  glory  of  the  Redeem- 
er, says,  **  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
"  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities. — All  we  like 
"  sheep  have  gone  astray :  we  have  turned  every  one 
"  to  his  own  \vay,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the 
'*  iniquity  of  us  all "  **  It  pleased  the  Lp  r  d  to  bruise 
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^^  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief:  thou  ahalt  mak 
'*  soul  an  oflfering  for  sin — He  shall  bear  their  in 
'<  ties.  He  bare  the  sin  of  many."  You  set, 
brethren,  that  Christ  not  only  bare  our  punishi 
but  our  iniquities :  and  thb  can  imply  nothing 
than  actual  translation  of  guilt  from  the  sinner  t 
sacrifice.  *  It  was  exacted,  and  he  became  an; 
able.'*  He  willingly  consented  to  become  our  Si 
to  assume  our  flesh,  and  expiate  our  sins  by  his 
suffering  and  death  upon  the  cross.  He  was  ca| 
of  doing  this,  and  willing  to  do  it.  The  humai 
ture  he  assumed  was  preserved  free  from  all  con 
nation  of  sin :  so  that  his  life  was  not  forfeits 
suffering  deserved,  by  any  personal  transgression 
had  power  to  lay  down  his  life,  and  power  to  ta 
igain,  and  no  mere  creature  ever  was  or  can  be  p 
in  a  similar  situation.  ^^  He  loved  us,  and  gave 
'^  self  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  unto  Go* 
'*a  sweet  smelling  savour,  ^'f  The  imputatic 
^ilt  no  more  implied  criminality  or  pollution, 
the  sacrificing  of  the  harmless  lamb  rendered  it  s 
md  defiled  :  or  tlian  a  man  becomes  chargeable 
the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the  poor  inso 
ivhom  he  liberates  from  prison  by  paying  his  debt 
of  the  most  generous  compassion. 

And  let  us  not  suppose,  that  this  language 
:eming  Christ  bearing  our  sins^  was  merely  th 
prophecy  or  poetry  :  for  the  writers  of  the  New 
Lament,  iii  didaclive  prose,  are  equally  decisive 
^ven  more  so.   "  He  was  made  sin  for  us,  w-ho  1 
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lb  no ;  Art  ive  miglit  be  inade  tlie  rigbteoosMp 
€  G<M>  in  liiiii.4t*>  This  eertaiidjr  ioiptiefli  a  twap 
d  imputaticHi  oFfOor  aia  to  Christ,  and  df  hisri^ 
dsDesatous.  *^  Christ  hath  redeemed  us  from  tbii 
wae-of  the  hrir,  lying  made  ^  curae  fi)r.iii8.t'' 
Who  his  owti'self  ban^oiif  aavjuilw  aWn  body 
A  the  tree.'*— ^*<  He  sufeed  onoe  fix*  Nsinsp  the 
ioac  fv  the  uiyust^  that  lie  miglitf  bring,  vii  to 
5od4$'/  ''  Bdng  justified  Ireelj  bjr  his  grace, 
Ihraiqi^  jdki,  redemption,  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus^ 
iriMNB  God  hath  set  fi)rth  to  be.  a  propidation, 
Ihioilgfa  Akh  in  his  Uoodj  to  declare  hh  jigfateoosA 
iMM  fior  the  reinission  of.siiMH^ithat  he  aiigfat  be 
ftHmd  the  justifierof  him  that  believeth*in  Joit 
■■.i''-^Thete  :and  inanf  similar  expresmiA,  as 
iMcltd  irith  the  instittttkms'oT  the  oeremomd  law^ 
I  the  rcaaoomgs  of  die  apostle  in  his  Epistle  to  the 
ibcws,  are  abundantly  sufficient^  to  prove;  not 
[j  that  the  doctrine  of  an  atonement  by  the  vica- 
IIS  su&rings  of  Emmanuel  is  contsiined  in  scrip- 
(t,  but  that  it  is  the  most  prominent  and  central  part 
revelation.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  appointment 
the  Lord^s  supper,  in  perpetual  remembrance  of 
e  death  of  Christ ;  and  for  a  constant  representation 
f  the  life  of  fidth,  under  the  figure  of  *^  eating  the 
fcsh  and  drinking  the  blood  of  Christ'^  We  nuiy 
Ittefore  confidently  affirm,  that  they  who  deny  or 
iphin  away  thb  doctrine,  prefer  tlieir  own  reason- 
igs  to  the  sure  testimony  of  God,  and  endeavour  to 
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ikc  kcT-stone  of  an  arch,  the  \vbdle  of  wluch 
K  leagch  fidl  dowoi  if  they  could  succeed.  Sq 
natund  rdigion,  which  palliates  and  flatters 
pride,  will  uniformly  be  preferred  Co  the  rA« 
of  the  Bible,  by  all  who  lose  sight  of  this  funda-' 
doctrine  :  and  fiicts  do  fully  demonstrate  tha( 
this  has  always  in  process  of  time  been  the  conae- 
^juence,  when  persons  have  argued  themselves  and 
others,  out  of  the  ancient  and  orthodox  interpretatkm 
of  redemption  by  the  Saviour's  atoning  blood 

But  the  present  occasion  admits  not  a  fuller  dis- 
cussion of  this  important  subject.  The  propitiatory 
oblation  made  by  the  l!«amb  of  God,  being  of  infinite 
Talue,  was  sufficient  to  take  away  the  original  and  ac- 
tual sin  of  mankind,  even  as  if  it  had  been  but  one 
oomplex  transgression.  Millions  in  every  age  have 
received  the  benefit  of  it ;  and  if  the  whole  htfmao 
race  should  at  once  apply  for  pardon  and  salvatioa 
by  the  blood  of  Christ ;  it  would  suffice  to  take  away 
all  theic  sin.  The  efficacy  of  the  typical  sacrifices  was 
confined  wholly  to  the  Jewish  nation :  but  that  of  the 
one  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ,  extends  equally  to 
other  nations.  It  is  sent  to  them  all  witliout  excep- 
tion :  and  we  can  assure  any  sinner  throughout  tiic 
earth,  that  if  he  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  he  shall  be 
saved.  So  that  none  perish,  because  there  is  no  help 
for  them ;  but  because  pride,  love  of  sb,  and  aver- 
sion  to  the  spiritual  service  of  God,  harden  their 
hearts  in  imbelief,  and  they  *^  will  not  come  to  Christ, 
<*  that  they  might  have  life."  In  this  sense  *'  The 
<(  Lamb  of  Godtaketh  away  the  sin  of  the  World." 
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But  he  also  taketh  away  ^ih  from  the  conscience 
by  the  sprinkling  of  his  blood.*  The  atonement 
made  upon  the  cross  eventually  profits  none  but 
ihoGC,  who  apply  it  to  themselves.  This  is  represent- 
ed in  the-LcMd's  supper,  as  it  was  of  old  by  the  eat- 
ing of  the  paschal  lamb,  with  the  sprinkling  of  it» 
blood.  We  are  not  communicants  merely  by  hearing 
of,  or  seciDg,  the  emblems  of  Christ's  body  and  blood, 
but  by  eating  and  drinking  them.  The  Lord  Jesus 
**  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,  to  be  testified  in 
due  time,"t  sends  his  gospel  to  sinners,  and  by  the 
poirerful  convictions  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  efiectually 
s  their  self-confidence;  then  their  conscience 
burdened  with  the  guilt  of  their  former 
sins ;  and  whatever  efforts  they  use  to  get  relief,  all 
prove  ioefiectuai,  till  they  understand  the  nature,  and 
see  the  suiUbleness  and  glory  of  redemption  by  the 
blood  of  Christ  Applying  in  true  repentance  and 
living  faith  for  an  interest  in  this  propitiation,  they 
find  the  load  of  guilt  removed,  and  obtain  stable 
peace,  connected  with  deep  humiliation,  hatred  of 
sin,  watchfulness  against  it,  acquaintance  with  the  di- 
^"ine  law  in  their  own  hearts,  and  great  tenderness  of 
conscience.  "  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats, 
*^  and  the  ashes  of  an  heifer  sprinkling  the  unclean, 
"  sanctifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flesh :  how  much 
"  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who,  tlirough  the 
'*  eternal  Spirit,  offered  himself  without  spot  to  God, 
•  purge  your  conscience  from  dead  works  to  serve 
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**  the  living  God?*';'  Nothing  but  this  view  of  thai 
cross,  this  application  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  thitij 
cashing  in  '^  the  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  unclean^ 
ness,"  can  give  that  kind  of  peace  and  confidence 
'  which  hath  been  described :  because  nothing  else  can  j 
shev^  the  enlightened  and  humbled  heart  the  divind* 
justice  and  holiness,  in  harmony  with  mercy  and 
truth,  glorified  in  pardoning  and  saving  the  chief  oC  \ 
sinners.  Ancf  whenever  this  peace  has  been  lost  - 
through  relapses  into  sin,  there  is  no  other  way  of 
recovering  it,  but  that  in  which  it  was  first  obtained  i 
nay  indeed,  it  cannot  be  preserved  in  the  midst  of 
those  numberless  imperfections  and  defilements,  that 
accom'pany  our  best  days  and  duties,  except  by  con- 
tinual application  to  ^'  the  blood  of  Christ  which 
**  cleanseth  from  all  sin." 

In  consequence  of  the  atonement  and  intercession 
of  Christ,  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  destroys  in 
the  heart  of  his  disciples,  the  dominion,  love,  and 
pollution  of  sin  ;  by  means  of  the  motives,  encourage^ 
ments,  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  In  this  sense 
also,  *'  th#  Lanib  of  God  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
**  world :''  for  this  is  the  only  method,  by  which  the 
hearts  of  men  all  over  the  world  can  be  made  holy  ; 
and  all  men  in  every  nation  of  the  earth,  who  believe 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  are  thus  sanctified  by  faith  in 
him-t" — "  Christ  also  loved  the  church,  and  gave 
"  himself  for  it,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it 
1'  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word ;  that  he 
<*  might  present  it  to  himself  a  glorious  church,  not 
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**  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing;  but  that 
**  it  should  be  holy  and  without  blemish,"*  "  You 
"  who  were — enemies  in  your  minds  by  wicked 
•**  works ;  yet  now  hath  he  reconciled ;  in  the  body  of 
"  his  flesh  through  death ;  to  present  you  holy,  and 
*'  unbiameable,  and  unreproveaUe  in  his  sight."f 
**  He  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us 
firom  all  iniquity,  and  purify  us  unto  himself  a  pe« 
culiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,  j:"  Thus 
win  ihe  Lamb  of  God  continue  to  take  away  the  sin 
of  beljeters  all  over  the  world,  till  there  be  no  re- 
mains of  it  left;  and  till  the  whole  company  shall  be 
^*  presented  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory 
"  with  exceeding  joy.  J'* 

III.  Then  we  consider  the  call  to  "  Behold  the 
"  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
"  wc»l^." 

I  shall  not  confine  myself  to  the  exact  import  of 
the  words,  as  spoken  by  John ;  but  refer  likewise  to 
several  other  scriptures  of  a  similar  nature.  *'  There 
*'  is  no  God  else  beside  me,  a  just  God  and  a  Sa- 
**  viour ; — look  unto  me  and  be  yc  saved,  all  the  ends 
"  of  the  earth.  II"  **  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent 
'*  in  the  wilderness,  even  s(5  must  the  Son  of  man 
•*  be  lifted  up;  that  whosoever  believeth  in  hiru 
"  should  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life.  If"  **  Look- 
*'  ing  unto  Jesus,  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our 
*'  £iiih,  who  for  the  joy  set  before  him  endured  ilic 
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*'  cross,,  despising  the  shame;  and  is  set  down  at 
<'  right  band  of  the  throne  of  God.*"    The  Ba] 
may  be  supposed  to  have  addressed  hb  disciples 
this  eifect :  *  You  want  pardon  of  your  sins,  and 
liverance  from  the  power  and  pollution  <^  iniqui^i 
«'  Behold"*  then  ''  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  ai 
^*  the  sin  of  the  world.''    He  alone  can  coiifier 
blessings;    apply    to    him,    become    his   disdplcisl 
rely  on  him  entirely,  and  follow  impUcitly  &ia  di* 
rections;    thus  you  will  be  saved,   and  be  mada 
instrumental  to  the  salvation  of  your  fellow  un*^ 
iiers.'  \ 

But  we  may  Understand  the  call  in  a  more  compre« 
hensive  sense,  as  an  exhortation  to  meditate  seriously  -. 
and  frequently  on  the  great  doctrines  thus  revealed ; 
to  behold  and  contemplate  the  person  and  redemptioa 
of  Christ  with  fixed  attention  and  humble  fSuth.  He 
seems  to  address  us  from  the  cross,  and  to  say,  '^  Is 
*^  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by  ?  Behold,  and 
"  see,  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow, 
^^  which  b  done  unto  me;  wherewith  the  Lord  hath 
"  afflicted  me  in  the  day  %(  hb  fierce  anger,  f"  Let 
us  then  turn  our  thoughts  from  all  other  subjects,  and 
with  believing  application  to  ourselves,  contemplate 
the  interesting  scene,  which  we  thb  day  comme- 
morate. 

Wc  cannot  well  enter  on  such  meditations,  with- 
out adverting  to  the  language  of  the  sacred  writers, 
concerning  the  essential  and  eternal  Deity  of  Christ, 
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One  with  the  Father,  the  Creator  and  Upholder  oC 
all  worlds,  the  Object  of  universal  worship  and  ado- 
ration. We  consider  this  glorious  Person  coming  in 
die  fle^'  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  to  seek  and 
sive  the  lost,  from  mere  love  and  compassion  to  de* 
aervedly  perishing  sinners.  The  spotless  purity  of 
his  human  nature ;  the  perfection  of  his  obedience  to 
the  divine  law;  the  depth  of  his  voluntary  humilia- 
tion ;  the  poverty  and  contempt,  and  the  contradic- 
tion of  anners,  which  he  endured  through  life,  de- 
mand our  most  serious  attention.  He  effected  not 
his  gracious  purposes  in  our  behalf,  as  a  Monarch  or 
a  Conqueror;  he  taught  not  as  a  Philosopher  or  a 
Moralist:  *'  but  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of 
^  a  servant,''  and  ^^  gave  his  life  a  ransom  Sot 
**  nmiy." 

We  should,  however,  especially  contemplate  the 
miety  and  intenseness  of  his  suflferings,  in  the  clo- 
sng  scene  of  his  humiliation :  the  excruciating  pain 
he  endured,  from  the  scourge,  the  thorns,  and  the 
nails,  and  when  hanging  on  the  accursed  tree  ;  with  . 
the  anguish  of  mind  he  felt  when  agonizing  in  the 
garden,  and  when  on  the  cross  he  exclaimed,  "  My 
"  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?"  It 
is  very  important  for  us  to  reflect  on  what  the  Re- 
dcemer  suQered  from  men ;  from  the  base  treaclicry 
of  Judas,  the  unfaithfulness  of  Peter,  the  cowardice 
tf  the  disciples ;  the  cruel  injustice  of  Oiiaphas,  the 
Bribes,   priests,   council,   and  even   their  servants; 

tfrom  the  contempt  and  indignity  put  upon  him  by 
Herod  and  his  men  of  war;  the  cruelty  and  scorn  of 
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Pilate's  soldiers ;  the  lingering  tortures  of  the  crosSi  > 
the  jngratitude  of  the  insulting  multitude,  and  tht ' 
revilings  even  of  the  malefactors.     We  shoul^  reooU 
lect  likewise,  that  this  was  the  hour  and  power  of ! 
darkness:   and  what  gloomy  ima^nations;  and  de' 
tested  thoughts  might  be  presented  to  the  mind  of  { 
Christ,  by  the  subtle  and  energetick  influence  of  evil 
spirits,  may  be  best  conceived  by  those  who .  *^  are 
"  not  ignorant  of  their  devices."     *'  He  suffered, 
*^  being  tempted,  that  he  might  be  able  to  succour 
**  them  that  are  tempted  :*'  and  the  assaults  of  Satan 
in  the  desert  may  convince  ns,  that  he  would  do  his 
utmost,  when  pef  mitted,  to  bruise  the  heel  of  Him, 
who    came  to   cfush    his    head    and   destroy   his 
works.  ^ 

But  we  are  also  taught,  that  "  it  pleased  the  Lpret 
**  to  bruise  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief:  and  to 
**  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin."  Awake,  O 
'*  sword,  against  my  Shepherd,  and  against  the  Man 
.  •*  that  is  my  Fellow,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts;  smite 
"  the  Shepherd.*"  **  He  spared  not  his  own  Son,- 
•*  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all."  And  when^  we 
compare  our  Lord^s  agony  in  the  garden,  and  his 
exclamation  on  the  cross,  with  the  conduct  of  his 
own  disciples  under  the  severest  tortures:  we.musf 
be  convinced  that  his  cup  was  embittered  inconceiv-i 
ably  more  than  theirs,  and  that  consolations  and  sup- 
ports  wene  vouchsafed  them,  of  which  he  was  wholly 
left  destitute. — We   cannot  explain  this  subject. — 


^    -■■■■„» 
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\Vc  may  be  certain,  that  remorse  of  conscience,  de- 
spair, and  the  prevalence  of  hateful  passions,  which 
win  eternally  increase  the  misery  of  condemned 
signers,  could  have  no  place  in  the  mind  of  the  holy 
Jesus:  but  whatever  pain,  shame,  wrath,  curse, 
agony,  or  misery,  he  could  possibly  endure  ;  what- 
ever the  justice  of  God,  the  honour  of  the  law,  and 
the  instruction  of  the  universe  in  the  evil  and  desert 
of  sin,  required;  all  this  the  Redeemer  suffered, 
till  be  could  say  with  hi^  expiring  breath,  '^  It  is 
C4  finished-'* 

It  should  likewise  be  remembered,  that  our  Lord 
most  mllingly  submitted  to  all  these  su&rings,  from 
love  to  our  souls  and  regard  to  the  glory  of  God. 

m 

No  man  had  power  to  take  away  his  life :  the  prince 
of  thb  world  had  no  part  in  him;  no  personal  trans- 
gression exposed  him  to  the  sentence  of  death ;  but 
"  love,  that  passeth  knowledge,"  moved  him  to  give 
himself  a  propitiatory  Sacrifice  for  our  sins!  The 
meekness,  patience,  and  persevering  fortitude,  with 
which  our  Lord  suffered,  should  not  pass  unnoticed. 
"  He  was  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as 
**  a  sheep  before  his  shearers  is  dumb,  so  he  o[]ened 
"  not  his  mouth.*'  *'  Christ  also  suffered  for  us, 
**  leaving  us  an  example  that  ye  should  follow  his 
"  steps;  who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again: 
"  i\hcn  he  suffered  he  threatened  not.*" 

The  circumstances  attending  his  crucifixion  also 
form  a  proper  subject  of  meditation.     The  sun  was 
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miraculously  darkened,  as  a  token  of  the  divine  cBs« 
pleasure,  and  an  emblem  of  the  gloom  i?hich  over- ; 
spread  the  Sun  of  righteousness.     Yet,  in  this  deep 
humiliation  of  the  Lord  of  glory,  he  rescued  one 
perishing  sinner  from  the  jviws  of  destrocttcMi,  and  | 
took  him  with  him  to  paradbe.    When  he  expired^  ' 
"  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent;"  the  rocks  were  : 
torn  by  an  earthquake,  the  graves  were  opened,  and 
the  preparation  made  for  the  resurrection  of  those 
saints,  who  were  appointed  to  grace  the  triumph  of 
the  rising  and  ascending  Saviour.     For  the  event  of 
his  sufl^ngs  in  his  personal  exaltation ;   and  the' 
complete  salvation,  in  body  and  soul,  of  all  the  un- 
numbered myriads,  which  ever  did  or  ever  shall  be- 
lieve in  him,  is  the  last  particular,  to  which  our  pre- 
sent meditations  should  be  directed.-^But  it  is  time 
for  us  to  proceed, 

IV.  To  consider  the  peculiar  instructions,  to  be 
derived  from  these  contemplations. 

The  worth  of  our  immortal  souls  b  most  empha* 
tically  taught  us  by  the  cross  of  Christ.  "  What 
*'  is  a  man  profited  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and 
"  lose  his  own  soul?  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
"  change  for  his  soul?"  Could  any  one  literally  gain 
the  whole  universe,  as  the  price  of  iniquity,  and  keep 
it  with  every  imaginable  advantage  durir^  the  term 
of  human  life;  it  could  neither  preserve  his  body 
from  the  grave,  nor  his  soul  from  eternal  misery! 
"  It  costs  more  to  redeem  the  soul :  that  must  be  let 
*'  alone  for  ever.' ^  View  the  Saviour  agonizing  in 
Gclhsemane,  and  expiring  on  the  cross  !  Did  he 
ondure  these  unknown  sufferings  to  preserve  men 
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from  temporal  poverty,  pain,  or  death  ?  By  no  means : 
but  to  deliver  them  from  the  wrath  to  come ;  where 
**  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quendied  ^' 
Who  can  doubt  then,  that  an  immortal  soul  is  man's 
principal  treasure  ?  It  is  possessed  by  the  meanest,  and 
it  infinitely  exceeds  in  value  all  the  distinctions  of  tlie 
mightiest  He  who  made  the  soul  knows  its  wortli ; 
and  he  deemed  it  so  valuable,  that  he  ransomed  our 
souls  fixxn  ruin,  at  the  price  of  his  own  blood.  ]Shall 
we  not  then  deem  the  salvadon  of  them  our  grand 
coacem,  and  regard  all  interfering  objects  as  unwor- 
thy our  notice  in  the  comparison  ?  If  we  should  never 
Mooeed  in  any  one  thing  all  our  lives,  except  in  this 
chief  concern ;  our  felicity  will  be  congratulated  by 
angris  to  eternity :  if  we  should  prosper  in  all  other 
lespects,  and  £dl  here ;  our  folly  and  misery  will  be 
lamented  and  execrated  for  ever. 

Our  children  also  have  immortal  souls.  Does 
then  our  love  of  them  induce  us  to  use  every  means 
of  providing  for  their  comfort  in  this  world ;  and 
sfaaU  it  not  influence  us  to  proportionable  earnestness 
10  seeking  their  salvation?  O  cruel  and  infatuated 
parents,  who  take  excessive  care  about  the  bodies  of 
jowr  children,  and  leave  their  precious  souls  to  pe- 
rish everlastingly  for  want  of  diligent  instruction  ;  or 
perhaps  even  help  to  murder  them,  by  indulging  their 
sinful  dispositions,  and  setting  them  a  bad  example ! 
— ^Nay,  let  us  further  learn  to  consider,  tliat  our  rela- 
tives, neighours,  and  enemies,  have  immortal  souls. 
Because  they  arc  so  valuable,  "  He  that  winneth  souls 
is  wise  :'*  let  us  then  think  nothing  too  much  to  ex- 
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in  promoting  that  grand  object,  for 
of  God  sbed  his  precious  blood. 
JiK  wagiigd  in  this  glass,  how  vain  does  the  world  \ 
iutf  jil  t&mgs  in  it  appear !  "  God  forbid  that  I  should 
*  i£curT  sanre  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  \ 
'  br  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  unto 
-  die  workL  *'  What  are  empires,  or  the  loss  of  them  ? 
^^^lat  renown,  or  in&mv  ?  \\Tiat  affluence  or  poverty  ? 
^\~ha£  the  most  exquisite  pleasure  or  torturing  pain, 
when  put  in  competition  with  eternal  h^)|»niess,  or 
misenr  ?  or  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  cross  of 
C!rnst  *  Hid  ix  Dr<  so  Joved  us,  all  possible  prosperity 
r:roik£  rcc  lintY  pnrTcnicd  our  everlasting  nusery :  if  we 
A?:ir«:r  jr.  }ssn.  aD  possible  adversity  cannot  prevent  our 
^xriasdrr^  happiness.   Let  us  not  then  en^y  the  weal- 
ed Hfid  ShJCots&xuL  but  pity  and  pray  for  them :  let  us 
tvx  o^^^'Jrt  ^\v>JJy  things,  repine  for  want  of  them,  or 
l;i7r)0<^  :>c  kx^  of  them :  let  us  not  join  in  the  vain 
TTiiriS  s^i  ccuxlcnxncd  sinners,  or  be  satisfied  nith  any 
;>■).•«:  nKimi  iM  ilw  joy  of  God's  salvation. 

)m  ccHitx-mpl.uingihe  cross  of  Christ,  we  may  learn 
/v  pcrlivt  jus:kc  ami  holiness  of  God,  the  excellency 
o?  h>s  hw,  ami  iV.c  desert  of  sinners.  In  the  condem- 
^Hnv\  of  r.\lien  angels  and  wicked  men,  and  in  many 
,vNo^  A\)tV,l  ways  tlu^  Lord  hath  proclaimed  hisab- 
Nmi^nv  xM  iiv.v|\at\\  and  his  determination  to  magnify 
*v>  \\x  ;.t\\  \^:  his  mercy  not  being  visible  in  those 
xXN'^^xx.  \*.  \\\\^)m  l>a\e  Ivcn  thought,  either  that  he 
v^.kx  ^;^  .»jM*vv  v^{  Nhewinc  nier\\v,  or  that  in  exercising 
'xxv>  Iv  wvMiM  a!\i:e  fn^m  the  demands  of  justice, 
«*v'  xnm\ui\v  m  iiAnst^sMiMi.  But  the  subject  before 
*>.  >fc\\i  \uuU*iNii\\K  \vnfutcs  oil  such  vain  imagina* 
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tions.  When  mercy  triumphed  most  illustriously^ 
justice  was  most  gloriously  displayed,  the  law  most 
honoured,  and  sin  most  exposed  to  imiversal  detesta- 
tioo.  '  Rather,'  says  the  Saviour,  *  will  I  bear  the 
corse  of  the  divine  law,  and  the  punishment  of  sin, 
in  my  own  person,  and  make  an  expiation  of  infinite 
value  by  my  sufierings  and  death  upon  the  cross; 
than  either  leave  sinners  to  perish  without  help,  or 
allow  the  law  to  be  dishonoured,  and  justice  to  be  re- 
laxed for  their  benefit.'  *'  Do  we  then  make  void 
"  the  law  through  fidth?  God  forbid,  yea,  we  esta- 
''  Uish  the  law." 

Here  again  we  may  learn  repentance,  and  abhor- 
rence  of  our  iniquities.  '^  They  shall  look  on  me 
^'  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn."  The  more 
bvdy  and  glorious  the  divine  perfections  appear,  the 
more  excellent  the  holy  law,  and  the  more  hateful 
and  destructive  transgression  are  found  to  be;  the 
deeper  should  be  our  sorrow  and  remorse,  while  wc 
recollect  and  review  all  our  numerous  and  heinous 
offences,  and  all  their  aggravations :  and  the  more 
ought  we  to  dread  and  hate  those  evil  propensities, 
from  which  all  our  crimes  proceed,  and  which  con- 
tinually aim,  as  it  were,  to  "crucify  the  Lord 
**  afiresh,  and  put  him  to  open  shame."  When  we 
\Tew  the  miseries  of  the  world,  and  the  ravages  of 
death,  we  may  well  enquire,  "  Who  slew  all  these?" 
And  the  consideration  may  help  to  abase  us  for  sin, 
and  excite  us  to  oppose  and  crucify  our  lusts,  which 
are  the  murderers  of  the  whole  human  race,  and 
menace  our  destruction.  Yet  the  cross  of  Christ, 
vben  duly  contemplated,  suggests  far  more  po\verful 
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motives  for  contrition  and  self-abhorrence,  and  will  . 
iar  more  e&ctually  influence  us  to  seek  the  destruc-'; 
tion  of  those  hated  enemies,  that  crucified  the  Lord 
of  gloiy  •  \ 

But  the  same  object  will  likewise  teach  us,  that  . 
neither  our  repentance  or  amendment,  nor  any  thing  • 
else  we  can  do,  will  at  all  serve  to  expiate  our  guilt  or 
justify  us  in  the  sight  of  God  *'  If  ri^iteousness 
^^  come  by  the  law,  then  Christ  died  in  vain."  Men 
set  up  a  variety  of  reasonings  against  the  express  and 
numerous  testimonies  of  God  to  this  leading  tn(th ; 
and  thus  vainly  '^  go  about  to  establish  their  own 
*'  righteousness^''  But  a  serious  view  of  the  Lamb  of 
God,  as  taking  away  the  sin  of  the  world,  may  con- 
vince us  that  every  hope  they  form  of  escaping  con- 
demnation or  obtaining  life,  except  by  &ith  in  a  cru- 
cified Saviour,  will  most  surely  prove  fallacious  and 
ruinous :  for  if  any  thing  else  would  as  effectually 
have  answered  the  purposes  of  God,  he  would  doubt- 
less have  spared  his  own  Son,  and  save  sinners  in 
some  other  way. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  here  behold  the  riches  of 
the  divine  compassion  and  tender  mercy  towards  the 
sinful  children  of  men.  **  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we 
«<  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Scm  to 
^'  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins. ''  If  then  God  so 
loved  us  when  enemies,  what  may  not  those  expect 
from  him,  who  renounce  every  other  plea,  and  "  flee 
**  for  refuge  to  lay  hokJ  on  this  hope  set  before  them  ?" 
In  every  penitent  who  supplicates  mercy  for  the  sake 
of  Christ  and  his  atoning  blood,  the  Redeemer  ^^  sees 
<'  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  is  satisfied :"  for  this 
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veiy  purpose  he  sufieredand  died  on  the  cross,  "  tliat 
**  he  might  become  the  Author  of  eternal  salvation  to 
**  an  them  that  obey  him."  On  this  ground  we  say, 
"  Let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that  seek  the  Lord :" 
and  *•  if,  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled 
**  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much  more  being 
^'  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life."  He  that 
**  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
'<  us  all ;  how  shall  he  not  with  him  freely  give  us  all 
"  thmga?'* 

But  while  we  mingle  our  tears  of  godly  sorrow  with 
joyful  thanksgivmgs,  and  glory  in  Christ  Jesus  amidst 
all  QOF  tribulations :  let  us  also,  my  brethren,  look  to 
the  crosS)  and  learn  our  obligations  to  the  most  self- 
denyii^  and  devoted  obediencci  Can  we,  with  this 
object  fiill  in  view,  deem  any  expence  too  great,  any 
aaorifioe  too  costly,  any  cross  too  heavy,  any  labour 
too  severe,  which  his  glory,  the  authority  of  his  com- 
mand, or  the  benefit  of  his  purchased  flock,  call  us  to 
undergo?  Surely  the  constraining  love  of  Christ  wiil 
rcTxfcr  every  loss  or  suffering  tolerable,  yea,  pleasant, 
to  the  thankful  believer ;  while  he  beholds  the  Lamb  of 
God,  expiring  on  the  cross,  to  take  away  that  sin, 
wfaidi  would  otherwise  have  etemallv  ruined  his  soul ; 
and  to  purchase  for  him  everlasting  and  unutterable 
feficity ! 

Here  too  we  must  look,  that  we  may  learn  patience, 
meekness,  spirituality,  and  every  part  of  that  holiness 
to  which  we  are  called.  Hence  wc  must  draw  our 
Bodves  and  encouragements ;  and  here  ^ve  must  view 
fliat  perfect  example,  which  we  are  required  to  copy. 
Forgiveness  of  injuries,  love  of  enemies,  perseverance 
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in  well-doing  amidst  insult,  contempt,  and  ingratitude^ 
and  compassion  to  perishing  sinners,  are  best  learned* 
by  looking  to  the  cross ;  by  witnessing  the  triumph 
of  divine  love  in  the  sufferings  of  Emmanuel,  and  j 
hearing  him  mingle  his  dying  groans,  with  prajrers  i 
for  his  cruel  and  insulting  murderers. 

Meditation  on  this  subject  may  also  convince  us, 
that  we  must  expect  tribulation  in  the  world,  and  the 
enmity  or  contempt  of  unbelievers,  if  we  belong  to 
Christ,  and  bear  his  image.     His  wisdom^  holiness, 
and  love  were  perfect :  yet  no  one*  of  our  race  ever 
experienced  such  hatred  and  insult  from  all  ranks, 
orders,  and  descriptions  of  men,  as  the  spotless  Lamb 
of  €vod !  Male&ctors  commonly  meet  with  some  pity 
amidst  their  tortures,  however  merited :  but  Jews  and 
gentiles,  rulers,  scribes,  priests,  soldiers,  and  the 
multitude,  could  unite  in  cruel  mockery  of  the  holy 
Jesus,  when  expiring  on  a  cross !  Avi^ay  then  with  all 
those  flattering  sentiments  of  human  nature,  which 
represent  it  as  loving  and  delighting  in  genuine  ex- 
cellency :  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  the  sufferings  of  his 
most  faithful  servants  in  every  age,  form  a  demon- 
strative confutation  of  the  proud  delusion !  And  if  our 
hearts  have  been  changed  by  divine  grace ;  so  that  wc 
love  and  imitate  the  lowly  and  humble  Saviour :  let  us 
count  our  cost,  expect  scorn  and  hatred  from  men, 
tribulation  in  the  world,  and  peace  and   consolation 
from  the  Lord  alone.     Let  us  also  look  beyond  the 
cross,  and   contemplate  the  glory  which  followed : 
**  that  we  may  not  be  wearied  and  faint  in  our  minds." 
We  too  have  a  joy  set  before  us :  let  us  then  enduie 
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V 

our  lighter  cross,  and  despise  the  shame ;  assured  that 
if  we  suflfer  with  Cluist,  we  shall  also  reign  with  him 
ingioiy. 

But,  my  fellow  smners,  where  will  you  appear  at  his 
second  coming  to  judge  the  world,  if  you  now  ne- 
^cct  hb  great  salvation  ?  If  you  join  his  enemies ; 
and,  by  cleaving  to  your  siosp  prefer  Barabbas  to  Je- 
sus, sell  him  as  Judas  did  for  a  few  pieces  of  silver, 
or  determine  you  *^  will  not  have  him  to  reign  over 
'^  you  ?''  Still  he  invites  you  to  come  to  him,  that 
you  may  have  life  eternal :  Oh !  that  you  would  seek 
to  him  as  a  Saviour,  who  will  shortly  come  to  be 
your  Judge. 

In  fine,  contemplating  the  cross  of  Christ,  teaches 
us  SBOSt  eflfectually  every  lesson  contained  in  the  sa-^ 
oed  aeriptures.  Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  further 
fraaecule  our  meditations  at  the  Lord's  table :  and 
lAak  «re  remember  the  love  and  suflferings  of  our  Re« 
dcemer,  let  us  renew  our  repentance,  and  acceptance 
rflas  salvation,  and  give  up  ourselves  to  his  service  i 
that,  **  as  bought  with  a  price,  we  may  glorify  him 
*'  with  our  bodies  and  spirits  which  are  his/1 
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1  Corinthians,  xv.  20*. 
JVbw  is  Christ  risen  Jrom  the  dead. 


W-: 


£  learn  from  this  chapter,  that  some  of  the  Co- 
rinthians had  denied  the  doctrine  of  a  resurrection : 
probably  explakiing  away  the  apostolical  language  on 
that  subject  as  figurative ;  and  as  only  meaning  con- 
version, or  that  change  which  took  place  in  the  wc»rld 
by  the  introduction  of  Christianity. f  In  confutiqg 
tlus  dangerous  error,  the  apostle  called  their  attendon 
to  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  as  an  undeniable  fact : 
and  he  shewed,  that  the  denial  of  a  resurrection  was 
equivalent  to  saying  that  Christ  was  not  risen ;  and 
thus  tended  to  subvert  the  foundation  of  Christianity, 
and  to  destroy  the  hopes  and  comforts  of  believers. 
•*  If  there  be  no  resurrection  of  the  dead,  then  is  not 
**  Christ  risen  :  and  if  Christ  be  not  risen,  then  is  our 
*'  preaching  vain,  and  your  faith  is  also  vain ;  yea, 
"  and  we  are  found  false  witnesses  of  God. — And  if 


•  Easter  Sunday,  1796,  -f  2  Tim.  ii.  17,  18. 


SERMON    IV.  91 

"  Christ  be  not  raised,— ye  are  yet  in  your  sins :  then 
**  they  also  which  are  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are  pe- 
"  rished.  If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Christ, 
"  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable."  All  the  joys 
and  supports  of  Christians  are  inseparably  connected 
with  future  and  eternal  felicity ;  without  the  hope  of 
which  they  would  have  nothing  to  counterbalance 
their  peculiar  trials  and  con8icts« 

If  Christ  were  not  risen,  believers  were  yet  in  their 
sins,  and  even  the  martyrs  had  finally  perished.  But 
were  not  the  primitive  Christians  converted  from 
idob  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God  ?  Did  they  not 
"  repent,  and  do  works  meet  for  repentance  ?"  Were 
they  not  exemplary  in  the  practice  of  all  good  works? 
And  did  they  not  meet  death  for  the  sake  of  a  good 
ooDsdencc  towards  God  ?  How  then  could  they  be 
yet  in  their  sins  ? — Because,  none  of  these  things 
oookl  atone  for  their  transgressions;  and,  if* Christ 
were  not  risen,  no  effectual  atonement  had  been  made: 
they  must  therefore  have  still  continued  under  con- 
demnation, and  exposed  to  the  curse  of  the  law  which 
they  had  broken.  A  most  conclusive  proof,  that  the 
death  of  Christ  was  a  vicarious  satisfaction  for  sin ; 
nd  that  none  can  be  saved,  who  are  not  interested  iu 
that  atonement ! 

It  is  deemed  uncandid  to  charge  men's  doctrines 
with  the  consequences  resulting  from  them;  yet  I  ap- 
prehend we  should  all  consider  ourselves  bound  to 
warn  people  against  the  consequences  of  taking  a  poi- 
scmous  mixture,  eveii  if  he  who  administered  it  was 
not  at  all  aware  of  its  nature  :  and  the  apostle  has  here 
^  us  the  example  of  doing  the  same,  in  opposing 
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those  erroneous  doctrines  by  which  immortal  souli| 
are  iatally  deceived 

He  then  adds  the  words  of  the  text,  ^^  Now  b  Christ! 
<<  risen  from  the  dead/'  and  proceeds  to  treat  very  \i 
copiously  on  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection.    But 
I  dipU  confine  myself  to  the  subject  before  us,  and 
attempt, 

L   To  prove  that  Christ  is  risen  from  Ae 
dead. 

IL  To  shew  the  inferences  which  may  be 
drawn  from  that  event. 

III.  To  apply  the  subject  to  ourselves. 

I.   I  shall  prove  that  Christ  is  risen. 

Though  true  Christians  have  ^^  a  witness  in  them* 
^*  selves,*'  which  in  general  satisfies  their  minds,  as 
to  the  certainty  of  the  things  which  they  have  believ- 
ed:  yet  in  peculiar  seasons  of  temptation^  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  evidences  of  Christianity  would  tend 
greatly  to  thehr  establishment.  And  in  these  times 
of  infidelity  and  scepticism,  all  who  would  ^*  contend 
<^  eamesdy  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,'' 
should  be  able  to  give  a  reason  of  their  hope  to  every 
enquirer  or  objector :  both  to  defend  themselves  from 
the  charge  of  enthusiasm  and  credulity ;  to  obviate  the 
doubts  of  those  with  whom  they  converse ;  and  to 
j>reserve  young  persons,  perhaps  their  own  children, 
from  the  fatal  contagion.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be 
lamented,  that  pious  persons  are  in  general  so  little 
furnished  with  this  sort  of  knowledge,  of  which  they 
might  make  such  important  use. 


I 


It  ji  ocMDnmaljr  audi  that  the  new  Teitanmit  ii 
buSt  upaa  the  fouodation  of  the  Old^  and  must  stand 
tffiH  along  mth  k :  and  there  »  a  truth  in  this  sen« 
tbou^  it  be  somewhat  dUverae,  in  its  nature 
,  from  that  wUch  is  generaUj  aup« 
|Qse&  Our  Lord  and  lus  apostles  have  so  frnjucnt- 
If  qooled  the  old  Testament,  and  almost  evefy  part 
9fit,aslheMr(^tere,  the  ward  qfCM^  tbnf  dracbf^  of 
God^mA  tAe  imgpfoge  qf  the  ifoiy  Gfwij  thatthek 
credil  nwft  (le  coopected  with  the  divine  inspiration  of 
the  books  dnis  repeatedly  attested  by  them* — ^We 
are  able  to  prove,  that  the  canon  of  the  <4d  Testament 
indnae  daysdi&red  very  little,  if  at  all,  from  that 
.  wfaidi  we  lore  at  present,  yet  our  Lord  referring  to 
diienit  pvrla  of  it,  says,  ^^  Thus  it  is  written,  and  thus 
It  **lMMt  be/'  '^  the  scripture  ouinbt^  broken,*'  '^  the 
^iWri|ilMfM  moat  needs  be  fijiilled."  And  the  apostles 
iqr,  ^411  atsripture  is  given  by  inqiiration  from  God  :'* 
^  Holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
^  Holy  Ghost/'  This  single  consideration  complete* 
)f  eslaUishes  the  whole  of  the  old  Testament  as  a  di- 
viae  revelation,  with  all  those  who  duly  reverence  the 
words  of  Christ  and  his  aposdes.  In  all  other  respects 
(he  new  Testament  stands,  on  its  own  basis,  and  is 
proved  to  be  the  word  of  God  by  distinct  evidence : 
k  aSbrds  unspeakably  more  support  to  the  old  Tes- 
tment  than  it  receives  from  it ;  and  the  resurrection 
of  Christ  alone  is  sufficient  to  authenticate  the  whole 
SKred  vohime. 

The  restoration  of  a  dead  body  to  life  is  no  more 
£ficult  to  omnipotence,  than  the  production  of  life  at 
itsL    The  divine  operation  is  in  both  respects  alike 
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incomprehensible :  but  as  we  continually  observe  life  , 
to  be  communicated  in  a  certain  way,  we  call  that  the  1 
law  of  nature :  though  we  understand  not  our  own  ] 

r 

meaning,   and  cannot  explain  how  causes  produce  ^ 
their  effects.  But  dead  bodies  do  not  return  to  life,  ' 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  human  affairs :  we  there- 
fore suppose  some  law  of  nature  to  the  contrary,  the 
violation  of  which  in  any  particular  instance,  we  should 
call  a  miracle ;  that  is  a  divine  interposidon  and  ope* 
ration  to  produce  an  effect,  above  or  contrary  to  the 
general  energy  of  second  causes.    Some  persons  in-  - 
deed  pretend  that  this  is  impossible :  but  "  Why.  ■: 
^^  should  it  be  thought  incredible  with  you,  that  God  - 
**  should  raise  the  dead  ?'>     The  power  exerted  is  no  ■ 
greater,  than  that  by  which  thousands  of  infants  re-  : 
ceive  new  life  every  day :  and  will  man  presume  to  ! 
say,    that  God  cannot,  or  shall  not,  exert  his  pow- 
er in  any  way  which  they  have  never  before  observed? 
— If  a  sufficient  reason  can  be  assigned  for  his  extnu . 
ordinary  interposition,  and  the  fact  be  indisputably 
proved ;  it  becomes  as  credible  as  other  well  attested^ 
events ;  nwny  of  which  do  not  coincide  with  our  cx^  . 
pectations  or  ideas  of  probability. 

Universal  history,  observation,  and  experience, 
prove  that  "  the  world  lieth  in  wickedness.*^  Idobf 
try,  superstition,  impiety,  and  every  kind  of  vice  and. 
misery,  have  in  all  ages,  covered  and  desolated  thr 
earth.  But  it  hath  pleased  God,  of  his  infinite  merqr, 
to  reveal  himself  to  sinful  men ;  to  make  known  fc 
way  in  which  they  might  be  reconciled  to  him  and  re- 
covered to  holiness ;  and  thus  to  introduce  a  religion 
suited  to  rectify  the  disorders  of  the  world,  and  unitcr 
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he  honour  of  his  name  with  the  eternal  happiness  of 
umumbered  millions.  Miracles^  and  the  resurrection 
rfthe  Redeemer  especially,  formed  a  suitable  demon- 
itraticm  that  this  religion  came  from  God,  and  served 
IP  arrest  the  attention  of  mankind :  for  alas !  sinners 
for  the  most  part  are  too  much  occupied  about  the 
a&irs  of  this  life,  to  notice  those  things  which  relate 
to  God  and  their  eternal  state. — These  are  reasons 
assigned  for  a  divine  interposition  on  this  occasion ; 
and  more  important  cannot  possibly  be  conceived. 

The  JewS)  the  most  inveterate  enemies  of  Chris* 
tianity,  preserve,  with  profound  veneration  and  scni- 
pulous  care,  the  books  of  the  old  Testament,  which 
have  been  handed  down  in  the  same  manner  from 
generation  to  generation,  during  a  long  successiqjn  of 
ag^.  These  books  evidently  contain  a  system  of 
prophecy,  centring  in  the  person  and  redemption  of 
the  Messiah ;  and,  among  other  particulars,  his  suf- 
Eerings  and  death  are  circumstantially  foretold,  with 
dear  intimations  of  his  resurrection  and  subsequent 
^orious  kingdom.* 

We  know  also,  that  the  gospels  were  made  pub- 
lick  in  the  earliest  ages  of  Christianity  ;  for  they  arc 
continually  quoted  and  referred  to  by  those  writers, 
%bose  works  have  been  preserved  :  and  from  them 
we  learn,  that  our  Lord  predicted  his  own  death 
5ttid  resurrection  on  the  third  day,  in  so  explicit  a 
manner,  that  the  Jewish  rulers  were  aware  of  it,  and 
took  their  measures  accordingly.  Yet  when  the  bod} 
;  of  Christ  was  delivered  to  Joseph,  thty  were  so  fully 

•  Ps  li.  xvl.  8^11.     Istil.  iiii.  VO— 12. 
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satisfied,  by  what  they  saw  and  heard,  of  his  being 
really  dead,  that  they  made  no  objection  on  that 
ground :  but  they  requested  Pilate  that  the  sepulchre 
might  be  securely  closed,  and  guarded  by  Roman 
soldiers,  till  the  third  day  was  past ;  lest  the  disci- 
ples should  steal  his  body,  and  say  that  he  was 
risen  again.  After  all  their  precautions,  howevefi 
the  Ixxly  %vas  gone,  and  they  were  never  able  to 
shew  by  whom  it  was  removed,  or  what  became  of 
it. 

Here  let  us  pause,  that  we  may  consider  the  credit 
bility  of  testimony. — One  consistent  witness,  of  sound 
understanding  and  fair  character,  who  has  no  apparent 
interest  in  deceiving,  is  often  deemed  sufficient  to  de^ 
tern'iine  the  sentence  of  life  or  death,  the  most  impor* 
tant  of  all  temporal  concerns :  but  if  three  or  four 
such  witnesses  should  agree  in  deposing,  that  they 
saw  such  a  murder  or  robbery  committed  by  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar ;  no  sober  man  could  doubt  of  the 
fact,  or  scruple  to  pronounce  him  guilty.  Now 
there  were  twelve  appointed  witnesses  to  the  re^ur« 
rection  of  Christ,  of  plain  good  understanding,  and 
unexceptionable  character  :  ibr  Peter's  denial  of  his 
Lord,  through  the  force  of  sudden  temptation,  forms 
no  impeachment  of  his  integrity ;  seeing  he  so  ho* 
nestly  confessed  his  guilt,  and  so  fully  proved  the 
sincerity  of  his  repentance  by  his  subsequent  conduct^ 
and  when  Judas  by  transgression  fell,  another  was 
chosen  in  his  place.  These  witnesses  had  constantly, 
attended  Jesus  during  some  years,  and  must  have 
been  competent  to  know  him  from  all  other  meOff 
They  were  remarkably  incredulous  respecting  his  re^' 
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suirection ;  and  his  crucifixion  seems  almost  to  have 
extinguished  their  hopes :  how  then  can  it  be  sup<> 
posed,  that  they  Would  have  attempted  to  overpower 
or  deceive  the  vigilant  and  valiant  Roman  soldiers^ 
and  to  steal  the  body  of  Jesus  ?  In  so  desperate  an 
undertaking  they  must  have  been  sure  to  excite  the 
comlnned  rage  of  both  the  Jewish  and  Roman  rulers: 
and  success  itself  could  only  expose  them  to  hatred, 
persecution,  and  all  kinds  of  hardships  and  sufierings. 
It  is  mamfirati  that  from  the  time  they  began  to  bear 
witness  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ ;  they  renoun« 
eed  all  prospects  of  worldly  interest,  ease,  or  great- 
ness ;  and  willingly  embraced  poverty,  labour,  conv 
tempt,  bonds,  stripes,  and  perils  as  their  portion. 
So  that  no  possible  account  can  be  given  of  their  con* 
duct,  unless  it  be  ascribed  to  a  principle  of  conscience: 
while  the  strict  and  exact  morality  of  their  writings 
demonstrates,  that  they  could  not  be  actuated  by  false 
principles :  for  they  do  not  allow  men,  in  any  case, 
to  do  evil  that  good  may  come ;  and  they  condemn 
all  kinds  of  imposition  with  the  most  decided  severi- 
ty. Is  it  then  possible  for  human  beings  deliberately 
to  choose  temporal  and  eternal  misery,  and  to  perse- 
vere in  decided  adherence  to  a  plan,  which  on  their 
own  principles,  ensures  their  damnation  in  another 
world,  as  well  as  a  complication  of  miseries  in  this 
present  life?  ^ 

The  witnesscf^  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  survived 
that  event  for  a  long  time ;  some  of  them  nearly  forty 
years,  and  John  still  more.  They  were  after  a  while 
separated  into  different  parts  of  the  world ;  and  seem- 

^  to  have  no  common  interest,  except  in  the  sue*; 
Vol.  II.  N 
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cess  of  Chrktiaiiity :  they  passed  through  a  series  of ; 
the  severest  trials,  and  almost  all  of  them  died  martyrs 
in  the  cause :  but  no  change  of  circumstance  or  situa- 
.tioni  no  promises  or  threatenings  of  men,  no  repeat-  \ 
ed  tortures  or  impending  dangers,  induced  one  of  ] 
tlicm  in  the  smallest  degree,  to  waver  in  his  testimo-  • 
ny.  They  declared  unanimously,  that  on  the  third 
morning  after  the  crucifixion,  a  vision  of  angels  told 
some  of  their  company,  at  the  sepulchre,  that  their 
Lord  was  risen ;  that  afterwards  they  all  saw  ham  re- 
peatedly ;  that  diey  examined  his  hands,  feet,  and 
side,  and  were  sure  it  was  the  same  body  which 
liad  been  nailed  to  the  cross ;  that  he  ate  and  drank 
with  them  several  times  ;  that  at  length,  after  giving 
them  particular  instructions  relative  to  their  future 
conduct,  he  ascended  from  among  them,  till  a  cloud 
intercepted  their  sight  of  him  ;  and  that  two  angels 
appearing  to  them  declared  he  >vas  gone  to  heaven. 
Such  an  unwavering,  persevering  testimony  of  twelve 
l)ersons,  whose  holy  lives,  diligent  labours,  disinter- 
cstedness,  and  patient  sufferings  evince  their  sinceri- 
ty, forms  so  complete  a  proof;  that  in  any  other  case, 
he  who  should  not  be  satisfied  with  it  would  be  deem- 
ed sceptical  almost  to  insanity. 

This  is,  however,  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  evi- 
dence afforded  us  in  this  most  important  concern, — 
Saul  the  persecutor  was  a  man  endued  with  superior 
talents  cultivated  by  education,  and  possessed  of  pe- 
culiar advantages  for  rising  in  the  world ;  of  which 
he  was  evidently  availing  himself,  while  gratifying  his 
implacable  enmity  to  tlie  gospel.  Yet  was  he,  all  at 
ojice,  converted  into  a  most  zealous  preacher  of  that 
^fiulh  which  he  had  attempted  to  destroy :  and,  r?> 
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yooacing  all  his  former  principles  and  wprldly  pros- 
pccts,  yea,  exasperating  above  measure  his  powerful 
patrons  and  employers ;  he  spent  all  thp  remnant  of 
kts  days  in  the  most  self-denying  labours,  hardships, 
tnd  suflferings,  endured  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  for 
titt  sake  of  Christ  and  the  gospel :  and  at  length  he 
Kaled  his  testimony  with  his  blood.  How  can  this 
bd  be  accounted  for,  unless  we  allow  the  truth  of 
his  namtvire  concerning  the  manner  of  his  conversion  ? 
And  if  that  be  allowed,  the  resurrection  of  Christ  is 
demonstnted. 

In  the  chapter  whence  our  text  is  taken,  thb  man 
deekfres,  that  Christ  appeared  after  his  resurrection 
to  above  five  hundred  brethren  at  once,  of  whom  the 
gmta*  port  remained  to  that  time.  This  was  an  ap* 
peal  to  nearly  three  hundred  living  witnesses  of  that 
event :  but  no  one  ever  attempted  to  disprove  the 
truth  of  his  assertion ;  though  false  teachers  would 
have  concurred  with  open  enemies,  in  such  an  atteciopt, 
had  it  been  practicable. 

The  testimony  of  the  apostles,  to  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  implied  a  charge  of  ttve  most  oomplicated  wick* 
edness  against  the  rulers  of  the  Jewish  nation  :  these 
had  the  power  in  their  hands,  and  were  every  way 
coQcemed  to  vindicate  their  characters)  and  punish 
those  who  thus  accused  them.  This  might  readily 
have  been  done,  had  they  produced  the  Roman  sol'*- 
diers  in  court,  to  testify  that  the  body  of  iesus  had 
been  stoteoy  or  to  state  ii^  what  way  it  was  removed 
from  the  sepulchre. 

But  in  &ct  they  had  bribed  tlk:  soldiers  to  circu^^ 
fate  a  seff-coDtradictory  report  on  this  subject,  which 
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would  not  bear  investigation:  and  when  St.  Mat* 
thew  soon  afterwards  charged  this  publickly  upon 
them,  and  declared  that  the  story  was  generally  cur« 
rent  among  the  Jews  to  that  time ;  no  one  attempted 
to  deny  or  disprove  the  charge !  In  every  case  of  this 
nature  silence  must  be  construed  into  a  confession  of 
guilt :  and  if  the  rulers  could  have  accounted  for  the 
removal  of  the  body,  without  either  admitting  the 
truth  of  Matthew's  charge,  or  our  Lord's  resurrec* 
lion,  no  doubt  can  reasonably  be  made,  but  they 
would  have  done  it  in  the  most  publick  manner. 

Every  reflecting  person  must  perceive,  that  the 
evidence  is  completely  satisfactory,  provided  it  can 
be  made  clear,  that  these  books  were  published  at  the 
time  to  which  they  refer.  To  obviate  therefore  eveiy 
dpubt  on  that  head,  without  engaging  in  an  argument 
&r  too  complicated  for  this  occasion,  I  would  en- 
quire, at  what  subsequent  time  it  could  have  been 
possible  to  obtain  credit  to  writings  of  this  descrip* 
tion  ?  If  a  manuscript,  said  to  have  been  long  coiu 
cealed  in  some  library,  be  produced  or  published,  as 
the  work  of  an  eminent  author,  who  flourished  two 
or  three  centuries  ago ;  it  immediately  is  subjected  to 
a  severe  scrutiny,  and  imposture  in  such  cases  seldom 
escapes  detection.  But  writings  which  contain  a  cir* 
cumstantial  narrative  of  ^^  things  not  done  in  a  comer," 
but  in  the  open  view  of  mankind,  during  several 
years ;  and  connected  with  an  epistolary  correspon* 
dence  resulting  from  them ;  could  never  have  obtaiiw^ 
ed  the  least  credit  in  the  world,  if  published  after  th^ 
times  referred  to,  with  an  express  appeal  to  mankindilU:: 
that  they  all  along  had  be^n  &miliarly  ac^uaii 
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irilh  them.  Such  an  insolent  attempt,  to  persuade 
vbde  nations  out  of  their  senses  and  understandings 
must  have  excited  universal  astonbhment  and  indig- 
vtioQ :  or  bad  it  been  possible  to  convince  a  few  in- 
dividuals that  they  bad  received  these  books  from 
dieir  ancestors,  and  been  taught  from  infancy  to  re- 
fcre  them  as  the  writings  of  the  aposdes,  when  in 
ftct  Dcdtber  they  nor  any  other  persons  bad  ever  be- 
fcrc  seen  or  heard  of  them ;  the  effrontery  of  the  de- 
cnvers  and  the  credulity  of  the  deceived  must  have 
coostituttd  an  unprecedented  event,  and  marked  the 
1^  in  which  it  occurred.  As  therefore  no  time  can 
be  mcntioDed,  when  any  attempt  of  this  kind  is  so 
much  as  hinted  at,  by  either  Christian,  Jewish,  or 
Pagan  historians;  we  might  be  confident,  that  the 
writings  in  question  were  extant,  and  well  known  in 
the  churchy  from  the  very  period  in  which  they  are 
said  to  have  been  published ;  even  had  we  no  other 
evidence.  But  no  impartial  man  of  learning  can  be 
imposed  upon  by  pretences  of  this  kind ;  having  ac- 
cess to  abundant  proof  of  another  nature  that  the  books 
of  the  New  Testament  were  extant  in  the  early  ages 
of  Christianity  :  and  this  argument  is  principally  ad- 
duced for  the  benefit  of  those,  who  have  neither  lei- 
^bre  nor  advantages  for  these  investigations. 

We  should  also  remember,  that  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, immediately  following  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  the  Holy  Spirit  was  poured  out  on  the  assem- 
bled apostles,  with  such  extraordinary  circumstances, 
as  drew  together  vast  multitudes  who  then  resided  at 
Jerusalem.  In  the  presence  of  all  these  witnesses  they 
qakcy  fluently  and  correctly,  in  the  languages  of  tbe 
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several  countries,  from  which  their  hearers  were  col- 
lected ;  though  it  was  certainly  known  that  they  had  ' 
not  had  the  opportunity  of  learning  them  :  and  this 
stupendous  miracle,  together  with  Peter's  sermon  oi! 
the  occasion,  was  made  effectual  to  the  conversion  of 
three  thousand  persons.  The  gifts  of  tongues,  anrf  of  ; 
working  miracles  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  were  ever  rf   ; 
ter  continued  to  them,  and  were  frequently  c^xeticfied  ' 
in  the  most  publick  and  undeniable  marinef ,  befint 
numerous  witnesses,  enemies  as  well  a^  friends.  Tfe 
same  powers  were  likewise  communicated  to  man/  " 
others,  by  the  laying  on  of  the  apostles*  hands.    TW  - 
time,  place,  occasion,  and  circumstances  of  these  et- 
traordina^y  transactions  are  frequently  specified  in 
their  writings.     Thus  the  inhabitants  of  many  citiel  ^. 
and  countries  were  appealed  to ;  and  the  enemies  rf  - 
Christianity  were  challenged  to  disprove  their  preten* 

• 

sions.    But  none  ever  attempted  to  do  it:  fortte  .. 
Jews  themselves  do  not  deny  that  many  extraordinarjf  :=: 
works  were  performed  by  Jesus  and  his  disciples  s    - 
and  the  way,  in  which  they  try  to  account  for  iherti  >- 
demonstrates  that  from  the  first  their  ancestors  had  nd^ 
thing  plausible  to  object.  In  this  manner  the  witnesft' 
es  and  proofs  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  were  multf' 
plied,  in  almost  every  part  of  the  vast  Roman  ertt^ 
pire  :  yea,  "  God  also  bare  them  witness,  botji  wirf>- 
*^  signs,  and  wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles,  an^ 
•*  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost*'    And  can  any  reasonable 
man  suppose,  that  a  general  belief  could  ever  hav^ 
prevailed,  through  whole  nations,  of  such  publick  aA^ 
extraordinary  events,  without  any  person  attemptigt^ 
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JUkdtay  them ;  if  they  had  not  actually  happened,  and 
Jb0eo  so  notorious  as  to  be  incontrovertible  ? 

The  chosen  witnesses  of  our  Lord's  resurrection 
ifie  likewise  the  principal  writers  of  the  New  Testa- 
neat,  and  the  whole  was  doubtless  written  under 
ihcir  inspection.     Now  in  these  books  prophecies  are 
inserted,  which  have  been  accomplishing  ever  since 
10  the  present  day.    A  sceptick  indeed  might  doubt, 
jdiether  the  predictions  concerning  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  temple,  were  not  written  after  the 
ftvent :  but  who  can  account  for  other  p^uts  of  the 
jsune  prophecy,  witliout  allowing  that  the  writer  was 
divinely  in^ired?    *'  The  people  shall  be  led  away 
captive  into  all  nations,  and  Jerusalem  shall  be 
trodden  down  of  the  gentiles,  until  the  times  of  the 
gentiles  be  fulfilled.*"    Has  not  this  been  actually 
the  case  with  the  Jews  and  with  Jerusalem,  during  al- 
most ei^teen  hundred  years  ?  Could  human  sagacity 
have  foreseen  such  an  unparalleled  series  of  events  f 
Or  would  God  have  thus  confirmed  the  testimony  of 
impostors  ?    And  does  not  this  prophecy,  thus  won- 
derfully accomplished,  demonstrate  the  resurrection 
of  Christ,  and  the  truth  of  Christianity?  The  coming 
(£  the  man  of  sin,  with  lying  miracles,  doctrines  of 
demons,  worshipping  of  angels,  prohibitions  of  mar- 
riage, and  commands  to  abstain  from  meat ;  the  im- 
positions, usurpations  and  persecutions  of  the  Roman 
antichrist ;  with  various  other  particulars,  were  most 
exactly  and  circumstantially  predicted  by  the  several 
witnesses  of  our  Lord's  resurrection  :  and  the  unde- 
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qiable  accomplishments  of  these  prophecies  are  so  mar 
ny  divine  attestations  to  their  testimony,  for  the  sa» 
tisfaction  of  all  succeeding  generations. 

The  Jewish  ritual,  or  the  pagan  theology,  was  in- 
timately connected  with  the  foundations  of  the  several  ; 

« 

governments  then  existing  in  the  world :  and  all  the  ^ 
fcarning,  ingenuity,  and  authority  on  earth  were  en-  i 
gaged  in  their  support.  Yet  a  few  unarmed,  obscurCy  ^ 
unlettered  men,  by  preaching  a  crucified  and  risen  i 
Saviour,  in  the  midst  of  persecution  and  sufieringsji-  J 
established  Christianity  on  an  immoveable  basb ;  and 
their  successors,  following  their  example,  so  wondfiT- 
fully  prevailed,  that  at  length  Judaism  and  Pagaoisnti  p 
fell  before  them  ;  the  religion  of  Jesus  was  professel  j^ 
by  powerful  nations ;  and,  however  corrupted  or  de!^  -j . 
spised,  it  subsists  to  this  day  !  Whatever  men  wisf  i= 
insinuate  concerning  the  ministers  of  religion :  it  is  ail  ;i_ 
undeniable  fact,  that  plain  preaching,  fervent  prayer^/ 
holy  lives,  and  patient  sufierings  were  the  only 
pons  that  the  primitive  preachers  of  the  gospel  op] 
sed  to  all  the  authority  and  learning  of  the  W( 
which  were  resolutely  employed  against  them  : 
yet  they  decidedly  triumphed  in  a  contest  apparent 
so  unequal !  A  wise  man  will  always  allow,  that 
ry  efiect  is  produced  by  some  adequate  cause : 
what  adequate  cause  of  this  astonishing  effect  can 
assigned;  unless  we  allow  that  Christianity  was 
Qod,  and  man  Could  not  overthrow  it,  or  prevci 
its  success  and  triumph  ?  I  will  only  add,  that 
i^istance  which  at  this  day  occurs,  of  notoriously  wi«  ' 
ked  persons,  converted  by  the  preaching  of  the  gcp  * 
^  frpm  their  evil  wap,  and  afterwards  walking 
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Dcwness  of  life,  constitutes  a  proof  that  Christ  is  ri. 

iQi;  that  he  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  is 

eicaciously  present  with  his  £iithful  servants^  *^  al- 

**  ways  even  to  the  end  of  the  world. " 

.  We  may  now  I  trust  confidendy  say,  that  no  other 

jMrt  event  was  ever  proved  by  such  an  accumulated 

body  of  evidence.     Who  doubts  whether  Alexander 

oooquered  Darius  ?  or  Julius  Csesar,  Pompey  ?  Yet 

who  can  produce  the  tenth  part  of  the  proof  in  respect 

of  dieae  events,  which  hath  even  at  this  time  been 

stated  of  our  Lord^s  resurrection  ?    But  men  can  be« 

Eeve  that  Alexander  conquered  Darius,  without  ei-^ 

ther  p0ting  with  their  sins,  or  feeling  uneasiness  of 

consdcnce :  while  the  truth  of  the  gospel  is  very  alar- 

mio^  to  aD,  who  walk  according  to  the  course  of  the 

world,  and  neglect  the  salvation  of  Christ. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  out  any  satisfactory  me- 
thod, of  further  attesting  the  Redeemer's  resurrec* 
Uon,  which  could  have  possibly  been  devised.    For 
had  he  openly  appeared  to  the  whole  Jewish  people ; 
and  had  they  with  one  accord  embraced  Christianity ; 
the  gentiles  would  naturally  have  considered  it  as  a 
concerted  plan  to  aggrandize  the  nation  :  and  had  the 
Jews,  through  excessive  pride  and  prejudice,  still  per- 
sisted in  unbelief  and  opposition ;  the  gospel  would 
have  laboured  under  additional  disadvantages  in  other 
countries :  and  future  ages  could  at  last  have  had  no 
other  human  testimony,  than  that  of  the  individuals 
whose  writings  should  have  been  transmitted  to  them. 
^In  short,  should  the  Lord  grant  the  presumptuous  dc- 
Bland  of  those,  tvho  refuse  to  believe  without  the  testi- 
mony of  their  own  senses ;  and  should  the  Saviour 
Vol.  II.  O 
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appear  to  every  individual  through  succes^ve  gefiC'l 
rations ;  how  could  men  be  sure^  that  this  was  thtSJ 
identical  person  crucified  on  mount  Calvary  ?  or  horn 
demonstrate  that  the  transient  vision  was  not  an  illu- 
sion ?  Universal  uncertainty  and  doubt  must  tliere« 
fore  be  the  consequence,  of  rejecting  such  unanswer^ 
able  and  multiplied  evidences,  as  the  Lord  hath  mer-  } 
cifully  vouchsafed  us,  of  that  great  event  which  wc  thb  \ 
day  commemorate.  ! 

11.  We  proceed  to  shew ,  what  inferences  may  be 
deduced  from  the  subject  before  us. 

It  would  be  the  grossest  inconsistency,  and  the 
most  absurd  trifling,  to  contend  earnestly  that  Christ 
is  risen,  and  then  overlook  or  deny  the  peculiar  doc- 
trines, which  his  resurrection  was  intended  to  authen* 
ticate.  We  infer  therefore  from  our  subject  that  Je- 
sus  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  "  One  with  the  Father," 
**  God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  On  account  of  various 
expressions,  which  he  used  in  speaking  of  himself,  he 
was  charged  with  blasphemy,  and  with  making  \xLXSi' 
st]{  equal  with  God,  For  this  crime  ht  y^os  con- 
demned by  Caiaphas  and  the  Jewish  council ;  who 
said  before  the  Roman  governor,  *'  We  have  a  law, 
•*  and  by  our  law  he  ought  to  die,  because  he  made 
"  himself  the  Son  of  God.*"  The  centurion  who  at- 
tended his  crucifixion  could  not  but  know  for  what 
crime  he  suffered :  when  therefore  he  witnessed  the 
miracles  which  accompanied  his  death,  he  cried, 
"  Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God."     *'  Certainly  this 

<  •  John  xix.  7. 
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« ivas  a  righteous  person. "   When  incredulous  Tho- 
Btts  was  at  length  qonvmced  th^t  Christ  was  risen 
from  the  dead ;  all  that  he  had  before  heard,  seen, 
believed,  or  hoped,  seems  at  c^nce  to  have  rushed  in- 
to bis  mind;  and  be  exclaimed  in  adoration,  ^'  My 
''  Lord,  and  my  God !"  Thus  was  Jesus  *^  declared 
"  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power, — by  the  resur- 
**  lectioD  from  the  dead."    He  was  demonstrated  ta 
be  the  promised  Messiah,  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  the 
Seed  of  Abraham,  the   Son  of  David,  Emmanuel, 
the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince 
of.  peace,"  "  Jehovah  our  Righteousness;"  and 
whatever  the  prophets  from  the  beginning  had  spoken 
coQoeniing  the  expected  glorious  Redeemer. — All 
that  be  had  spoken  of  himself  was  likewise  thus  fully 
proved  to  be  true :  it  now  was  manifest,  that  he  was 
warranted  to  say,  "  I  and  my  Father  are  One :"  "  He 
•*  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father :"  *'  Before 
"  Abraham  was  I  AM :"  "I  am  the  Way,  and  the 
"  Truth,  and  the  Life :  no  man  cometh  to  the  Fa- 
•*  ther,  but  by  me :"  "  No  man  knoweth  the  Father 
*'  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  shall  reveal 
"  him  :*'  "  I  am  the  Light  of  the  world :"  **  I  am 
**  die  Resurrection  and  the  Life."     "  If  qny  man 
*'  durst  let  him  come  unto  me,  and  drink  :"  "  The. 
"Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  conimitted  all 
**  judgment  to  the  Son ;  that  all  mqn  should  honour 
"  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father.    He  that 
"  honoureth  not  the  Son,  hoiioureth  not  the  Father 
**  that  sent  him.''  In  short  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
not  only  demonstrates  the  truth  of  Christianity,  but^ 
the  infsdlible  certainty  of  all  its  doctrines,  and  autheu; 
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ticales  the  whde  scripture  as  divinely  inspired^    His 

tesrimony  proves  it  in  respect  of  the  Old  Testament  ;• 

and  the  New  was  written  by  his  chosen  witnesses,  and 

attested  by  all  the  miracles  which  they  wrought  in  his 

name.  So  that  the  Lord  now  spe«iks  to  us  in  every 

part  of  scripture,  as  fer  as  it  respects  our  dispensation, 

and  suits  our  case,  with  as  much  authority  as  he  Ad 

to  Israel  from  mount  Sinai ;  but  with  words  of  mercy 

and  grace,  instead  d  terror  and  dismay. 

For  if  Christ  be  risen  from  the  dead,  then  b  las 

atonement  accepted.  *^  He  died  for  our  sins,  and  nose 

^^  again  for  our  justification.''    He  was,  as  it  wefe,   , 

arrested  for  our  debt,  and  cast  into  the  prison  of  the  . 

grave ;  but  as  full  payment  had  been  made,  he  was^  > 

speedily  liberated.  *  Having  overcome  the  sharpness 

^  of  death,  he  hath  c^ned  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  ■. 

^  all  believers.'    The  foundation  of  our  hopes  is  now  , 

surely  laid :  the  way  of  access  to  a  throne  of  grace  is 

• 
now  made  manifest ;  for  the  risen  Saviour  is  also  as-  "" 

cended  into  the  heavens  to  appear  in  the  presence  cl 

God  for  us ;  and  '^  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttcrmerf  :^ 

**  aH  Acm  that  come  to  God  by  him ;  seeing  he  errf  ^ 

♦•  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them."  '  - 

The  resurrection  of  Christ  assures  us,  that  *'al 

**  power  in  heaven  and  earth  are  given  to  him ;"  antf 

that  "  he  is  made  Head  over  all  things  to  his  church^''^ 

*^  He  both  died,  and  rose  again,  and  revived,  that  hi  _ 

♦*  might  be  the  Lord  both  of  the  living  and  the  dead.'' 

<^  Angels,  principalities,  and  powers  are  made  sub^~ 

*'  ject  to  him ;     <*  he  has  the  keys  of  death  and  hclL^ 

♦^  He  is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords :''  all  natur^ 

obeys  him :  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  know** 


kd||;e  »r  hid  Up  b  hia ;  he  has  unaearcfartik  riches» 
adittfindble  powtr :  the  fiilaen  of  the  Spirit  reakks 
mkkai  '' Att the ftifaMss  of  the  Godhead  dwdbia 
«  himboday."  *'  He  is  become  the  authm-  ofetanl 
^fldradn  toaU  them  that  obejr  him:''  and /'he 
^  noflt  ragn  till  aHUs  enemws  aie  made  hiafoot- 
"  MadL"— It  is  therefore  oo  1^  mttler  that  we  are 
g— hlriiHg,  «^Y«t,»8ailh  Jehovah,  ^'I  have  set 
**  anj  Kfl^  iqpon  n^  hcdy  hill  of  ZioDu-^-Kiaa  the 
*  Sottb  kst  he  be  angry y  and  ye  perish.''  Every  in- 
dMdttd  HHUt  either  bow  to  die  sceptre  of  Us  graoet' 
wthc  farakenin  pieces  by  the  iitxi'fod  of  his  omr^Ky-^ 
^nation.* 

Wit  are  dto>  taught  Aat  true  ChtkSam  aie  cod- 

to  Christy  in  his  death,  resunectioii,  and  as-' 

By  iMtives  and  gtace  derived  from  thdr 

and  nsen  Redbemcf ,  they  £e  to  Ibdr  for« 

mvfapes,  pleasmesy  and  pwsuits:  their  sensibili-* 

^  to  temporal  things  is  deadened :  carmd  self-love, 

the  main-spring  of  their  activity  in  past  times,  is  bro- 

fcen :  *'  They  are  crucified  with  Christ ;  nevertbe* 

^  less  they  live ;  yet  not  they,  but  Christ  li?eth  in 

**  diem."    They  "  Juiow  him  and  the  power  of  his 

**  xtsnrrection :"  new  principles,  feelings,  and  acta- ^ 

a6ig  modves  are  conmiunicated.    **  They  account 

^  themselves  dead  indeed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto 

••God;''  "  They' live  no  longer  to  themselves,  but 

to  him  that  died  for  them,  and  rose  again  :"  '^  they 
^\  ^  «e  risen  with  Christ,  and  seek  those  things  which 

He  above."  '^  Their  conversation  is  in  heaven;" 


/ 
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and  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  their  faith  and  grace, 
they  ascend  and  reign  with  Christ,  in  the  nature  of 
their  joys  and  the  temper  of  their  hearts.  Thus  they 
are  prepared,  whenever  they  leave  this  world,  to  share 
that  *^  fulness  of  joy,  and  those  pleasures,  which  are 
"  at  God's  right  hand  for  evermore." 

As  our  risen  Redeemer  ever  liveth  and  r^igneth  in 
heaven,  to  manage  all  the  concerns  of  his  people,  and 
make  all  ready  for  their  reception ;  w^e  may  adq)t 
with  exulting  joy  the  apostle's  words :  "  If  when  we 
*^  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
^-  death  of  his  Son;  much  more  being  reconciled, 
**  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life.*"  "  Who  shall  lay 
*^  any  thing  to  thie  charge  of  God's  elect?  it  is  God  that 
^^  justifieth,  who  is  he  that  condemneth?  it  is  Christ 
^^  that  died,  yea,  rather,  is  risen  again ;  whb  is  eveo 
*^  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  who  also  maketh  inter- 
*>  cession  for  us. — Who  shall  separate  us  from  die 
**  love  of  Christ  ?t"  Surely  our  Friend,  who  died, 
and  rose  again  for  us,  will  take  care  that  none  shall 
pluck  us  out  of  his  hands,  and  will  come  at  death  to 
**  receive  us  to  himself,  that  where  he  is,  there  wc 
^*  may  be  also.'* 

Finally,  as  Christ  is  risen  from  the  dead,  he  "  i* 
•*  become  the  First-fruits  of  them  that  slept. " — "  The 
<^  hour  Cometh,  when  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall. 
**  hear  his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth;  they  that  have 
*'  done  good  to  the  resurrection  of  life :  and  they  that 
•*  have  done  evil  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation.^  . 
At  that  awful  period,  he  will  ascend  his  tribunal,  fi^' 
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ill|r  to  separate  his  people  from  his  enemies :  and 
''these  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment^ 
''but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.*'     The  bodifei 
ofthe  wicked  will  be  rendered  incorruptiblei  and  ca- 
pable of'  enduring  the  vengeance  reserved  for  them^ 
"  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  their  fire  is  not 
"  quenched.**'  And  those  of  the  righteous  will  be 
laised  spiritual  and  immortal,  and  fitted  to  participate 
tlie  faoljr  joys  of  heaven.  *'  The  Saviour,  the  Lord  Je- 
'*  stts,  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be 
led  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to 
die  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  subdue  all 
^'thii^unto  himself,  f    In  this  prospect,  the  be^ 
Sever,  when  strong  in  faith ,  may  adopt  the  apostle's 
woifdsy  and  say,  *^  O  Death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O 
"  Grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?    The  sting  of  death 
'*  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law  :  but  thanks 
"  be  unto  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
"  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'* 

in.  We  conclude  with  a  few  hints  by  way  of  ap  - 
plication. 

It  may  be  useful,  especially  to  young  persons,  to 
contemplate  the  prevailing  scepticism  and  infidelity  of , 
the  age,  in  connexion  with  the  subject  we  have  been 
considering.  God  hath  vouchsafed  us  a  revelation  of 
himself,  and  of  his  will  concerning  us,  authenticated 
in  the  most  unanswerable  manner,  most  beneficial  in 
its  nature  and  tendency,  and  exactly  suited  to  our 
circumstances :  yet  this  revelation  is  opposed,  revi- 

•  Mark,  U.  48—50.  +  i^liil.  Ui.  20, 21. 
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led,  or  ridiculed,  by  numbers  who  pretend  to  virtues  ' 
and  affirm  that  unbelief,  at  most^  can  only  be  a  harm* 
less  error,  neither  very  criminal  nor  dangerous.-^But 
the  scripture  speaks  a  very  difierent  language.  We 
read  of  '^  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from 
*'  the  living  God''  Our  Lord  says,  "  H6w  can  yo 
**  believe  who  seek  honour  one  of  another  ?"*—"  Light 
^^  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  love  darkness  ra« 
**  ther  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil."  Un- 
belief therefore  is  the  offspring  of  ambition,  love  of 
sin,  and  dislike  to  God  and  holiness.  It  rejects  the 
remedy,  which  everlasting  wisdom  and  mercy  have 
provided  for  our  miseries  ;  it  makes  God  a  liar ;  it 
despises  his  grace,  and  defies  his  power  and  justice ; 
and  is  therefore  inseparably  connected  v  with  eternal 
damnation. — ^^  Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain 
words.''  Men  oppose  the  scripture  because  it  opposes 
their  favourite  pursuits ;  and  denounces  aaawfill  sen- 
tence against  all  who  do  not  humbly  repent,  believe 
the  gospel,  and  become  the  faithful  subjects  of  the  ho- 
ly Jesus.  They  do  not  in  reality  need  more  evidence; 
but  a  more  unprejudiced,  teachable,  and  spiritual 
mind.  **  If  ihey  believe  not  Moses  and  the  prophets," 
or  the  apostles  and  evangelists ;  "  neither  would 
•*  they  be  persuaded  though  one  rose  from  the  dead.'* 
Beseech  the  Lord  therefore  to  remove  from  you  *  all 

•  hardness  of  heart,  and  contempt  of  his  word  and 

•  commandment  ;*  **  to  open  your  understandings 
"  that  you  may  understand  the  scriptures;^'  and  "  to 
"  give  you  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the 
*'  truth  ;  that  you  nmy  reco\cr  yourselves  out  of  the 
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<<  snare  of  the  devil»  who  takes  sinners  captive  at  his 

But  beware  also  of  a  dead  faith ;  whicK  may  keep 
men  in  the  way  of  instruction^  but  is  wholly  unavail- 
vag  to  salvation.  The  faith  demanded  by  our  Lord  is 
t  living  active  principle :  it  receives  him  for  all  those 
piuposest  which  he  came  into  the  world  to  effect ;  it 
applies  to  him,  depends  on  him,  and  follows  his  direc- 
tions :  and  "  working  by  love,''  "  purifying  the  heart,*' 
and  '^  OTcrcoming  the  world,"  it  produces  unreserved 
obedience  to  Christ,  and  careful  imitation  of  his  most 
perfect  example. 

The  subject  before  us  is  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
bnidesied  conscience  and  desponding  heart  of  those, 
mbo  are  '*  poor  and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  tremble 
"  at  God's  woro. "  Did  tlie  Son  of  God  so  love  and 
pity  proud  obstinate  rebels  and  enemies,  as  to  give 
Umself  a  sacrifice  on  the  cross  for  their  sins  ?  And 
will  he,  now  on  his  glorious  throne,  refuse  to  stretch 
forth  his  powerful  arm,  to  rescue  the  humble  penitent 
who  earnestly  supplicates  his  mercy  ?  No,  my  breth- 
ren, he  delights  to  save.  Come  to  him,  wait  on  him, 
wait  in  the  appointed  means,  and  you  shall  soon 
know  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  the  depth  of 
his  condescension,  and  (lie  riches  of  his  grace. 

But  if  we  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious : 
and  can  rejoice  in  having  such  a  Representative  and 
Advocate,  to  manage  our  concerns  in  heaven :  let  us 
remember,  that  we  are  honoured  to  be  his  repre- 
sentatives on  earth ;  to  shew  the  excellency  of  his  re- 
ligion by  our  example ;  to  be  useful  to  his  redeemed 
people,  and  to  promote  his  cause  in  the  world.     Let 
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US  then  ask  ourselves  whether  Paul,  when  coi 
ed  by  the  love  of  Christ,  would  have  declined 
service,  as  too  mean,  laborious,  self-denying,  e: 
sive,  or  perilous,  which  the  command  and  honour 
his  Lord  called  him  to  perform  ?  And  whether 
would  not  have  more  fully  improved  even  our  tal< 
and  advantages,  than  we  have  hitherto  done  ?  Let 
review  our  conduct,  and  consider  what  ability  or 
portunity  we  have  of  honouring  Christ  among  men  V 
let  us  reflect  on  our  obligations  and  prospects;  anA' 
see  to  it,  that  our  lights  be  burning  and  our  Idns 
girded,  that  when  he  cometh  we  may  be  found  watch« 
ing,  and  employed  in  a  proper  manner. — And  ^^  mayl 
the  .God  of  peace,  who  brought  again  from  the  dead' 
the  great  Shepherd  of  the  she^p ;  through  the  blood 
*^  of  the  everlasting  covenant;  make  us  perfect  ia 
every  good  work  to  do  h'ls  will ;  working  in  us 
that  which  b  well-pleasing  in  his  ^ght  through  Je- 
"  sus  Christ.  To  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 
"  Amen.'' 
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Until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  pn  hig/i. 


1 


N  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  the  evangelical  pro* 
pbet  foretels  the  auspicious  advent  and  benign  govern- 
ment of  the  Messiah ;  perhaps  with  some  reference  to 
Hezekiah's  equitable  and  prosperous  reign  over  Ju- 
dab.  He  tlien  denounces  sentence  on  the  careless,  ob- 
stinate, and  unbelieving  Jews,  in  language  apdy  de- 
scriptive of  their  condition,  ever  since  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans :  and  then  he  declares, 
that  these  desolations  would  endure,  ^^  until  the  Spi- 
"  lit  should  be  poured  upon  them  from  on  high ;'' 
the  happy  effects  of  which  gracious  dispensation  he 
predicts  in  the  most  energctick  language.  This  seems 
to  be  the  prophetical  meaning  of  the  chapter ;  the 
concluding  verses  of  which  have  not  hitherto  received 
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es  our  attention  to  the  words  of  the  text :  and  I  shall  ' 
endeavour  from  them,  j3 

I.  To  explain  what  is  meant  by  "  the  pouring 
^  **  out  of  the  Spirit  from  on  high.'* 

XL  To  consider  more  particularly  the  nature 
and  effects  of  this  promised  blessing. 

III.  To  make  some  remarks  on  the  erophati- 
cal  word  "  Until" 

IV.  To  point  out  some  instructions  more  im- 
mediately arising  from  the  subject 

I.  I  would  explain  the  words  here  used. 

The  apostle  caHs  Christianity  **  the  ministration  of 
"the  Spirit:*"  and  it  is  certain,  however  it  may  be 
overlooked,  that  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  pervades  thtt 
New  Testament,  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  a  Mes- 
siah  does  the  Old.  The  language  used  concerning  this 
subject,  evidently  implies  the  Personality  and  Deitif 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  is  represented  as  hearing y  speak- 
ing^  willing^  commanding^  forbidding^  and  as  receiv- 
ingy  and  executing^  a  commission :  and  this  not  in  al- 
legories  and  parables,  but  in  histories,  didactick  dis- 
cussions, laws,  and  grants,  where  precision  is  indis- 
pensably necessary,  and  a  literal  interpretation  pecu- 
liarly suitable :  yet  beyond  all  doubt  these  2ive personal 
actions.  At  the  same  time  divine  perfections  and  ope- 
rations are  ascribed  to  him.  He  is  said  to  dwell  in  the 
hearts  of  all  believers,  as  in  his  temple,  to  *'  search 
**  the  deep  things  of  God,"  to  raise  the  dead,  and  to 
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effect  a  new  creation. — He  is  called,  "  the  Spirit  of 
"  holiness,"  "  the  Spirit  of  truth,"  "  the  Spirit  of  life,»» 
"  Ac  Spirit  of  power,"  "  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and 
•«  knowledge,"  "  the  eternal  Spirit,"  and  *•  the  Com- 
"iiMter."  If  then  the  Holy  Spirit  be  a  Person  pos- 
sessing divine  perfections,  and  performing  divine 
operations ;  and  if  the  same  be  tnie  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son  also:  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  is  evidently  scriptural,  though  we  can  neither 
cxphdn  nor  comprehend  so  deep  a  mystery. 

If  we  further  examine  the  subject,  we  shall  find, 
tbaC  the  scriptures  uniformly  ascribe  all  miraculous 
powers,  prophecy,  and  inspiration  to  the  immediate 
of  the  Holy  Spirit :  so  that  the  wonderful 
of  Christ  himself,  and  the  exercise  of  his  me- 
dfalorial  offices  on  earth,  are  spoken  of  as  performed 
hf  his  anointing :  "  The  Holy  Ghost  was  not  given 
••by  measure  unto  him:*"  and  St.  Paul  particu- 
larly describes  the  diversity  of  gifts  communicated 
**  by  the  same  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  severally 
"  as  he  willed,  t"  The  predictions  of  the  prophets 
concerning  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  days 
ol  the  Messiah, J  as  well  as  our  Lord's  promises  to 
Ks  disciples,  may  have  a  special  reference  to  these 
extraordinary  gifts  and  powers ;  and  to  that  display 
of  Ave  ascended  Redeemer's  glory  and  majesty,  which 
^  made  on  the  day  of  Pentecost :  but  it  should  al- 
^  be  noted,  that  effects  were  produced,  at  that  im- 
ponant  season,  by  the  same  divine  Agent,  which  were 
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hr  more  valuable  to  those  by  whom  they  were 
perienced. 

If  we  accurately  study  the  language  of  the 
oracles,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
there  spoken  of,  as  the  immediate  Author  of  all  that 
is  holy  and  excellent  in  man:  and  that  a  spiritual 
death,  and  a  total  incapacity  of  delighting  in  God  and 
heavenly  things,  universally  prevail  in  the  human 
heart ;  till  ^^  the  law  9f  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Je- 
*'  sus  makes  us  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death*" 
Except  a  man  be  bom  again — bom  of  water  and 
of  the  SpWit,  he  cannot  see — ^he  cannot  enter  into^ 
the  kingdom  of  God."  He  is  ^^  the  Spirit  of  wis*  ^ 
'^  dom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  to 
*^  enlighten  the  eyes  of  our  understanding,  that  we 
**  may  know  the  hope  of  our  calling.*^'  He  "  con* 
^^  vinces  the  world  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  i 
**  judgment :"  "  he  glorifies  Christ,  for  he  receiver  ^ 
*^  of  his,  and  shews  it  unto  us."  It  is  his  office  to 
*^  teach  us  all  things,  and  lead  us  into  all  truth.'' 
Christians  are  "  elect  according  to  the  foreknow- 
*^  ledge  of  God,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit 
•'  to  obedience  :*'  they  abound  in  hope  **  through  the 
**  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost/'  "  They  pray  m  and 
•*Ay  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  helps  their  infirmities:" 
•*  they  are  led  by  the  Spirit,"  and  all  their  holy  tem- 
pers and  actions  are  "  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit. **  So 
that,  *'  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ  he  is 
"none  of  his:"  for  all  his  redeemed  people  are 
•'  sealed  by  the  Spirit,  who  is  the  earnest  of  their  in- 
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"  heritance:"  as  "  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  he  wit- 
**  nesses  with  their  spirits  that  they  are  the  children 
^^  of  God:"  and  thus  he  becomes  their  all-sufficient 
ComfiHter;  "  for  the  kingdom  of  God  is — in  righ- 
**  teousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 
In  these  respects  we  are  warranted  to  expect  the 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  on  our  souls  and  congrega- 
and  we  are  confident  that  all  true  Christians 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  an  habitation  of 
God  through  the  Spirit;"  and  we  are  amazed  that 
anf  man,  who  calls  himself  a  disciple  of  Christ, 
siioiild  be  so  ignorant,  as  to  deny  this  fundamental 
trudi  of  the  gospel,  or  so  profane  as  to  turn  it  into 
ridicule!  "  If  ye,"  says  our  Lord,  "  being  evil, 
^  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children : 
^  how  much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give 
•*  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him  ?*"  This  ac 
to  the  promise  of  the  Lord  by  his  prophet,  *^  I 
"  win  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  cause  you  to 
**  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  ye  shall  keep  my  judg- 
"  ments  and  do  them.f" 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  affect  equality  with  prophets 

aod  apostles :  nor  do  we  expect  any  new  revelations : 

for  the  scriptures  soberly  interpreted  are  the  standard 

of  truth.    But  we  profess,  to  depend  on  the  Holy 

SjHrit  to  enable  us  properly  to  understand  them.  \Vc 

have  no  other  rule  of  duty,  but  the  commandments 

of  God :  but  we  need  the  promised  teaching  and  as- 

sstance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  understand 

Ais  rule,  to  convince  us  of  our  manifold  deviations 

iom  it,  to  humble  and  soften  our  hearts  in  true  re- 
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pentance,  to  encourage  our  hope  of  mercy  and  hel 
us  to  apply  for  it,  and  to  strengthen  us  for  renewe 
obedience.  We  do  not  pretend  to  know  that  our  sin 
are  pardoned;  except  as  we  are  conscious  that  w^' 
hate  and  abhor  them,  and  humbly  trust  in  Christ  to  - 
deliver  us  from  them.   We  infer  our  interest  in  the 
love  of  God  as  our  heavenly  Father,  from  our  love  to 
him  as  his  adopted  children;  and  from  an  habitual 
desire  of  living  to  his  glory,  obeying  his  command-  ' 
ments,  and  doing  good  to  our  brethren  for  his  saka 

Surely  no  man,  who  professes  to  reverence  ibt 
scriptures  will  call  this  enthusiasm !   We  disclaim  01 
pretensions  to  predict  future  events,  or  to  discover  | 
things  unknown  to  others  by  any  immediate  reveb* 
tion  from  God;  yea,  we  protest  against  them,  as  de- 
rogatory to  the  holy  scriptures  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
gospel;  and  even  the  incautious  language  of  som< 
well-meaning  persons,  meets  with  decided  disa 
bation  from  others,  who  hold  most  of  the  sam6  doc- 
trines ;  because  it  is  capable  of  being  perverted,  or 
misunderstood. 

These  remarks  liaving  been  premised,  I  observe, 
tliat  as  all  spiritual  religion  is  produced  by  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  every  degree  of  succe^ 
attending  the  gospel  of  Christ  must  be  ascribed  to  a 
few  drops,  as  it  were,  of  this  fertilizing  rain ;  so,  there 
are  seasons,  in  which  the  Spirit  is  poured  from  on 
high  in  copious  showers,  upon  some  favoured  spots 
of  the  Lord's  vineyard.  This  was  most  remarkably 
the  case  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  for  a  consider- 
able time  afterwards:  and  though  the  effects  were 
gradually  diminished;  yet  neither  the  communication 
of  miraculous  gifts,  nor  the  abundant  converting  and 
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sanctifying  influences  accomptuiying  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  ceased,  till  perhaps  more  than  two  ccn- 
turies  afterwards.  Such  an  outpouring  of  the  Spirit 
atteoded  the  labours  of  the  reformers,  in  the  time  of 
Luther,  and  for  many  years  after  his  death.  Nor  has 
our  land  been  left  wholly  destitute  of  this  special  bene- 
fit during  the  present  century  :  and  some  places  seem 
yet  to  be  favoured  with  it  in  a  considerable  degree. 
In  short,  they,  who  are  conversant  with  the  records 
[.  <sf  the  church,  ancient  or  modem,  will  recollect  va- 
ritm  seasons,  when,  in  diiferent  places,  the  Spirit  of 
Cbd  was  poured  upon  his  people  from  on  high  :  and 
ifl  Aese  should  be  considered  as  earnests  of  more 
lAimdant  blessings,  when  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles 
shd  be  brought  into  the  church ;  and  the  Jews  **  shall 
[  "  look  to  him  whom  they  have  pierced, '*  uniting  pen- 
Hfeit  tears  with  believing  supplications.^ 

Bi^n.  We  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly  the 
^  nature  and  efTecls  of  this  promised  blessing. 

In  order  to  elucidate  the  subject,  we  must  advert 
to  the  present  state  of  the  church  and  of  the  world. 
If  we  look  among  the  constituted  ministers  of  reli- 
gion ;  we  canno.*  but  perceive,  that  vast  numbers  con- 
ader  their  profession,  in  great  measure,  as  a  secular 
employment,  and  pursue  their  worldly  interests  by  it, 
like  other  orders  in  the  community ;  without  any  pro- 
portionable earnestness  in  seeking  the  salvation  of 
of  souls,  and  the  advancement  of  genuine  Christiani- 
ty. Many  indeed  are  very  learned  and  ingenious  :  but 
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alas !  they  embrace  and  contend  for  doctrines,  which 
certainly  were  deduced  from  a  very  different  source, 
than  the  sacred  scriptures.  Others  preach  several  of 
the  great  truths  of  the  gospel,  but  seem  little  concern- 
ed to  apply  them  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  man- 
kind ;  or  to  excite  them  by  fervent  exhortations  and 
a  bright  example,  to  "  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
"  Saviour  in  all  things. '*  A  few  indeed  appear  to  be 
honestly  and  simply  engaged  in  the  most  useful  work 
of  their  sacred  function :  yet  perhaps  the  skilfulness, 
boldness,  self-denial,  diligence,  zeal,  and  faithful- 
ness, even  of  this  remnant,  fall  much  beneath  the 
degree  which  "  men  of  like  passions"  have  at  mcxc 
favoured  seasons  been  known  to  display. 

These  things  should  not  be  considered  as  a  censure 
of  modern  times :  for  the  case  has  been  nearly  the 
same,  in  almost  every  age  and  part  of  the  chui 
No  external  appointment  to  the  ministry,  no  enj 
ment  or  mode  of  worship,  can,  by  its  own  efficacy,  ^ 
dethrone  the  selfishness  of  the  human  heart ;  or  in-. 
duce  the  carnally-  minded  to  act  from  pure  motives, 
and  to  delight  in  the  spiritual  service  of  the  Redeem- 
er. But  when  "  the  Spirit  shall  be  poured  upon  u& 
**  from  on  high ;"  wc  may  expect,  that  such  minis- 
tors,  as  have  feebly  sought  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
salvation  of  souls,  will  feel  their  hearts  enlarged  with; 
more  abundant  zeal  and  love ;  and  that  a  vast  access 
sion  will  be  made  to  their  wisdom,  and  knowiedge  oC 
Christ  and  his  holy  doctrine.    They  will  probably  bcr^ 
to  a  great  degree  delivered  from  the  fear  of  men'ftt 
raised  iibovc  the  love  of  the  world  ;  emancipated  fro 
a  bigoUed  regard  to  systems  and  parties  ;  filled  wi 


• 


S£RMON    V.  123 

■  m 

most  tender  compassion  to  perishing  ^ners,  and  fer- 
vent love  to  their  brethren ;  occupied  witli  realizing 
views  of  eternal  things ;  prepared  for  perilous  and 
adf-denying  services ;  and  disposed  cordially  to  unite 
with  dieir  fellow-labourers  in  promoting  the  common 
cause ;  iritbout  regard  to  competition,  personal  inter- 

■ 

est,  or  Teputation. 

'  Those  who  have  preached  the  truths  of  the  gospel, 
widloiit  application  or  animation,  w,ill  then  probably 
tnd  insist  upon  their  practical  tendency,  and  ma- 
in  their  own  conduct  Some,  who  have  been 
to  the  truth,  will  be  won  over  to  preach  the 
wluch  once  they  opposed:  loiterers' and  hirelings 
wB  be  converted  into  feithfiil,  diligent,  able,  and  dh- 
pastors:  many  labourers  wiO  be  sent  forth 
flie  vineyard ;  and  every  one  who  partakes  of 
fertilizing  showers,  will  ^*  take  heed  to'  the  mi- 
wluch  he  hath  received  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
«  fulfil  it." 

The  change  which  took  place,  even  in  the  apos- 
tles themselves,  after  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
with  the  conduce  of  the  primitive  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  exhortations  addressed  to  them  in 
Ac  New  Testament,  abundantly  warrant  these  expec- 
tifions. 

If  we  next  survey  the  mass  of  people  called  Chris- 
tbns,  and  observe  their  disposition  and  conduct :  we 
thadl  readily  understand  what  effects  would  be  produ- 
ced by  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  upon  us.  Let  us, 
r  instance,  consider  the  inliabitants  of  this  city,  and 
eir  behaviour  in  respect  of  the  Lord's  day,  the  pub- 
c  wctfship,  and  the  preacirmg  of  the  gospel.    We 
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shall  in  this  review  see  cause  to  lament,  that  vast  xnul- 
titudes  retire  into  the  country  for  irreligious  recre^i- 
lion,  or  employ  the  holy  sabbath  in  travelling;  tlwt 
crowds  assemble  in4>laces  of  intemperate  indulgence, 
or  frivolous  amusement ;  and  that  many  spend  part 
of  the  day  in  adjusting  some  worldly   busmess,  and 
the  residue  in  sloth  or  festivity.    A  few,   compared 
with  the  whole  immense  number,  attend  at  the  seve- 
ral places  of  publick  worship  ;  the  majority  of  whom,, 
it  is  to  be  feared,   having  paid  their  weekly  tribute, 
think  no  more  about  it ;  being  *^  as  a  man  who  dream- 
'^  eth  that  he  eateth ; .  but  he  awaketh,  and  his  soul  is 
"empty."  Others  frequent  the  places  where  the  word- 
of  God  is  preached,  with  considerable  regularity ;  but 
continue  hearers  only,  and  not  doers.    In  short,  few 
comparatively  seem  to  receive  the  "  gospel,  not  as  the 
"  word  of  man,  but  as — the  word  of  God,  which  ef*  j 
"  fectually  worketh  in  them  that  believe;**  or  "  to*i 
**  worship  him  in  spirit  and  truth  :'*  and  even  these* 
see  cause  to  lament  their  want  of  zeal  and  fervency  ; 
and  too  often  manifest  a  languor  and  a  defect  in  ear- 
nestness and  activity,  where  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  x 
benefit  of  mankind  are  concerned. 

But  if  "  the  Spirit  were  poured  upon  us  from  on 
"high:"  the  hearts  of  such  persons  would  expand  •  • 
with  holy  affections,  and  be  filled  with  divine  conso*  ' 
lations.    They  would  become  fervent  in  every  reli- 
gious duty,  and  earnest  in  prayer  for  their  ministers- 
and  brethren,  and  for  a  blessing  on  every  attempt  to  - 
propagate  the  gospel ;  they  would  bestow  pains  to 
impress  the  instructions  of  scripture  on  the  minds  o€^ 
their  children,  relatives,  aqd  servants ;  to  recommend- 
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tlie  trudi  by  their  example,  and  to  enforce  it  in  their 
conversation  :  They  would  say  to  those,  with  whom 
ihey  had  any  influence,  **  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  to 
^*  tbe  house  of  God,  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  way, 
"  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths.*''  And,  as  Andrew 
brought  Peter,  and  Philip  Nathanael,  to  an  acquain- 
taoce  with  Chiist ;  they  would  endeavour  by  letters, 
books,  and  all  otlier  means  in  their  power,  to  lead 
such  as  bad  been  unacquainted  with  the  gospel,  to  the 
knowledge  of  tbe  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  into  the 
way  of  fife  and  salvation. 

ijLt  such  a  season  formal  worshippers  would  find 
their  hearts  engaged  in  a  new  manner,  to  attend  on  the 
ordinances  of  God :  and  many  of  them  would  bc^come 
true  bdievers.  Those  who  had  imbibed  false  doc- 
trioeSy  would  perceive  that  God  was  of  a  truth  pre- 
sent  in  our  congregations,  and  be  induced  to  join 
themselves  to  us :  a  general  attention  and  enquiry 
would  be  raised  ;  and  ^'  the  Lord  would  daily  add  un- 
'*  to  the  church  such  as  should  be  saved." 

In  thb  manner,  it  has  frequently  been  known,  that 
great  multitudes,   through  large  districts,  have  in  a 
short  time  been  brought  to  consider  their  ways  :  the 
veil  that  hides  God  and  eternal  things  from  men's 
minds,  has  been  apparently  rent ;  and  more  done  in 
bringing  men  to  receive  the.  gospel  and  to  walk  in 
newness  of  life,  during  a  few  months,  than  the  very 
same  ministers  had  been  able  to  accomplish  in  the 
course  of  many  preceding  years.  These  efiects  are  al- 
so proved  to  be  genuine  by  their  permanency,  and  by 
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the  holy  lives  of  numbers ;  after  the  first  vehement 
affections,  and  the  remarkable  circumstances,  of  such 
revivals,  have  ceased.  Thus  the  thousands  that  were 
converted,  when  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  on  the  day 
of  pentecost,  **  continued  stedfastly  in  the  apostles' 
**  doctrine  and  fellowship ;"  they  *^  were  of  one  heart,'* 
they  "  had  all  things  in  common,"  and  "  great  grace 
*'  was  upon  them  all. "  But  when  a  religious  commo-  . 
tion  arises  from  enthusiasm,  &lse  principles,  and  self- 
'ish  affections;  it  often  leaves  men  more  immoral  sind  ; 
ungodly  than  they  were  before.  J 

Again,  if  we  consider  the  more  pious  part  of  our  } 
congregations ;  how  often  have  ^ve  reason  to  lament,  T 
there  is  no  more  union  and  affection  among  them !  ^ ' 
and  that  they  are  kept  at  so  great  a  distance  from  each  -^ 
other,  by  their  stations  in  life ;  their  different  employ- "^i: 
ments,  talents,  and  dispositions ;  or  even  by  trivM^:;, 
resentments,  suspicions,  and  prejudices !  But  di6^ 
blessing,  of  which  we  speak,  would  deliver  Christian^-" 
from  such  contracted  and  selfish  passions  :  and  thcf^]^ 
would  be  ready,  without  hesitation,  cordially  to  for*"^- 
give  all  who  had  offended  them,  to  make  concessioil^^ 
and  amends  to  those  whom  they  had  injured,  and  tt^J^ 
seek  reconciliation  with  every  one,  who  had  been  id^ 
any  respect  alienated  from  them.  An  increase  of  fi^ 
vine  illumination  and  brotherly  love  would  terminaHl^ 
or  moderate  our  differences  of  opinion ;  men  wouU^ 
less  regard  the  trivial  disparity  of  outward  rank,  ex| 
cept  as  it  reminded  them  of  their  several  duties : 
would  readily  unite  in  social  worship  and  profitafa 
conversation  :  and  in  proportion  as  these  sacred  infli 
cnces  rested  on  their  souls,  they  would  abound  i 
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self-denying  beneficence,  and  in  active  endeavours  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  indigent,  to  sooth  the  an- 
gnish  of  the  afflicted,  and  to  alleviate  the  miseries  of 
mankind.  An  attentive  meditation  on  the  apostolical 
exhortations,  and  the  conduct  of  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians,  may  suffice  to  convince  us,  that  these  must  be 
the  eflS^cts  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  upon  any 
congregation,  city,  or  country  :  for  indeed  *'  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit  are  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffi^ring,  gen- 
tkness,   goodness,  faith,  meekness,  and  tempe* 


"  ranee.'* 


Should  we  advert  to  the  state  of  religion  more  at 
hrge ;  we  should  find,  that  the  remnant  which  pro- 
fesses the  leading  truths  of  Christianity,  and  appears 
to  be  influenced  by  them,  is  lamentably  divided  into 
parties,  about  subordinate  points  of  doctrine,  or  mat- 
ters of  discipline  and  government.  So  that,  if  we  could 
collect  together  the  whole  company  of  real  believers ; 
we  should  find  them  very  discordant  in  their  senti- 
ments, and  disposed  to  magnify  the  importance  of 
tlieir  several  particularities  :  and  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly  difficult,  if  not  wholly  impossible,  to  unite  the^n  in 
religious  services,  or  in  the  same  plan  for  promoting 
the  common  cause.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  hardly 
be  practicable,  to  exclude  subjects  of  doubtful  dispu- 
tation ;  or  to  prevent  such  contests  and  mutual  cen- 
sures, as  only  serve  to  furnish  the  enemies  of  the  gos- 
pel with  plausible  objections.  Alas,  this  is  an  evident 
proof,  that,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  '*  we  arc  yet 
*'  carnal,*"  however  orthodox  our  creed  may  be,  or 
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how  zealously  soever  we  contend  for  it !  "  Hereby," 
says  our  Lord^  '^  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
**  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  for  another." 

But  when   ^^  the  Spirit  shall  be  poured  upon  us 
"  from  on  high,"  all,  "  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  in  ' 
**  sincerity,*'  will  "  love  one  another  with  a  pure 
'^  heart  fervently.'     The  pride  and  selfish  possionsi 
which  occasion  disputes,  will  be  mortified ;  the  minds 
of  Christians  will  be  more  fully  illuminated ;  the  har- 
mony of  scripture  will  be  better   understood;   the  . 
comparative  value  of  every  part  of  religion  will  be  . 
more  clearly  ascertained ;  and  men  will  be  rendered . } 
more  humbly  sensible  of  their  fallibility,  and  mare  ^ 
disposed  to  candour  and  patience.  Thus,  whileamoflt% 
desirable  progress  will  be  made,  in  regulating  cvdrf  ^-i 
thing  according  tothe  standard  of  truth:  Chrisdoii^  !4 
will  be  delivered  in  great  measure  from  the  propenal-- ^ 
ty  to  judge  or  despise  their  brethren ;  and  will  leailkr- 
to   "  receive  one  another,   even  as  Christ  receivetikL 
"  them,  to  the  glory  of  God."    The  pouring  out  dP- 
the  Spirit  will  efiect,  what  acts  of  uniformity,  conciB'^  - 
atory  schemes,  or  philosophical  candour  can  never  ac-^- 
complish  :  for  it  will  bring  Christians,  through  wholly. 
countries,  "  with  one  mind  and  one  mouth  to  gli 
*'God:"  to  form  one  Church,  professing  the 
fundamental  doctrines ;  harmoniously  joining  ih 
same  worship,  and  the  celebration  of  the  same 
nances;  and  zealously  concurring  to  promote  the 
version  of  Mahometans,  Jews,  and  Pagans,  to 
tural  Christianitv- 

These  happy  effects  arc  predicted  by  the  prophett 
under  various  significant  representations;  of  whici 
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It  may  suffice  at  present  to  produce  a  single  spcci- 
men.  "  The  wolf  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the 
"  Ieq>ard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid ;  and  the  calf,  and 
*'  the  young  lion,  and  the  fatling  together ;  and  a  lit- 
"  tie  child  shall  lead  them.  And  the  cow  and  the  bear 
"  shall  feed  ;  their  young  ones  shall  lie  do\yn  togeth- 
^  cr ;  and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox :  and  the 
**  sucking  child  shall  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp,  and 
'^  the  weaned  child  shall  put  his  hand  on  the  cocka- 
^*  trice-den.  They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my 
*'  bdy  mountain  :  for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
"  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
"  8ca.*» 

These  are  some  of  the  effects  which  will  propor- 

.  tioBably  follow,  whenever  the  Spirit  is  poured  out 

ipoQ  the  church.  Many  others  might  be  mentioned, 

id  brevity  permit ;  and  some  of  them  will  come  bc- 

ibrt  us,  in  the  subsequent  part  of  the  subject 

III.  Then  we  proceed  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  emphatical  word,  "  Until. '^ 

A  variety  of  plans  arc  continually  proposed  and 
adopted,  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  mankind,  and 
to  guard  at  the  same  time  against  tyranny  in  the  ru- 
lers, and  turbulency  in  the  multitude.  No  doubt 
something  may  be  done  in  this  way  to  render  the  state 
rfthe  world  more  tolerable,  than  it  would  otherwise 
be,  for  while  civil  government  in  general  is  God^s  or- 
dinancef  ihe  jx^culiar  arrangement  of  it  is  left  in  great 
iineasure  to  human  prudence ;  and  it  may  therefore 
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be  also  called  the  ordinance  of  man.*  But,  too  san- 
guine expectations  are  formed ,  when  changes  take 
place,  or  when  supposed  improvements  are  made ;  and 
speedy  disappointment  is  the  consequence*  The  world 
after  all,  remains  full  of  oppression  or  sedition :  the 
rulers  and  people  generally  continue  unchanged  in 
character,  whatever  external  changes  take  place :  and 
selfishness  produces  its  effects,  after  all  tlie  efforts 
which  are  made  to  counteract  it ;  even  as  poison  re- 
tains its  destructive  efficacy,  in  whatever  form  it  is  ad- 
ministered. This  will  in  great  measure  continue  to  be 
the  case,  ^*  until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  usfrcxnon 
"  high,'*  to  renew  men's  hearts  to  the  divine  image  in 
holy  love:  and  then,  they  will  delight  in  equity^  good- 
ness, mercy,  and  peace,  after  the  example  of  our  h>  , 
ly  God ;  which  will  render  human  society  as  happy, 
as  it  is  now  too  often  miserable. 

Again,  ihe  earth  hath  in  every  age  been  a  field  of 
blood ;  and  the  vast  proportion  of  our  race,  which  hsd 
perished  by  the  sword,  almost  exceeds  credibility  or  - 
calculation :  nor  can  the  compassionate  mind  reflect 
on  the  subject  without  horror  and  amazement    The  ■ 
causes  of  this  deplorable  fact  have  been  sought  for,  in 
the  different  forms  of  government ;  and  in  the  ambi* 
tion  of  men  distinguished  by  certain  titles,  or  invested- 
with  authority  in  some  peculiar  manner.  Yet  the  dis^ 
position  to  delight  in  war  seems  to  have  been  commoff 
to  governors  of  all  descriptions :  and  the  sacred  wriv  - 
ters,  characterizing  the  ungodly,  say,  "  Their  fe*^ 
are  swift  to  shed  blood."  Universal  history  is  the  btfSC^ 
•    ■   fe^ 
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comment  on  this  text :  all  the  genius  of  mankind, 
however  diversified,  has  combined  to  celebrate  sue- 
oessTul  warriors.  The  original  murderer  has  appeared 
in  thb  respect  especially  to  be  the  god  of  this  world  : 
Mars,  Bcllona,  and  even  Minerva,  (the  poet's  em- 
blem of  prudence  in  war,)  are  the  names  under  which 
polite  nations  have  worshipped  him  :  and  unnumber- 
ed minions  of  human  victims  have  been  immolated  at 
his  shrine,  by  his  renowned  priests,  who  have  emula- 
ted bis  ambition  and  malignity,  and  shared  thie  adora- 
tion  whiclt  he  received.  Thus  it  w>ll  be  in  a  great  * 
meMure,  **  until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from 
"  on  high."  Ambition,  resentment,  rapacity,  and  in- 
tcricring  interests  will  continue  to  excite  mankind  to 
war :  and  both  the  mighty  and  the  mean  will,  in  ge- 
Acral,  deem  this  one  of  the  most  honourable  and  de- 
niable of  employments ;  till  those  happy  times  arrive, 
I  wKch  are  predicted  in  the  scriptures,  when  **  the  na- 
"  tions  sliall  beat  their  swords  into  plow- shares,  and 
**  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks ;  and  they  shall 
**  learn  war  no  more."  But  every  degree  of  that  sa- 
cred influence  will,  in  the  mean  while,  produce  pro- 
portionably  the  same  happy  consequences. 

It  is  likewise  grievous  to  reflect  on  the  severities, 
^ch  arc  necessary  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in 
the  community. — On  the  numbers  deprived  of  life, 
immured  in  dungeons,  and  banished  to  remote  and 
desolate  regions,  that  others  may  live  in  security: 
while  the  silent  ravages  of  licentiousness  appear  even 
still  more  dreadful,  to  those  who  have  the  opportuni- 
!t,  or  are  under  the  painful  necessity,  of  investigating 
fcecn.  The  wisdom  and  assiduity  of  men  are  well  em^ 
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t>lpyedi  in  attempting  to  abate  these  dire  n\ischieis: 
but  no  effectual  remedy  will  be  applied,  "  until  ite 
"  Spirit  be*  poured  upon  us  from  on  high/*  Then 
the  dTvine  law  will  be  written  in  men's  hearts ;;  and 
justice,  benevolence,  and  universal  temperance,  iin« 
planted  in  the  soul,  will  infallibly  rectify  these  disor^ 
ders,  which  are  incurable  by  all  other  means. 

We  cannot  reflect  on  th^e  conditi,on,  in  which  the  na- 
tioi\s  remain  to  this  day ;  without  lamenting,  thi^t  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  earth  is  still  covered  with  {lai 
gan  darkness,  Mahometan  dehisionj  or  Jewish  incre- 
dulity. The  ignorance,  superstition,  and  wickedness 
of  nominal  Christians ;  the  prevalence  of  antiscriptu- 
ral  tenets  even  in  the  protestant  churches.;  and  tbe^ 
rapid  progress  of  impiety,  infidelity,  aiKl  atheisou  ■ 
present  a  very  gloomy  prospect  to  the  mind  of  a  true- 
believer.  And  when  we  consider  the  immense  diffi- 
culties of  remedying  these  evils,  and  the  inadequate 
effects  of  the  most  laudable  efforts ;  we  are  ready  to 
sit  down  in  despair.  We  should,  however,  remem- 
ber that  every  degree  of  success  far  more  than  coun- 
terbalances the  expence  or  labour  of  our  exertions:  and 
that  we  must  not  expect  to  make  very  rapid  progress 
*'  until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  high.'^ 
But  then  mountains^ill  flow  down  at  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  ;  nations  will  be  born  in  a  day  :  a  new  cre- 
ation will  prepare  men's  hearts  to  welcome  the  gos-  - 
pel :  all  other  difficulties  will  vanish  or  be  surmount- , 
ed ;  and  *'  the  earth  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
**  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." 

The  various  abuses,  divisions,  scandals,  and  false 
doctrines,  which  prevail  among  such  as  shew  more 
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to  scriptural  Ghristianitj'',  will  not  be  counter. 
;  nor  will  that  revival  of  the  power  of  godliness 
maar  congregations,  which  every  friend  of  evangcli- 
al  trurh  must  ardently  desire,  be  effectually  introdu- 
ccd,  "  tiUthe  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  high.'* 
So  that  this  is  the  grand  desideratum :  the  only  ade- 
qoate  remedy  for  all  the  evils  we  witness  or  hear  of, 
n  the  church  and  in  the  world    Till  our  prayers,  in 
tius  respect  be  answered,  we  shall  s^e  on  every  side 
most  lamentable  disorders,  which  we  cannot  rectify ; 
and  few  in  comparison  will  be  found,  who  have  abili* 
\y  or  zeal  for  makiog  such  arduous  attempts :  but  this 
expected  event  will  raise  up  and  qualify  instruments 
fer  every  kind  of  service ;  dispose  the  minds  of  muU 
tkades  cordially  to  unite  in  vigorous  exertions ;  and 
render  their  endeavours  rapidly  and  extensively  sue* 
ceasfiiL 

IV.  Then  I  proceed  to  point  out  some  instruc- 
tions, more  immediately  arising  from  the  subject. 

How  ignorant  must  they  be,  as  to  the  very  first 
principles  of  Christianity,  who  treat  our  professed  de- 
pendence on  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  experience  of  bis 
sacred  influences,  with  supercilious  contempt!  A  Jew 
of  old,  would  not  have  been  more  profanely  absurd, 
in  ridiculing  the  expectation  of  a  Messiah  as  fanati- 
cism. Even  if  uninspired  men  could,  by  their  superior 
talents,  improve  upon  the  oracles  of  God,  (as  some  of 
lliera  seem  arrogantly  disposed  to  think  they  can)  this 
would  no  more  supersede  the  necessity  of  divine  in- 
fluences,  than  modern  improvements  in  agriculture 
render  the  fertilizing  showers  and  the  genial  M-armth 
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of  the  sun  unnecessary.  Even  the  preaching  of  Himi 
*'  who  spake  as  never  man  spake,"  was  rendered  efr 
fectual  by  the  inward  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  \ 
without  which,  Paul  would  have  planted,  and  Apol- 
los  watered  in  vain.  No  wonder  then,  that  such  teach- 
ers as  deny,  deride,  explain  away,  or  even  keep  out  , 
of  sight,  the  promised  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  j 
harangue  the  people  in  weekly  lectures,  from  year  to  -^ 
year,  without  witnessing  or  even  expecting,  any  great  i 
effect.  While  men  depend  on  their  own  rationality,  ? 
ingenuity,  or  eloquence,  and  dishonour  the  divine  ^ 
Spirit ;  we  may  be  sure  that  the  Lord  will  frown  up-  I 
on  the  presumptuous  attempt,  and  blast  all  thdrvaio  J 
endeavours.  Indeed  no  man  is  warranted  to  expert  ^ 
success,  even  in  preaching  the  pure  gospel  of  Christ;  '.^ 
except  as  he  simply  relies  on  the  Holy  Spirit  to  assiSl  i 
und  prosper  bis  labours,  uses  the  proper  means  of  ob*  ^ 
taining  his  powerful  co-operation,  and  explicitly  gives 
him  all  ihc  glory. 

*'  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  i* 
*' none, of  his."    Unless,  therefore,  we  possess  som^ 
r  vidence  hi  our  own  hearts,  that  we  are  the  temples 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,   we  cannot,  without  manifest  pre* 
sumption,  expect  that  the  Judge  of  the  world  will,  at 
the  last  day,  own  us  as  his  true  disciples :  but  thift 
cannot  be  known  to  us,  except  by  the  effects  produ* 
<xd  on  our  vi^ws,  dispositions,  affections,  and  con- 
duct     Humiliation  for  sin,  faith,  love  of  Christ  and^ 
his  people,  compassion  for  sinners,  a  spiritual  mindi 
and  an  habitual  aim  to  glorify  God  and  do  good  to^ 
men,  are  the  genuine  effects  produced  by  the  Spirit' 
of  God  dwelling  in  us.  Can  it  then  be  rotioricfio  over- 


SERMON   V.  135 

look  those  scriptures  which  speak  orr  these  subjects  ? 
or  to  expect  the  eternal  felicity  promised  to  Chris- 
tianSi  while  destitute  of  those  things  which  are  dccla** 
red  essentbi  to  Christianity  ? 

Again,  would  we  prosper  in  cur  own  souls,  or 
succeed  in  endeavouring  to  do  good  in  our  families, 
ooonexions^  and  situations ;  we  must  adhere  to  the 
doctrines  and  precepts  of  scripture ;  pray  with  fer- 
vent importunity  for  the  influences  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
be  very  careful  not  to  grieve  him,  or  to  quench  that 
sacred  fire  which  he  kindles  in  the  believing  heart* 
If  we  have  hitherto  been  remarkably  unsuccessful ; 
TC  should  seriously  enquire,  on  what  account  the 
Lard  contends  with  us  ?    And  especially  we  should 
examine,  whether  we  have  not  depended  on  our  own 
supposed  abilities,   or  sought  our  own  honour ;  in- 
stead of  relying  simply  on  the  Holy  Spirit,   with  a 
readiness  of  mind  to  ascribe  to  him  all  the  glory  of 
every  successful  attempt  ? 

They  who  would  enjoy  the  benefit  of  an  able  and 
bithfui  mipistry,  should  be  instant  in  prayer  for  their 
pastors.  If  this  were  more  attended  to,  we  should 
doubdess  be  enabled  to  '  set  forth  the  true  and  liyfflv 
*  word  of  God,  both  by  our  preachuig  and  livings' 
with  £ir  greater  effect ;  and  should  be  in  all  respects 
much  more  useful. — But  our  fervent  supplications 
sliould  not  be  confined  to  those,  w  ith  whom  wc  arc 
more  immediately  connected  ;  for  we  ought  to  pnn* 
continually  for  the  "  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  from  oii 
*'  high,"  upon  every  part  of  the  visible  church,  and 
upon  all  orders  and  descriptions  of  men  throughout 
the  world.  This  should  ccnj;titu'wC  apro?n'mcnt  part  of 
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our  daily  prayers,  in  our  closets  and  families  ;  anc: 
enter  particularly  into  the  suirious  circumstances,  if 
which  mankind  are  placed.  We  ought  to  intreat  th^ 
Lord,  to  render  all  his  ministers  faithful,  holy,  anc3 
successful ;  to  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest ; 
to  unite  all  Christians  in  the  bonds  of  brotherly  love ; 
to  prosper  all  means  used  for  the  conversion  of  Jews, 
Mahometans,  Pagans,  or  infidels ;  and  to  * '  fill  the 
"  earth  with  truth  and  righteousness/* 

We  shall  not  probably  live  to  witness  this  glorious 
scene :  yet  the  Lord  may  bless  some  means  which 
we  use,  in  making  way  for  that  grand  triumph  of  his 
cause.  Thus  David  zealously  prepared  materials  for 
the  temple,  though  assured  it  would  not  be  built  in 
his  day.  If  we  have  little  else  in  our  power,  either  to 
serve  our  generation,  or  to  sow  seed  for  the  good  of 
posterity ;  we  may  perform  an  important  service  if 
our  persevering  prayers:  and  whenever  the  Loid 
shall  *'  pour  out  his  Spirit  from  on  high,"  to  make 
his  gospel  victorious  over  all  opposition ;  his  people 
will  certainly  go  forth  to  meet  him  with  their  unit^^T 
fervent  supplications. 
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Rra  hath  God  ako  to  the  Gentiles  grunted  repent* 

ance  unto  Ufe. 


I 


HAVE  taken  this  text,  my  brethren,  in  conse^ 
fKDoe  of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  an  unknown 
^onespondent,  written  in  a  very  serious  manner,  and 
bearing  a  publick  answer  to  several  interesting  ques* 
&X1S  on  the  subject  of  repentance ;  a  subject  un- 
Ambtedly  of  great  importance,  in  which  we  are  all 
^t  deeply  concerned. 

The  apostles  and  Christians  in  Judea,  having  heard 
4at  Peter  had  associated  with  Cornelius  and  other 
*Kdrcumcised  persons,  expressed  much  surprise  at 
fe  conduct :  but  when  he  had  related  all  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  it,  **  They  held  their  peace,  and 

glorified  God,  saying,  Then  hath  God  also  to  the 

Gentiles  granted  repentance  unto  life :"  yet  it  is  re- 

Vol,  II.  S 
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markable,  that  there  is  nothing  expressly  about  re- 
pentance, in  the  account  which  Peter  had  given. 

On  another  occasion,  when  Paul  and  Silas  returned 
from  Asia  to  Antioch,  "  They  gathered  the  church 
^'  together,  and  rehearsed  all  that  God  had  done  witli 
"  them,  and  how  he  had  opened  the  door  of  faith  to 
"  the  Gentiles."   Mark  now  these  twb  expressions, 
used  by  the  agostles  on  similar  occasions.'  "  God 
"  hath  granted  the  Gentiles  repentance  unto  life." 
"God  hath  opened  the  door  of  faith  unto  the  Gen- 
*'  tiles."    Much  instruction  may  be  derived  fixMn 
comparing  them  together. — When  "  God  grants  pc- 
"  pentance  unto  life,"  he  "  opens  the  door  of  fiuth.'* 
When  "  he  opens  the  door  of  faith,"  he  "  grants  it-  . 
"pentance  unto  life." — "  Repent  ye,  and  believe  the  « 
"  gospel."   Certainly  one  way  of  salvation,  and  not  m 
two  different  ways,  was  spoken  of  in  both  places.        1 

I  design  at  present  to  shew,  .'  =; 

I.  That  repentance  is  a  principal  part  of  thf  _ 
Lord's  plan  of  mercy  and  grace  to  sinners  in  - 
the  gospel.    And, 

II.  To  enquire  into  the  nature  and  effects  rf 
l-epentahce  unto  life. 

I.  Repentance  is  a  principal  part  of  the  Lord'5 
plan  of  mercy  and  grace  to  sinners  in  the  gospeL 

I  express  myself  thus,  because  many  suppose  thaJt 
repentance  does  not  properly  belong  to  the  gospd^ 
and  that  when  we  insist  on  *^  repentance,  and  worfc^ 
"  meet  for  repentance,"  we  do  not  preach  evangdi^* 
cally :  for  they  seem  to  tliink  that  salvation  by  grac^ 
4s  salvation  for  sinners  continuing  impenitent;  am^ 
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they  charge  us  with  returning  to  the  law,  and  bring. 
ing  tliem  into  bondage,  when  we  maintain  the  con- 
trary. But  indeed,  if  we  distinguish,  as  no  doubt  we 
ought,  between  the  law  and  the  gospel ;  repentance  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  law,  except  as  a  man  repents 
that  he  has  broken  it.  The  law  says,  ^*  Do  this,  and 
"  live  ;'*  the  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die :"  **  Cursed 
"  is  every  one  who  continueth  not  in  all  things  writ- 
'*  ten  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them. "  It  does  not 
so  much  as  command  repentance,  by  any  immediate 
bjonction.  It  condemns  the  transgressor,  and  leaves 
him  under  condemnation. 

Would  it  not  be  thought  a  strange  thing  in  an  act 
of  Parliament,  if  after  death  had  been  decreed  as  the 
pmushment  of  the  crime  specified,  a  clause  should  be 
added,  commanding  the  criminal  to  repent,  and  pro- 
mising pardon  to  the  penitent  ?  The  king  indeed  may 
extend  mercy  to  the  transgressor,  if  he  judge  it  expe- 
fient  But  this  is  gracCj  and  not  /aw,  which  does  not 
require  repentance;  indeed  pardons  always  tend  to 
Weaken  the  authority  of  the  law. 

When  God  delivered  the  ten  commandments  from 
mount  Sinai,  the  people  **  could  not  endure  the  things 
*' which  were  spoken;'*  but  no  mention  was  made  of 
rtpentance.  It  was  from  mount  Zion  and  mount  Cal- 
ory, that  the  command  to  repent  was  given  to  man- 
kind. "  Grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ  :'* 
*d  the  mercy,  revealed  through  his  redemption  and 
Mediation,  has  made  way  for  **  repentance  and  remis- 
^  ^on  of  sins  to  be  preached  in  his  name  unto  all  na- 
*'tions,  beginning  at  Jerusalem.'*  Every  motive  or 
CQCouragcment  to  repentance  is  tnken  from  the  gospel; 


140  SERMON  VI. 

by  the  grace  of  which  alone  is  any  sinner  enabled  truly 
to  repent  In  every  view,  and  in  all  respects^  repent-* 
ance  belongs  entirely  to  the  gospel,  and  forms  an  es^ 
gential  part  of  its  glorious  and  gracious  plan. 
.  For  what  is  that  plan,  my  brethren?  Is  it  not  the 
design  of  God  to  bring  sinners  into  a  state  of  recon* 
ciliation  and  friendship  with  himself,  by  a  method  cal* 
culated  to  display  the  glory  of  his  own  name,  and  the 
dreadful  nature  and  effects  of  sin :  and  thus  to  teach 
them  to  Iqve  him,  and  glorify  him,  and  find  their  fe-i 
licity  in  his  &vour  ?  And,  if  this  be  the  plan  of  the 
gospel,  can  its  ends  be  answered,  unless  the  ^aner  is 
brought  to  repentance  ? 

LfOok  through  the  whole  New  Testament,  Coosi* 
der  how  the  gospel  was  first  introduced,  and  after^ 
wards  propagated.  John,  the  forerunner  of  Christ, 
came  preaching,  ^^  Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of 
^^  heaven  is  at  hand."  *^  Bring  forth  therefore  fruits 
^^  meet  for  repentance,  and  think  not  to  say  withia 
*V  yourselves,  we  have  Abraham  to  our  Father.  For 
**  now  is  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  trees ;  eveiy 
^'  tree  therefore  that  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit,  is 
**  hewn  down,  and  cast  into  the  fire.'* 

Our  Lord  himself  has  told  us  expressly  what  be 
came  for;  ^'  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  mh* 
^^  ners  to  repentance :"  and  his  decision  surely  ougk* 
to  be  final.  He  has  declared  that  '^  there  is  joy  in  th^ 
"  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  thoC^ 
**  repenteth."  He  multiplied  parables  to  illustrate  th^ 
nature  of  repentance,  to  encourage  the  penitent, 
to  warn  and  rebuke  the  impenitent.  And  he  sent 
apostles  to  '^  preach  repentance  and  remission  of 
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*'in  his  name  to  all  nations."  Accordingly,  they 
preached  repentance  wherever  they  went : — Hear  St* 
Peter,  "  Repent  and  be  converted,  that  your  sins  may 
"be  blotted  out."— Hear  St.  Paul,  at  Athens,  "  The 
''  times  of  this  ignorance  Go  d  winked  at ;  but  now 
"  commandeth  he  all  men  every  where  to  repent  t 
'*  And  before  Agrippa,  I  was  not  disobedient  to  die 
'* heavenly  vision;  but  shewed  first  unto  them  at 
"  Damascus,  and  at  Jerusalem,  and  throughout  the 
*'  coasts  of  Judea,  and  then  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they 
^'  should  repent,  and  turn  to  God,  and  do  works  meet 
*•  fi)r  repentance : "  And  before  the  Ephesian  elders, 
"  Testifying  both  to  Jews  and  Greeks,  repentance 
^towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus 
"Christ.^* 

Did  the  aposde  speak  of  a  sin  that  is  never  pardon- 
ed? he  added,  ^^  It  is  impossible  to  renew  to  repen* 
**  tance,**  those  who  have  committed  it.  He  exhorts 
Timothy  *'  In  meekness  to  instruct  those  that  oppose 
"themselves,  if  peradventure  God  would  give  thera 
^^  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth;  and 
**  that  they  may  recover  themselves  out  of  the  snare 
"  of  the  devil,  who  are  taken  captive  by  him  at  his 
"wiU." 

Without  repentance,  therefore,  it  is  as  plain  and 
dear,  as  the  testimony  of  Christ  and  his  apostles 
can  make  it,  that  there  is  no  salvation.  **  Except  yc 
"repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish. '^ — Without  re- 
pfntance,  faith  is  dead,  hope  is  mere  presumption, 
arfreligious  affections  are  delusive,  transient,  and  in- 
cficacious. 
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But  let  it  be  also  remarked,  that  wherever  true  re. 
pentance  is  found,  there  is  life  eternal — "  Then  bath 
God  also  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentance  unto 
life*''  He  has  so  arranged  the  plan  of  the  gospd^ 
that  repentance  is  inseparably  connected  with  forgive^* 
ness,  righteousness,  and  complete  salvation.  ^^  Godty 
*^  sorrow  worketh  repentance  unto  salvatioo,  not  to 
be  repented  bf.** — *'  When  the  wicked  man  turn* 
eth  away  from  his  wickedness^  and  doeth  that  which 
is  lawful  and  rights  he  shall  save  his  soul  alive.'*— «» 
*^  Repent  and  turn  from  all  your  transgressions;  and 
so  iniquity  shall  not  be  your  ruia*' — ^"  Let  the 
wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  tlie  unrighteous  maa 
*^  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lorsti 
**-  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  him,  and  to  our  Goj>^ 
*^and  be  will  abundantly  pardon."  These  passages, 
and  many  ottiers,  are  so  expressed,  and  marked  with 
such  precision*  that  if  there  be  any  meaning  in  words^ 
true  repentance  is  inseparable  from  eternal  salvatioa: 
Some*  however^  object  that  this  does  not  con^t 
wiih  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace,  and  justifica- 
tion by  £iitli  alone.  But  I  would  ask.  Whether  the 
apostles  did  not  use  this  language,  as  well  as  preach 
tliat  doctrine  ?  And  as  none  can  disprove,  and  few 
will  deny,  that  they  did  both,  I  enquu^e  whether  thcjr 
were  inconsistent  witli  themselves,  and  with  eacti^ 
other? 

That  salvation  is  by  grace,  and  justification  by  &itl» 
alone,  is  certainly  tlie  doctrine  both  of  the  Scriptures 
and  of  our  church :  but  if  £)ith  be  alone,  it  is  deadL 
If  alms  are  oficrcd  to  a  beggar,  his  hand  alone 
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ceives  the  alms :  but  a  dead  hand  could  not  receive 
them. 

None,  who  understand  Christianity,  doubt,  but 
that  repentance,  hope,  fear,  and  love,  exist  in  every 
true  believer :  yet  faith  alone  justifies  him  before  God; 
because  the  righteousness  and  atonement  of  Christ 
are  the  sole  ground  of  our  justification,  and  faith 
alone  receives  Christ,  that  we  may  "  be  made  the 
"  righteousness  of  Goo  in  him."  But  this  faith  is  the 
&ith  of  the  penitent,  and  not  of  the  impenitent :  it 
works  by  love,  and  it  brings  forth  holy  fruit. 

While  the  poor  criminal,  who  fled  for  refuge  to  tlic 
altar,  laid  hold  of  the  horns  with  his  hand  alone ;  his 
beut  would  beat,  his  blood  circulate,  and  his  other 
fimbs  and  senses  perform  their  proper  functions. 
Thiis  the  sinner,  by  faith  alone  lays  hold  of  Christ; 
yet  his  soul  is  alive  to  God,  and  all  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  are  at  the  same  time  exercised  according 
to  their  proper  nature  and  function.  **  Now  abideth 
"  &ith,  hope,  charity,  these  three  :  but  the  greatest 
•*  of  these  is  charity." 

The  text  suggests  yet  one  more  remark ;  "God 
**  grants  repentance  unto  life."  This  means  more 
than  that  he  has  opened  a  way  for  the  penitent  sinner 
to  come  to  him  and  live ;  or  that  he  calls  on  sinners 
to  repent.  It  implies  that  repentance  is  the  gift  of  God. 
*.*  If  peradventure  God  may  give  them  repentance." 
**  Christ  is  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to 
"  give  repentance — and  forgiveness  of  sins." — "  The 
**  Spirit  convinces  men  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and 
"  of  judgment  :'*  and  when  the  Lord   *'  pours  out 
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*^  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication^  men  look  on 
"  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn." 

How  often,  in  our  excellent  liturgy  do  we  unite  in 
prayer,  that  God  would  give  us  repentance  and  hb  ; 
Holy  Spirit  ?  The  language  we  have  been  lately  using,  ; 
is  very  emphatical:  ^  Create  and  make  in  us  new  and  : 
'  contrite  hearts,  that  we  worthily  lamenting  our  sins    . 

*  and  acknowledging  our  wretchedness,   may  obtain  ; 
'  of  thee,  the  God  of  all  mercy,  perfect  remission  and 

*  forgiveness,  through  Jesus  Christ.'* 

While  we  preach  repentance,  we  would  pray  to  ! 
God,  that  he  may  bestow  on  you  the  invaluable  gift  7 
of  repentance  unto  life  :  and  you  should  pray  in  be^*  \ 
half  of  yourselves  and  each  other,  for  the  same  Ueas-  f 
ings.  For  both  true  repentance  and  living  &ith  sprmgf  ^ 
up  in  that  heart,  and  that  alone,  which  is  ^  quicken^^  -h 

*  ed  from  the  death  of  sin  unto  the  life  of  righteous^. 

*  ness. ' 

n.  We  consider  the  nature  and  effects  of  repentancft^ 
unto  life. 

Many  distinctions  on  this  subject  have  been  made  - 
by  divines,  which  have  often  tended  to  perplex,  rather  , 
^an  satisfy)  anxious  enquirers.    Doubtless,  some  ex^' 
ercises  of  the  mind,  have  the  semblance  of  repentanoCf - 
which  are  not  genuine.  When,  for  instance,  a  man  hn^' 
made  a  bargain,  and  it  turns  out  worse  than  he  expect 
ted,  he  is  sorry  that  he  made  it ;  but  he  is  not  hum-r 
bled  under  a  sense  of  criminality.  And  when  a  sinned 
finds  that  his   sinful  pursuits  are  likely  to  cost  hiitf 
much  dearer  than  he  imagined;  having discoverec^ 
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lliat  the  divine  law  is  very  strict,  and  its  sentence  very 
dreadful :  he  may  be  greatly  alarmed  and  distressed 
about  the  consequences,  and  secretly  quarrel  with  th^ 
eommandand  the  sanction ;  and  yet  have  no  genuine 
iqientance ;  nay,  he  may  be  in  a  state  of  heart  dia- 
jKtricaUy  opposite  to  it 

Repentance,  according  to  the  ScriptliTe,  may  be 

i|itfcd  to  begin,  or  to  be  ^  introduced,  by  considera^ 

\jtjm  ■•**  Thussaith  the  Lord,  consider  your  ways.'' 

"  -—Because  he  considereth,  and  tumeth  away  from 

^  aD  his  transgressions ;  he  shall  surely  live  and  not 

Look  into  the  world  around  you,  my  btethrien ; 

iiprvey  the  lives  of  mankind  in  general.    What  total 

itioi)  must  we  observe,  and  how  litde  dd 

think  of  the  wrath  of  God,  of  the  day  of  judg^ 

tteat^  or  the  rule  prescribed  for  their  conduct !  tloW 

nde  do  they  reflect  on  their  relations  and  obligations 

to  the  great  Creator   and  Judge  of  the  world  I 
fiiow  little  do  they  attend  even  to  their  o^n  thoughts, 

Words,  and  actions !  How  very  little  to  the  tnotives 

fcom  which  they  act !    The  greatest  number  live  in  a 

perpetual  hurry  either  of  business  or  of  pleasing,  or  of 

boch  in  succession.  Among  the  superior  classes  fespe- 

ddy,  there  is  a  regular  system  of  banishing  cdnside- 

I  nifibn.    All  dissipation,  whether  of  a  more  publick^ 

or  retired  nature,  not  only  tetidsj  but  is  intended^  to 

.dd&yer  men  from  the  uneasiness  of  solitude  and  seri* 

Qds  reflection  ;  and  the  desire  of  this  deliveratice  is 

flie  source  whence  vast  multitudes  derive  abundant 


^  Ezek.  xviii.  28. 
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gaifis  !  In  devising  amusement,  with  tolerable  inge- 
nuity,  they  cannot  fail  of  obtaining  an  ample  com- 
pensation. 

Tbus  the  prodigal  son  is  represented  as  devoid  dT^ 
consideration,  ^'  when  wasting  his  substance  in  ridt*.^ 
•*  ous  living."  But  at  length,  "  He  came  to  himself."  "^ 
He  began  to  reflect  on  the  past,  oiT  the  p'-esent,  and 
on  his  future  prospects.     ^^  Awake  thou  that  sleepest^ 
^^  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shaU  give 
"  thee  light." 

When  the  careless,  sinner  thus  "  comes  to  him- 
"  self,"  he  considers  what  he  has  been  doing;  where 
he  now  is  ;  whither  he  is  going  ;  and  what  is  likely 
to  befal  him.  He  now  examines  his  thoughts,  his 
words,  and  his  actions  ;  he  studies  the  rule  which 
God  hath  prescribed;  and  compares  his  past  and  pre« 
sent  conduct  with  it,  both  in  respect  of  what  he  has 
done,  and  what  he  has  neglected  to  do ;  estimating 
also  bis  advantages,  and  the  uses  which  he  has  made 
of  ihcm.  And,  as  he  does  this,  with  the  great  day  of 
account  and  rijjhteous  retribution  beforie  his  eyes; 
he  tilso  begs  of  God  to  search  and  prove  him,  that 
he  may  now  judge  himself,  and  not  at  last  be  finaUy 
condemned,  to  ha\'e  his  doom  with  the  impenitent 
and  unbelieving. 

Consideration  will  soon  make  way  for  conviction^ 
increasing  conviction,  both  of  criminality  in  conduct, 
and  depravity  of  heart ;  and  this,  even  in  respect  of 
those  persons  who  have  been  more  decent  and  amia- 
ble than  many  others.  '*  I  was,"  says  the  apostle, 
**  alive  without  the  law  once."  While  he  had  estima- 
ted his  own  character,  according  to  the  notions  and 
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tFaditions  of  the  Pharisees,  who  only  regarded  the 
outward  conduct ;  he  thought  his  life  good,  his  heart 
good,  his  state  good.  But  during  his  three  days  soli- 
tary  fasting  and  praying  at  Damascus,  he  had  abun- 
dant opportunity  for  consideration :  and  "  the  com - 
"  mandment,"  "  the  holy,  just,  and  good  law,"  came 
nith  power  and  conviction  to  his  conscience;  and 
then,  "  sin  revived  and  he  died."  He  became  deeply 
sensible,  by  viewing  himself  in  this  glass,  that  his 
life,  his  heart,  his  state  were  deplorably  bad :  and 
thi3  prepaVed  the  way  for  his  undcrstancUng  and  be- 
ficving  the  gospcK 

The  convinced  sinner  hears  ."  the  wrath  of  God 
**  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and 
*•  onrighteousness  of  men  ;^'  and,  instead  of  his  pre- 
vibus  &vourable  opinion  of  himself,  he  is  ready  to 
idopt  the  Psalmist's  words,  '^  Who  can  understand 
"  his  errors  ?  Cleanse  thou  me  from  my  secret  sins." 
"  My  sins  are  more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of  my 
"  bead ;  my  heart  failcth  me."  When  one»  who  was 
before  careless  and  inconbidcratc,  is  thus  led  to  make 
this  awful  review,  with  the  law  of  God  open  before 
him,  and  the  judgment -scat  in  full  prospect,  he  then 
judges  himself,  not  only  concerning  gross  crimes  and 
immordlities  ;  but  he  discovers  in  his  whole  conduct, 
We  ingratitude  to  God  and  contemptuous  forgetfuK 
ittess  of  him  ;  idolatrous  love  of  worldly  objects  ;  ta- 
[felts  entrusted  and  abused  ;  time  and  life  wasted, 
worse  than  wasted ;  mischief,  irretrievable  mis- 

iief,  done  in  various  ways  by.  his  example  and  iiillu- 
:e.  Whether  he  looks  back  upon  his  life  pabt,  or 
■aids  the  future  reckoning ;  whether  be  looks  into 
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his  heart,  or  unto  his  God,  he  is  amazed  to  think  of 
his  sins,  and  all  the  aggravations  of  them ;  he  conti- 
nually discovers  evil  where  he  before  suspected  none^ 
nay,  cyen  pi  the  virtues  on  which  he  prided  l^msdf ; 
1^  daily  weighs  himself  in  the  balanccji  and  is  ^ways 
fi^und  wanting:  his  best  acticms  are  defective;  his 
^^t^yes  fu^  (x>rrupt|  at  least,  in  part ;  and  the  more 
he  fityd^es  t|)e  rule,  the  fuller  is  his  coQvictkm^  that  if 
judged  according  to  it  he  must  be  condemned. — He 
no^  fee^s  the  propriety  of  tl^e  apostle's  words  ''  I 
<^  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law  :*'  "  for  by  the 
^*  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin.**  And  whatever  was 
}iis  former  character  among  men,  he  adopts  from  his 
heart  the  publican's;  prayer,  *^  God  be  merciful  to 
^^  me,  a  sinner !'' 

These  convictions  cannot  be  separated  irom  feaft 
sorrow,  and  remorse :  but  if  genuine,  and  produced  by 
^e  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  will  always 
be  accompanied  by  a  measure  of  hope  in  the  mercy 
pf  God, 

We  may  therefore  state  the  next  step  in  true  repent- 
ance to  be  submission.  "  Submit  yourselves  to  God.'* 
— We  should  not  think  that  a  disobedient  child  was 
really  penitent,  unless  he  submitted.  The  stubborn 
heart  of  man  stands  out  against  God,  and  perseveres 
both  in  excusing  sin,  and  in  repeating  the  offence. 
The  stout-hearted  will  neither  own  his  guilt,  nor  ac- 
knowledge the  justice  of  the  sentence  denounced 
against  him  :  he  is  averse  to  be  either  taught  or  ruled 
by  the  Lord.  Self-will,  self-wisdom,  and  self-righ- 
teous pride,  unite  in  opposiiion  to  unreserved  sub- 
mission ;  and  these  principles  of  proud  rebellion  pf* 
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ten  maintain  much  influence  even  under  deep  and  dis« 
titssing  terrors  and  convictions. 

But  he,  who  is  brought  to  real  repentance,  unre^^ 
servedly  submits  to  God,  and  is  willing  both  to  be 
liug^t  and  ruled  by  him.  *^  Other  lords,"  says  he, 
*^  have  had  dominion  over  me ;  but  by  thee  only  will 
^  I  make  mention  of  thy  name."  He  especially  be- 
comes  willing  to  be  saved  in  any  way,  which  the  word 
of  God  prescribes.  "  Lord,"  says  he,  "  what 
^'  wouldst  thou  have  have  me  to  do  ?"  He  submits  to 
die  righteousness  of  God  ;  he  owns  that  he  is  a  sin« 
aer,  deserving  condemnation,  and  unable  to  save 
kioisdf ;  and  thus,  a  preparation  is  made,  by  apenu 
toa  siate  of  hearty  for  his  understanding  the  gospel, 
Vid  most  cordially  embracing  it.  For,  he  now  seeks 
BKrcy  as  mercy  ;  he  comes  in  the  way  which  God 
htt  opened,  as  far  as  he  understands  it ;  and  when  it 
h  explained  to  him  more  fully,  it  exactly  answers  all 
the  desires  of  his  heart.  This  indeed  forms  the  con- 
nexion  between  true  repentance  and  living  faith.  Eve- 
ry one  who  repents,  pleads  guilty,  prays  to  be  taught 
the  way  of  salvation,  welcomes  the  gospel,  and  thus 
bms  to  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,"  to  love 
the  Saviour,  and  to  devote  himself  to  his  service. 
L  .-1  Humiliation  before  G  o  d  ,  is  indeed  implied  under  the 
fam  submission.  It  may,  however,  be  advantageous- 
ly considered  as  a  distinct  exercise  of  the  penitent 
-.-ffefft  How  different  were  the  views,  in  this  respect, 
rJil^h  St.  Paul  had  of  his  own  character,  when  he 
-'^:^Wosidered  himself  as  *'  the  chief  of  sinners ;"  as  *'  less 
*than  the  least  of  all  saints,"  and  not  *'  meet  to  be 
^called  an  apostle,"  to  those  which  he  had  entertain-: 
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ed  when  he  w^as  a  self-sufficient  and  self-wise  Phari- 
see !  Holy  Job,  when  brought  to  a  right  state  of  hearty 
«<  abhorred  himself,  and  repented  in  dust  and  ashes." 
Few,  I  apprehend,  will  expressly  say,  that  they  are 
far  better  cliaracters  than  Job  was :  yet  how  few  can 
^ncerely  use  his  language! — *' Then,"  saith  Gon, 
'*  ye  shall  loathe  yourselves  in  your  own  sight'* 

This  humiliation  makes  way  for  ingenuous  coofes* 
sion — "  He  who  covers  his  sin  shall  not  prosper;  but 
he  that  confesses  and  forsakes  it,  shall  obtain  mercy." 
-^— ^*  If  we  say,  that  wc  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  our- 
^<  selves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us ;  but  if  we  confess 
^*  ouf  sins,  God  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our 
**  sins.*' — Thus  David,  while  he  kept  silence,  van    - 
deeply  distressed ;  but  at  last,  he  said,  *^  I  will  coa« 
^^  fess  my  sins  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  so,"  he  a4d%     ^ 
**  thou  forgavest  the  iniquity  of  my  sin.'*   And  thui 
the  returning  prodigal,  without  attempting  a  pallia* 
tir^n  of  his  crimes,  says,   ''  Father,  I  have  sinoe^ 
^^  against  heaven,  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  mofC  ~ 
*'  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.*' 

This  union  of  submission  and  humiliation  formSf  I 
apprehend,  what  the  Scripture  calls  the  broken  tffi 
contrite  hearts    "  The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  brobdl 
**  spirit :  a  broken  and  contrite  heart,  O  God,  tb*- 
**  wilt  not  despise/' — "  Thus  saith  the  high  and  l(rf^  - 
"  One,  who  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose  name  b  HcJJffr 
"  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place ;  with  him  abj^^ 
**  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  spirit,  to  revive  ill 
**  spirit  of  tlie  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  I 
**  contrite  ones.'* — *^  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spii 
5*  lor  their's  is  die  kingdom  of  heaven."  Pride,  st* 
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bomncss,  self-will,  and  an  independent  self-confident 
^irit,  are  the  opposites  to  this  contrite  heart :  but 
when  submission  and  humiliation  take  place ;  the  sin- 
ncr  feels  himself  a  child  who  needs  teaching,  a  crimi- 
nal in  want  of  pardon,  a  leper  that  desires  and  longs 
to  be  cleansed,  a  prisoner  panting  for  liberty.  These 
blessings,  and  all  others,  are  set  before  him  in  the 
gospel:  he  asks  and  receives.  ^^  Lord  Jesus!  save 
"  mc,.  I  perisli." — Now  hear  the  words  of  God:  "To 
"  this  man  will  I  look,  to  him  that  is  poor,  and  is  of  a 
"  contrite  spirit,  and  who  trembleth  at  my  word." 

You  will  no  doubt  allow,  that  if  we  abfhor  our- 
selves  because' we  have  sinned,  we  must  Iiateshi ;  and 
if  we  abhor  siH,  as  transgression  of  the  law  of  God, 
we  must  love  and  approve  of  that  law.  If  we  hate  sin, 
'wc  love  its  opposite,  even  holiness  :  and  if  we  love 
hbliness,  we  must  love  the  holy  perfections  of  God, 
Ae  holy  character  of  Christ,  the  holiness  of  his  dis- 
cif^es,  his  truths,  his  ordinances,  and  whatever  has 
his  stamp  upon  it.  With  these  views  and  these  affec* 
tions,  how  can  we  do  otherwise  than  admire  the  plan 
of  redemption,  as  far  as  we  understand  it?  seeing  it  is 
the  grandest  display  of  the  divine  holiness,  and  of  tlic 
evil  and  desert  of  sin,  which  ever  was  made,  or  shall 
be  made,  connected  with  the  most  endearing  view  im- 
f^nableofthe  love  and  mercy  of  God  to  sinners^ 
WiA  these  things  in  our  minds,  we  cannot  fail  to  pef- 
ceive  the  force  of  St.  Paul's  important  question, 
**  How  shall  we,  who  are  dead  to  sin,  live  any  longer 
*•  therein  ?"  If  repentance  includes  conviction  of  cri- 
nnnali^  and  depravity,  submission  to  God,  hum  ilia - 
^^a^  hatred  of  sin  and  of  ourselves  for  sin,  and  love  to 
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holiness  and  to  every  thing  holy ;  can  such  a  revolu^ 
tion  in  our  judgment  and  heart  fail  of  producing  a 
change  of  conduct? — Will  a  man  live  any  longer  in  - 
that  which  he  abhors,  and  habitually  seek  pleasure  iii  • 
what  he  l)ates?  Impossible! — As  soon  might  each.  ' 
animal  leave  its  proper  element,  and  seek.sati^action 
in  that  which  would  prove  fatal  to  it. 

True  repentance  then,  consisting  in  newness  of 
heart,  must  and  will  be  shewn  in  newness  of  life. — 
A  true  penitent  indeed,  being  still  very  imperfect,  and 
surrounded  with  temptations,  may  be  betrayed  into 
sin :  but  he  cannot  sin  habitually,  or,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  upon  plan  and  system. — This  forms  a  grand 
discrimination  between  tluc  real  christian  and  the  hy- 
pocrite. The  true  christian  in  this  sense,  "  cannot 
*'  commit  sin,  for  his  seed  rcmaineth  in  him  ;  and  he 
*•  cannot  sin,  because  he  is  bom  of  God.**  But  a  hypo- 
crite pleads  the  examples  of  imperfection,  or  the  deep- 
ly-lamented sins,  of  real  believers,  especially  those 
which  stand  recorded  in  Scripture,  as  an  excuse  for 
habitual,  allowed,  and  unrepented  transgression ;  and 
as  a  reason  for  thinking  himself,  and  expecting  to  be 
thought  by  others,  a  sound  character. 

But  now  let  me  ask  you,  can  any  one  hate  sin  and 
abhor  himself  for  sin  ;  can  he  love  God  and  love  his 
neighbour ;  and  yet  keep  possession  of  that  property^ 
which,  previously  to  repentance,  he  had  iniquitously 
acquired  ? — Surely,  if  he  has  the  power  and  the  op- 
portunity of  making  restitution,  and  hates  the  works 
of  sin,  he  will  abhor  its  wages  likewise.  He  will  ne- 
ver consent  to  pcrjK^tuate  the  injustice  of  which  he  re- 
gUy  repents  :  but  will  certainly  make  full  restitution, 


Wbde  he  can,  whatever  self-denial  it  may  impose.  In 
nombeiiess  instances  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  knoW| 
in  what  particulars,  and  to  what  persons,  this  restitu-^ 
tion  is  due ;  but  the  poor,  especially  the  pow  of 
Christ's  flock,  we  have  always  with  us :  and  heiCt 
if  Afficulties  arite,  the  conscientious  penitent  will  not 
cnly  bestow,  what  he  is  conscious  is  not  fUs  own,  md 
jet  knows  not  to  whom  to  restore  it ;  but  even  add 
ftrmoreto  it,  if  in  his  power. 

The  apostle,  however,  addresses  some,  whom  he 
supposes  unable  to  make  restitution :  and  his  Ian* 
gitage  b  well  worthy  our  attention.  *^  Let  him  that 
^*  stofey  steal  no  more :  but  rather  let  him  labour^ 
*<  working  with  his  hands  the  thing  that  is  good,  that 
y  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth."  Mark 
die  reason :  not  only  that  he  may  honestly  support 
himself  and  his  family :  but  also,  *^  that  he  may  have 
**  to  give  to  him  that  needeth ;"  thus  gradually  ma* 
king  amends  to  man  for  injuries  done  to  man ;  though 
be  can  make  no  compensation  to  his  offended  God* 
Here  *'  he  hath  nottung  to  pay^**  and  begs  a  free  for« 


In  a  variety  of  ways  the  tnit  penitent,  during  hh 

daily  self-examination,   will  discover  instances,  in 

whk:h  be  has  injured  others  perhaps  in  their  charac* 

tor,  or  their  principles,  by  his  conversation,  or  his  ex« 

ampk :  and  he  wiU  here  too  endeavour  to  oounteractt 

or  make  amends  for,  his  misconduct,-  by  any  means 

n  hb  power,  hoinsper  humiliating  and  self<*den3ring; 

ind  especially  b/henceforth  setting  a  good  ezamplr^ 

and  trying  to  *'  do  good  to  all  men,  and  especially  t9 

*'  die  household  of  fiuth." 
Vol.  II.  U 
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To  these  general  outlines  of  the  nature  and  effecl 
of  true  repentance,  it  may  be  proper  to  add  somethiD 
more  particular^  as  it  rehtes  to  the  state  and  inwai 
ieelings  of  the  heart  It  must  be  obvious  to  those  wb 
duly  consider  the  subjects  that  the  repentance  aboi 
described  will  be  attended  with  great  tenderness  < 
conscience,  fear  of  temptation,  jealousy  of  a  man 
own  heart,  and  dread  of  being  deceived.  Fot  it  aria 
from  a  conviction!  that  '^  the  heart  is  deceitful  aboi 
*^  'all  tUngs  and  desperately  wicked  " 

If  then,  thou  art  a  true  penitent,  and  there  be  an 
wi  to  which  thou  hast  been  formerly  addicted  moi 
than  to  others:  here  thou  wilt  keep  the  strictc 
watch ;  all  temptations  to  this  evil  thou  wilt  most  cai 
tiously  shun ;  against  it  thou  wilt  most  frequently  an 
earnestly  pray;  and  though  thou  majrest  often  fei 
trouble  and  alamr  from  it ;  yet  it  will  henceforth  b 
more  opposed,  dreaded,  and  hated,  than  any  olbe 
sin.  'Z* 

This  tenderness  of  conscience,  and  hatred  of  sk 
(the  heart  of  flesh  which  God  hath  given  instead  il 
the  heart  of  stone  ;)  disposes  a  man  to  condemn  hifl 
self  in  many  things,  in  which  he  once  saw  no  harm 
He  now  loves  the  holy  rule  of  the  divine  law ;  i 
loves  holiness  md  hates  sin,  every  kind  of  sin :  and,  i 
a  person  of  delicate  cleanliness  is  disgusted  by  the  kd 
speck  of  dirt ;  so  the  true  penitent  is  more  pained  t| 
•an  unguarded  word,  or  an  angry  temper,  than  otfafli^ 
are,  or  than  he  himself  used  to  be,  by  habitual  ungdl 
liness,  not  to  say  acts  of  direct  immorality.  4 

<<  Herein,"  says  the  great  champion  for  the  dtfi 
trines  of  grace,  "  Herem  do  I  exercise  m}*scU;^ 
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» 
t  coittci^poe  void  of  qfaiM  toiwdB  Gowmi 

'»  '<He  deligiitsd  in  the  few  of  Ck»o^»  wUU 

xNil :  yet  he  could  not  but  Me  «id  fisd  that  he 

attained  full  confixrmitjr  toit ).  heiadaBoned  the 

i  of  hotinesa,  but  he  could  ML  comt  tap  tfo^Mf 

ateraaed  lumaelf  daify  in  «iiqing.at  ihaartr  and 

sonfimnitjr.  Attheaatne  time  finding  dm  he 

net  do  the  diing  tint  he  would  ;»*  but  that  «HN 
taw  within  him  warred  egamat  tbeimr'Of  Ui 

r*' he  groaned  and  compbenedy  imder  ^coiw 

ire  than  under  all  hia  pcraecutiopa  and^pftr; 

Oh  wretched  man  that  lav,'*  aayavhOi^  who 

dver  me?'^ — Losdi  IJopetiqr  fanrri  hatem 

grief  and  burden;  yet  itdwtUa  aod  woricvmth^ 

>gracioua  Loan,  whea.wilt1hou^ellvc^mBrV 

ia  the  ncceaaary  eflfect  of  genuberqifiijlanwt 

uperfixt  state :  diwatiaftctioii  with  omtklMWj 

t  the  consequence  of  hatred  of  wi,  and  hmti^ 

>efore  God.  The  deeper  the  repentance,  the 

itire  the  hatred  of  sin ;  the  keener  the  eye  of 

d  in  detecting  it,  and  the  conscience  in  con* 

g;  it,  the  greater  will  be  our  self-dispiacency; 

lat  daily  improves  in  spiritual  discernment,  in 

¥kdge  of  God  and  of  himself,  in  acquaintance 

I  holy  law  and  its  spiritual  requirements,  in 

[jroD  and  holiness,  and  in  tenderness  of  con* 

is  indeed  more  holy  than  before,  but  he  ia  aU 

I  humble :  for  humility  ia  a  principal -part  of 

.  So  &r  therefore  from  being  better  pkased 

.own  character  and  attainmentSi  he  wiU  be 

nd  more  abased  before  God  ;  and  it  is  ver^ 

if  his  judgment  be  not  exactly  formed  by 


Ok 
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Ae  scripture,  he  may  be  often  ready  td  conclude  that 
he  cannot  be  a  trae  convert,  seeing  he  b  so  iar  ixoai 
that  holmess,  wluch  he  longs  after  and  admires. 

And  now,  let  me  ask  you,  my  friends,  whether 
this  was  not  the  nature  of  St  Paul's  progress,  from 
bis  state  of  proud  pharissusm,  to  his  highest  attainments 
in  evangelical  holiness?   Did  not  his  humiliQr  keq> 
pace  in  its  increase,  with  every  other  improvement  ia 
his  character?  Assure  yourselves  there  is  no  danger, 
lest  repentance,  either  in  its  nature  or  its  fiiiits,  should 
take  you  off  from  living  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  Goo  :  ^ 
ttnce  the  more  deeply  any  (me  repents,  and  the  great- 
er proficiency  he  makes  in  humility,  tenderness  of  j 
conscience,  and  hatred  of  sin ;  the  fuller  is  his  convio* 
tion,  that  ^'  his  own  righteousnesses  are  as  filthy  rags.'' 
Good  works  indeed,  as  *^  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,'*  d^  ^ 
tiot  deserve  this  degrading  name :  but,  as  they  ase ' 
ivrough(  by  us,  so  much  of  the  evil  of  our  fallen  itfk  - 
ture  mingles  with  them,  that  comparing  them  wkh 
the  perfect  standard  of  the  holy  law,  we  cannot  bat  - 
fed,  that  they  are  no  more  fit  to  justify  us  before  Godi  _ 
ihan  filthy  rags  would  be  for  our  attire,  when  calkd ' 
on  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  an  earthly  prince,  ft 
is  only  impenitent  pride  that  induces  men  to  attempt: 
establislung  their  own  righteousness :  and  the  moife 
cntirdgMhb  is  crushed,  the  more  fully  will  the  sino^ 
enter  into  the  apostle's  meaning.  ^*  I  count  all  tbifljp^ 
**  but  loss,  that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  be  found ii^ 
^*  him;  not  having  mine  own  righteousness,  whidii^ 
^*  of  the  law,  but  the  righteousness  which  is  of  Go  V 
««  by  faith.**  And  didany  of  us  fed  as  deep  repentant* 
imd  had  we  inftde  as  high,  attainments  in  hoUness, 
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the  apostle,  we  should  then  more  resemble  him  in  the 
smplkuty  <^ cm*  dependence  on  Christ.;  and  with 
turn  more  fi^elingly  say,  ^*  The  life  that  I  live  in  the 
^'flesh,  Iliveby  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
^'  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me. '' 

U  is  wdl  known,  that  a  proud  man  is  not  easily 
made  sensttde  of  his  obligations,  even  when  great  ba^ 
aefits  are  conferred  on  him ;  but  the  humble  think 
mnGli^  of  every  kindness,  and  are  thus  disposed  to  be 
gntcfiily  and  to  commend  and  look  up  to  their  bene* 
Actors.  Is  not  then  the  humble  penitent  pecuUarly 
prepsred,  fin*  receiving  with  lively  gratitude  the  bleas- 
ings  of  salvation?  Will  he  not,  as  be  becomes  more 
and  more  acquainted  with  the  person,  the  love,  the 
nSEerings,  and  the  grace  of  his  Redbeheb,  be  dis- 
poacd  more  and  more  to  admire,  odore,  and  praise 
Us  name  ?  Will  not  Imm  akuel  be  precious  to  lus 
heart,  and  glorious  in  his  eye's  ?  It  cannot  be  other- 
wise ;  and  hence,  love  of  Christ  will  keep  its  pro- 
portion with  humility  and  hatred  of  sin.  *'  The  love 
^>  of  Christ  constrains  us;  because  we  thus  judge, 
^'  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  ail  dead:  and 
<«  that  lie  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live,  should 
^'  live  no  longer  to  themselves,  but  to  tum  who  ^ed 
*'  iat  them,  and  rose  again.*'  Thus  the  humble  peni- 
tent is  the  most  astonished  at  the  Saviour's  love, 
when  he  sinks  the  deepest  in  self-abhorrence ;  and  the 
kmguage  of  his  heart  is,  *^  What  shall  I  render  to  the 
**  Lord,  for  all  his  benefits?"  Such  a  view  of  these 
subjects  served  to  form  the  character  of  apostles  and 
martyrs ;  this  must  form  missionaries,  ministers,  apd 
active  cfiristians ;  and  not  any  idea  of  merit,  any  dc- 
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grce  of  ^If-complacency,  or  any  mere  mercenaiy  aim 
at  I  e ward. 

And  now  consider,  my  brethren,  how  these  views 
and  afiections  towards  the  Redeemer  will  influence 
a  man  to  act  towards  his  fellow  christians.  He  can  dd  { 
nothing  to  add  to  the  glory  or  felicity  of  his  beloved 
Benefactor;  but  believers  are  acknowledged  by 
Chj^st  as  his  brethren  and  dear  relations.  When  die 
thankful  penitent,  therefore,  sees  one  whom  he  coiw 
siders  as  of  the  household  of  faith ;  he  not  only  consi^ 
ders  him  as  nearly  related  to  himself,  but  one  who 
bears  the  image  of  his  blessed  Saviour,  who  seeini 
thus  to  address  him  :  '^  Behold  my  mother,  my  ^ 
**  tcr,  my  brother :"  "  Forasmuch  as  ye  did  it  to  tbcs^ 
*^  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me."  He  cannot  there*' 
fore,  as  far  as  these  views  and  principles  prevail,  bof 
feel  a  cordial  love  for  real  christians,  and  take  pleasuie 
in  their  society :  he  must  be  interested  in  their  coD' 
cerns,  and  delight  in  being  kind  to  them.  "  Hercbf 
"  we  know,  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  lifet 
"  because  we  love  the  brethren." 

The  same  state  of  mind  will  excite  compassion  and 
benevolence  to  others.    Even  the  wicked  must  shait 
in  the  pity,  prayers,  and  good  offices  of  the  true  pcn-^ 
itent,  who  will  endeavour  to  bring  them  acquainted' 
with  tl)at  SAyiouR,  in  whom  are  all  his  hopes.  Lobk^ 
jng  to  his  cross,  seeing  how  he  loved  and  bled  for  bit 
enemies ;  tlie  christian's  resentment  against  pcrsecii*' 
tors  is  softened  into  compassion  :  knowing  and  fed'^* 
ing  his  own  need  of  forgiveness,  he  becomes  habita^ 
ally  disposed  to  forgive ;  and  thus  learns  to  follol'' 
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peace  with  all  men,  as  well  as  to  avoid  giving  need- 
less ofieuce  to  anv* 

m 

The  humility  and  tenderness  of  conscience,  indu- 
ced by  true  repentance,  teach  the  christian,  in  propov- 
don  as  they  prevail,  another  very  hard  lesson ;  name* 
\j^  ^^  in  honour  to  prefer  others  to  himself;  and  so  to 
^  do  nothing  from  strife  and  vain  glory."  And  of  how 
Buch  importance  this  is,  to  the  peace  of  the  church, 
Ac  community,  and  even  the  &mily,  every  one  mutt 
be  aware. 

■  As,  after  death  is  the  judgment,  and  to  be  accepted 
at  that  solemn  season  is  the  true  penitent's  grand  con« 
cera,  and  as  his  views  of  sin,  and  of  himself,  lead  him 
continually  to  look  to  Christ  who  was  bom  in  a  sta- 
ble, and  died  on  a  cross :  he  cannot  but  grow  more 
indiflferent  than  he  was,  or  than  others  are,  to  the  in- 
terests, disdnctions,  and  enjoyments  of  this  world ; 
and  about  the  frown  or  scorn  of  worldly  men.  ^^  God 
>'  forbid,  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our 
^<  Lord  Je^us  ;  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to 
**  me,  and  I  unto  the  world.** — This  not  only  pre- 
pares a  man  for  patience  and  perseverance  under  tri- 
als and  persecution ;  but  it  disposes  him  to  active, 
self-denying,  and  liberal  beneficence,  as  hv  as  he  lias 
opportunity  and  ability.  In  a  word,  there  is  not  a  sin- 
gle exercise  of  christian  affections  towards  God  or 
Christ,  our  brethren,  our  relatives,  neighbours;  or 
enemies,  in  which  a  truly  penitent  state  of  heart  hasi 
not  peculiar  influence.  In  doing,  or  in  suffering,  the^ 
will  of  God  ;  in  receiving  favours  and  commen- 
dations, or  in  sustaining  injuries  and  reproaches,  it 
leads  to  the  proper  temper  and  conduct :  it  puts  life 
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iiid  fervour  into  our  prayers,  praises,  thanksgiviftgl^ 
ud  eveiy  act  of  worship :  it  is  especially  the  ground 
requisite  to  form  an  acceptaUe  communicant  at  the 
Loan's  table :  forit  has  been  shewn,  that  rqpentance 
and  fiuth  are  inseparable  concomitants,  and  aid  each 
other's  exercise ;  that  repentance,  or  rather  the  Holt 
SPIRIT  by  means  of  repentance,  leads  the  soul  to 
Christ:  and  the  mqre  he  is  known,  trusted,  and  i 
loved ;  the  deeper  hatred  is  felt  against  sin,  and  the 
more  humbly  we  walk  with  God.    In  this  manner  I 
apprehend,  the  lively  christian's  character  is  constant- 
ly improved :  and  though,  in  heaven,  there  will  be 
none  of  the  shame,  sorrow,  and  alarm  here  common- 
ly attending  repentance ;  yet  the  penitent's  humiliQr 
and  hatred  of  sb  will  for  ever  unite  with  admiring 
love  of  the  Savioub,  while  he  sings,  ^^  Worthy  is 
^^  tfa!e  Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  hath  redeemed  us  td 
*^  God  with  his  blood.** 

And  now  ask  yourselves,  my  brethren  and  fellow* 
sinners,  whether  you  are  partakers  of  this  gracious 
dbposition  ?  Is  this  your  experience,  your  aim,  your 
view  of  yourselves,  of  sin,  and  of  Christ  and  his  sat* 
vation?  I  have  a  confidence,  that  if  it  be  so  with  you, 
I  may  glorify  God  on  your  behalf,  and  say,  "  Then 
^  hath  God  to  you  also  granted  repentance  unto  life.** 
"  There  is  joy  in  heaven,  among  the  angels  of  God 
*'  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth :"  these  blessed  spirits 
have  rejoiced  over  you,  and  do  rejoice  over  you ;  and 
though  you  perhaps  may  now  sow  in  tears ;  yet  you 
shall  at  length  rejoice  with  them  :  yea,  God  himself 
Vill  rejoice  over  you  to  do  you  good,  even  for  ever  and 
ever.  Therefore  lift  up  your  hands  that  hang  down  : 
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Jik  your  hearts  with  hope  and  gratitude ; .  and  prepare 
to  oommemorate  his  love,  who  loved  you,  and  gave 
himself  to  the  death  upon  the  cross  for  you,  and  being 
now  exalted  on  the  throne^  hath  bestowed  on  you  re- 
pentance unto  life ;  and  pray  always,  that  you  may  re- 
pent more,  and  believe  more,  and  bring  forth  more 
nd  more  the  genuine  fruits  of  repentance  and  faiths 
It  may,  however,  be  asked,  what  is  he  to  do  who 
eooe  thought  he  repented ^  but  amidst  the  business  and 
bustle  of  the  worlds  has  lost  his  convictions  and  seri- 
ousness ;  and  knows  not  to  which  company  he  be- 
kngSy  the  penitent  or  the  impenitent  ?  I  would  an* 
swer,  that  in  such  a  case,  no  stress  whatever  should 
be  laid  on  past  experience ;  all  must  be  begun  anew ; 
nd  such  a  person  must  come  as  a  sinner  to  Christ 
far  repentance  and  remission  of  sins,  and  all  the  bless- 
ii^  of  salvation,  even  as  if  he  had  now  for  the  first 
lime  heard  of  his  name. 

In  like  manner  so  fiur  as  doubts  prevail  in  any  one^ 
on  whatever  ground  it  may  be,  whether  he  have  re- 
pented or  not,  he  should  earnestly  beg  of  God  to 
grant  him  true  repentance ;  and  to  give  him  to  know 
that  his  repentance  is  sincere.  Whatever  tends  to  be- 
numb the  conscience,  to  veil  eternal  things  from  his 
view,  to  lessen  his  sense  of  the  evil  of  sin,  or  to  re- 
store him  to  impenitent  self-complacency  ;  he  ought 
by  all  means  carefully  to  avoid.  Let  such  a  man  shun 
the  busde  of  company :  let  him  retire  into  his  closet, 
redeem  time  for  reflection,  searcii  the  scriptures^  pour 
out  his  heart  in  prayer ;  and,  waiting  ou  the  Loro  in 
diiis  manner,  he  will  not  watt  in  vain. 
Vox*.  II.  X 
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Once  more,  permit  me  to  add  a  parting  word  t 
some  whom,  perhaps,  I  may  never  more  address ;  wh 
hear  the  word  of  God,  and  probably  profess  to  be 
lieve  it,  yet  nevertheless  are  conscious  that  they  liv 
without  repiebtatice,  or  fruits  meet  for  repentsmci 
Let  me  then  once  more  solemnly  testify,  that  if  yfM 
live  and  die  without  repentance,  even  without  this  re 
pentance  which  I  have  described;  without  submb 
sion  to  God,  humiliation  before  him,  renouncing  an 
hating  sin,  cordially  welcoming  salvation  by  Chris *: 
and  walking  in  newness  of  life ;  you  will  most  cei 
tainly  perish,  and  that  for  even  May  God  then,  of  hi 
abundant  mercy,  grant  unto  you  abo,  and  to  all  pre 
sent,  repentance  unto  life  eternal  I 
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Against  thee^  thee  only,  have  1  skmed. 


T 


HE  occanon,  on  which  tlus  Psalm  was  compo* 
nd,  b  well  known.  The  awful  fall  of  David,  and  the 
most  aggravated  crimes  which  he  committed,  have 
attracted  very  general  notice.  But  many  remember 
his  ans,  who  do  not  appear  properly  to  consider  his 
humiliation  and  deep  repentance. — ^Numbers^  on  this 
ground,  suppose  themselves  superior  characters,  be- 
cause they  are  exempted  from  such  flagrant  criminal- 
ity ;  though  there  are  no  evidences  that  they  possess 
any  positive  excellence.  And  not  a  few  disgrace  the 
rdigious  opinions  which  they  avow,  by  eyidefit  and 
habitual  misconduct :  yet  satisfy  their  own  conscien* 
oes,  and  expect  others  to  entertain  a  favourable  opi- 
nicm  of  them ;  as  the  best,  say  they,  have  their  faults, 
and  even  Ddvid  committed  adultery  and  murder! 
But  if  they  would  have  us  form  the  same  judgment 
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of  their  case,  as  Nathan  did  of  David's ;  they  must 
shew  the.same  spirit  of  deep  repentance  that  be  did 
A  renowned  monarch,  having  given  publick  scandal 
by  his  crimes,  composes  and  publishes  this  Psalmi 
and,  before  his  own  subjects  and  the  whole  world, 
gives  honour  to  God,  by  proclaiming  his  own  shamej  ^ 

This  Psalm  is  throughout  the  language  of  the  deep- 
est  contritipn ;  and  has  been,-  not  imprpperly,  calkdi 
f  The  portrait  of  a  penitent '    The  royal  l^sabniat'fe 
crimes  had  been  of  such  a  nature,  that  they  were  bod)  . 
deeply  injurious  to  mankind,  and  also  most  scandi? 
lous  m  the  eyes  of  the  world :  yet  his  views  of  tbeolH  « 
ligations  h<^  lay  under  to  God,  and  his  most  aggrava? 
ted  violation  of  theni,  seem  to  have  swallowed  up  eve- 
ry other  consideration.    All  else  ^  in  this  comparjisQQ  - 
appeared  trivial  in  his  eyes :  and  the  address  of  Nf 
than  to  him  shews  that,  in  this  respect,  his  judgmoit  ^ 
accorded  with  that  of  God  himself.    ^^  Thou  art  tlio 
**  man !  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  lanoifllr 
**  ed  thee  king  over  Israel,  and  I  delivered  thee  out 
^  of  the  hand  of  Saul ;  and  I  gave  thee  thy  inastei% 
^^  house,  and  thy  master's  wives  into  thy  bosom;  and 
^'  gave  thee  the  house  of  Israel  and  of  Judah :  and  V  , 
*^  that  had  been  too  litde,  I  would  moreover  have  giv* 
^<  en  thee  such  and  such  things.  Wherefore  then  hast 
*^  thou  despised  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  todi'  ^ 
^^  evil  in  his  sight?  Thou  hast  killed  Uriah  the  Hit-^ 
^^  tite  with  the  sword,  and  hast  takei|  his  wife  to  b^^ 
l[  thy  wife.— -Therefore  the  sword  shall  never  dtf 
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^  part  from  thine  house ;  because  thou  hast  despised 
**  me.*'' 

Observe,  my  friends,  the  prc^het  does  not  rest  the 
fvd^  of  the  charge,  brought  s^ainst  David,  on  the 
injury  done  to  men ;  but  on  the  ungrateful  contempt 
Aewn  to  Go  17,  and  to  his  iail^  and  ai|thority. 

The  prophet  adds,  *^  Howbeit  because  by  this  dee4 
^^  thou  hast  caused  the  effemies  of  the  Lord  to  bias- 
^  pheme ;  the  child  also  that  is  bom  unto  thee  shall 
^siicely  die.f"  Here  again  the  crime  of  David  is 
Iggravated,  by  the  dishonour  it  had  brought  on  the 
Bme  of  God,  through  the  blasphemie3  of  his  eqe^ 
nies» 

These  considerations  may  throw  light  on  the  words 
of  our  text,  ^'  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned.'' 
Tlie  wrong  done  to  man  by  our  offences  is  not  to  be 
Ofiaiooked,  or  thought  slightly  of :  but  our  attention 
must  not  be  so  confined  to  the  evil  of  them  iti  this  re- 
spect, as  to  interfere  with  a  sense  of  those  higher  obli- 
gitions  to  God  which  we  have  violated. — In  what  I 
have  further  to  offer  on  the  subject,  I  shall 

I.  Make  some  introductory  remarks.  ^ 

IL  Illustrate  the  emphatical  words  here  u§ed ; 
^'  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned." 

III.  Consider  the  evil  of  sin,  as  committed 
against  God,  and  as  violating  all  our  obligations 
to  him.  And 

IV.  Adduce  several  instances,  in  which  this 
doctrine  brings  those  in  deeply  guil^^,  who  other* 


•  3f  ftn.  liL  7-^10.  f  2  Sam.  sdi.  If 
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wise  would  scarcely  appear  guilty  at  all;  and 
thus  shew  how  it  cuts  up  by  the  very  roots  a  selt 
justifying  spirit. 

I.  I  proceed  to  make  some  introductory  remarks. 

In  general,  the  text  clearly  proves,  that  the  believ- 
ing penitent's  view  of  the  evil  of  his  sins,  is  propor- 
tioned to  the  degree,  in  which  he  considers  the  extent 
of  his  obligations  unto  God. 

i  In  the  present  age  and  nation,  systems  of  morality, 
and  discourses  on  moral  virtues,  have  almost  exclu- 
ded, not  only  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  but  even 
the  preceptive  part  of  Scripture :  though  they  fall 
vastly  below  the  high  standard  of  the  divine  law,  and 
are  destitute  of  its  sanctions ;  and  of  the  motives,  en- 
couragements, and  assistances  proposed  to  us  in  the 
gosjiel.  In  many  of  these  books  utUity  to  man  is 
n)ade  the  test  and  measure  of  virtue,  and  the  crim- 
inality of  vice  is  supposed  to  consist  in  the  injury 
done  to  our  fellow  creatures. 

And  this  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
and  ruinous  evils  of  the  day  :  as,  if  carried  to  its  evi- 
dent consequences,  it  would  supersede  the  whole  reli* 
gion  of  Christ,  and  in  fact  abrogate  the  Bible.  For 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  sacred  Oracles  address 
us  in  far  different  language.  The  first  and  great  com- 
mandment of  the  Law  is,  '^  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
^'  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  mind,  and  soul, 
"  and  strength.'*  The  first  requirement  of  the  Gospel 
is,  "  My  son,  give  me  thy  heart. '*  "  Repent  and  turn 
"  toGoD." — "Believe  in  the  Lord  JesusChrist." 
And  the  general  rules  laid  down  for  a  Christian's  con- 
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luct  arc  such  as  these,  "  Whether  therefore  ye  eat, 
^  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
"  of  God."  "  Whatsoever  ye  do,  in  word  or  in  deed, 
'^  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
"  With  good  will  dohig  service,  as  to  the  Lord,  and 
**  not  unto  men. " — 
No  doubt,  such  are  the  holy  commands  of  God, 
ad  the  way  in  which  we  are  required  to  glorify  him^ 
iht  the  more  exactly  we  fulfil  these  superior  obliga- 
tioos,  the  greater  benefit  we  shall  eventually  render  to 
■mkind :  but  to  reverse  the  order  of  Scripture,  is 
"taming  diings  upside  down"*  and  placing  the  glo- 
7  of  the  great  God  below  the  petty  interests  of  sinful 
Ml ! — Certainly  we  ought  to  do  good  to  man  for  the 
Lord's  sake ;  and  not  to  glorify  God  for  the  sake  of 


But  it  will  soon  appear,  that  these  anti«scriptural 
riem  in  great  measure  supersede  the  necessity  of  the 
Gospel;  and  by  feeding  self-complacency,  and  the 
pride  of  virtue,  have  had  a  powerful  effect,  in  produ- 
QDgthat  disregard  to  evangelical  principles,  which 
fcnns  in  many  places  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
igc.  "  If  righteousness  come  by  the  law;  then  Christ 
"  died  in  vain ;"  and  he,  who  feels  no  need  of  his  sal- 
vation, is  already  prepared,  not  only  to  neglect,  but  to- 
irfect  and  oppose  the  Gospel. 

There  is  in  the  natural  consciences  of  men  a  far  great- 
Br  susceptibility  of  conviction  and  guilt,  in  what  re- 
ntes to  their  conduct  towards  each  other,  than  in  re- 
Ipect  to  their  behaviour  towards  God.  For,  too  com- 
■  1 1  ■       *i  I.       I   ■  '  '■       ■  ■ '  * 

•  Is,  xxix.  15. 
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monly  *^  God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts.'^  And,  be    | 
sides  this ;  the  sense  of  the  injury,  done  to  society  bf   .; 
several  crimes,  associates  itself  with  all  the  ideas  oo   j 
these  subjects^  which  we  receive  from  education,  stu*  ; 
dy,  and  conversation :  because  the  sentiment  junevails  ; 
in  the  world.  Men  generally  cry  shame  of  those  who  ; 
grossly  violate  their  obligations  to  their  neighbours ; 
and  consider  them  as  unfit  for  society :  but  they  are   , 
not  thus  affected  by  the  conduct  of  those^  who  tamlk 
atrociously  and  habitually  disregard  the  authority,  and 
are  ungrateful  for  the  goodness,  of  Gon.  Hence  it  ht* 
comes  natural  for  us  to  connect  the  idea  of  criminali^' 
with  all  actions  of  the  former  kind,  but  not  with  thoaoi 
of  the  latter.  .. 

This  indeed  forms  one  ground  of  the  opp(KNali(% 
which  is  every  where  excited  against  the  doctrines^ 
the  Gospel.  Men  arc  used  to  judge  themselves  and: 
their  own  characters,  as  they  stand  related  to  one  aiuK 
ther,  and  according  to  the  rules  and  maxims  establid^k 
ed  in  their  circle  of  society.-*-"  Weighed  in  this  ba*- 
**  lance,  they  are  not  found  %vanting."  With  a  lit4^. 
aid  from  self-flattery^  they  conclude,  that  they 
did  harm  to  any  one,  that  their  hearts  are  good, 
their  lives  good ;  and  are  therefore  disposed  to 
offence,  when  addressed  as  sinners  needing  salvalioojji 
and  eagerly  to  dispute  against  the  doctrine  of  jusUfiG|!|||i 
tion  by  faith  alone,  as  well  as  ag^nst  many 
truths  of  Christianity.  Indeed  it  might  be  conceded 
some  among  them,  that  if  they  had  only  to  do 
their  fellow-creatures,  and  with  the  interests  of 
in  this  present  world,  their  pleas  would  at  least 
plausible.  But  if  such  persons  would  consider  tb 
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ibiigations  to  God,  and  call  themselves  to  account, 

low  far  they  have  or  have  not  fulfilled  them ;  if  they 

irere  disiH>sed  to  condemn  themselves  for  all  that  his 

rord  condemns;  **  Weighed  in  this  balance  tliey  must 

^certainly  be  found  wanting;*'  and  would  soon  be 

cd  to  cry  out,  ^*  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner!'^ 

And  then,  every  part  of  Christianity  would  gradually 

open  to  their  view,  as  most  needful,  most  gracious, 

test  suitable,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptotion. 

'  The  young  map,  who  respectfully  addressed  our 

LotD,  and  enquired  '*  What  he  must  do  to  inherit 

"•eternal  life;''  having  over-looked  the  first  table  of 

Aelaw,  and  interpreted  the  several  precepts  of  the 

voQod  as  a  mere  moralist  would  do,  without  heatfl- 

liaD  replied,  "  All  these  have  I  kept  from  my  }'outh." 

tct  the  eveiit  shewed  that  he  loved  his  riches  better 

tin  the  Go  d  who  made  him. 

When  our  Lord,  speaking  to  a  lawyer,  who  ask- 
ed the  same  question,  enquired  of  him  **  What  is 
•* written  in  the  law?  How  readest  thou?"  He  re- 
ffied  b}'  quoting  the  two  great  commandments.  And 
our  Lord  said,  "  Thou  hast  answered  right ;  this  do 
*and  thou  shalt  live."    But  "  be,  willing  to  Justify 
^Umself^  said  unto  Jesus,   and  who  is  my  neigh- 
*  fccmr  ?"  He  seemed  not  conscious  of  having  viola- 
ted his  obligations  to  God,  and  so  made  no  enquiry 
ifAout  the  first  and  great  commandment ;  but  desiring 
^jtistijy  himself]  he  appears  to  ask  for  a  limitation  of 
lie  too  extensive  meaning  of  the  second,  wijlhout 
Ifeidch  he  could  not  possibly  accomplish  his  object. 
P  This  being  the  case  with  men  in  general,  it  cdnnot 

il  be  wofiderfuT,  thdt  even  serious  enqiurais  after 
YgL.   II.  Y 
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salvation  are  for  a  time  in  some  measure  embarrassed 
by  the  same  mistake ;  and  find  it  very  difficult  to  judge 
of  their  conduct  accor<Uog  to  the  rules  of  Scripture, 
and  with  respect  to  their  relations  and  obligations  to 
the  Almighty ;  and  still  nK)re  so,  to  be  aflfected  with 
a  humbling  sense  of  guilt  on  this  account,  answera* 
ble  to  the  views  and  feelings  which  they  hear  descri- 
bed  by  those  who  preach  the  Gospel  to  them. 

Indeed,  it  is  probable^  that  conviction  of  sin,  at 
first,  ^Hunmonly  arises  from  a  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing acted  in  certain  instances  contrary  to  our  views  of 
moral  obligation ;  rather  than  from  an  accurate  com-  - 
parison  of  our  whole  conduct  and  the  state  of  our  hearts, 
with  the  law  of  God  and  our  obligations  to  him.  But 
afterwards,  deeper  reflection  and  further  enquiry  pro-, 
duce  a  sense  of  guilt,  in  those  thoughts,  words,  and 
actions,  which  once  were  considered  as  entirely  in- 
xxocent. 

The  intention  of  these  remarks,  my  brethren^  is  to 
impress  your  minds  with  the  immense  impcntance  of 
the  subject  before  us ;  for,  the  want  of  duly  under* 
standing  or  adverting  to  it,  often  keeps  serious  per* 
sons  long  in  a  state  of  hesitation  as  to  the  doctrines  oP* 
the  Gospel,  and  exposes  them  to  great  danger  froift^ 
the  artifices  of  those  who  continually  arc  starting 
jections  against  the  truths 

Indeed,  even  true  and  established  Christiana 
seldom  so  deeply  afiected  with  a  sense  of  guilt,  w! 
betrayed  into  such  sinful  inclinations,  or  actions, 
appear  insulated  from  all  connexion  with  men, 
never  likely  to  injure  any  one,  or  to  be  known  exo 
to  tbc  omoiscient  GO0  idooe^  as  they  do  ibr  thiar 
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evils,  which  £ill  under  human  observation^  interfere 
with  the  comfort  or  interest  of  others,  and  incdr  their 
censure. 

But  in  prqxntion  to  the  d^;pee  in  which  this  errO- 
oeous  judgment  influences  us,  it  must  unquestionably 
militate  against  the  exercise  of  genuine  repentance, 
humility,  and  simple  &ith  in  the  mercy  of  Goo, 
and  the  merits  of  Christ  :  it  must  prevent  that  ad- 
miring, adoring  love  of  the  divine  Redeemer,  who 
shed  his  blood  on  the  cross  as  an  atonement  for  our 
sins ;  and  that  glowing  ardour  of  affection  for  him, 
which  was  the  grand  peculiarity  of  the  primitive 
Christians,  and  their  all  powerful  motive  to  self- 
denying  labours  and  suiFerings  for  his  sake.  Thb, 
ve  every  where  meet  with  in  their  writii^ ;  alas, 
Jk>w  different  from  the  frigid  20oe  of  modern  Chris*- 
tknityi 

IL  I  would  illustrate  the  emphasis  of  the  Psalmist^s 
vords,  **  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned.'' 

David  periiaps  might  mean,  that,  as  a  king,  he 
was  accountable  to  none  but  God  :  but  he  also,  no 
doubt,  intended  to  confess,  that  in  entire  distinction 
iftnn  the  enquiry,  how  fiir  man  had  been  offended  or 
injured  by  his  conduct ;  he  had  greatly  di^leased  the 
Sovereign  of  the  universe,  ^  the  King  of  kings  and 
**  Lard  of  lorda.'^  Perhaps  some  persons  at  that  time 
might  be  secretly  rtjcMced,  that  such  a  man  as  David 
had  thus  kept  them  in  countenance.  Joab,  who  had 
committed  murder,  for  instance,  might  inwardly 
exult  on  so  lamentable  an  occasion.  But,  however 
dial  might  be,  He  who  is,  *^  no  respecter  of  persons,'^ 
and  with  whom  is  no  difference  between  the  mightie&t 
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monarch  and  the  meanest  subject,  was  deeply  of- 

fendedr 

The  language  of  the  text,  ^'  Against  thee,  ihet 
'^  ooly4''  implies  far  more  than  I  can  express^  of  the 
majesty,  ezcellenqr,  and  authority  of  the  gicMioui 
God  ;  our  relations  to  him,  as  Ute  Creator,  GoveraoTt  i 
and  Judge  of  aU ;  our  obligations  to  him,  in  geoeral  ^ 
and  particular ;  and  the  return  which  we  ought  to  .; 
^*  render  for  all  his  benefits." 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  diat  no  records  of  and- 
quity^  however  admired,  (the  Scriptures  alone  ex* 
cq>ted,)  use  language  concerning  the  infinite  Gaih 
which  is  in  any  measure  worthy  of  his  incomprdwflk 
^Ue  majesty  and  greatness ;  nay,  \idiich  is  not  exceed* 
ingly  degrading  to  his  character:  and  if  modeiM 
have,  at  all  succeeded  better  on  this  subject,  it  is  be^ 
cause  they  have  derived  their  most  adequate  ideii 
from  the  Bible,  though  many  are  unwilling  to  9f> 
knowledge  the  obligation.    Yet,  after  all,  the  sob^ 
limity  of  the  sacred  oracles  on  this  subject  is  unpanU 
leled.-*^*  Great  is  the  Lorb,    and  greatly  to  b6 
'*  praised ; .  His  greatness  is  unsearchable.    1  wil* 
**  spcdk  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  majesty,  anda^ 
**  thy  wondrous  works  ^  and  men  shall  speak  of  tbi' 
*^  might  of  thy  terrible  acts,  and  I  will  declaltellir 
^^  greatness.''^— ^^  Who  hath  measured  the  waleril 
*^  in  the  bolk>w  of  his  hand,  and  meted  out  the  beai* 
**  vens  with  a  span,  and  comprehended  the  dust  el 
^*  the  earth  in  a  measure,  and  weighed  the  mounlMli 
*^  in  scales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance  ?''-^*^  The«i|» 


»  Pf,  c*lv.  3- 
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"  lioBS'are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  a^ 
*'  the  small  dust  of  the  balance.  Behold,  he  taketh  UfS 
*'  the  isles  as  a  Very  little  thing !  And  Lebanon  is  not 
* '  sufficient  to  bum ;  nor  the  beasts  thereof  for  a  burnt 
^*  o&ring ! — ^All  nations  before  him  are  as  nothing : 
>'  and  they  are  counted  unto  him  less  than  nothing 
^^  and  vanity  1  To  whom  will  ye  liken  God?"* 
Against  this  Being,  of  glorious  power,  and  majesty 
unspeakable,  a  poor  worm  dares  to  rise  in  rebellion ! 
*^  Against  thee  have  1  sumed !" 

When  Job,  in  the  heat  of  controversy,  had  q;)oken 
irreverently  concerning  God;  his  friends  accused 
Um  of  hypocri^,  and  crimes  of  which  lie  was  con- 
sciously innocent ;  and  even  Elihu  bore  too  hard 
upon  him :  so  that  he  was  not  comdnced  or  humbled 
on  that  account.  But  when  '*  Jehovah  spoke  to 
'*  liim  from  the  whirlwind ;"  though  he  did  not  deigii 
to  argue  on  the  justice  of  his  dispensation,  but  merely 
exhibited  before  him  some  displays  and  illustrations 
of  his  greatness,  power,  and  majesty ;  he  soon 
brought  Job  to  submit,  to  plead  guilty,  and  to  say, 
'*  1  am  vile,''  ^^  I  abhor  myself,  I  repent  in  dust  and 
^«  ashes." 

St.  Paul  also  seems  to  have  taken  up  this  subject 
in  the  same  manner,  when  he  answers  an  irreverent 
caviHer  a^inst  the  dealings  of  God  with  his  crea» 
tures;  "  Nay  but,  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  repliest 
-''against  God?"  'Consider  what  a  frail,  short 
^  righted,  and  erring  creature  thou  art,  even  in  com- 
*  men  things ;  and  darest  thou  presume  to  dispute 
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'  against  God,  on  such  deep  subjects  as  are  evidently^ 
^  beyond  thy  comprehension,  or  even  thy  investiga^ 
*  tion?'     *^  Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God? 
**  Canst  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  to  perfection  ? 
'^  It  is  higher  than  heaven,  what  canst  thou  do  ?  It  L 
^<  is  deeper  tiian  hell,  what  canst  thou  know  ?"  *^  Oh  \ 
'*  the  depth  of  tlie  riches,  both  of  the  wisdom  and   \ 
'*  knowledge  of  God  !    How  unsearchable  are  his 
**  judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out !" 

Many  objections  often  raised,  not  without  a  great 
mixture  of  presumption,  against  the .  doctrines  of 
Revelation ;.  especially  such  as  respect  the  first  origin  . 
of  sin  and  misery,  the  criminali^  of  our  conduct  as 
fiiUen  creatures,  and  the  justice  of  God  in  the  judg- 
ments denounced  against  transgressors,  should,  in 
general  be  silenced  in  this  manner ;  and  not  by  en- 
tering into  detailed  arguments  on  each  particular,  as 
if  God  was  *'  even  such  a  one  as  ourselves."  **  Shall 
"  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?" 

It  may,  however,  be  observed,  that  many  of  these 
objections  press  equally  upon  every  religious  system, 
and  not  on  any  one  in  particular.  It  is  evident  that 
sin  and  misery  do  exist  and  abound.  It  is  undeniable, 
that  the  Almighty  could  have  prevented  the  existence 
of  these  evils,  or  limited  their  progress.  To  argue 
then,  against  what  he  hath  done  or  permitted,  l^- 
cause  we,  blind  and  ignorant  sinners,  fancy  he  mi^t, 
Iiuve  done  better,  is  nothing  less  than  blasphemy; 
a^ud  carried  to  its  consequences,  directly  militates 
^^nst  every  kind  of  religion. 

Again,  it  is  evident  in  fact  that  man  is  depraved : 
4^iiji  wc  need  only  to  judge  the  conduct  of  the  workl. 


4 


SEfiMON  VIJ^.  175 

K  recorded  in  history,  by  the  simple  rules  of  loving 
God  supremely  I  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves; 
and  the  inference  b  undeniable. — ^Now,  if  depravity 
proportionably  excuses  criminal  conduct;  then  the 
more  any  creature  is  depraved,  the  fuller  justification 
;  of  his  actual  wickedness  he  possesses.  This  excuses 
all  the  rebellion  and  malignity  of  feUen  men  and  fiillen 
ii^;elsy  throws  all  the  blame  of  sin  on  the  Almighty 
himself,  who  did  not  see  good  to  prevent  its  exis^ 
fence;  and  of  course  renders  it  impossible  that 
"  God  should  judge  the  world."  But,  whatever 
proves  too  much,  by  all  the  rules  of  fiur  argument,  i$ 
allowed  to  prove  nothing. 

**  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me,  I 
"  cannot  attain  unto  it.''  The  dictates  of  conscience 
and  of  common  sense  are  in  this  case  far  preferable  to 
presumptuous  reasonings  on  things  evidently  beyond 
oar  capacity.  *^  To  man  he  saith,  The  fear  of  the 
'^LoRD,  that  is  wisdom;  and  to  depart  from  evil,^ 
"  that  is  understanding."  **  Secret  things  belong; 
"  unto  the  Lord  our  God  :  but  the  things  that  arc 
"  revealed  belong  to  us." 

The  Psalmist  in  the  context  speaks  on  this  subject. 
<(  I  have  done  this  evil  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  mightest 
'^  be  justified  in  thy  saying,  and  clear  when  thou  art 
"  juc^jed.  Behold,  I  was  shsq)en  in  iniquity,  and  in;. 
'« sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me !"  Did  the  roy^ 
penitent  mean  to  urge  this  as  an  extenuation  of  his 
crimes  ?  Certamly  not,  but  to  shew  that  they  were, 
not  occasional  slips ;  but  the  effect  of  a  depraved  na- 
ture. **  As  says  the  proverb  of  the  ancients,  wicked- 
*'  neas  proocedeth  fi-om  the  wicked. ' '    And  tliereforer 
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he  prajrs,  ^^  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and 
*^  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me." 

When  we  consider  the  majesty  and  greatness  of 
God,  we  may  well  be  abashed  at  the  condderation 
of  our  rebellions  against  him :  but  the  discovery  of 
his  glorious  excellency,  the  perfection  of  his  loveli- 
ness and  beaut)^  are  calculated  to  give  us  still  deeper 
views  of  the  criminality  of  our  conduct*    His  Omni- 
potence, and  Omniscience,  and  Omnipresence,  and 
all  his  natural  attributes,  constitute  his  greatness :  but 
his  infinite  wisdom,  justice,  truth  and  love,  constitute 
bb  hslmess  and  goodness.     l*he  display  of  his  greaU 
ness  should  awe  us  into  reverential  submission :  bat 
that  of  his  goodness  should  win  us  to  admiring,  adoring 
love,    *'  Thy  name  only  is  excellent,  and  thy  praise 
«.<  is  above  heaven  and  earth.''    And  what  can  be 
vxocG  irrational  and  perverse,  than  to  neglect,  despise, 
or  disUke  infinite  loveliness  and  excellence  ?     WfaM' 
more  reasonable  than  the  command,  ^'  Thou  slialt 
**  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  ?'*    *  . 

But  we  should  also  recollect,  that  tliis  great  and 
glorious  God,  is  the  Creator,  and  consequently  die 
Prc^rictor,  Governor,  and  Judge  of  the  Universe.' 
Observe  the  language  of  Scripture  on '  this  subject, 
"  The  Lord  made  all  things  for  himself.'^    **  For 
"  thy  pleasure  they  are,  and  were  created.** 
this  is  no  mean  proof  of  our  Saviour's  deity ; 
it  is  not  only  said,  '^  All  things  were  made  6y  himf9 
but  Ukewise>  *^  All  things  were  made  Jor  him.* 
^*  Thine,  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and 
"  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.*'    ITus  was 
vid's  view  of  that  God,  against  whom  he  had  siniic£^ 
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;d ;  and  not  merely  against  our  fellow  creatures : 
ist  one  infinitely  above  us,  and  not  one  who  is  i  j 

1  equidity  with  us,  as  partaker  of  our  common 
re. 

[lis  great  Creator  of  all  worlds  is  also  the  Au- 
of  our  existence  ;  the  Father  of  our  spirits ;  tlie 
r  of  all  our  powers  and  abilities ;  the  Goo  in 
n  we  live,  and  move,  and  are.  ^*  Hear,  O  bea- 
ns, and  ^ve  ear,  O  earth,  I  have  nourished  and 
ought  up  children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against  € 

I !"    The  God,  against  whom  every  sin  is  com-  ^ 

sd,  stands  at  once  related  to  us,  as  our  Creator, 
^factor,  Governor,  and  Judge.  The  authority  of 
vereign,  the  kindness  of  a  Parent,  and  the  libe- 
'  of  a  Benefactor,  are  all  here  united  ;  yea,  far, 
seceded :  and  can  we  but  feel  the  emphasis  of  the 
iiage  used  in.  the  text,  *^  Against  thee,  thee  only, 
\rc  I  «nned  ?" 

is  possible  in  human  affairs  for  these  difierent 
plion%  to  unite  in  one  case.  Thus  Absalom,  the 
die  indulged  son,  as  well  as  the  subject,  of  Da- 
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tionally  a  murderer  of  his  &ther !  While  David  fett 
himself  deeply  shocked  at  his  son's  atrocious  violation 
of  such  accumulated  obligations,  what  must  have 
been  his  reflection  on  his  own  past  conduct  against 
Go&,  in  the  instance  before  us?  Could  he  help  say- 
ing to  himself,  *  Men  justly  exclaim  against  the  be- 
^  haviour  of  Absalom  towards  his  kind  &ther  and 

*  sovereign :  but  my  heart  reproaches  me  with  the 

*  violation  of  iar  higher  and  greater  obligaticms  to  Gob, 

*  my  Creator,  Bene&ctor,  and  Judge  V 

In  thb  part  of  our  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to 
recollect,  that  all  the  various  differences,  by  which 
men  in  society ,^  or  in  respect  of  religious  advantages, 
are  distinguished  from  each  other,  whatever  they  may 
be,  should  be  considered  as  enhancing  the  obligatioOf 
and  aggravating  the  criminality  of  violatbg  it,  Tlii» 
was  the  way  in  which  Nathan  addressed  David,  whc» 
he  recapitulated  the  special  benefits  which  God  bad 
conferred  on  him,  in  order  to  bring  home  convictioa 
to  his  conscience:  and  here  I  shall  leave  to  your 
consideration  the  providential  benefits,  and  every 
advantage,  with  which  you  severally  have  been  dis* 
tinguished,  as  increasing  your  peculiar  obligations^ 
and  aggravating  every  transgression  which  you  have 
committed. 

The  aggravated  evil  of  sin,  as  committed  agniniP^' 
God,  may  be  shewn  by  another  view  of  our  relauq^* 
and  obligations  to  him,  as  transgressors  favoured  wijjIB^ 
the  discoveries  and  proposals  of  the  gospel.  Hav|||0 
broken  the  holy  law  of  our  Creator,  and  &llen  un^jpi^ 
Ibs  righteous  displeasure ;  instead  of  leaving  us  wjjpPI^ 
out  remedy^  to  the  consequences  of  our  disobedioMJ^ 
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be  hath  revealed  himself  to  us,  as  ^^  merciful  and 
'^  gracious,  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression,  and 
"an;"  as  '^  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
''  himself;''  as  **  not  sparing  his  own  Son,  but  deli- 
''vering  him  up  for  us,  that  with  him  he  might 
^*  freely  give  us  all  things  ^'  And,  in  the  most  ur- 
gent manner,  he  invites  even  the  vilest  of  sinners  to 
come  smd  partake  of  this  great  salvation. 

Beyond  all  doubt,  every  additional  discovery  of  die 
-excellency,  loveliness,  and  glory  of  our  great  Creator 
and  Judge,  proportionably  shews  the  baseness  and 
peirverseness  of  our  alienation  from  him :  and  the 
nore  fully  the  dnner  is  encouraged  to  expect  forgive- 
ness and  reccmciliation,  the  more  inexcusable  must  he 
be,  if  be  persist  in  rebellion.  Now,  the  character  of 
God,  as  revealed  in  the  gospel,  compiises  such  an 
luuon  oi  greatness  and  condescension,  justice  and 
mercy,  holiness  and  love,  wisdom  and  cruth,  as  con- 
stitutes *^  the  perfection  of  beauty,'^  and  excites  the 
most  fervent  adoring  and  admiring  praises  of  the  hea- 
venly worsluppers :  while  at  the  same  time,  such  a 
foundation  is  Uiid  for  our  hope,  that  nothing  *^  but 
**  neglecting  so  great  salvation,"  can  prevent  our  at- 
taining everlasting  felicity,  notwithstanding  all  our 
-crimes,  and  all  our  depravity  and  temptations ! 

This  may  lead  us  to  consider  a  still  further  aggra- 
vation of  sin :  namely,  when  it  is  oommitted  by  one, 
who  has  experienced  the  pardoning  love  and  renewing 
^nce  of  God  ;  who  has  eome  to  him,  and  walked 
ndth  him ;  who  has  found  him  faithful  and  merciful ; 
who  has  rejoiced  in  him  with  joy  unspeakable,  and 
torn  animated  to  call  on  others  to  share  in  his  satis&9*- 
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tions ;  who  has  glorified  in  God ,  as  his  all-sufficient 
Portion,    hb  Sun,  his  Shield,   and  his  exceeding 
great  and  everlasting  Reward ;  and  who  has  been  £i- 
voured  with  signal  deliverances  and  conif(»ts»  in  ipa- 
nifest  answer  to  his  believing  prayers.    To  «n  against  j 
such  mercy  and  love  as  thb,  to  rebel  ag^nst  ao  gra*  i 
cious  a  Father  and  Friend,  ^seems  to  fiutn  the  hig^iestl 
aggravation  of  transgression  that  can  be  OHioeived*  I 
Thus  the  sins  of  believers,  instead  of  being  sli^t  of- 
fences, are  in  fact  the  most  inexcusable  of  all  crimes : 
and  the  conviction  of  this,  even  in  respect  to  those 
&ilures  which  bring  no  scandal  on  religion,  power* 
fully  tends  to  keep  the  true  christian  humble  befiire 
his  God  ;  as  well  as  to  enhance  his  admiring  grau- 
tude  for  the  riches  of  pardoning  grace. 
•  This  was  especially  the  case  with  David.     He  hid 
been  taken  from  the  sheep*fold,  and  raised  to  the 
throne.    He  had  been  honoured  in  providence ;  made 
a  prophet ;  and  inspired  as  ^*  the  sweet  singer  of  Is- 
"  rael,"  to  compose  songs  of  praise  for  the  use  of 
spiritual  worshippers  through  successive  generations. 
But  above  all,  he  had  enjoyed  such  consdationdo 
his  own  soul,  while  employed  in  the  worship  aiid  aer« 
vice  of  his  God  ;  as  dictated  language  so  animatedi 
and  even  rapturous,  that  to  this  day  it  seems  une^ 
quailed.    And  yet  afler  all,  this  very  person  had  tap 
say  "  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned !"  Fof| 
he  had  despised  the  commandment  of  his  God  ; 
he  had  even  despised  God  himself,  who  "  bad 
forted  him  on  every  side ;"  and  who  was  ready 
add  still  more,  and  that  abundantly,  to  all  his  fom 
benefits ! 
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2 :.  And  have  not  some,  here  present,  had  occasion  in 
X3KP7  instances,  though  not  so  awful  as  this  of  David, 
s  to  look  back  on  the  Lord's  past  kindness,  and  tlie 
^mnforts  they  have  enjoyed  in  communion  with  him : 
then  to  confess,  with  shame  and  sorrow,  that 
have  most  basely  treated  their  gracious  Bene&ctor 
•Contempt  and  ingratitude  ?  And  can  the  violation 
any  other  tie,  be  so  heinous,  as  thus  sinning  against 
Ae  Lord  ? 

Take  into  consideration,  then,  my  brethren,  the 
'—jr  ily  and  authority  of  God  ;  his  holiness  and  ex- 
eeUency ;  our  relations  to  him  as  our  Creator,  Go- 
'vemor^  Bene&ctor,  and  Judge ;  and  all  our  obliga- 
tions to  him,  as  rational  creatures,  as  distinguished  in 
his  providence,  as  favoured  with  his  gospel,  and,  some 
of  us  It  least,  as  having  been  made  joyful  in  his  saU 
Vition :  and  then,  form  your  estimate  of  the  evil  of 
ni»  as  committed  against  God;  and  endeavour  to 
enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  emphatick  language  used 
in  the  text,  **  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I 
"  sinned/' 

'III.  I  proceed  to  consider  the  evil  of  sin,  as  com- 
mitted against  God,  and  as  violating  all  our  obliga* 
tioos  lo  him* 

After  what  has  been  already  stated,  there  is  no  oc- 
casion to  be  very  particular  on  this  part  of  our  sub- 
ject.—For  who  does  not  perceive,  that,  however 
mond,  amiable,  or  respectable,  he  may  have  been  in 
Us  conduct  among  men ;  yet  if  he  treat  God  with 
neglect,  or  set  him  at  defiance,  he  must  be  the  object 
of  his  indignation  and  abhorrence?  If  we  consult  the 
Scripture,   we  shall  find  one   crime  in  particular, 
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nvhich  is  ccMistantly  called  an  abomination ;  and  I 
as  the  most  heinous  and  provoking  of  all  othe 
fording  the  clearest  proof  of  men's  hating  God. 
it  is  a  crime  not  directly  and  necessarily  injuri 
men^  at  least  in  their  temporal  concerns:  I 
idolatry.  That  this  should  be  the  highest  ol 
may  be  easily  understood  on  our  principles :  I 
those,  which  make  utility  the  standard  and  tesi 
entirely  unaccountable.  And  therefore  those 
moralists,  who  had  some  notions  concerning  the 
of  God  I  and  the  vanity  of  the  popular  theolog} 
only  saw  very  little  ^vil  in  toe  grossest  idolatry 
by  precepts  and  example,  ^ewed  that  they 
thought  they  did  right  in  conforming  to  it ! 

In  every  government,  submission  to  the  su; 
authority  is  the  first  social  duty,  and  treasc 
highest  crime :  nay,  other  crimes  in  general  a 
nished,  not  merely  because  injurious  to  indivi 
but  because  they  are  acts  of  disobedience  agair 
Sovereign,  or  the  State. 

If  a  person  be  ever  so  amiable  in  private  life ; 
be  punctual  in  his  payments,  upright  in  his  de: 
faithful  to  his  engagements,  kind  to  his  relati< 
good  master  or  a  good  landlord,  compassionat 
liberal  to  the  poor,  and  courteous  to  all :  yet, 
have  committed  high  treason,  having  failed  : 
highest  obligation,  tlie  other  parts  of  his  condi 
not  considered  by  his  judges;  his  life  is  fori 
and  nothing  but  mercy,  even  the  mercy  of  the  ] 
against  whom  be  has  offended,  can  deliver  him 
condign  punishment. 
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The  same  might  t3e  fully  shewn  by  other  illustra- 
tions. Nothing  can  make  amends  for  a  failure  in  the 
leading  obligation :  nothing  can  excuse  or  coonter- 
balance,  unfiuthfulness  in  a  wife,  or  disobedience  in 
a  son  :  while  the  more  afibctionate  and  excellent  the 
busband  or  &ther,  the  more  aggravated  is  the  offence. 
And  to  persist,  against  repeated  pardons  and  kind* 
aesses,  in  such  conduct,  would  stamp  the  ofiender, 
U  a  monster  of  ingratitude,  bowerer  morql  and  well- 
behaved  in  other  respects. 

But  many  endeavour  to  excuse  themselves,  by  say- 
ing, that  they  do  not  mean  to  offend  God,  in  this  or 
die  other  action ;  for  they  never  thought  about  him. 
And  thus  the  very  sin,  with  whicli  they  are  especially 
diarged,  b  pleaded  in  extenuation  of  other  crimes ! 
It  is  the  grand  criminality  in  the  conduct  of  men,  that 
they  forget  Go  d.     Every  object  we  behold,  prockums 
Us  existence  and  glory :  our  own  consciousness,  nay, 
reflection  on  our  own  bodies  and  souls,  is  suited  to 
bring  him  to  our  thoughts.     We  live  every  hour  oa 
his  bounty,  and  are  continually  upheld  by  his  arm ; 
yet  we  forget  him,  and  excuse  our  otiicr  sins  on  the 
ground  of  that  forgetfulness !   But  remember,  my 
fellow  sinners,  that  ''  The  wicked  shall  be  turned 
**  into  hell ;  and  all  the  people  that  forget  God." — 
Can  there  be  a  more  unequivocal  proof  of  ingratitude, 
ccxitempt,  and  aversion,  than  this  habitual  forgetful- 
ness  of  our  glorious  Sovereign,  and  our  daily  Bene- 
factor? 

If  your  child  loves  you,  does  he  forget  you?  And 
should  a  son,  whom  you  had  tenderly  and  carefully 
educated,  and  Wth  great  expence  situated  in  a  very 
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comfortable  manner,  and  then  charged,  as  he  valued 
your  favour  and  happiness,  to  avoid  this,  and  to  at- 
tend to  that,  particular :  should  he,  I  say,  persist  in 
a  conduct,  in  all  respects  diametrically  opposite  to 
your  will ;  and  then  plead,  that  indeed  he  did  not 
mean  to  offend  you,  for  he  had  forgotten  both  you, 
and  your  kindness,  and  your  counsel;  what  would 
you  think  of  his  behaviour  ?  Would  you  not  suppose, 
that  he  meant  to  add  insult  to  disobedience  ?  *^  The 
**  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God.''  Thb  carnal 
ennuty  is  the  source  of  our  forgetfulness ;  and  it  is 
also  an  aggravation  of  our  guiltr 

Ingratitude  is  generally  allowed  to  be  one  of  the 
basest  and  most  detestable  of  crimes,  where  man  only 
is  concerned :  but  what  are  our  obligations  to  our 
best  earthly  benefactors,  compared  with  those  whicli 
are  hourly  confisrred  on  us  by  our  heavenly  Father 
and  Friend  ?  yet  who  can  justly  say,  he  has  not  been 
ungrateful  to  God  ? 

It  is  indeed  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  more  be- 
nefits God  bestows  in  his  providence,  the  greater  ne- 
glect and  ingratitude  do  men  commonly  manifest. 
Hence  it  is,  that  the  prosperous  are  far  more  apt  ta 
forget  God  than  the  afflicted ;  the  rich  more  in  gene- 
ral than  the  poor ;  the  healthy  more  than  the  sick ; 
and  we  arc  never  in  so  much  danger  of  impious  con- 
tempt of  him,  as  when  he  lavishes  so  many  benefits 
upon  us,  that  we  have  every  thing  according  to  our 
own  mind,  and  "  more  than  heart  can  wisli." 

This  is  not  only  the  case,  in  respect  of  different 
persons  placed  in  more  or  less  prosperous  circum- 
stances, but  in  the  same  persons :  even  he  that  is 
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truly  pious,  in  general  acts  better  when  afflicted  than 
when  sucoessfuL  David  behaved  more  honoural^Iy 
when  'persecuted  by  Saul,  and  when  Absalom  rose 
inrd)ellion  against  him,  than  he  did,  ^^When  the 
**  Lord  had  given  him  rest  from  all  his  enemies  round 
<«  about.'' — Religion  commonly  flourishes  most  under 
peraecutioQ  and  affliction ;  and  it  seems  almost  an  uni- 
versal rule,  that  the  more  Providence  indulges,  either 
indi^uals  or  collective  bodies,  the  more  negligent 
aad  ungrateful  they  become.  *^  When  thy  riches  in- 
^  crease,  and  when  thy  gold  and  thy  silver,  and  all 
<<  tliou  hast  are  multiplied,  then  beware  lest  thou  for- 
"  get  the  Lord  thy  God."  And  is  not  thb  unde« 
maUe  &ct  an  awful  demonstration  of  our  extreme 
dqmvi^?  Will  any  man  seriously  set  himself  to  ex« 
cose  such  a  temper  and  conduct  ? 

Man's  forgetfulness  of  God  arises,  in  no  small 

degree,  from  hb  inordinate  love  of  worldly  objects. 

He  idolatrously  values  wealth,  pleasure,  power,  or 

the  honour  which  cometh  from  men.     I  say,  idola- 

trmafyf  for  covetousness  is  idolatry,  and  sensual  in- 

do^oice  is  idolatry.    They  are  so  called  in  Scrip* 

ture.    And  he  who  loves  either  wealth,  pleasure, 

pomp,  or  any  earthly  object  more  than  God  ;  b  as 

leaDy  an  idolater,  as  if  he  had  formed  his  gold  into  an 

image,  and  prostrated  himself  before  it  in  stupid  ado- 

rttion.     ^*  Ye  have  forsaken  the  Fountain  of  living 

*^  waters,  and  have  hewn  out  to  yourselves  cisterns, 

**  broken  cisterns,  which  can  hold  no  water." — '•  The 

'*  worid  and  the  things  of  the  world,"  are  put  in  the 

phoe  of  God  ;  and  in  this  way,  even  innocent  and 

Vol,  li.  A  a 
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needful  pursuits  and  employments  often  become  the 
occasions  of  great  guilt.     .  . 

Judas  sold  his  Lord  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver: 
and  the  Jews  preferred  Barabbas,  a  thief  and  robbeff 
to  Christ.  We  stand  astonished  at  their  baseness: 
but  have  we  not,  in  some  respects,  preferred  as  mean 
or  as  vile  objects  to  the  infinite  God,  and  to  the 
*'  gracious  Saviour  of  lost  sinners  ?" 

In  short,  if  the  human  heart  were  not  ^*  decdtful 
"  above  all  things,"  as^  well  as  "  desperately  wicked,'^ 
our  conduct  in  this  respect  to  wards  God  would  never 
have  been  palliated.    The  criminaUty  of  man  consis(8 
in  rebellion  against  God,  and  in  setting  hb  own  inB 
in  opposition  to  that  of  his  Maker :    every  fevoor . 
which  the  Lord  bestows,  aggravates  that  crimonalitjr^ . 
and  to  endeavour  to  plead  any  excuse  for  sQch.coot 
plicated  guilt,  renders  us  still  more  criminal  in  Us 
sight,  whose  ^*  judgment  is  according  unto  truth." 

I  proceed  therefore, 

IV.  To  prove  that  this  view  of  the  subject  bringi : 
in  many  exceedingly  guilty,  who,  on  other  gtouMM  ■ 
Would  scarcely  seem  at  all  so ;  and  this  shews  men  in 
general  their  need  of  the  mercy  and  grace  proposed  t^ 
them  in  the  gospel.  '  * 

Acts  of  gross  immorality,  evidently  injuriousfi 
society,  are  sometimes  avoided  in  the  habituiil  tenoB' 
of  a  man's  conduct,  from  prudential  and  worldly  t60 
tives,  and  during  the  whole,  or  a  great  proportion,' 
his  life  :  and,  when  this  is  by  no  means  the  case, 
are  occasional^  and  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  ad^ 
conduct  of  men  in  general ;  if  the  most  abandoned 
the  human  species  be  excepted.    But  neglect  *\ 
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foi^tfulness  of  God,  ingratitude,  and  a  will  opposed 
to  his  will,  and  a  violation  of  all  obligations  to  him, 
arc,  in  every  ungodly  man,  fiabitual;  they  run  through 
every  day,  and  every  action  of  the  day ;  they  influ- 
eoce  all  liis  thoughts,  words,  and  deeds ;  they  con- 
stitute his  selected  plan  of  life ;  they,  influence  him  in 
the  spending  of  his  time  and  money ;  and  they  direct 
the  use  made  of  his  talents,  property,  health,  spirits; 
body,  and  soul.  Every  thing  is  by  men  of  tliis  cha^ 
ncter  arranged  and  conducted,  as  it  were,  by  a  sys^ 
tern  of  forgetfulness  and  neglect  of  God  ;  of  ingrati- 
tude  and  rebellion,  nay,  defiance  of  him.  So  that 
irhere  no  gross  vice  is  perpetrated,  a  degree  of  guilt 
in  constantly  contracted,  far  greater,  in  total  amount, 
Aan  that  of  the  most  atrocious  immorality,  considered 
in  any  other  light :  and  even  where  sms  are  com- 
mitted, for  which  the  conscience  sometimes  reproaches 
a  man ;  the  /mbitual  and  systematical  enmity  against 
Godj  which  the  immoral,  and  even  the  most  moral, 
may  be  charged  with,  is  unspeakably  the  greater  part 
of  their  guilt. 

Thus,  while  in  respect  of  society  we  would  give 
virtuous  characters  due  respect,  and  reprobate  the 
vicious :  in  the  sight  of  God,  there  is  far  less  diSer- 
acc  than  is  generally  supposed.  For  if  men  were 
restrained  from  immorality,  by  a  regard  to  the  divine 
'jHUthoriiy  :  that  principle  would  influence  their  whole 
omduct,  and  lead  them  also  to  every  branch  of  piety. 

Criminality  is  not  always  the  greatest,  whtire  we 
judge  it  to  be  so :  we  are  not  competent  to  decide  on 
JO  complicated  a  question,  as  the  degrees  of  men's 
^aflt  s  but  must  leave  it  to  him,  who  searches  the 
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very  thoughts  of  the  heart.  But,  ''  all  have  sinned, 
<<  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  In  this  re- 
spect, *^  there  is  no  difference ;"  and  as  all  are  in- 
volved  under  one  common  sentence  of  condemnation ; 
all  should,  with  one  consent,  welcome  the  gospel  of 
grace.  For  '*  it  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of 
^^  all  acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
"  world  to  save  sinners." 

May  I  not,  even  now,  be  addressing  some  per* 
sons,  who,  if  asked,  what  part  of  their  conduct  they 
would  choose  to  alter,  were  they  persuaded  tiutt 
Christianity  was  a  mere  delusion,  though  not  diq)06ed 
publickly  to  avow  this  opinion ;  would  scarcely  be 
able. to  fix  on  any  particular  ?  Regard  to  health,  cha* 
racter,  peace,  and  interest ;  the  company  with  wluch 
they  have  been  used  to  associate ;  and  various  other 
considerations,  would  induce  them  to  persevere 
nearly  in  the  same  tcnour  of  outward  conduct,  if  they 
were  of  opinion  that  no  iuture  state  of  retributioB 
awaited  them;  if  they  had  in  no  degree  the  fear  oC. 
God  before  their  eyes.  But  the  case  would  be  very 
diflferent,  if  they  attended  to  even  tlie  same  thiiq[9| 
from  a  real  religious  principle.*<^Surely  that  must  bt 
vastly  different  from  Christianity,  which  woidA. 
scarcely  be  affected,  if  Christianity  were  abRK* 
gated ! 

Suis  of  omission  seldom  burden  the  consciences 
men  in  general.  If  direct  violations  of  some  ex] 
prohibition  are  not  chargeable  upon  them,  they 
not  often  condemn  themselves  for  neglect  of  duQ^ 
They  forget,  that  there  are  injunctions  as  well  usfintt^ 
hibitions;  and  that  refusing  to  hallow  the  Lor: 


SERMON  VII.  189 

dijr,  or  to  honour  and  obey  their  parents  and  supe* 
Mrs,  is  as  really  disobedience  to  God,  as  robbery^ 
aduhery,  or  murder.  For,  unless  we  consider  sin, 
asoommitted  against  God,  sins  of  omission  will  aU 
most  al wa]rs  be  overlooked. 

It  has  pleased  our  gracious  God,  to  give  us  the 
holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  us  wise 
unto  eternal,  salvation ;  yet  how  few  love  and  reve- 
rence them,  and  search  them  daily!  Can  any  man 
aniiposey  that  the  neglect  of  the  sacred  oracles,  by 
ifaoae  who  own  them  to  be  the  word  of  God,  is  not 
contempt  erf*  him  that  inspired  them  ? 

The  holy  sabbath  affords  the  spiritual  mind  the 
BMt  important  and  highly  valued  opportunity  of 
vikiiig  upon  God,  worshipping  him,  and  learning 
hit  will  Yet  how  few,  even  among  moral  men, 
mmt  thb  holy  day  their  ^'  delight  and  honourable !" 
There  are  not  many,  who  are  convinced,  that  they 
ought  deeply  to  repent,  and  have  need  of  mercy,  and 
of  the  atoning  blood,  because  they  have  been  used  to 
spend  part  of  the  Lord's  own  day  in  business,  sloth, 
woridly  company,  or  dissipation. — "  Thou  shalt  not 
'*take  my  name  in  vain,"  says  the  God  of  infinite 
iHgesty  and  glory  :  yet  how  commonly  is  this  great 
«id  tremendous  name  of  God,  used  in  common  con- 
versation, even  such  as  is  frivolous  or  profligate ! 
Ibt,  unless  we  consider  sin  as  committed  against 
God,  we  shall  not  be  struck  with  the  criminality  of 
t)  irreverent  and  contemptuous  a  profanation,  of  that 
[vhidi  should  be  adored  with  the  profoundcst  venera- 
I.— This  view  of  the  subject  is  also  peculiarly 
l^uted  to  detect  the  secret  enmity  of  the  heart  against 
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God,  and  his  holiness  and  truth,  even  in  such  as  are 
called  amiable  moral  characters.    Habitually  desiring 
to  approve  themselves  to  men,  as  seeking  their  ap- 
probation, they  either  forget  God,  or  they  frame  a 
false  notion  of  him,  and  live  in  a  constant  infringe- 
ment of  all  obligations  to  liim.    Yet  when  this  is  set 
before  them,  and  the  holy  character  and  righteous  law 
of  God  are  explained,  they  feel  their  hearts  rise  in 
opposition  ta  the  statement,  as  militating  against  their 
self-coiQplacency :  th^  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  gos- 
pel excite  still  stronger  repugnancy  i  and  their  conti* 
imance,  in  neglecting  reconciliation  to  God  by  j£su$ 
Christ,  manifests  a  heart  deeply  alienated  from 
him. 

It  is  impossible,  within  the  compass  of  a  sennon» 
protracted  even  beyond  the  usual  limits  with  wtuck 
you  are  used  to  indulge  me,  to  enter  on  all  the  varit 
ous  particulars  that  belong  to  this  part  of  the  subject 
But  the  principles,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  es- 
tablish, will  enable  such,  as  seriously  desire  to  ley  ^ 
consider  it,  to  trace  it  into  a  vast  variety  of  instanoeSi 
in  which  they  may  find  cause  to  say,  *^  Against  tbeCy 
*^  thee  only,  have  1  sinned,  and  done  this  evil  in  tlif 
*^  sight."     It  is  certain  that  the  subject,  if  duly  i^ 
tended  to,  brings  in  all  men  guilty  before  Goo* 
^*  Every  mouth,"  if  these  views  be  scriptural,  "  mi 
*^  be  stopped:"  we  are  *^  concluded  under  sinfr^ 
and  *^  by  the  works  of  tlie  law,  shall  no  flesh  be  ji|9^' 
**  tilled  before  God.**  .  ^ 

If  then  we  are  saved,  we  must  be  "  justified 
"  by  the  grace  of  God  through  the  redemption  tl 
''  isin  Christ  Jesus."  We  ^^  must  be  bom agaiBM 
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and  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  Gos^l  must  be 
to  us  as  *'  life  from  the  dead.''  To  them,  who  have 
deeply  entered  into  the  views  here  given,  in  a  spirit 
(tf diligent  self-examination,  application  by  the  preacher 
is  needless. 

AU  that  earnestness,  in  attending  on  the  word  of 
life  and  on  every  means  of  grace,  which  some  mani- 
fest and  others  object  against,  arises  from  this  source ; 
tnd  whenever  the  objectors  become  equally  sensible 
of  the  criminality  (of  every  sin,  as  rebellion  against 
God  ;  they  will  imitate  that  conduct  which  they  now 
censure;  Christ  will  become  to  .them  also  "the 
"  Pearl  of  great  price  ;*'  they  too  will  count  all  but 
loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  r 
nor  will  they  enquire.  How  often  are  we  bound  to 
pray,  or  attend  the  worship  of  God  ?  but  they  will 
say,  "  I  was  glad,  when  it  was  said  to  me,  let  us  go 
"  into  the  House  of  the  Lord."  This  will  put  ear- 
nestness into  their  enquiries,  and  fervency  into  their 
prayers;  and  render  Christ  and  his  salvation  glo- 
rious in  their  eyes,  and  precious  to  their  souls. 

But,  alas !  I  fear  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  of 
allj  even  in  this  congregation.  I  am  persuaded,  that 
many  of  you,  my  friends,  have  never  felt  this  kind 
and  degree  of  conviction,  as  to  the  criminality  of  your 
conduct,  and  the  danger  of  your  souls.  I  cannot 
impart  to  you  my  perceptions  of  the  truths  I  incul- 
cate :  but  I  would  exhort  you  to  search  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  beg  of  God,  for  Christ's  sake,  to  illu- 
minate your  minds  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  a  right  un- 
derstanding of  the  sacred  word,  and  to  a  just  esti- 
ifiaie  of  your  own  character  and  conduct.    When 
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v.   -X.CICM:  i^wre  us  explains  a   circumstance, 
naiiy  appears  strange  and  unaccountable. 

x:  ^is^  xTscn,  who,  when  careless  and  inattentive 

^  ^.Ti.  aormed  satisfied  with  himself;  now  that 

V  >  X'  -.iiic  roruest  about  salvation,  afraid  of  all  sin, 

^  jL^^ftuvc  w  every  duty,  is  far  removed  from  self. 

{o-.n^^-tcv :  so  far  from  it,  that  he  has  a  lower 
.  utxu-  J*  umsclf  than  he  ever  had  before  !  In  fact, 
^  wvjijc*  >y  A  "t'w  rule ;  he  views  his  conduct,  as 
_f4aa»x'.u?§  himself  ihe  subject  and  deeply. indebted 
ivaurr  ci  0  ,*  •/.  He  has  new  sensibilities :  he  is  far 
•jwix*  c<ttj*iov\i  :han  formerly  in  reviewing  his  ohti 

X v^^>*x  ir.oc:\c;>,  words,  and  actions :  he  sees  sin 

,.  ..vw.5s^;xl  jxinicuKirs,  where  before  he  saw  i: 

^..     ric  ;''.;nks  noihing  done,  because  he  is  so  far 

**i  ^4\i.:j  atuincvi.  He  judges  not  by  what  man 
.x.>*  vVc^i.-.-mcx"  of;  but  by  his  obligations  to  rhat 

.  %.v  3<M:vhcs  :hc  heart.  And  thus,  in  his  best 
^^v^  X-  XV Is  :':k  need  of  mercy ;  and  cm  in  no- 
a..^   I  *v:  c.\v;.ricx"mc:::.  cscep:  from  '•  the  glori- 
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ripens  for  the  world  above ;  where  perfect  purity, 
hmnility,  gratitude,  and  admhing  love,  will  dictate 
the  adoration,  and  enhctnce  the  felicity,  of  the  re- 
deemed to  all  eternity. 

But,  if  hitherto  strangers  to  this  salvation  and  this 
state  oC  heart,  you  are'  still'  called  on  to  seek  ^*  the 
'' blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  from 
"  the  God  of  our  salvation  ;'*  he  is  ready  to  receive 
and  bless  all  that  come  to  him  on  his  mercy-seat, 
dirough  the  mediation  of  his  Son.  *^  Behold  there- 
'*  fore,  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold  now  is  the 
"day  of  salvation."  ^^  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his 
^  way,  and  the  unrighteous  ipan  his  thoughts ;  and 
"  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
^*  fiiercy  on  him,  and  to  our  God,  and  he  Will  abttn« 
•*  dantly  pardon." 
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* 

M^ciee  vnih  me^  for  I  have  found  my  sheep  which 

was  lost. 

CI  rri 

X  HEN  drew  near  unto  Jesus  all  the  publicans 

^*  and  sinners  for  to  hear  him."  Persons  of  bad  cha- 
racter, not  only  in  the  sight  of  God,  but  also  in  the 
judgment  of  men,  were  so  impressed  by  our  Lord's 
miracles  and  discourses,  that  they  voluntarily  ^*  drew 
"  near,"  not  to  cavil  or  scoff,  but  "  to  hear  him." 
Yet,  while  he  compassionately  regarded  and  instruct- 
ed them;  the  *^  Scribes  and  Pharisees  murmured, 
^*  saying.  This  man  receiveth  sinners,  apd  eateth 
«  with  them." 

To  repress  these  proud  objectors,  to  illustrate  the 
propriety  of  his  conduct  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners, 
and  to  encourage  the  penitent,  both  at  that  time  and 
in  all  future  ages;  our  gracious  Lord  spoke  thct 
Airec  parables  wbidi  stand  recorded  in  this  chapter. 
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We  have  lately  considered  the  scriptural  view  of 
npcDtance  unto  life:  and  the  majesty  and  glory  of 
that  God  against  whom  we  have  sinned,  with  our 
relations  and  obligations  to  him,  as  aggravating  the 
diminaUty  of  our  conduct ;  and  have  shewn,  that  we 
arc  all  thus  brought  in  guilty  before  God,  of  num- 
berless and  heinous  transgressions,  whatever  be  our 
character  among  men.  These  considerations  are 
suited  to  ^hew  us  our  need  of  repentance,  of  mercy, 
of  the  Saviour's  atoning  blood,  and  of  sanctification 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  then  our  minds  be  prepared 
by  a  genuine  conviction,  that  thb  is  really  our  state^ 
and  Aese  our  ui^ent  wants,  to  welcome  the  message 
of  die  gospel ;  the  present  subject,  which  leads  us  to 
consider  the  love  of  Chrisis  to  lost  sinners  in  gene* 
nU  and  to  penitents  in  particular,  cannot  but  be  sea* 
amable. 

^'  What  man  of  you,"  says  the  condescending  Sa* 
Yuxir  even  to  his  murmuring  opposers,  '*  having  an 
*'  hundred  sheep ;  if  he  lose  one  of  them,  will  not 
'*  leave  the  ninety  and  nme  in  the  wilderness,  and  go 
«<  after  diat  which  is  lost,  until  he  find  it  ?"  The 
hundred  sheep  are  his  valued  property  :  one  of  them 
is  lost;  the  rest  are  safe  in  the  pasture.  And  his 
principal  care  and  pains  are  not  employed  about  the 
ninety  and  nine,  but  about  the  single  sheep  that  is 
missing.  He  leaves  the  rest  as  not  equally  needing 
Ins  presence,  and  goes  from  place  to  place,  with  la« 
hour  and  fatigue,  to  seek  after  that  which  is  lost :  nor 
does  be  remit  his  assiduity,  or  cease  from  his  anxious 
search,  till  at  length  he  finds  it.  Then  he  thinks 
Imnaelf  well  recompensed  for  his  past  labour ;  and 
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^^  laying  it  on  his  shoulders,  rejoicing,''  he  carries  it 
to  the  fold :  and  going  home,  ^^  he  calleth  together 
'*  his  friends  and  neighbours,  saying  unto  them.  Re* 
^'joice  with  me;  for  I  have  found  my  sheep  which 
"  was  lost," — What  then  are.  we  to  learn  from  this 
parable?  Our  Lord  himself  answers  the  enquiry; 
when  he  adds,  '^  I  say  unto  you,  that  likewise  joy 
**  shall  be  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb, 
^*  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  just  persons,  w^hicb 
"  need  no  repentance." 

But  who  are  theee  *^  just  persons,  that  need  no  re* 
pentance  ?"  Certainly  none  on  earth  have  a  right  to 
consider  themselves  as  such ;  but  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  numbers  do  not  perceive  or  feel  their  need  of  re* 
pentance.    The  murmurs  of  the  Pharisees^  whom: 
our  Lord  addressed,  shewed  this  to  be  their  proud*, 
sentiment :  and  he  often  spoke  to  men,  according  19  ' 
tlieir  judgment  of  themselves,  and  not  according  to  ^ 
their  real  character.     The  chapter  before  us  contains- ; 
a  remarkable  instance  of  this :  for  in  the  parable  of  the  ■:. 
prodigal  son,  the  elder  brother  is  introduced,  when  ^] 
in  a  very  proud  and  disobedient  spirit,  saying,  **  Lo, 
**  these  many  years  do  I  serve  thee ;  neither  tranK'^ 
^*  gressed  I  at  anytime  thy  commandment ;"  andUi 
frither  is  afterwards  represented  as  saying,  *^  SaD$ 
'^  thou  art  ever  with  nve,  and  all  that  I  have  is  thine 
though  it  is  evident  that  the  parable  was  intended 
rebuke  the  vain  confidence  of  the  proud  Pharisees, 
well  as  to  encourage  humble  penitents. 

But  should  any  person  doubt  respecting  this  in 
pretation ;  we  may  remember  that  angels  in  heavd 
need  no  repentance  :  yet  the  Saviour's  care,  and  l$i* 
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]|^,  and  sufierings,  were  not  employed  about  them ; 
1^  in  behalf  of  poor  lost  sinners  on  earth :  nor  does 
iri^oice  over  angels,  as  be  does  over  every  sinner 
dbt  repents. — Even  those  who  have  been  brought 
MW  to  his  fold,  and  are  walkirtg  in  his  ordinances 
4H  oomroandments,  need  not  that  kind  and  degree 
il^epentance,  which  they  do,  who  are  yet  wandering 

broad  way :  and  every  new  instance  of  one 
to  repentance  excites  fresh  joy  in  heaven ; 
the  good  Shepherd  '^  rejoices  that  he  has 
his  sheep  that  was  lost ;"  and  calls  on  all  his 

to  rejoice  with  him. 
vTbere  are  publick  successes,  which  make  whole 

resound  with  joyful  acclamations :  yet  we  are 
taught  by  the  sacred  oracles,  to  think  that  the 

of  God  generally  unite  in  rejoicings  of  this 
^Dd.  But  had  we  been  previously  informed,  that 
PB^  event,  and  but  one,  frequently  occurs  on  earth, 
riKh  fills  all  heaven  with  joy  and  praise,  our  curio. 
XCcj  would  have  been  excited,  our  imagination  would 
bnre  been  earnestly  employed,  our  expectations 
vould  have  been  raised;  and  probably  we  should 
lave  felt  some  disappointment,  as  well  as  surprise, 
liteo  we  found  it  was  merely,  because  some  poor 
criminal,  perhaps  scandalous  for  his  crimes,  perhaps 
neglected  because  of  his  low  condition  or  mean  abi- 
lities, in  a  cottage,  an  almshouse,  or  a  prison,  was 
weciMiig  for  sin,  crying  for  mercy,  and  almost  over* 
vhdmed  with  a  sense  of  guilt,  and  merited  dread  of 
condemnation !  Yet  *'  there  is  joy  in  the  presence  of 
"  die  angels  of  God,  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth." 
Without  entering  into  a  minute  interpretation  of 
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"  the  end  of  the  world :"  He,  who  could  promise *to 
give  his  disciples  **  a  mouth  and  wisdom,  which  no 
**  enemy  could  gainsay  or  resist :"  He^  whom  "  all 
**  angels  worship,^  came  into  the  world,  was  made  ki 
the  likeness  of  men,  became  flesh,  and  tabernacled 
among  us.  But  what  brought  him  down  from  the 
realms  of  light  ?  Love !  not  to  our  character  or  con- 
duct, but  love  to  us  as  bst  sinners ! — He  pitied  our 
wretchedness,  while  he  abhorred  our  crimes!  He 
anticipated  even  our  desires,  and  our'  consctousoess 
of  misery  and  danger !  ^*  It  is  a  feithful  saying,  and 
*^  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
^*  into  the  world  to  save  sinners :  even  the  chief  of 
"  sinners.'* — "  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lobd 
<«  Jesus  Christ  ;  how  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet 
**  for  your  sakes  he  became  poof ;  that  ye,  through 

r 

"  his  poverty,  might  be  made  rich.** 

When  he  thus  assumed  *^  the  form  of  a  servant," 
from  compassion  to  the  lost  and  wretched ;  he  did 
not  appear  in  a  state  of  outward  splendour,  but  in  the 
deepest  poverty ;  and  while  he  refused  to  act  as-li 
Judge,  and  shunned  those  who  would  have  made  hiflf 
a  King ;  yet,  as  the  tender  Shepherd  seeking  his  lodl' 
sheep,  he  performed,  and  so  dignified,  the  office  off 
preacher,  by  making  that  his  peculiar  constant  cflj^ 
ployment.  s: 

With  weary,    toilsome   steps,    he  traversed  jf 
whole  land  of  Israel ;  (a  stranger  to  those  accoi 
dations  with  which  the  most  of  us  are  indulged ;) 
made  it  the  business  of  his  life  to  seek  out  and 
the  lost.    He  pitied  the  ignorant  and  neglected,  " 
"  cause  they  were  as  sheep  not  having  a  shephcrfj 
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and  allowed  himself  no  space  for  re^t  or  refreshment, 
(often  reserving  only  the  nocturnal  hours  for  secret 
devotion,)  that  he  might  lose  no  opportunity  of  bring* 
ing  lost  sheep  to  the  fold  of  God.     This  was  his 
meat,  his  pleasure,  and  his  joy  :  and  here,  especially, 
be  hath  left  his  ministers  ^^  an  example  that  they 
^  should  follow  his  steps.''    This  was  the  business 
of  his  life :  still  more ^  this  was  the  end  of  his  agony 
and  death.     **  All  we,  like  sheep,''  (says  the  pro. 
phet,  above  seven  hundred  years  before  the  Saviour's 
birth,)  "  All  we,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray ;  we 
*'  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way ;  and  the 
"  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."— 
**  He  was  led  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a 
"sheep  before  her  shearer  is  dumb,  so  he  opened 
'*  not  his  mouth."     In  like  manner  another  prophet, 
in  the  name  of  God  says,  **  Awake,  O  sword,  against 
*^  the  Shepherd,  against  the  man  that  is  my  fellow, 
**  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts;  smite  the  Shepherd." 
And  thus  Christ,  taking  these  prophecies  as  be-' 
longing  to  him,  says,  '^  I  am  the  good  Shepherd ; 
the  good  Shepherd  layeth  down  his  life  for  the 
sheep."    View  then,  the  incarnate  Word  and  Son 
of  God,  Immanuel,  agonizing  in  the  garden,  and 
expiring  on  the  cross ;  not  for  sinners  as  already  re- 
penting, but  to  make  way  for  their  repentance  and 
salvation  !— -^Oh,  the  depth  of  his  condescension  and 
compassion !  the  riches  of  his  4iberality  !  the  great- 
ncss  of  bis  self-denying  love  ! — words  fail,  and  evefi 
imag^tion  b  lost  on  such  a  subject.  —But  can  we 
suppose,  that  he  stooped  so  low,  and  laboured  and 

soflEered  so  much,  for  sinners,  while  impeoitently  re« 
Vox..  II.  C  c 
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bellious ;  and  then  that  he  will,  after  all,  reject  any 
of  those,  who  in  consequence  are  brought  humbly  to 
seek  his  salvation?  Consider  him  as  stooping,  and 
.Ueedii^,  and  dying,  for  the  vilest  of  rebels  and  ene- 
mies :  and  then  conceive  him,  if  you  can,  sternly  re- 
jecting the  humble  requests  of  the  poor  supplicant 
who  with  tears  and  confusion,  and  deep  contrition, 
intreats  his  mercy,  and  determines  to  know  no  other 
hope* 

Before  we  proceed,  let  us  not  forget  to  think  of 
this  gracious  Saviour,  weeping  over  ungrateful  Jcru* 
salcm,  and  die  miseries  to  which  it  was  devoted;  and 
prajring  when  nailed  to  the  cross  for  his  murderers ; 
y  Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what  they 
<<  da"  Nor  let  it  be  lost  sight  of,  that  ^*  Jesus  is 
*'  the  same,  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.'' 

The  commission  and  instruction  given  to  Us  apos- 
tles, when  he  sent  them  forth  to  preach  the  gospel, 
were  perfectly  coincident  with  these  encouraging  re^ 
.presentations  of  his  personal  ministry.  *^  Other 
*^  sheep,'*  says  he,  **  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this 
**  fold :  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hes* 
*^  my  voice,  and  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and  one 
**  Shepherd."  **  Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but 
**  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  in  me  through 
"  their  word."  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
**  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,  he  that  be- 
^'  licveth  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved ;  and  he  that 
"  believcth  not,  shall  be  damned."* — Indeed,  what 
is  the  commission  of  Christ  to  his  ministers,  in 
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tveiy  agCy  but  that  expressed  in  the  words  of  our 

crdifiatioa  service?  *  To  seek  for  Christ's  sheep 

*  Aat  are  dispersed  abroad ;  and  for  his  children,  who 

^  are  in  the  midst  of  this  naughty  world,  that  they 

^may  be  saved  through  Christ  for  ever.'    This  we 

dl  most  sofemnly  promise  to  do,  when  we  are  ad- 

•  aatted  to  our  sacred  function ;  and  ibis  must  form 

Qoe  grand  object  of  all  our  subsequent  ministrations, 

if  wc  would  fulfil  the  vows  of  Go2>  that  are  upon  us. 

And  what  are  our  instructions  in  this  great  con- 
cern? We  are  commanded  to  preach,  ^'  Repentance 
^towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jssu9 
^Christ  :''  to  assure  our  hearers,  of  every  charac- 
kTy  that  **  all  things  are  ready  ;^  U>  invite,  persuade 
opostulate,  **  instantly,  in  season,  out  of  season;'' 
ad  even  **  to  compel  them  to  come  in ;"  certainly^ 
by  no  other  compulsion,  than  that  of  convincing  ar« 
goments,  urgent  persuasions,  and  reiterated  exhorta- 
tions. '*  Now  then,  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ  ; 
<<  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray 
^  you,  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.'* 
— '*  We  also,  as  fellow- workers  together  with  him» 
*'  beseech  you  also,  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of 
••  God  in  vain." 

We  are  instructed,  not  only  to  inform  you  of  what 
God  has  done  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  and  of 
what  Christ  has  suffered  for  sins,  and  of  liia  pre- 
vailing intercession  for  all  '^  who  come  to  God  by 
*^  him  ;*'  not  only  to  propose  these  blessings  to  you  : 
but  also  to  urge  most  earnestly  your  acceptance  of 
them :  to  take  no  denial ;  to  renew  our  invitations 
and  expostulations ;  to  ventiu^  your  displeasure  and 
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contempt,  in  seeking  your  salvation ;  and  never  to 
remit  or  cease  from  our  endeavours,  till  you  forsake 
our  ministry,  or  either  you  or  we  are  called  to  tho 
tribunal  of  God. 

And  what  is  that  peculiar  work  of  the  Holy  Spiriti 
of  which  so  much  is  said  in  the  Scriptures,  especially 
in  the  New  Testament,  and  of  which,  alas !  sd  little 
is  heard  from  many  pulpits  in^this  Christian  couptry? 
**  He  shall  convince  the  world  of  sin,  of  righteous 
**  ness,  and  of  judgment."    **  He  shall  glorify  me; 
*'  for  be  shall  receive  of  mine,  and  shall  shew  it  unto 
^*  you/* — His  first  work,  as  proceeding  from  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  consists  in  quickening  the  dead 
in  sin,  bringing  the  prodigal  to  himself,  humblii^ 
the  proud  heart,  subduing  the  stout  spirit,  awakening"  : 
the  careless  conscience ;  and  shewing  the  criminal  hir*  ,  | 
guilt,  the  justice  of  God  in  his  condemnation,  and 
the  future  judgment,  witli  all  its  solemnities  and  awfol 
Consequences.     When  this  has  been  effected ;  and 
the  convinced  transgressor  is  brought  to  despair  of 
salvation,  except  through  mercy  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus:  the  same  effectual  Teacher  glorifies  the  Sa* 
viour,  shews  the  suitableness,  fulness,  and  freenctf 
of  his  salvation  ;  and  bqngs  the  desponding  peniteni»^^ 
to  *•  count  all  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  tW^ 
^*  knowledge  of  Christ,    and  his  atonement  an^ 
righteousness.  -4 

This  then  is  tlie  fact  referred  to.    The  sinner  licii* 
the  gospel,  is  brought  to  repentance,  to  submis^oiM'' 
to  earnest  desires  of  salvation,  to  a  cordial  acceptan||i^ 
of  Christ,  according  to  the  degree  of  knowledge  m 
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ady  attained ;  and  to  diligent  search  after  more  com* 
lent  instruction  in  the  truth  and  will  of  God. 

The  persons,  thus  humbled  and  earnest;  may  have 
sen  of  divers  previous  characters,  some  more  and 
)ine  less  moral ;  the  degrees  of  their  capacity  or  in- 
frmation  may  widely  difier ;  and  also  their  rank  and 
ition  in  society  :  but  they  now  all  understand  the 
postle's  language,,  which  before  they  either  over- 
loked  or  disliked,  '^  There  is  no  difference,  for  all 
'have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.'' 

When  Peter  addressed  the  Jews,  on  the  day  of 
FbtecosC,  and  thousands  embraced  the  gospel,  even 
of  those  who  had  concurred  in  crucifying  the  Lord 
tf|^ary  :  then  this  joyful  event  took  place  in  num'e* 
IQQ8  instances.  The  good  Shepherd  found  and  re* 
joiDed  over  his  lost  sheep.  When  the  poor  jailor  be- 
p^  trembling,  to  cry  out,  ^^  What  must  I  do  to  be 
^■ved?"  and  gladly  welcomed  the  message  of  thb 
goipel ;  it  was  a  single  but  illustrious  instance  of  the 
•mc  kind.  We  are  not  favoured  with  such  success 
n  Peter  witnessed ;  but  from  time  to  time,  one  and 
&otber,  like  the  jailor,  makes  the  interesting  enquiry, 
■id  welcomes  the  scriptural  answer.  And  whether 
»  obscure  person  in  a  cottage,  or  a  prison,  is  con- 
Tttted,  or  ten  thousand  at  once  are  converted ;  not  a 
D^e  instance  is  overlooked:  Christ  rejoices  over 
is  lost  sheep,  and  calls  on  us  to  rejoice  likewise. 

n.  Then^  what  do  we  learn  from  this  expression, 
'  Rejoice  with  me  ?"  Wc  may  suppose  the  peni- 
Bt,  not  only  bowed  down  by  a  sense  of  past  guilt, 
Dt  oppressed  by  feeling  much  remaining  stoutness 
f  spirit  and  hardness  of  heart ;  which  though  not  be- 
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« 

fbre  aware  of,  he  now  begins  to  percdve  and  tement 
Perhaps  he  recollects,  not  merely  outward  sbs ;  but 
(which  b  often  the  case  with  moral  persons)  a  proud 
contempt  of  the  doctrines  and  ministry  of  the  gospd, 
and  many  sarcastical  remarks  on  pious  persons,  tint 
lie  with  peculiar  weight  upon  the  conscienoe.-->Mmjr 
things  may  recur  to  his  mind,  of  convictions  rcptCMcdy 
itfid  prejudices  indulged,  and  resolutions  broken,  and 
sins  committed  against  knowledge  and  conscieiioe, 
and  attempts  made  to  obtain  quiet  from  lax  and  im«' 
scriptural  views ;  inducing  a  fear,  lest  something  btf 
taken  place,  which  may  exclude  him  finommeny; 
or  lest  he  should  have  committed  the  unpardonabte 
sin. — On  this  subject,  I  can  only  at  present  say,  lliil 
they  who  are  most  alarmed  on  that  account,  ace  tka 
least  likely  to  be  the  persons  spoken  of;  that  evcqr 
sin  is  unpardonable  without  repentance;  and  tfMrtl 
sin  is  unpardonable  if  repented  o£*— Now  it  is  faocr 
supposed,  that  this  discouraged  enquirer  eanicid|| 
begs  of  God  '  to  give  him  repentance  and  his  Hdjp 
*  Spirit;'  and  amidst  all  difficulties,  desires  stilll^ 
believe,  and  hope,  and  submit,  and  rdy,  andpn/,' 
and  admit  no  other  confidence.  I  would  therefbrtf 
add,  that  even  over  such  a  case  as  this,  Christ  ii^ 
represented  as  rejoicmg ;  while  the  sinner  is  weq)iii|^ 
trembling,  and  tempted  to  despond.  \ 

Let  ns  recur  to  the  representation  given  in  the  p^ 
rable. — Suppose  a  shepherd  bestowing  pains, 
exposing  himself  to  hardship  and  fatigue,  and 
haps  to  imminent  danger,  in  seeking  a  .lost 
would  he  feel  no  satbfaction  when  he  had  found  *$i 
though,  through  simplicity,  it  feared  and  fled  fitW 
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hila  as  an  enemy  ?  Thus,  when  the  sinner  is  brought 
to  see  his  guilt  and  misery :  even  though  his  views  be 
darkoiedy  and  his  hope  disturbed,  through  ignorance 
and  prejudice;  **  yet  the  Redeemer  sees  of  the  travail 
'*  of  his  soul,"  (in  Cethsemane  and  on  Calvary,) 
**  and  is  satisfied."  This  was  no  small  part  of  **  the 
*'  jogr  aet  before  him,"  when,  **  he  endured  the  cross 
'*  and  despised  the  shame." 

Efcry  repenting  sinner  is  a  monument  of  Ca  a  i  s  t's 
viclDiy  over  the  powers  of  darkness,  and  of  the  e£Ei* 
a^ '  of  his  atonement,  intercession,  and  grace. 
Ereijr  one  is  an  immortal  soul  saved  from  eternal  mi* 
wy  and  brought  into  the  way  of  eternal  life.  Every 
esampie  of  God's  merc^  in  converting  an 
of  Satan,  active  in  doing  mischief,  into  a 
iBrvwt  of  Christ,  employed  in  willingly  promoting 
ds  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  on  earth.  Thus, 
inall  instances  of  sinnera  being  brought  to  true  re* 
pcolanoe,  and  seeking  salvation  by  Christ,  an  ac- 
oearioo  is  made  to  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and 
Satan's  is  proportionably  diminished  and  enfeebled. 
"  Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father-^who  hath  delivered 
<«  us  fiom'  the  power  of  darkness,  and  translated  us 
*'  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son,  in  whom  we 
*'  hare  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  for* 
''  giveness  of  our  sins."* 

This  then  iii'as  the  great  abject  when  the  plan  of 
salvation  was  formed ;  when  the  Son  of  God  became 
iucarnatc  ;  when  be  bled  upon  the  cross;  when,  risen 
knd  ascended,  he  sent  his  apostles  to  preach  the  gos* 
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pel ;  and  when  he  communicates  his  Spirib  to  render 
it  effectual :  and  can  he  but  rejoice,  when  the  grot 
end  of  all  his  labours,  sufierings,  and  counsels,  is 
answered  ? 

Would  a  &ther,  who  had  spared  no  labour  and 
cxpence  to  reclaim  a  profligate  son ;  who  had  retained 
his  paternal  affection  through  a  long  series  of  provo- 
cations and  disappointments ;  who  had  persevered  for 
a  long  course  of  dme,  while  the  case  seemed  hope- 
less :  would  he,  I  say,  not  rejoice,  when  his  endea* 
vours  were  crowned  with  .full  success?  Surely  be 
could  not  see  the  repenting  rebel  a  suppliant  at  hb 
feet,  confessing  his  crimes  with  all  their  aggravations, 
and  most  submissively  imploring  forgiveness  and  re** 
conciliation,  though  ready  to  fear  a  repulse,  without  • 
the  most  lively  emotions  of  satis&ction.     It  is  imptfi^ 
sible,  but  he  must  inwardly  rejoice ;  unless  he,  wb? 
had  the  heart  of  a  father  while  the  son  was  a  rebd^ 
could  be  turned  into  a  monster  when  his  son  became 
a  penitent.     Prudence  indeed  might  dictate  the  oilt^ 
ward  expression  of  his  joy,  and  that  perhaps  in  a  wqf. 
not  quite  so  pleasing  to  the  suppliant's  feelings ;  bS0 
beyond  all  doubt,  they  would  be  directed  to  the  pitt^ 
moting  of  his  permanent  advantage.  ^ 

We  learn  then  from  the  expression,  ^^  Rejoice  tumm 
'*  we,"  that  the  penitent  sinner  is  sure  to  find  a  coig 
dial  welcome  from  him  who  *'  came  to  seek  and  HP 
*'  save  that  which  was  lost."  '  ^ 

All  the  love  of  Christ  to  sinners,  which  has  besi 
before  considered ;  all  the  means  used,  and  the  dim 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  communicated,  in  ordBL. 
to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  their  guilt  and  dang%- 
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tnd  to  render  them  willing  to  accept  of  ibia  saWatiotv  t 

ce  so  many  demonstrations,  thatiia- que, :  however 

gmltgr. or  enslaved  by.sin^  shall  be  rejected  when  thus 

brought  to  aee^  inercy  .and  grace  as. proposed  io  the 

(pspeL     The  prodigal  is  at  length:  induced  tp  say; 

^1  will  go  to  my.  father,  and  say  unto  him,  Father, 

''I  have  sinned  ^g^inst  heaven  and  before  thee,,  and 

'^am  DO  more  worchy  to  be  called  thy  son  :'^  ;wd  will 

it  &ther  now  spurn  him  froni  him,  and  leave  hinx 

akhst  to  perish?  No-r*'*  He  looketh  up<H&  men,  and 

"if  any  say,  I  have . simied,^  I  have  perverted  that 

"  which  is  ri^t,  and  it  profi^ted  me  not-;  he  will  de- 

'*  liver  his  soul  froiti  going  down  into  the  |hc,  :and  his 

"^  life  shaH.  xe  the  light."    The  good  Shepheitl  has 

Rgained  hiaidst  sheep;,  aad  says  to  his  friends -and 

ad^ibours,  **  rejoice  wkhmcj  for  I  have- found  my 

** sheep  that  was  lost.''.  And  i£ any,  like  the  Phari«- 

aees,  and  the  elder  brother  in  the  parable,  object^  and 

find  fiuilt,  he  will  Vindicate  his  own  proceedings,  and 

pot  them  tQ  shanie  and  silence. 

Certainly  this  is  the  view  of  the  subject,  which 

these  parables,   spoken  for  thai;  ver/  purpose,  are 

suited  to  convey.    And  the  general  temmr  of  SerifK- 

ture  accords  to  it.    How  emphatical  the  language  of 

Goo  by  his  Prophet  concerning  Ephraim !  '*  I  have 

"  surely  beard  Ephraim  bemoaning  himself  thus  s 

'*  Thou  hast  chastised  me,  and  I  was  chastised,  as  a 

**  bullock  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke.    Turn  thou 

«  me,  and  I  shall  be  turned,  for  thou  art  thp  Load 

**  my  God. — Is  Ephraim  my  dear  son  ?  Is  he  a  plea-^ 

^Vaant  duld?  For  since  I  spake  against  him,  I  do 

'*  earnestly  remember  him  stilL    Therefore  my  bow- 
Vet.  II.  D  o 
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^*  els  are  troubled  for  him.    I  will  surely  have  n 
*^  upon  him^  saith  the  Lord."^ 

Indeed,  the  kindness  and  condescenmon  of  Ch  r 
as  recorded  m  the  gospel,  during  hb  personal  n 
tty,  were  entirely  coincident  with  these  represi 
tions.  He  never  despised  or  frowned  on  any 
who  came  to  him,  however  mean  or  vile ;  but 
always  accessible  and  compassionate :  and  in  thi 
in  all  other  respects,  he  **  hath  left  us  an  exan 
*'  that  we  should  follow  his  steps." 

Simon,  the  Pharisee,  disdained  *^  the  woman 
'*  Mras  a  sinner,"  when,  as  a  weeping  pemtent, 
washed  our  Lord's  *^  feet  with  tears,  and  w 
^*  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head."  But  he  g 
ously  noticed  the  evidences  of  her  faith  and  love 
declared  that  ^^  her  sins,  though  many,  were 
^*  given."  He  said  to  her,  ^*  thy  faith  hath  si 
**  thee,  gp  in  peace." 

In  like  manner,  when  censured  for  becoming 
guest  of  Zaccheus  the  publican ;  having  heard 
profession  of  penitent  faith,  he  declared  for  his  eni 
ragement,  *^  This  day  is  salvation  come  to  this  hoi 
**  for  as  much  as  he  also  is  a  son  of  Abraham* 
*'  the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save 
"  which  was  lost." — And  even  to  the  thief  upon 
cross,  who  confessed  his  guilt,  and  said,  **  Lord, 
*^  member  me,  when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdoi 
amidst  his  own  agonizing  tortures  he  replied,  ^* 
**  rily,  I  say  unto  thee,  this  day  shalt  thou  be  i 
"  me  in  paradise.'' 
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uniform  conduct  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  to« 
^Viris  those  who  were  humbly  sensible  of  their  guilt 
danger,  appeared  still  more  remarkable  and  in- 
ive,  if  contrasted  with  his  addresses  to  the  self- 
Scribes  and  Pharisees ;  in  which  he  uses 
strongest  language  of  just  severity  and  authorita- 
rebuke :  *'  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that  the  pub- 
9  Jicans  and  harlots  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
•f^lieaven  before  you." — "  Ye  serpents,  ye  genera- 
?  ticm  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of 
lidl  T^  There  is  in  some  men,  a  sort  of  indolent 
of  temper,  which  induces  an  indiscriminate 
to  persons  of  all  characters,  at  least  as  &r  as 
can  go :  but  the  marked  diflference  of  address, 
our  Lord  made  use  of,  in  speaking  to  theself- 
us,  and  to  the  humble  penitent,  forms  such  a 
St,  that  we  are  sure  there  must  be,  in  hisjudg- 
^Mtntj  something  essentially  different  in  the  state  of 
w^Adr  hearts,  which  according  to  the  plan  of  the  gos- 
^'*pd  requires  this  marked  discrimination. 

When  Saul  of  Tarsus,  being  met  with  in  the  way 
^;  to  Damascus,  became  a  humble  suppliant,  the  com. 
*    pasaonate  Saviour  whom  he  had  persecuted,  takes 
*   nodce  of  it  to  Ananias,  ^*  Behold  he  prayeth."    And 
^   Ananias,  sent  expressly  to  assure  him  of  pardon  and 
peace,  and  to  restore  his  sight  as  a  pledge  of  further 
mercies,  accosts  this  wolf,  which  had  so  cruelly  de- 
stroyed the  sheep  of  Christ,  with  the  cordial  ad- 
dress,  **  Brother,   Saul,  the    Lord,    even   Jesus, 
'*  whom  thou  sawest  in  the  way,  hath  sent  me  unto 
**  thee.''    It  is'  probable  that  Saul,  during  his  three 
days'  weeping  and  fasting,  in  darkness  and  distress, 
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had  feared  lest  he  had  sinned  beyond  the  reach  of 
mercy :  but  no  objecdons  were  made  against  him  on 
account  of  his  ]p^  most  atrocious  crimes;  and  as 
soon  as  he  began  to  repent,  and  was  willing  to  be 
saved  in  the  way  of  the  gospel,  he  ^vas  heartily  wd* 
corned,  both  by  the  Lo  ft  d  and  by  his  miniafters, 
'  The  iOtd  Testament  affords  aiiinstatrce  fto  less  cx« 
traordinary.  Manassdi  had  fiHed  Jeriisalem  with 
abominable  idolatries,  and  with  iifndcent  blood ;  he 
had  persisted  and  increased  in  wickedness  beyond  . 
example,  in  defiance  of  warnings  sent  from  God  by 
his  prophets ;  he  had  used  his  authority  to  induce  his 
people  to  comply  with  his  abominations  i  loid  yet| 
when,  ^*  in  affliction  he  besought  the  LoRD^hisGoDt 
^*  and  humbled  himself  greatly  before  the  God  of  U^ 
^*  fathers  ;•  he  was  intreated  of  hiin,  ^nd  heard  hp 
^*  supplication." 

But  the  parable,  in  this  chapter,  of  the  prodigri 
son,  which  has  been  repeatedly  alluded  to,  is  perhaps 
the  most  decisive  on  the  subject  that  can  be  conceivcdL 
It  was  spoken  on  purpose  to  encourage  the  penitent^ 
and  to  reprove  those  who  disdained  them.  No  sooner 
is  the  prodigal,  whose  conduct  had  been  most  bast^ 
brought  to  hiqnself,  and  induced  to  return  home; 
but  the  father,  sees  him  afar  off,  runs  to  meet  biflli 
prevents  his  confessions  and  intreaties,  hastens  l| 
speak  peace  and  comfort  to  his  dejected  heart,  ail ' 
welcomes  him  with  every  token  of  afiection  and  jpj^' 

The  Lord  indeed  often  leaves  the  awakened  abi< 
Tier,  for  a  time  to  sow  in  tears,  and  tremble  at  hil 
word ;  in  order  to  humble  and  prove  him,  and  to  dl 
htm  good  at  the  latter  end ;  but,  if  truly  penitent^  1^ 
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^  be  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed ; 
^  be  shall  doubtfess  come  again  rejoicing,  and  bring 
'*  his  sheaves  with  him.**  Hq  may  for  a  season  mourn 
in  darkness,  and  fear  lest  his  case  be  hopeless :  but 
ere  long  he  shall  say,  '^  O  Lom,  I  wall  praise  thee; 
**  though  thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is 
^turned  away,  and  thou  comfortest  me.  Behold, 
*^  God  is  become  my  Salvation :  I  will  trust  and  not 
^be  afiraid;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  Strength 
**nd  my  Song,  he  also  is  become  my  salvation. 
**  Therefore'with  joy  shall  ye  draw  waters  out  of  the 
*ivdl8  of  salvation.*** 

•^Whatever  then  is  needful  of  instruction,  pardon, 
iMcdfication,  strength,  liberty,  or  comfort,  shall  in 
4etime  be  vouchsafed:  and  the  Lord  himself  will 
tijaiee  over  the  poor  penitent  to  do  him  good,  **  to 

*  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace. "  For  "  where 
iiliHsabcyunded,  grace  much  more  abounds. " 

IIL  Then  I  proceed  to  consider  what  we  may  learn 
fcom  the  call  given  us  to  rejoice  with  the  good  **  Shep- 
••|»d,  when  he  has  found  his  sheep  that  was  lost*' 

I  apprehend  this  call  was  not  merely  intended  as 
H  additional  encouragement  to  the  poor  trembling 
Ui  mourning  penitent,  though  it  is  exceedingly 
med  to  answer  this  end  :  but  also  to  teach  us  some 
bportant  parts  of  our  duty,  which  we  are  too  apt  to 
ivfrlook. — If  indeed  we  *'  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay 

•  bold  on  the  hope  set  before  us"  in  the  gospel ;  if  we 
■ve  found  **  peace  and  joy  in  believing,"  and  "  have 
'  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious  :  *'  it  should  be  one 
rand  aim  and  design  of  our  future  lives,  by  all  pro- 

*  Is.  ;tiv 
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per  means,  to  induce  others  to  seek,  a  share  in  the 
same  inestimable  blessings.  This  is  by  no  means 
exclusively  the  work  of  ministers ;  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  christians,  in  their  families  and  neighbourhood ; 
among  their  relatives  and  connexions ;  in  their  sphere 
of  action,  whether  contracted  or  more  extended ;  and 
according  to  the  talents  committed  to  their  stewazd- 
ship. 

^*  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  wa^  also  in 
**  Christ  Jbsus."  Did  he  stoop  so  low,  so  deny 
himself,  and  suffer  such  unknown  agonies,  from 
love,  not  to  the  holy  or  to  his  friends,  but  to  lost 
sinners,  rebels,  and  enemies ;  to  us  when  viewed  tk 
these  characters  ?  Let  us  imbibe  his  spirit,  let  us  not 
be  indifierent  to  the  eternal  interests  of  those  around 
us,  however  vile  or  injurious.  Let  us  despair  of  no 
man,  harbour  prejudices  against  none,  or  indulge  it- 
sentment  on  account  of  any  provocations,  however 
many  and  great.  While  our  foes,  perhaps,  maf 
even  thirst  for  our  blood,  let  us  desire  and  seek  for 
their  salvation.  — What  language  does  the  aposde  use 
on  this  subject !  "  God  is  my  record,  how  greatly  l 
"  long  after  you,  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ.** 
*'  My  little  children,  of  whom  I  travail  in  birth  agaili| 
*'  till  Christ  be  formed  in  you."  This  was  indeel' 
"  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ  /esus,"  and  shoutfT' 
be  in  us  all.  •' 

There  is  a  way  of  speaking,  concerning  the  ig«h> 
rant  or  immoral,  too  common  even  among  such  ii^ 
profess  to  believe  the  gospel ;  which  seems  to  impljjl 
that  they  are  hopeless  characters,  and  that  no  goqi 
can  be  done  to  them  :  and  when  this  idea  prevails,  it 


; 


SERMON    VIII.  215 

is  not  likelj  any  proper  means  of  doing  them  good 
should  be  attempted  with  earnestness  and  perseve- 
rance. But  whoever  duly  remembers  all  the  particu- 
lars of  his  own  case,  and  all  the  patience  and  mercy 
which  the  Lord  has  shewn  to  him,  will  not  readily 
conceive  more  difficulties  or  greater  unworthiness  in 
anotfacTy  than  have  been  overcome  and  pardoned,  in 
Ininging  him  into  the  liberty  and  comfort  of  the' 
gospel 

While  therefore,  in  our  several  places,  we  use  all 
Bucl)  means  of  bringing  sinners  to  repentance  and  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  as  consist  with  our  character 
and.situation ;  and  watch  for  opportunities  of  dropping 
some  hint,  pr  putting  something  in  the  way  of  those 
to  whom  we  have  access,  which  may  awaken  their 
attention :  let  us  remember  all  our  brethren,  who,  in 
diflferent  parts  of  the  world,  and  by  various  methods^ 
are  making  similar  attempts.  The  ministers  of 
Christ  especially,  whose  constant  employment  this 
isy  or  should  be ;  and  who  often  labour,  with  a  de« 
gree  of  success  vastly  below  their  wishes  and  desires, 
are  entided  to  remembrance  in  your  daily  prayers.  If 
called  on  to  rejoice  with  Christ,  when  the  lost  sheep 
is  fiound ;  you  must  also  be  required  to  desire  that 
joyful  event  It  takes  place,  at  present,  alas !  but 
seldom,  to  what  it  has  done  in  former  times :  and 
how  loudly  does  this  call  upon  you,  ^'  to  strive  toge- 
**  thcr  in  prayer  for  us  ;*'  both  tliat  we  may  be  better 
qualified  for  the  work,  and  more  prospered  in  it! 
Perhaps  nothing  is  less  adequately  attended  to,  in 
general,  than  tlie  duty  of  praying  for  the  success  of 
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the  gospdy  and  that  *^  the  Lob  d  of  the  harvest  would 
*'  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest" 

In  the  present  lamentably  divided  state  of  the 
Christian  Churchi  a  temper  too  generally  prevails^ 
not  unlike  that  manifested  by  the  apostles^  when 
«  they  saw  one  casting  out  devils  in  Christ's  name  ( 
**  and  forbad  him,  because  he  followed  not  with 
^*  them  :"  and  our  Lord^s  reply  seems  to  be  little 
thought  of;  *^  Forbid  him  not;  for  he  that  is  not 
*'  against  us,  is  for  us«" 

No  doubt,  every  -  one  ought  to  b^  satisfied:  in  his 
own  mind,  as  to  his  proper  place  and  work,  and 
should  act  consistently  with  his  engagements;  not 
^'  doing  evil  that  good  may  come,"  or  even  cauaiiig^ . 
by  any  impropriety,  ^^  his  good  to  be  evil  spoken  otV 
But  if  we  candidly  look  around  us,  and  take  a  lai|^ 
view  of  the  Christian  Church,  we  shall  evidentlir 
perceive  that  God  brings  home  lost  sheep,  and  so 
causes  joy  in  heaven,  by  persons  who  are  very  bt 
from  exactly  coinciding  with  us,  in  those  things  pi^ 
which  we  perhaps  lay  an  undue  stress.     It  is  tqf  :- 
much  for  us  to  assume  it,  as  fact ^  that  our  views  aitL  ^. 
exclusively  scriptural;  for  other  conscientious'  mo^ 
are  equally  confident  in  their  opinions :  and  if  we  wbb^* 
sure  that  we  were  right  and  they  mistaken ;  yet,  afi^^ 
the  only  wise  God  sees  good  to  execute  a  part  of  fai|pf[ 
counsel  by  their  means ;  and  as  '*  there  is  joy  in  he^||^ 
**  ven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth ;"  it  does  Ml[|j| 
become  us  to  manifest  tlie  pharisaical  spirit  of  the  c||p>ii 
der  brother;  who  was  objecting  and  rnni[iliimn|^<i 
when  hb  fiither  and  the  whole  &mily  were  feastiq 
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:ii^  over  **  him  who  had  been  tost  and  was 

had  been  dead  and  was  alive.** 

il  was  sure  that  they  who  preached  CRtrtl' 

vy  and.  strife  were  wrong,  not  only  in  cir- 

?s,  but  in  the  radical  temper  of  their  hearts : 

seems,  they  preached  the  substance  of  the 

d  among  those  who  had  beeti  strangers  to 

It  aunners  were  by  their  means  brought  to 

e  and  faith  in  Christ,  he  determfaied  to 

their  success :  doubdess,  because  the  Sa«- 

s  on  ail  his  friends  to  rejoice  with  htm  when 

lis  lost  sheep.    As  to  ccmsequences,  he  left 

I  God  ;  as  also  the  judgment  to  be  awarded' 

who   wanted    ^*  to  add  affliction  to  his 

o  learn,  from  the  language  of  the  text^  that 
I,  with  caution,  encourage  eveiy  relenting 
who  have  hitherto  appeared-  stout- heaiteS* 
3  m  righteousness. — We  should  meet  with 
and  meekness  every  dawning  of  light  and 
1,  and  spare  no  pains  in  leading  forward  the 
'akened  sinner,  notwithstanding '  his  mis* 
^judices,  or  ignorance ;  imitating  him,  who 
t  quench  the  smoking  flax,  or  break  the 
reed."  It  is  indeed  proper  to  avoid  such 
ng  language,  as  may  tend  to  self*deception : 
:ver  can  inspire  the  hope  which  animates  to 
;  whatever  can  tend  *Mo  lift  up  the  hands 
ig  down,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees,  or 
Lraight  paths  for  the  feet ;  that  that  which  ia 
ay  not  be  turned  out  of  the  way,  but  rather 
led,"  should  be   pcrscvcringly  attempted, 

[I.  £  K 
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<<  Him  that  is  weak  in  the  fidth  reoeive  ye;  but  not 
"  to  doubtful  disputations." 

We  should  also  be  remmded  to  attend  to  another 
iqiostdicd  injunction  which  is  often  fbi^tten,  ^^  If  4 
'^  man  be  overtaken  in  a  &ult,  you  that  are  s^ritual 
'*  restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness ;  con- 
'^  sidering  thyself,  lest  thou  also  be  tempted.'^  For 
the  recovery  (tf  one,  who  seemed  in  our  judgment  to 
be  a  believer,  is  often  that  very  event  over  which 
ai^els  and  the  Lord  of  angels  rejoice.  ^'  Brethren^ 
'*  if  any  of  you  do  err  from  the  truth,  and  one  goo- 
^  vert  him  \  let  lum  know  that  he  who  convertedi  a 
'*  sinner  from  the  error  of  his  way,  shall  save  a  soul 
^<  from  death,  and  shall  hide  a  multitude  of  un&"«i» 
Let  us,  in  these  and  all  other  cases,  connected  widi 
the  joyful  event  refinred  to  in  the  test,  use  all  the 
means  we  can,  and  pray  fi^vendy  for  a  blessing  M 
every  attempt  made  by  others,  as  well  as  by  ourttdve^ 
all  over  the  workL  Let  us  expect  to  receive  answcn 
to  our  prajrers^  and  stand  prepared  to  bless  and  pam 
God,  whenever  we  hear  of  sinners  brought  to  vepeii* 
tance,  and  the  success  of  that  cause,  for  whkk 
Cabist  Jasus  came  into  the  world  and  shedfaia 
blood  upon  the  cross. 

Bredu-en,  you  have  heard  many  things  Goticenuq|^ 
the  love  of  Christ  to  sinners,  in  general,  and  to 
penting  sinners  in  particular ;  and  of  his  uns] 
condescension,   compassion,   and  loving  ki 
but  do  not,  on  this  ground,  conclude  that  he 
or  will  not  punish ;  '<  Despisest  thou  the  riches  of 
*^  goodness,  and  forbearance,  and  long  suffiaii^,  i 
^'  knowing  that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth  tliec 
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'<  repentance?  But  after  thjr  hardness  and  impenitent 
"  heart  treasurest  up  unto  thjrself  wrath  against  the 
^*  dajr  of  wradi,  and  revebition  of  the  righteous  judg- 
'*  ment  of  Gon ;  who  shall  render  to  every  one  ao* 
*'  OQiding  to  his  deeds  ?" — Notwiidistanding  the  in- 
cxpreauble  love  of  Christ,  he  will  at  length  *>  be 
^*  revealed  finom  heaven,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in 
<<  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  theAn  that  know 
^  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  his  gospel;  who  shall 
^  be  punished  with  an  everlasting  destruction  from 
^  Us  presence.  ^'-^^'  How  shall  we  then  escape,  if  we 
^n^lect  so  great  salvation?^'  They  who  %r^  voi- 
ImldcDe^  by  the  grace  of  the  gospel  to  continue  im- 
-penitent,  will  perish  with  the  most  aggravated  con- 
denuotion.  '*  Seek  the  Lord,^  therefiore,  ^*  while 
^  faa  may  be  found ;  call  upon  him  whUe  he  is  near  :*' 
and  beware  of  trusting  in  any  transient  impressions, 
wUdi  l^vc  no  abiding  efiect  on  your  general  temper 
and  conduct ;  for  no  persons  are  more  hopeless  in 
Aeir  impenitence,  than  they  who  groundlessly  think, 
tetdiey  have  repented  Yet,  be  thankful  for  any 
degree  oSJeeSng^  any  disposition  to  relent  and  sub- 
mit to  Gon :  but  give  diligence,  and  exercise  watch- 
fiilnesa,  that  these  convictions  may  be  rendered  deep- 
er, and  made  f&Qi^  effectual  in  producing  wcurks  meet 
for  repentance. 

•  We,  who  cannot  see  the  heart,  must  encourage 
whatever  appears  right :  but  you  should  look  to  God 
to  March  and  examine  you,  that  you  may  become 
acquainted  with  yourselves,  and  not  be  deceived  by 
4  rqpentance  which  must  eventually  be  repented  oL 
iT^kc  care,  in  this  view,  of  every  s(;heme  which  tends 
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fdjgioii  with  coofonnit y  to  the  world ; 
ia£  dl  smooch  and  soothing  ways  of  stating  the 
truths  of  Chrisiianity.  Whatever  your  con- 
dedarcs  should  be  broken  off,  given  up,  or 
to ;  cbcy  its  dictates  promptly  and  implicitlT. 
-And  in  thb  way, .  no  doubt,  you  will  be  led  forward 
to  cscaUishment  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  go^L 

If  any  have  had  impressions,  that  have  subsided, 
iiidxxit  producing  a  real  change,  they  must  begin  all 
mtr  igain  ;  and,  here  no  particular  directions  seem 
DDcdfttl,  except  not  to  yield  to  the  discouraging 
thought,  that  it  is  now  too  late.     Still,  still  it  is  said, 

-  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your 

-  hearts."  ^^  Behold,  now  is  the  accepted  time ;  be- 
*'hold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation."  And  slili 
CiaisT  says,  '^  Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  wiU 
^^mno  wise  cast  out." 

But,  above  all,  bewail  of  further  procrastination. 
Xone  can  say,  "  what  shall  be  on  tlie  morrow." 
**  The  Master  of  the  house  may  have  risen  up  and 
*•  shut  the  door  ;*•  and  then  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
**  stand  without,  and  to  say.  Lord,  open  to  us,"  as 
h  was  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world,  to  seek  ad- 
mission into  the  long-despised  Ark  of  Noah,  when 
tcr  daysof  the  Lord's  long-suffering  were  etnded. 
Viy,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  whether,  even  if  life  be 
ifoiongcd,  God  may  not  be  provoked  to  giye  you  up 
•r  Srul  obduracy,  and  to  "  swear  in  his  wrath,  that 
ivNi  shall  not  enter  into  his  rest." — In  any  view  of 
X  s«ttcct,  if  not  now  truly  penitent,  and  seeking 
.tc\  salvation  through  Christ  our  Lord  ;  you 
t^rsNKi  to  fear,  lest  he  should  at  last  address  you 
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With  these  tremendous  wordft :  '^  Because  I  called, 
^^  and  ye  refused,  I  stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no 
^*  man  regarded,  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my 
"counsel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof;  I  also 
<*  will  laugh  at  your  calamity ;  I  will  mock  when 
*^your  iear  Cometh. — ^When  your  fear  cometh  as  deso- 
"  htion,  and  your  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ; 
**  when  distress  and  anguish  cometh  upon  you.  Then 
"ihall  they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  answer; 
^  they  shall  seek  me  early,  but  they  shall  not  find  me." 
>-"  Then  will  I  profess  unto  them,  I  never  knew 
^  yoa ;  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity." 

•  Obi  my 'feUow- sinners,  such  of  you  as  have  been 
fclDured  mth  manifold  advantages,  and  have  at  times 
mmod  disposed  to  profit  by  them ;  if  you  should  at 
Im  die  iki  your  sims,  what  an  account  will  you  have 
to  pve !  What  a  meeting  will  you  have,  even  with 
teiae  who  have  spoken  to  you  the  word  of  God,  and 
VUbbed  for  your  souls ;  who  have  faithfully  and  af- 
fcctionBtely  warned  you,  and  earnestly  persuaded  you, 
ky  the  love  of  Christ,  and  by  the  terror  of  the 

i  Lord,  **  not  to  refuse  him  that  speaketh,*'  not  "  to 
**  neglect  so  great  salvation  !'*  "  It  would  have  been 
"better  for  you  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  righte- 
**  Qusness,  than  to  turn  at  last  from  the  holy  com- 
**  nandment  delivered  unto  you.*' 

•  Again  let  me  intreat  you,  to  reverence  your  con- 
;  and  venture  not  to  go  on  in  any  thing  con- 

»g  which  your  own  heart  condemns  you ;  for 
God  is  greater  than  our  heart,  and  knoweth  all 

f  things." — *'  Submit  yourselves  therefore  to  God. 
Resist  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee  from  you.     Draw 
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^*  gifts  unto  your  childreiii  how  much  more  shaD 
'^  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
"  that  ask  him?"  It  is  not  said,  to  his  children,  but 
*'  to  them  that  ask  him ;"  tlsit  the  asking  itself  might 
be  a  ground  of  encouragement  to  every  supplicant. 
In  a  parallel  passage  the  concluding  words  are,  "  How 
'^  much  more  shall  your  Father,  which  is  in  heaven, 
"  give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him  ?^*  Bnt  here 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  promised,  as  the  best  gift  of  Goo 
to  those  that  are  favoured  with  the  gospel,  and  indeed,, 
as  comprehending  all  things  which  are  truly  and  es» 
sentially  good  for  them- 

^*  God  made  man  in  his  own  image,  after  his  obh 
<*  likeness."  He  had  before  pronounced  eal:b  part 
of  the  creation  goodi  but  when  mgn  had  been  formed, 
and  placed  in  dominion  oyer  the  other  creatures,  be 
pronounced  the  whole  to  be  very  go§d.  Yct.hcrc 
our  LoHD,  addressing  his  own  disciples,  speaks  qf 
them,  and  of  men  in  general,  as  evil:  ^*  if  then  ye 
"  being  evU^  8cc."  We  are  informed  in  the  third  of 
Genesis,  how  ^^  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
*'  world,  and  death  by  sin.  Thus  man  becfiiQc  as. 
"  day  marred  in  the  hand  of  the  potter  :*>  and  soon 
after  we  read,  that  *'  God  saw  the  wickedqess  of. 
*•  man  was  great  in  the  earth ;  and  that  every  imagi-* 
**  nation  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil? 
**  continually.  And  it  repented  the  Lord  that  he 
"  had  made  man  on  the  earth ;  and  it  grieved  him  at 
**  his  heart.*' — "  God  looked  upon  the  earth,  and 
"  behold,  it  was  corrupt :  for  all  flesh  had  corrupted 
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"  his  way  upon  the  earth/'*  Accordingly  he  dc-* 
stroyed  the  whole  depraved  race,  except  righteous 
Noah  and  his  family  :  yet  directly  after  the  deluge, 
he  testified  that  **  the  imagination  of  man's  heart  is 
"evil  from  his  youth."  Undoubtedly  then  some 
vast  change  had  taken  place  in  the  human  cliaracter, 
uiice  the  time  when  *'  Gon  created  man  in  his  own 
"image,"  and  pronounced  him  **  very  good.'^ 

This  change,  this  fallen  state  of  human  nature ; 
this  depravity,  called  in  Scripture  "  death  in  tres- 
passes and  sins,'^   made   way  for  "  the  glorious 
gospel  of  God  our  Saviour,"  which  was  predicted 
in  emphatical  but  obscure  language  immediately  aftet 
the  fall.     For  it  pleased  God  to  take  occasion  from 
man^s  apostac^*,  to  glorify  the  riches  of  his  mercy 
and  grace,  in  harmony  with  his  justice,  holiness,  and 
truth,  in  saving  us  poor  miserable  sinners, — Now  the 
promise  of  the  Redeemer    (God  manifest  in  the 
flesh),  through  whose  person,  righteousness,  atone- 
ment,   and   mediation ;    redemption  was  made  and 
salvation  proclaimed,  is  the  grand  promise  of  the  Old 
Testament.  "  The  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  Spirit  of 
"  prophecy-"     In  like  manner,  the  atonement  being 
made,  tlie  everlasting  righteousness  brought  in,  the 
Redeemer  glorified,  the  way  into  the  holiest  mani* 
Tested,  and  the  gospel  published ;  the  promise  of  the 
Holy  iSpirit  may  justly  be  considered  as  the  grand 
and  peculiar  promise  of  the  New  Testament :  for,  in 
fact,  what  else  is  wanting  to  complete  our  recovery  to 
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God  and  holiness? — ^Thus,  in  our  admirable  litany, 
we  bare  this  morning  been  praying  to  the  divine  Sa- 
viour, '  By  the  mystery  of  thy  Holy  incarnation ;  by 
^  thy  holy  nativity  and  circumcision ;  by  thy  baptism, 
^  &sting,  and  temptation ;  by  thine  agony  and  bloody 
'  sweat ;  by  thy  cross  and  passion ;  by  thy  precious 
^  death  and  burial ;  by  thy  glorious  resurrection  and 
^  ascension ;  and  by  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
*  Good  Lord  deliver  us.' 

I  have  lately  called  your  attention,  my  brethrei; 
to  the  scriptural  doctrine  of  "  repentance  unto  life  ;'* 
to  the  evil  and  desert  of  sin,  as  committed  ag^nst 
God  ;  in  order  to  evince  that  all  men  need  to  repent ; 
and  to  the  love  of  Ch hist  towards  all  who  do  repent: 
so  that  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Author 
and  Giver  of  life,  by  whose  influences  alone  either  re- 
pentance, faith,  or  any  other  spiritual  grace  can  be 
produced  in  our  hearts,  and  practised  in  our  lives, 
seems  a  proper  close  to  the  general  subject,  "Do  not 
"  err,  my  beloved  brethren,  every  good  and  every  per- 
"  feet  gift  is  from  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the 
"  Father  of  lights."  And,  "  if  ye  being  evil,  know 
**  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  \  our  children ;  how 
**  much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  his 
**  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him  ?** 

L  I  purpose  then  to  make  some  introductory 
remarks  on  the  subject. 

II.  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  what  is  implied 
in  this  encouraging  promise  ; 

III.  Shew,  in  several  particulars,  how  it  suits 
cor  present  condition,  and  the  state  of  things  in 

'  tUs  evil  world)  and, 
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IV.  Make  some  application  of  the  subject 

L  I  shall  make  some  introductory  remarks  on  the 
subject 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  in  Scripture  spoken  of  in  Ian* 
guage  appropriate  to  a  personal  agent     He  is  repre- 
aeoted  as  choosing^  willing^  commanding ,  and  ^^  giving 
^'  to  every  man,  severally  as  he  will :''  and  therefore 
it  has  in  every  age  been  customary  to  speak  of  hini  as: 
i  Person.    The  divine  perfections  and  operations  are 
dio  expressly  ascribed  to  him :  he  is  spoken  of  as 
omniiuresent,    omniscient,   and  omnipotent;   Chris- 
tins  are  temples  of  God,  because  the  Spirit  of  God 
^iPeDeth  in  them ;  and  in  various  ways,  the  incom- 
pnncaUe  attributes  of  Deity  are  ascribed  to  him. 
HonF  there  can  be  but  one  God  ;  and  if  three  distinct 
Mnonal  agents,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
■n^,  are  constantly  mentioned,  in  language  which 
iplies  divine  perfections ;  then,  for  want  of  some 
lore  adequate  words,  of  which,  in  our  present  state, 
«e  are  devoid ;  we  say  that  there  are  three  Persons 
jathe  unity  of  the  Godhead.     We  cannot  better  ex- 
press ourselves,  though  we  do  not  comprehend  the 
tM  import  of  our  own  words ;  and  none,  in  any  age 
I rf Christianity,  have  objected  to  these  expressions, 
[but  they  who  have  at  length  manifested  an  aversion  to 
mysterious  doctrine  taught  by  them,  and  to  the 
grand  peculiarities  of  the  sacred  Scriptures. 
This  one  God  in  three  Persons,  is  the  Objcrt  of 
Christian's  adoration :  into  this  one  **  name  of  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,"  we  are  v,\\ 
lizcd  :  and  the  mystery  whicli  wr*  cannot  cx[)lairi 
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or  comprehend,  is  yet  kept  in  view,  i\hcncvcr  wc 
really  exercise  faith  in  the  mercy  of  the  Father,  the  re- 
demption and  mediation  of  the  Son,  or  the  grace  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.-^*'  The  Father  loved  the  world;  and 
**  i>ent  his  only  begotten  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for 
our  sins."  The  ascended  Saviour  sends  the  Holy  Spirit, 
to  communicate  by  his  powerful  agency,  that  redemp- 
tion which  he  purchased  on  the  cross.  Thus  *  tbc 
*  Holy  Spirit  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son:' 
as  St.  John  in  vision  saw  ^*  a  pure  River  of  W'ater 
*'  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  tlie  throne 
"  of  (jon,  and  of  the  Lamb."* 

The  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  stated  in  Scripture, 
is  twofold;  his  immediate  inspiration  made  mep  pro* 
phets;  his  regenerating  and  sanctifying  infiuences,  make 
men  saints  or  holy  persons. — These  are  perfectly  dis- 
tinct endowments.  The  most  of  those  who  have  been,    ^ 
and  are,  made  holy  persons,  have  had  no  prophetical 
or  miraculous  gifts  bestowed  on  them:  nor  can  anf  ^ 
sober  man  suppose,  that  every  one,  who  would  pray  ^ 
for  the  Holy  Spirit,  should  be  made  a  prophet,' or  en- 
abled to  work  miracles.    On  the  other  hand,  soniO  V 
prophets   were   not  saints:    they   received   the  Spi*=-^ 
rit   of  prophecy,    for   the   use   of   cuhcrs,    but  not^ 
thatof  sanctificaiion  to  the  saving  of  their  own  souls*^"^ 
We  therefore  entirely  disclaim  all  pretensions  to  th# 
Holy  Spirit,  in  respect  of  his  miraculous  and  prophcliif^ 
(.al  ,q;ifts:  wc  neither  expect,  nor  teach  others  toexpect^ 


*  Kev.  xrji.  1.  f  MaU.  ^ii.  *),  C2. 


^- 


SERMON  IX.  229 

my  such  thing.  In  this  sense  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not 
low  given,  or  promised:  and  if  any  persons  inadvert- 
aitly  use  language  capable  of  being  understood  as  a 
claim  of  this  kind,  we  would  enter  a  protest  against  it, 
as  inaccurate,  and  of  bad  tendancy,  however  well 
loeant. 

We  do  not  expect  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  be  given 
in  answer  to  our  prayers,  to  inform  us  immediately, 
» by  a  whisper,  when  either  awake  or  asleep,  that  we 
stthc  children  of  God;  or  to  lead  us  to  this  conclu- 
ibn,  by  any  impression  or  new  revelation;  or  in  any 
other  way,  than  by  enabling  us  to  exercise  repentance, 
md  fcith,  and  love  to  God  and  our  neighbour.  Here 
^piiuwe  allow,  that  enthusiasm  has  often  found  admis- 
lion,  and  has  done  great  mischief. 

God  inspired  holy  men  of  old  to  write  the  Scrip- 
tots,  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost:  and, 
while  we  would  teach  you  to  depend  on  tl-jc  same  Spi- 
Hl,  to  guide  you  into  tlic  true  meaning  of  the  Scriptures; 
We  would  by  no  means  allow,  that  he  ever  reveals  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  \\Tiiten  word,  or  more  than  is 
contained  in  it,  or  through  any  other  medium-  Now, 
should  any  impression  be  made  on  the  mind  of  a  co- 
ccus nxan,  an  adulterer,  or  any  other  impenitent  sin- 
ttr,  that  his  sins  are  pardoned,  and  tiuit  he  is  a  child 
lilf  God  and  an  heir  of  heaven;  it  would  contradict  the 
Scriptures,  which  expressly  declare,  that  such  charar- 

s arc  in  the  road  to  destruc/ion.  But  the  Holy  Sj^jrlt 
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not  contradict  Iiinisch";  and  therefore  such  inipres- 
6ons  must  com::  from  ''  Satr.i^,  tr-iniiforracJ  iiV.o  :\n 
an£:cloflieh.*/' 
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If  any  impression  lead  men  from  the  Scriptures^  to 
form  some  other  ground  of  hope,  or  rule  of  conduct, 
than  is  there  given;  it  adds  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
indeed  contradicts  it,  and  must  therefore  be  a  delu- 
sion. 

If  any  one  thinks  he  is  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  im- 
mediately,  and  in  the  neglect  of  the  means  of  grace;  or 
that  he  has  now  no  longer  occasion,  as  being  under  a 
higher  influence,  to  search  the  Scriptures;  or  that  his 
views  are  not  to  be  judged  by  the  oracles  of  God,  80> 
berly  interpreted  as  the  standard  of  truth;  he  is  evir 
dently  deluded.  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,  if 
"  they  speak  not  according  to  this  word;  it  is  because 
"  they  have  no  light  in  them.'*  Even  prophets  and     ; 
jipostles  searched  the  Scriptures  extant  in  their  dajrS|    '] 
and  uniformly  appealed  to  them;  and  our  Losd,  in     , 
promising  the  Holy  Spirit  to  his  disciples,  "  to  lead    "= 
*'  them  into  all  truth,''   adds,  "  He  shall  bring  to    i 
•'  your  remembrance  whatever  I  have  spoken  untft  _ 
*'  vou.''*  -2 

Hie  Holy  Spirit  is  not  promised  to  render  us  infet  [j- 
liblc:  and  they  who,  professing  a  great  dependence  oft  ^ 
liis  influence,  refuse  to  preach  or  pray,  except  as  mov*  ^ 
td  by  tlie  Spirit,  (probably  without  being  aware  of  it,) 
lidvancc  a  claim  to  infallibility,  whenever  they  thul' 
speak,  cither  to  God  or  to  man.  Whatever  is  uttered ;^ 
at  those  times,  is  acluallv  made  the  dictates  and  wontt  *- 
ol*  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  put  upon  an  equality  with  tbP  ^ 
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language  of  Scr  ^  ure!  but  surely  it  is  more  becoming 
&r  us  to  do  our  best,  as  opportunities  offer,  and  to  as- 
eribe  all  that  is  true  or  good  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  taking 
die  blame  of  all  that  is  erroneous  or  defective  upon 
ourselves!  All  such  claims,  however^  as  imply  ex- 
emption from  mistake  or  sin,  we  utterly  disallow,  as 
anrogant  and  enthusiastick;  and  only  desire  to  liave 
«ir  principles  and  actions  candidly  judged  of  by  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 

We  observe  also,  that  we  are  incapable  of  distin- 
guishing the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  from  the 
txercises  of  our  own  faculties,  except  as  every  thing 
holy  b  considered  as  coming  from  his  agency,  every 
ddng  unholy  from  our  evil  nature.  In  fact^  there  is  no 
Mud  aiid  entire  distinction;  except  when  he  acts  as  u 
Ipirit  of  proplieoy.  For,  all  we  are  taught  to  expect 
h  tlusy  that  he  will  dispose  and  enable  us  to  exercise 
•He  understanding  and  fiiculties,  which  God  hath  given 
lu,  in  a  holy  and  wise  manner.  He  who  is  left  to  him- 
^f,  or  under  the  influence  of  that  "  spirit,  whicli 
**  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience,"  acts  freely 
and  without  compulsion;  his  facuUies  being  distem- 
jercd  by  sinful  passions,  as  the  eye  or  the  ear  by  dis- 
tee.  And  he  who  is  brought  under  the  influence  of 
fcc  Holy  Spirit,  experiences  no  compulsion  or  vio- 
fcncc;  but  the  mind,  being  delivered  from  the  effect 
ifddusion  and  sinful  passions,  perceives  things  in  a 

ew  light,  and  most  willingly  makes  a  new  and  holy 
choice.  *'  I  know,"  says  the  apostle,  **  that  in  me,  that 
"  is  in  my  flesh,  dwelleth  no  good  thing."*  If  then, 

*  Rom.  yii.  18. 
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humbly  examining  ourselves  by  the  sacred  word,  xvfS 
become  conscious  of  desires  and  affections,  and  per^ 
form  actions,  in  which  there  is  something  truly  good; 
we  may  conclude  that  this  is  effected  "  by  the  Spirit 
"  which  dwelleth  in  us.'*  And  we  may  also  Icam  to 
depend*  on  the  promise  of  the  text,  in  whatever  we  at- 
tempt in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  gospcL 

Again,  we  must  not  suppose  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
promised  or  given,  in  order  that  we  may  do  any  thiDg 
which  was  not  before  our  duty.  We  ought  always  to 
have  loved  God  with  our  whole  heart,  and  our  neigb^- 
bour  as  ourselves;  having  sinned,  we  ought  to  repent; 
and  being  favoured  with  the  gospel,  we  ought  to  be- 
lieve, to  pray,  to  submit  to  God,  to  return  to  bin, 
and  to  walk  in  all  his  ordinances  and  commandinent&    ^ 
But  we  qre  not  of  ourselves  disposed  or  able  to  do.  . 
tins:  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  promised  to  "  work  in  Ul    ^ 
"  to  will  and  to  do"  according  to  these  our  obligi- 
tions.  So  thut  the  dispositions  arid  actions,  which  ait  , 
really  good  in  the  sight  of  God,  are  not  called  in  ^ 
Scripture  moral  virtues,  but  **  the  fruits  of  the  Spf-  ■* 

*'  rit.-'  ;:^ 

If  these  things  be  kept  in  mind,  most  of  the  ob* '  - 
jections,  often  made  to  our  doctrine  in  this  par^r' 
cular,  fall  to  the  ground,  and  arc  evidently  opposeiw 
to  opinions  which  we  totally  disallow  and  protc*^ 
against.  ^: 

H.  Proceed  more  directly  to  shew  what  is  implied 
in  the  promise  before  us. 

Man,  created  in  the  divine  image,  was  alive  to  GofS^ 
and  holiness:  but,  as  his  natural  life  was  neccssarit^ 


dependent  on  the  providential  support  oF  his  Crealorj 
%  bis  spiritual  life  was  preserved  by  the  power  and 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  In  the  day  that  he  ate  of 
the  forbidden  fruit,  he  died;  the  Holy  Spirit  quitted 
bis  polluted  temple^  and  man  became  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins. 

By  the  fall,  he  did  not  lose  his  rational  capacities: 
^ough  they  were  no  doubt  greatly  impared,  and  ren- 
dered far  less  capable  than  before  of  governing  his 
animal  propensities:  but  he  lost  his  spiritual  life,  his 
capacity  of  taking  delight  in  Gon  and  heavenly  things^ 
and  consequentlj'  he  became  an  apostate  and  an  idola- 
tCTf  seeking  satisfaction  in  the  enjoyment  of  worldly 
objectSb 

This  is  universally  the  condition  of  man,  as  unre? 
generate:  so  that  the  greatest  philosopher  is  as  entire, 
a  stranger  to  the  delight,  which  an  angel  enjoys  in 
loving  and  adoring  God,  as  the  mere  animal  is  to  that 
pleasure,  which  the  philosopher  experiences,  whilst 

HXCcessfuUy  investigating  the  objects  of  nature. 

• 

It  is  then,  the  first  part  of  the  gracious  office  per- 
formed by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  "  quicken  the  dead  in 
"  sin,"  to  raise  fallen  man  *  from  the  death  of  sin  to  a 
^  life  of  righteousness;  ^  and  to  restore  him  to  the  ca- 
pacity of  loving  and  delighting  in  God  and  his  wor- 
ship and  service.  And  on  this  account  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, in  the  Nicene  creed,  is  called,  *  The  Author  and 
•  Giver  of  life.'  **  Ye  must  be  bom  again."  **  Ex- 
"  cept  a  man  be  born  again,  of  water  and  of  the  Spr- 
"  rit,  he  cannot  see,"  **  he  cannot  enter  into,  the 
**  kingdom  of  God."  For  the  baptism  of  water  is  no 
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more,  than  *  an  outward  and  visible  sign  oF  an  inwittd 
^  and  spiritual  grace;'  and  that  ^  iaward  and  SfHFitual 
^  grace  is  a  death  unto  sin,  and  a  new  birt)i  untt 
^  righteousness:  for,  being  by  nature  bom  in^  sin,  and 
<  the  children  of  wrath,  we  w^  hereby'  (by  tbc  new 
birth  unto  righteousness)  *  made  the  children  of  grace/ 
And,  to  ascribe  this  changq  o^  our  coqdition  tp  the 
outward  ^gn,  preserves  indeed  the  fof  m  of  godUnesSi 
but  denies  the;  power  of  it.  If  then  we,  though  qativcs 
of  a  chrbtiaa  country,,  are  *  bom  in  sin  and.  tfaq  cbiL- 
'  dren  of  wrath;'  as  we  are  expressly  taught  by  oqr 
Church-Cat^chi^m;  we  must  as  much  need  tfa$  qiuck- 
cning  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  th^  di4  to. 
whom  Christ  and  hb  apostles  first  preached  dxt 
Gospel. 

The  same  divine  Agent  is  spoken  of  in  Scriptui^ 
a3  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  wisdom,  as  the  Author  aoft 
Giver  of  all  spiritual  knowledge,  and  as  illuininatins 
the  mind  with  the  light  of  divine  truth.  ^*  I  will  pnjf 
'  ^  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Comfixt* 
**  er,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever,  even  tte 
^'  Spirit  of  truth."  *^  He  shall  teach  yoq  all  things,  anA 
"  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatever  t 
"  said  unto  you."  *'  He  will  guide  you  into  all  tmth."^ 
Thus  St.  Paul  prays  in  his  epistle  to  the  Ephesiansi 
that  "  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
"  Christ,  the  Father  of  Glory,  may  give  unto  yo*- 
*'  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,  in.  the  knoW' 
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*i  ledge  of  him;  the  eyes  of  your  tmderstanding  being 
"  enlightened)  that  ye  may  knoW  what  is  the  hope  of 
**  his  calling,'^  &c.  He  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
jny^  that  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  should  be  given  to 
Ihem  all;  but  that  they  might  all  be  enabled  by  the  di- 
vine illumination  of  the  Spirit,  to  understand  aright 
the  revelation  given  them  in  the  Old  Testament,  and 
by  the  preaching  of  the  apostles. 

In  like  manner,  oiir  church  teaches  us  to  pray  not 
floly  that  the  Loan  would  '  please  to  illuminate  all  hu 
'  shops,  priests,  and  deacons,  with  the  true  knowledge 
^  and  understanding  of  his  holy  word;'  but  thslt '  he 
^  would  grant  us,  by  the  same  Spirit'  which  was  pour- 
tA  out  on  the  apostles, '  to  have  a  right  judgment  in 
'  all  things.'  And  it  is  remarkable  that  in  the  short 
cdHect^,  for  the  king  and  royal  &mily  and  clergy,  si- 
milar petitions  are  inserted;  '  Replenish  him  with  the 
*  gtaoe  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.'  *  Endue  them  with  thy 
'  Hdljr  Spirit;'  ^  Send  down  on  them  the  healthful 
'  Spirit  of  thy  grace.' 

And  indeed,  if  notwithstanding  external  advantages, 
"  we  be  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  even  as 
•*  others."  If  "  our  understanding  be  darkened,  being 
"  aUenated  from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  igno- 
"  ranee  that  is  in  us,  because  of  the  blindness  of  our 
*'  hearts;"  it  is  certain  that  we  need  this  inward  illu- 
muiation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  even  as  much  as  they  did 
to  whcun  the  gospel  was  first  preached;  not  to  reveal 
new  doctrines,  but  to  free  our  minds  from  the  effects 
of  our  various  prejudices  and  corrupt  passions,  that 
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out  upon  any  people;  and  surely  it  is  as  necessary  that 
wc  should  mourn  over  our  sins  and  bt  humbled  fof 
them,  and  by  faith  look  unto  Ca rib t,  and  lift  up  our 
hearts  in  prayer;  as  it  was  that  the  Jews  of  old  should. 
Indeed  the  expression  "  praying  by  the  Spirit,'*  or 
*^  praying  in  the  Holy  GhoBt^"  is  commonly  used  iii 
the  Ne\^  Testament,  however  at  present,  not  unfre* 
quently  treated  with  profane  ridicule*  It  certtuAly  does 
not  mean  praying  extempore^  (as  sokne  imagUie;)  for 
men  may  learn  to  pray  in  this  manner,  without  %ht 
sanctifying  influerices  of  the  Holy  SjMrit;  and  he  ¥Cfy 
often  enables  those  who  use  a  form  to  lift  up  theh: 
hearts  with  fervency  unto  Goo.  In  short,  whateVtf 
words  be  used,  we  never  pray  spiritually,  elcept  • 
tlie  Holy  Spirit  enables  us  truly  to  desire  the  'Ucs- 
things  wc  implore,  and  so  to  exercise  faith  in  the  pro^ 
mises  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  as  to  expect 
that  our  prayers  will  be  answered.    And  when  these 
desires  become  fervent,  and  these  expectations  Very 
lively,  "  the  Spirit  helpeth  our  infirmities,  and  lit! 
"  pray  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered.'*  Our} 
longings  and  hopes  arc  greater  than  any  words  caa4 
express;  while  the  language  of  the  formalist  vastly  cx«i{ 
cceds  his  real  meaning. 

*'  Now  the  G6d  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  peace 
*'  joy  in  believing,  that  ye  may  abound  in  hope  by 
'*  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost."*  And  ^'  now  abidt 
*'  faith,  hope,  and  love;  but  the  greatest  of  these 
•*  love."t    If  ^hen  these  graces  are  to  abide  in 
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*•  word,  and  were  baptized;  and  the  same  day  there 
"  were  added  to  them  about  three  thousand  souls."* 

Thus  our  Lord  adds,'  **  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
"  shall  glorify  me;  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine  and 
"  shall  shew  it  unto  you.   All  things  that  the  Father 
^*  hath  are  mine;  therefore  said  I,  he  shall  take  of 
"  mine  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you."i*  Hence  we  learn, 
Ihat  it  is  one  grand  part  of  tlic  office  performed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  give  us  high  and  honourable  appre- 
hensions of  Christ;  to  render  him  glorious  in  our 
eyes  and  precious  to  our  hearts;  to  endear  to  us  his 
person,  his  love,  his  salvation;  to  excite  in  us  fervent 
de^res  after  the  blessings  which  he  bestows,  and  to 
fin  us  with  admiring  adoring  love  and  gratitude  to 
liiin. — Now  can  it  be  questioned  whether  these  views 
and  affections  are  as  necessary  for  us,  as  for  the  pri- 
bidve  Christians?  And  are  not  men's  low  thoughts 
oTthis  glorious  Saviour,  and  their  scanty  expectations 
from  him,  and  the  disrepute  info  which  warm  affec- 
tions towards  him  are  fallen,  evident  effects  of  the 
neglect,  nay,  contempt,  with  which  the  doctrine  of 
4c  Holy  Spirit  is  generally  treated? 

"  I  will,"  saith  the  Lord  by  his  prophet,  '*  pour 
"  upon  the  house  of  David  and  the  inhabitants  of  Je- 
"rusalem,  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication,  and 
**  they  shall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  ])ierced 
"  and  mourn." J  Hence  we  learn  that  true  repentance, 
Ailh  in  a  crucified  Saviour,  and  a  heart  prepaitd  for 
Jbrvent  prayer,  are  the  effects  of  the  Spirit  being  poured 
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^^  dwelleth  in  you?"  Certainly  then  yon  are  vciy  ig» 
norant  of  real  Christianity,  and  strangers  to  the  dis- 
tinguishing experience  of  true  Christians. 

All  genuine  consolation  likewise  is  conferred  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  who  is  emphatically  called  **  the  Com- 
*'  foner/'   As  a  Spirit  of  adoption,  he  "  witnesses 
"  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God," 
not  by  any  immediate  revelation,  but  by  forming  our 
hearts  to  all  holy  and  filial  affections  towards  God,  and 
bringing  reverence,  confidence,  love,  gratitude,  and 
zeal  for  his  honour,  into  lively  exercise.  And  in  this 
view  *'the  Ipve  of  the  Spirit,"  in  not  only  renewing 
our  depraved  nature,  but  coming  to  dwell  in  us  as  a 
Comforter,  and  a  Spirit  of  adoption,  and  as  the  Seal, 
Earnest,  and  First  Fruits  of  our  eternal  inheritance^ 
demands  our  highest  admiration  and  most  lively  gra^  ? 
titudc.  **  Thy  Spirit  is  good;  lead  me  into  the  land  of  i 
**  uprightntsis!"*  r 

WhatcvcT  ''  strength  in  our  souls"  we  need,  in  or-  t 
der  to  "  all  long-suffering  with  joy  fulness;"  to  resisi  i= 
temptation,  to  overcome  the  world,  and  to  meet  deadi  t 
with  cheLilul  hope,  is  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  ^ 
Nay,  we  have  ground  to  think,  that  the  felicity  <!•>, 
heaven  will  not  arise  independently  from  external  d-  : 
tuation,  or  the  state  of  our  minds;  but  also  from  tWJE 
immediate  influences  of  this  Holy  Comforter. 
our  Lord,  evidently  speaking  of  the  Holy  Spii 
says,  "  The  water  that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  be 
*'  him  a  well  of  water,  springing  up  into  evcrlasd 
"  life." 


^»  Psalm  cxliii.  10. 
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.  With  these  things  in  our  view,  let  us  return  to  the 
promise  of  the  text.  "  If  ye,  being  evil,  know  how  to 
^'  g^ve  good  gifts  unto  your  children;  how  much  more 
"  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
^'  them  that  ask  him?"  God  is  far  more  ready  to  give 
lus  Hdy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him;  than  any  parent 
is  to  ^ve  bread  to  a  starving  supplicating  child!  aa 
much  more  ready,  as  his  goodness  transcends  that  of 
£dlea  man!  as  his  riches  exceed  our  poverty!  Surely 
human  language  is  incapable  of  expressing  any- thing 
more  forcibly.  Parents  may  be  destitute  of  natural  af- 
ixticxi;  paternal  kindness  may  be  wearied  out  by  re- 
peated provocations;  and  often  a  father  must  greatly 
deny  himself,  while  he  supplies  the  wants  of  his  chiU 
dren:  yet  so  strong  are  the  feelings  of  a  parent,  that 
^kfirayed  as  men  are,  few  can  bear  to  see  their  children 
^  distress,  without  relieving  them:  ^^  How  much  then 
lliore  will  your  heavenly  Father  give  his  Holy  Spirit 
**  to  them  that  ask  him!"   Our  Lord  illustrates  his 
lieaning  in  this  promise,  by  his  address  to  the  woman 
tf  Samaria,  at  that  time  an  immoral  character:  *'  If  thou 
"'hadst  known  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is  that  said 
*unto  thee,  give  me  lo  drink;  thou  wouldst  have 
^riked,  and  he  would  have  given  thee  living  water." 
she  asked  h^  would  have  given;  and  when  she  was 
instructed,  no  doubt  she  asked  and  received.— 
words  in  another  place  further  explain  his  mean- 
as  weD  as  prove,  when  compared  with  the  text, 
"  He  and  the  Father  are  one.''  "  If  any  man  thirst, 
let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink.  He  that  believeth 
OQ  me,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  Out  of  his  belly 
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**  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  But  this  he 
"  of  the  Spirit^  which  they  that  believe  on  him  s 
**  receive.'*  And  again  he  saith,  "  Let  him  t 
'^  athirst  come,  and  whosoever  will,  let  him  t 
"  the  water  of  life  freely.** — "  How  long,  ye  j 
^*  ones,  will  ye  love  simplicity,  and  scomers  deli 
'^  their  scorning,  and  fools  hate  knowledge? 
'^  you  at  my  reproof;  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirii 
"  you.** 

This  then  is  the  promise,  and  these  are  the  pc 
who  are  instructed  and  invited  to  come  and  as! 
they  may  have  it  fulfilled  unto  them.  And  what 
the  largest  promises,  which  the  greatest  of  men 
make  you,  (even  if  to  be  depended  on,)  avid 
compared  with  this  *^  exceeding  great  and  pn 
**  promise**  of**  God  our  Saviour?** 

Conceive  of  a  man  most  guilty,  most  depi 
most  enslaved  to  bad  habits,  sunk  in  the  grossc 
norance,  or  entangled  in  the  most  dangerous  delu 
and  under  the  greatest  terrors  and  sufierings:  yei 
pose  him  to  hear,,  and  lay  hold  of,  and  plead,  thi 
mise,  as  one  in  earnest,  and  ready  to  follow  th< 
tates  of  his  conscience,  as  far  as  convinced,  an 
cording  to  the  evident  doctrine  of  Scripture,  whi 
been  set  before  you;  he  would  certainly  be  brou 
repentance,  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  fa 
him;  to  hope,  rejoice,  love,  obey,  and  worship  i 
fit  and  truth;'  and  at  length  to  join  the  worshippc 
fore  the  throne  of  God,  in  their  exalted  adon 
and  ineffable  felicitv! 
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-  n.  Then  let  us  consider  the  suitableness  of  this 
Jirainise  to  our  condition,  and  the  state  of  things  in 
this  evil  world. 

Considered  without  the  gospeli  in  what  a  deplorable 

condition  are  all  mankind!  We  scarcely  need  look  into 

the  Bible  to  ascertain  this^  if  we  attend  properly  to 

what  passes  around  and  within  us.   What  a  strange 

aversion  do  we  see  in  others,  and  feel  in  ourselves,  to 

the  worship  and  service  of  God,  which,  it  is  highljr 

reasonable  to  conclude,  ccHistitute  the  felicity  of  hea- 

venl^-How  Gonstandy ,  and  almost  universally,  hasxhe 

grossest  idolatry,  the  most  absurd  superstition,  or  the 

wildest  enthusiasm,  obtained  the  preference  to  the  holy 

dnracter^  worship,  commandments,  and  doctrines  of 

Ae  one  living  and  true  God!  How  generally  has  irre- 

,  ligion,  or  antiscriptural  religion,  prevailed  on  earth! 

How  powerful  the  propensity  in  mankind  to  idolize 

Ae  world  and  the  things  of  the  world;  and  to  forget 

and  neglect  the  God  of  heaven!  ^^  The  carnal  mind 

"  is  enmity  against  God;  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the 

"law  of  God,  nor  indeed  can  be,"  Who  can  help 

seeing^  yea,  feelings  that  this  is  man's  real  charac^ 

ter? 

It  is  equally  evident  he  is  proud  of  his  reasoning 
faculties,  and  of  all  the  gifts  which  God  hath  bestow* 
cd  on  him;  of  his  imagined  virtues,  nay,  of  his  evi- 
dent vices,  and  of  such  things  as  should  cover  him  with 
shame.  He  is  manifestly  self* willed  and  self-sufficient, 
unwilling  to  be  taught  or  governed  by  his  Creator.  He 
is  averse  to  submission  and  dependence,  and  backward 
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to  gratitude  and  adoration.  In  short,  ungodliness  is  his 
undeniable  character. 

He  is  also  most  evidently  selfish:  and  this  either 
leads  him  to  avarice,  ambition,  or  inordinate  animal 
indulgence,  so  that  *'  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of 
**  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,"  the  objects  wcjpH 
expressly  renounce  in  baptism,  are  so  universaliy  and 
idolatrously  coveted  and  pursued,  even  by'  nominal    | 
Christians,  that  an  unconcerned  spectator  must  sup-   « 
pose  they  had,  by  a  solemn  vow,  devoted  themschts    i 
to  them! 

The  frauds,  oppressions,  craelties,  licentiousnesSi 
and  bloody  wars,  which  have,  in  every  age  and  Dation» 
plagued  and  desolated  the  earth,  are  such  enormous 
and  horrid  evils;  that,  if  not  accustomed  to  the  scM  ' 
around  us,  and  so,  less  susceptible  of  the  impr^oos  ^ 
it  would  otherwise  make,  we  should  be  ready  to  sup-  "1 
pose  that  the  actors  in  the  dreadful  tragedy  were  bro^  j 
ken  loose  from  the  infernal  regions!  Human  beingSi  | 
in  immense  muhitudes,  deliberately  preparing  to  mc«*,  ^ 
and  actually  meeting,  on  purpose  to  destroy  ca(i« 
other,  by  tens  of  thousands!  Others,  growing  rich;  1 
and  rioting  in  luxury,  by  trafficking  in  the  groans  anils 
blood  of  their  brethren!  Others  indulging  their  aitr 
mal  inclinations,  not  only  by  sacrifichig  the  peaoCi^ 
comfort,  lives,  and  souls  of  their  fcUow-creatur^ 
but  even  their  own  also;  though  far  from  beiiv 
insensible  of  the  consequences  of  their  liceniiou^ 
ness! 

But  docs  happiness  consist  in  loving  God,  and  at^ 


SERHON    IX/  245 

joying  his  favour,  and  in  loving  one  another  and  re* 
joicing  in  the  felicity  of  all  around  us?  What  then  is 
the  state  of  the  world?  Can  the  pursuits  and  disposi-' 
tians,  here  described,  be  conducive  to  happiness?  Can 
malice,  envy,  or  any  corrupt  passion?  What  must  be 
tiPii's  prospect  after  death,  if  he  retain  his  present  evil 
propensities?  What  can  even  the  gospel  do  for  him, 
if  bos  nature  he  not  changed?  To  render  men  happy, 
and  blessings  to  each  other,  they  mu$t  bb  made  holy. 
The  need  of  an  atonement  and  a  Redeemer,  is  not 
greater  and  more  urgent,  than  that  of  a  Sanctificr;  one 
lAo  can  renovate  depraved  nature,  restore  and  perfect 
ipiritual  life,  and  prepare  fallen  man  for  a  holy  felici- 
ty. In  this  light,  brethren,  contemplate  the  promise 
bcfi)re  us;  and  ask  yourselves  if  it  be  not  exactly  an- 
swerable to  our  condition  and  our  wants? 

Again,  various  plans  have  been  formed,  from  age 
to  age,  in  order  to  meliorate  the  state  of  society,  and 
bring  nations  to  amity  and  friendship;  and  some  of 
these  plans  have  done  a  measure  of  good,  though 
vastly  inadequate  to  the  expectations  previously  con- 
ceived: but  others  have  exceedingly  enhanced  the 
mischief  they  were  intended  to  counteract.  None, 
however,  have  yet  been  devised,  which  could  effect 
the  purpose,  or  reach  the  sources  of  the  evil.  None  of 
them  can  bring  men  to  love  God  supremely,  and  to 
love  their  neighbours  as  themselves:  nor  will  any  ef- 
fectual remedy  be  found,  **  until  the  Spirit  shall  be 
**  poured  upon  us  from  on  high."  This,  and  only 
this,  will  reduce  the  world  to  order,  to  peace,  love, 
and  happiness. 


246  SERMOK  IXm 

In  the  gospel  of  Christ  '^  all  things  are  ready''  for 
the  sinner's  reconciliation  to  God,  and  for  his  com- 
plete salvation.    The  feast  is  prepared,  and  we  are 
.  sent  to  invite  the  guests;  the  provision  is  most  rich 
and  abundant;  the  invitations  most  urgent,  and  again 
and  again  renewed:  ^^  But  all  with  one  consent  begm 
to  make  excuse:"  One  must  go  to  his  fiirm,  hisbxen, 
lus  commerce,  or  estate;  another  to  his  pleasures  and 
gratifications ;   another  is  so  eager  in  pursuing  and 
courting  the  praise  of  men,  or  the  honour  of  high 
stations  and  connexions,  that  he  cannot  find  time  to 
seek  ^^  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality"  fitxs 
God.—**  Lord,  who  hath  received  our  report?"  This 
has  been  the  complaint  and  the  distressing  enquify,    J 
of  the  ministers  of  God,  in  every  age;  and  may  pe«    ? 
culiarly  be  so  at  present.  "  A  price  is  put  into  mcnil   r^ 
**  hands  to  get  wisdom;  but,  alas!  they  have  no  heart  .| 
«  to  it!"  .^ 

Now  what  is  the  adequate  remedy  for  this  deplora*  .^ 
ble  moral  disease?  the  restorative  from  this  death  it 
sin,  this  love  of  the  world,  which  is  alienation  fit)m 
God?  We  answer,  the  life-giving  regenerating  Sjarit 
of  God,  who  is  promised  to  all  that  ask  the  Father  to 
bestow  upon  them  this  inestimable  benefit. 

As  the  ministers  of  God,  we  exhort  and  comms 
you  in  his  name,  to  repent,  to  forsake  sin,  to  renoui 
your  worldly  idols,  to  break  off  your  evil  habits,  to  sepl^^ 
rate  from  ungodly  company,  to  believe  in  Christ,  tfS 
join  yourselves  to  the  Lord,  and  to  walk  in  newneiMi 
of  life.  ^'  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the  m^ 
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ighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto 
be  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  him.''  But 
1  find  a  strongs  and  what  some*  of  you  perhaps 
ak  an  insupei^ble,  reluctancy  to  all  these  particu- 
u— Now,  you  evidently  want  both  will  and  power 
do  that,  which  yet  your  own  consciences  often  sug-* 
H  to  you  ought  to  be  done.  How  exactly  suited 
a  is  the  prombe  of  the  text  to  your  case!  It  is  by 
i  Holy  Spirit  that  **  God  works  in  us  to  will  and  to 
do  of  hb  good  pleasure,"  and,  depending  on  his  pow-^ 
bl  aidy  we  call  on  you  to  ^'  work  out  your  own  sal- 
vidon  with  fear  and  trembling.*'^  You  can  do  no-. 
Dg  eflfectual  of  yourselves,  but  you  may  ^'  do  all 
dmigs  through  Christ  thus  strengthening  you."  "^ 
You  often  find  much  difficulty  and  perplexity  re- 
sctmg  several  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  the  con- 
vrersies  which  are  Carried  on  about  them ;  and  you 
)  pcady^  if  seriously  enquiring  after  truth,  to  wish 
'  an  in&Uible  guide.  Behold  then  the .  Guide  you 
sh  for!  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  whose  office  it  is 
guid6  you  into  all  truth!  And  \*ill  our  heavenly  Fa- 
T  indeed  give  this  Holy  Spirit  of  truth  and  wisdom 
any,  to  every  one,  that  asks  him?  And  is  not  this 
I  very  thing  you  want,  that  you  may  understand  the 
itb  as  it  is  revealed  in  Scripture,  and  be  preserved 
»n  every  delusion? 

Even  they,  who  by  the  grace  of  God,  have  sur* 
(mnted  these  first  hindrances,  and  are  seriously  en- 
avouring  to  walk  with  God,  through  Christ  Je« 
s^  in  all  his  holy  ways,  find  great  weakness  and  im* 
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perfection  in  their  endeavours:  sin  yet  dwells  witluQ 
them;  darkness  and  uncertainty  oppress  them;  they 
are  liable  to  many  discouragements,  and  harassed  by 
many  temptations;  in  short  they  feel,  painfully  feel, 
their  need  of  more  complete  sanctification,  of  clearer 
yiews,  and  a  more  established  judgment;  of  greater 
strength  .against  temptation,  and  of  consolation  under 
trials;  indeed  of  every  thing  for  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  here  promised. 

Now,  if  th'is  be  the  case  with  you,  I  need  not  en* 
deavour  to  pravey  but  only  to  remind  you,  that  the 
promise  is  exactly  what  you  want;  and  in  proportion^ 
as  you  experience  its  accomplishment,  your  light,  and     i 
strength,  and  holiness,  and  joy  will  be  augmented;     < 
you  will  be  endued  with  wisdom,  walk  at  liberty,  ob-     S 
tain  victories,  abound  in  hope,  and  anticipate  the  fe-     ^ 
licity  of  heaven. 

And  now,  in  attempting  a  short  application  of  this     - 
important  subject,  I  would  observe,  that  while  a  roan  f^ 
continues  hardened  in  pride,  or  disposed  to  scoff  it  ^ 
these  subjects,  or  to  te vile  those  who  speak  upon tbem;  \: 
it  cannot  be  expected  he  will  pray  for  the  Holy  Spi»-  i. 
lit  Yet  we  musl  not  limit  the  exhortations  and  invitap  ] 
tions  of  the  Gospel.  We  therefore  call  even  on  sncbij 
characters  as  these,  in  the  words  of  Wisdom,   or  cM 
Christ,   "  How  long,  ye  simple  ones,  will  ye  bifC^ 
V  simplicity,  and  scorners  delight  in  your  scomiaifiF- 
**  and  fools  hate  knowledge?  Turn  you  at  my  reproi 
^^  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  unto  you,  I  will  mak 
"  known  my  words  unto  you.^'    But  take  heed  thi^ 
^*  you  refuse  not  him  that  speaketh,"  lest  he  sboid 


be  at  length  provoked  to  add;  **  Because  I  caUed  and 
"  ye  refused;  therefore  ye  shall  eat  of  the  fruit  of  youi* 
"  own  ways,  and  be  filled  with  your  own  devices.'* 

Our  business,  however,  my  brethren,  is  to  pray  for 
you:  and  we  call  on  you  all  to  pray  for  yourselves, 
far  each  other,  for  the  unconverted  part  of  the  congre- 
|ttion;  for  your  children,  servants,  relations  and  neigh- 
bours, that  ^'  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  may 
**  make  you  free  from  the  power  of  sin  and  death/' 

But  suppose  a  person  convinced,  that  he  must  be 
itnewed  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  though  not 
copscious  that  any  change  has  been  begun:  for  a  man's 
understanding  may  be  convinced  by  argument,  that 
'* without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord,''  or  en- 
joy a  hdy  heaven,  though  he  be  still  entirely  destitute. 
of  holiness.   He  may  see  the  doctrine  exemplified  in 
mne  neighbour,  friend,  or  relative;  and  admire,  though 
-  k  ^ikes,  the  change.  And  he  may  also  have  uneasy 
apprehensions,  that  without  a  similar  change  he  can- 
not be  happy.   Let  then,  I  say,  such  an  one  not  give 
\nj  to  temptation,  not  indulge  prejudice,  not  sniother 
liis  convictions,  not  quench  the  Spirit  who  is  striving 
ivith  him  by  these  means:  but  let  him  without  delay 
tft  up  his  heart  to  God,  and  plead  the  promise  of  the 
text:  let  him  go  home,  retire  to  his  closet,  fall  low  on 
fe  knees,  and  earnestly  and  importunately  renew  the 
tmc  request;  beseeching  God  to  give  him  his  Holy 
8(Mrit,  that  he  may  be  made  wise,  holy,  and  happy, 
V  Us  new  creating  grace.  Let  him  persevere  in  this 
,  and  he  will  find  his  mind  open,  his  heart  sof- 
ta,  and  his  dislike  to  spiritual  employments  giv^ 
Vol.   ir.  It 
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place  to  pleasure  and  satls£ictioli  in  them:  for  h 
ture  b^ing  changed,  he  will  then  enjoy  that  eknu 
which  he  could  not  liv6  befbre» 

We  cannot  go  too  low,  in  thus  brining  the  si 
home  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  sinners.  ] 
the  first  rising  desire  of  knowing  the  Way  of  salv: 
and  obtaining  the  favour  of  Gon,  through  alls 
quent  difficulties,  perplexities,  and  trials;  this  pfc 
should  be  depended  on,,  and  pleaded  in  earnest  pi 
and  we  may  without  hesitation  assure  you,  thai 
you  will  find  light  and  comfort,  and  relief,  in 
possible  case.  *^  If  any  man  will  do  the  will  of  < 
^^  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  oi 
"  or  whether  men  speak  of  themselves,"  If,  i 
fore,  you  desire  to  know  and  do  the  will  6[ 
but  are  perplexed  by  the  discordant  opinions  of 
you  converse  with:  practise  what  you  now  cons» 
your  duty,  and  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  guid 
*^  in  the  midst  of  the  paths  of  judgment;''  an 
shall  not  pray  in  vain. 

Perhaps  some  of  you  are  convinced,  that  o 
parts  of  your  conduct  should  be  altered;  this  < 
other  interest  or  indulgence  given  up,  or  self.< 
exercised;  but  your  passions  are  strong,  and  habi 
not  easily  conquered;  you  form  resolutions  and 
them ;  and  at  length  you  are  ready  to  think  "  n 
*'  ance,  and  works  meet  for  repentance,"  in  yoi 
culiar  circumstances,  at  present  impracticable. 
I  apprehend,  is  no  uncommon  case;  and  many  n 
religion  on  this  ground,  waituig  perhaps  for  a 
ifivourable  opportunity,  or  thinkmg  the  difficul 
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tbe  wty  will  excuse  their  conscious  and  persevering 
disobedience.  But  my  fellow  sinners,  instead  of  thus 
«<  ^ving  place  to  the  devil,"  you  should,  without  de- 
l^y,  avail  yourself  of  that  effectual  assistance,  which  is 
yroposcd  in  the  words  before  us;  and  while  you  pray 
earnestly  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  given  you,  suid  then 
0baapt  to  follow  the  dictates  of  your  consciences; 
dioag^  you  must  still  feel  how  strong  your  sinful  pas^ 
sons  and  temptations  are,  how  weak  your  resolutions, 
how  deceitful  your  hearts,  and  how  painful  and  diffi- 
cult it  is,  at  fii^t  especially,  to  deny  yourself,  to  cut 
off  the  right  hand,  to  crucify  the  flesh,  and  to  cease 
to  do  evil,  and  to  learn  to  do  well;  you  will  also  &nd 
that  it  is  practicable  by  divine  grace.   ''  With  man  it 
**  is  impossible;  but  with  God  all  things  are  possible.'' 
If  then  in  general,  you  are  convinced  that  repent- 
ttoe,  £uth  in  the  Son  of  God,  a  new  heart  and  new- 
ness of  life,  are  essential  to  salvation,  you  must  rely 
upon  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  you  to  attain  unto 
them.  If  you  are  called  to  resist  any  particular  temp- 
tation,  you  must  act  in  the  same  dependence.  If  you 
would  attend  on  tlie  ordinances  of  God  with  profit 
and  comfort,  and  rise  superior  to  the  coldness  and 
fonnality  of  which  we  all  have  too  much  reason  to 
complain,  you  must  beg  of  your  heavenly  Father,  for 
the  sake  of  his  beloved  Son,  to  bestow  upon  you  the 
Hdy  Spirit  of  love,  and  zeal,  and  gratitude :  and  if 
ycm  find  difiiculty  in  thus  praying,  your  only  effectual 
muy  will  be  to  beg  of  him  to  teach  and  enable  you  to 
pray  as  you  ought,  by  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  suppli* 
(Btion  helping  your  infirmities. 
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.  Arc  you  disconsolate,  cither  through  inward  distress 
or  outward  trials?  Remember  the  words  of  the  apoi' 
tie,  *^  Be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excess;  but 
*'  be  ye  filled  with  the  Spirit."  Seek  not  exhilaration 
and  relief  from  care  and  sorrow,  by  such  means  as 
must  increase  the  cause,  while  they  afford  a  momen- 
tary suspension  to  the  effects;  but  earnestly  beseech 
the  God  of  all  grace,  to  give  unto  you  **  the  Holy 
"  Spirit,  the  Comforter,"  that  you  may  have  "peace 
^^  and  joy  in  believing,  and  abound  in  hope"  by  his 
powerful  consolations.  In  the  same  manner  seek  ftr* 
titude  in  dangers,  assistance  in  duties,  and  the  assur- 
ance and  earnest  of  heaven  during  life,  and  at  the  ap- . 
proach  of  death. 

Whatever  be  your  station  in  the  community,  or  ia 
4he  church,  as  magistrates,  senators,  ministers  of  state, 
or  ministers  of  religion:  you  ought  to  seek  wisdom 
and  grace  to  fill  up  the  duties  incumbent  upon  you, 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  benefit  of  mankind,  fitA 
the  same  Author  and  Giver  of  all  good  gifts.  Whtt-  ^ 
ever  be  the  talents  entrusted  to  your  stewardship,  yon  ' 
cannot  expect  to  hear  with  comfort  the  solemn  cal», 
**  Give  an  account  of  thy  stewardship;  for  thou  toxf*.^ 
''  est  no  longer  be  steward;"  unless  you  improif; 
them  in  dependence  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  continiK:^ 
ally  pray  for  his  teaching  and  assistance.  : 

The  same  is  the  case  with  you,  my  brethren,  w 
occupy  the  more  lowly  stations  in  life.  You  cannoll^ 
"  ixitient  in  tribulation,  joyful  in  hope;"  "  contenliC^ 
**  with  such  things  as  you  have,"  thankful  for  if^ 
past,  simply  dcpendait  for  the  futiu^e,  superior  •P 
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(UirmuringSy  cnvyings,  and  covetings;  unless  the  Holy 
ipirit  form  your  mind  and  heart  to  a  heavenly  taste 
nd  judgment,  and  communicate  to  you  his  holy  con- 
lolations.  You  cannot  properly  attend  to  your  relative 
luties,  as  parents  or  children,  wives  or  husbands, 
masters  or  servants;  or  go  on  cheerfully  in  the  labori«- 
ws  occupations  to  which  you  are  called;  or  bear  in- 
juries  and  contempt  with  meekness  and  gentleness, 
except  under  his  influence. 

Abd  can  we,  my  brethren,  wonder,  that  there  is  so 
fittk  Christianity  among  men  called  Christians;  that  the 
church  is  so  lamentably  divided  and  corrupted;  that 
10  small  a  measure  of  love,  peace,  purity,  and  joy, 
appear  even  where,  we  cannot  but  hope,  there  is  some 
filal  piety,  when  we  consider  how  generally  this  pro- 
BMse  is  cither  entirely,  or  in  a  great  degree,  overlook- 
ed; and  how  often  the  doctrine  of  the  Spirit  is  even 
Created  with  profane  ridicule?  If  all  divine  life,  wisdom, 
holiDess,  and  joy,  come  from  tliis  source;  and  men 
neglect,  and  quench,  and  grieve,  and  resist  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  whose  name  they  were  baptized;  can  we  be 
nurprised  that  they  continue  dead  in  sin,  and  blinded 
by  the  god  of  this  world,  and  that  they  rise  no  higher 
dan  mere  formality? 

Many  of  you  might  truly  say,  *  We  have  heard 
many  sermons,  and  hold  certain  doctrines  as  evange- 
l;  yet  we  are  conscious  that  we  do  not  live,  as  we 
II  wish  we  had  done,  when  we  come  to  die.'  But 

hearing  sermons  and  attending  to  the  external  parts 

religion,  have  you  been  used  to  pray  to  our  hea- 
ly  Father  to  bestow  on  you  the  Holy  Spirit  of 


truth,  and  wisdom,  and  power?  Jf  not,  you  know  the 
reason  why  you  have  received  no  re^l  benefit.    The 
seed  of  the  word  of  God  has  been  sown  *^  by  the  way-^ 
**  side,  and  the  devil  has  tak^^  it  out  of  your  hearts, 
*^  lest  you  should  believe  and  be  saved;"  or  it  has  £J- 
len  on  stony  ground,  where  it  could  find  do  root;  and 
so  has  soon  withered;  or  among  *'  thorns,  whkh  have 
*^  sprung  up  and  choked  it."  Oh!  that  you  would  now 
begin  earnestly  to  plead  the  promise  given  by  the  pro- 
phet^ *'  A  new  heart  will  J  give  you,  and  a  new  qpirit 
*^  will  I  put  within  you;  and  I  will  tak^  away  the  ftony 
*^  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
^*  heart  of  flesh;  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  yoii| 
*'  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes,  smd  ye  shaQ 
''  keq>  my  judgments  and  do  thf»n«"*   Then  yo9 
would  find,  that  the  seed  falling  on  good  groundt 
*^  that  receiving  the  word  in  an  honest  and  goodhcsrt,'^ 
you  would  "  keep  it  and  l^-ing  forth  fruit  with  p«- 
^^  tience."  ^'  Ask  and  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek  an4 
*^  you  shall  find;  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  uiit9 
'^  you;  for  every  one  that  askcth  receiveth;  andhedist 
^^  scekcth  findeth;  and  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  be 
'^  opened." 

To  you  who  really  desire  to  find  and  walk  in  th|r 
ways  of  peace  and  holiness;  it  is  enough  to  say,  yott 
have  an  infallible  Teacher,  an  almighty  Helper, 
an  ull  suRicicnt  Comforter.  More  than  this  cannot 
expressed  in  human  hj^t^uuge,  *'  Happy  art  thou, 


i 

*  Ezck.  XXX vi.  26,  27,  J 
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^*  Israel;  who  is  like  unto  thee^  O  people,  saved  by 

^<  the  LoED?  the  Shield  of  thy  help,  and  the  Sword 

•«  of  thine  excellency.**  "  The  eternal  God  is  thy 

**  Reftige,  and  underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms.'* 

And  the  blessings  he  hath  bestowed  *'  shall  be  in  thee 

^*  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into,  everlasting  life.** 

Begin,  therefore,  and  go  through,  every  undertaking 

ia  this  confidence  and  dependence;  with  prayer  and 

tbinkagiving;  and  you  will  soon  be  made  ^'  more  than 

"  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  you.*' 

In  a4dressing  you  thus  fully  concerning  the  promise 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  wish  it  always  to  be  understood, 
if  not  particularly  mentioned,  that  this  promise  is  given 
wi  fulfilled,  only  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
Christ.  But  without  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  we  can 
Wc  no  saving  benefit  from  his  mediation. 

And  now  imagine  to  yourselves  a  large  company, 

I  whole  nation,  a  continent,  all  the  human  race,  univcr- 

•Uy  receiving  the  gospel  under  the  teaching  and  iri- 

keoces  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  with  deep  repaitance, 

Ively  fiiith,  genuine  humility,  fervent  love,  and  a  hea- 

icaly  mind:  would  not  a  large  proportion  of  the  mise- 

rics,  which  now  desolate  the  earth,  be  terminated? 

Would   not  the  remaining   troubles  be   alleviated? 

[Would  not  peace  and  harmony,  and  mutual  good  of- 

of  every  kind,  with  temperance,  purity,  and  cn- 

benevolcnce,  effectually  meliorate  ihe  state  of 

iman  society?  Now  from  whence  can  that  be,  except 

m  God,  who  is  Love,  whicli,  if  duly  attended  to, 

wld  fill  the  eartli  with  holiness  and  happiness?  Can 

t  shew  our  philanthropy  more  cfFcctually,  than  by 
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dhb  gemmie  Chrisdani^?  And  if  we  haiv^ 
lowcn  can  we  do  better  than  pray  coO' 
Ifv  *^  dtti  the  Spirit  may  be  poured  out  upon^ 
lagh;"  and  that  the  gospel  may  be  preacb- 
cdL  vidi  die  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven/ 
i  rran*  tqjion,  mhkh  b  enlightened  by  the  beams 


bredvcn,  "  >by  the  grace  of  our  Loid 
Js^rs  CxftXT^  aod  the  love  of  Goo,  and  the  com^ 
the  Hoiy  Spirit,  be  with  us  all  evermore 
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ISAIAH  V.  4, 

fPhM  could  have  been  done  more  to  my  t>lneyard^  th&t 
I  have  not  done  in  it?  Wherefore  when  1  looked^ 
that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes^  brought  it  forth 
yjildgrapes? 

AiIY  brethren,  let  none  of  us  forget,  that  humiliation 
before  God  for  our  sins,  as  individuals  and  as  a  na« 
tion,  constitutes  the  great  business  of  this  day.  Wfc 
should  not  have  the  least  reason  to  doubt  of  the  di- 
vine protection  against  the  assault  of  all  our  enemies; 
did  not  our  manifold  offences  against  God  render  us 
deeply  deserving  of  his  righteous  indignation, -^In- 
^tcad,  tliercfore,  of  calling  your  attention  to  party- 
«jucstions,  which   generally  lead   men  to   **  fast  for 
**  strife  and  debate,"  I  would  attempt  to  assist  your 
Meditations  on  such  subjects,  as  are  connected  with 
the  great  design  of  our  assembling  at  this  time. 


*  Preached  on  the  fast  dayi  April  19,  1793,  at  the  Lock 
C^baper. 
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The  Old  Testament  b  peculiarly  useful,  in  t 
ing  us  the  grand  principles,  according  to  wbic 
Lord  dealeth  with  nations,  as  such.  Individual 
exist  in  another  world,  and  **  after  death  is  the  ; 
^^  ment:"  so  that  no  exact  retribution  is  award 
them  in  this  life,  for  ^*  the  wicked  are  reserved  t 
«  day  of  judgment  to  be  punished:"  but  collectiv 
dies  will  have  no  future  subsistence;  and,  thertft 
recompence  is  here  appointed  to  them*  To  asc< 
the  method  of  Providence,  in  this  re^)ect,  we 
mark  a  very  great  difference  between  nations  &v( 
with  the  light  of  revelation  and  the  ordinances  of  < 
and  those  that  are  destitute  of  them.  '*  Where  i 
^'  is  given,^much  will  be  required;"  and  the  san 
gree  of  impiety  and  vice,  when  found  in  those ; 
liarly  favoured  with  the  means  of  instruction,  is  ^ 
more  criminal,  and  tends  to  fill  up  the  measiu^  c 
quity  ipuch  more  rapidly,  than  when  found  in  j 
destitute  of  such  advantages. 

In  the  passage  of  Scripture,  from  which  thi 
isselected,  God,  bf  his  prophet,  in  a  most  bea 
parable  manifests  his  peculiar  care  and  favour,  to' 
Israel,  especially  in  respect  of  religious  advanl 
**  He  had  given  to  them  his  statutes  and  ordim 
^^  he  had  not  dealt  so  with  any  nation;  neither  h 
.*'  heathen  the  knowledge  of  his  laws."  And, 
advantage  of  a  parable  principally  consists  in  she 
as  in  a  mirrour,  the  real  state  of  the  case,  dives 
men's  own  concern  in  it;  so  the  Lord  appca 
"  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  men  of  J 
**  to  decide  betwixt  him  and  his  vineyard,  and 
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^  terminCi  whether  any  thing  could  have  been  done  in 
'  it,  which  had  not  been  done?"  Why  then  did  it  bear 
mly  wild  or  poisonous  grapes,  when  good  .grap.cs 
ii*^ht  have  been  expected  from  it?  A  similar  appeal 
irill  at  length  be  made  to  every  man;  and  though  now 
sdf-love  warps  the  judgment,  yet  the  Lord  will  at  last 
condemn  none,  who  will  not  be  constrained  to  con- 
deam  themselves,  and  to  justify  him  in  their  condem- 

Inel  being  thus  brought  in  guilty,  the  Lord  nei^t 
proceeds  to  denounce  sentence  against  the  nation;  de« 
dtfing  that  he  would  '*•  take  away  the  hedge  thereof, 
^«id  it  should  be  eaten  up;  and  break  down  the  walls 
^fliereof,  and  it  should  be  trodden  down;  that  lie 
^  wcNild  lay  it  waste;  that  it  should  not  be  pruned  or 
^  digged,  but  that  there  should  come  up  briars  and 

*  thorns;  and  that  he  would  also  command  the  clouds, 

*  flat  they  should  rain  no  rain  upon  it.'*   The  sen- 
tence, here  pronounced,  was  not  executed  till  about 
two  hundred  years  afterwards:  for  Hczekiah,  with 
Isuab  and  other  prophets,  and  afterwards  Josiah  and 
I  pbus  remnant,  by  their  labours  and  prayers  prevail- 
cd,  for  "  the  lengthening  of  their  tranquillity;''  but  at 
length  such  efforts  ceased,  and  then  the  sentence  came 
Upon  the  nation,  by  the  Babylonish  captivity.    Yet  it 
was  more  awfully  accomplished,  after  the  coming  of 
•Chbist,  and  his  crucifixion  at  the  instance  of  the 
•Jewish  rulers,  priests,  and  people,  with  the  subsequent 
^wsecution  of  Christianity:  for  then  the  nation  was 
least  out  of  the  visible  church,  Jerusalem  was  given  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  and  hath  ever  since  been 
trodden  under  foot  of  the  Gcntiles;^'the  Jews  have  been 
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scattered  into  all  nations,  and  the  Lord  hath  indeed 
^^  commanded  the  clouds  to  rain  no  rain  upon  them/^ 
even  to  this  day.  Thus  they  are  left  to  be  reluctant 
preachers  to  the  nations  professing  chrostianity,  of  the 
truth  of  their  holy  religion,  and  the  dreadful  coDs^ 
quences  of  neglecting  it. 

Now  should  it  be  enquired,  what  pec^le  is  the  Is* 
rael  of  the  Christian  dispensation?  I  could  not  hesi- 
tate in  answering,  Britain,  both  in  respect  of  advao* 
tages,  and  a  rebellious  ungrateful  abuse  of  them.  This 
may  suffice  to  introduce  our  subject,  and  to  wttMt 
an  entire  application  of  the  passage  bi^fore  us  10  otf 
own  case. 

Let  us  then  consider, 

I.  The  peculiar  &vours  with  which 
has  distinguished  our  native  land.  . 

IL  The  improvement  which  we  ought  to  bavC 
made  of  them.  t 

III.  The  wild  grapes,  which  the  Lord  find^ 
in  this  his  vineyard. 

IV.  The  consequence  that  may  be  expected^ 
unless  something  effectual  be  done  to  prevent  it*  : 

y.  To  what  we  may  attribute  our  preservar 
tion  hitherto.  And, 

VL  What  the  duties  are,  to  which  we  arc  now  -t 
called,  according  to  our  different  stations  in  the  J 
church  and  the  community. 

I.  Then,  We  consider  the  peculiar  &vours  vn 
which  Providence  hath*distinguished  our  native  fane 


1 
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We  have  long  been  exenipted  from  the  calamities 
jf  war,  that  tremendous  scourge  of  a  righteous  God. 
Few  of  us  know  more*  of  war  than  we  have  learned 
Bfom  the  publick  papers,  or  the  page  of  history.  Wfe 
Seel  it  indeed,  but  how?  Trade  suffers  a  temporary 
check,  and  additional  taxes  are  demanded;  a  number,. 
often  of  not  very  useful  members  of  the  community, 
are  famished  with  a  perilous  or  fatal  employment,  and 
a  few  more  valuable  persons  are  exposed  to  the  same 
dangers. — But  we  have  scarcely  any  other  idea  of  war,. 
aft  it  respects  ourselves:  and  this  has  often  a  very  bad 
rffect  on  the  minds  of  men;  for  they  consider  war  no 
otherwise  than  as  it  effects  their  property,  and  are 
.  therefore  prone  to  engage  in  it  too  lightly,  when  it 
\  )ields  a  prospect  c£  temporal  advantage;  without  rc- 
fcctii^  on  its  consequences  on  the  lives  and  souls  of 
;  4dr  fellow-creatures,  or  on  those  regions  that  are  ex- 
posed to  its  tremendous  ravages. 

Our  situation  happily  renders  us  incapable  even  of 
conceiving  those  scenes,  which  are  really  exhibited  on 
i  Ae  theatre  of  war;  the  devastations  of  the  open  coun- 
j  ^,  with  all  its  productions,  rendering  abortive  tlie 
I  hbours,  and  disappointing  the  expectation,  of  the  hus- 
j  bandman,  and  destroying  the  bounty  of  Providence: 
Ac  burning  of  cities;  the  cries  of  widows  and  orphans; 
the  reeking  blood  and  mangled  bodies  of  the  slaugh- 
tered; the  "groans,   and   ghastly  appearance  of  the 
vounded  and  dying;  the  penury  and  pining  want  of 
the  survivors;  the  terrors  of  the  night,  and  the  horrors 
.of  the  day,  must  baffle  all  description.  So  that  the  hu- 
mne  miodmust  weep  over,  not  only  the  most  splcn^ 
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did,  but  even  the  most  needfUl  victories;  and  war,  in 
ever/  case,  must  be  regarded  as  the  triumph  or  the 
harvest  of  ^e  first  great  murderer,  the  devil.  How 
great  is  our  obligation  then,  for  exemption  from  this 
dire  evil,  during  a  term  of  years,  beyond  what  has 
been  experienced  by  almost  any  other  nation! 

We  have  also  been  equally  preserved  from  die  dire 
judgments  of  famine,  pestilence,  earthquakes,  and  de- 
solating hurricanes ;  plenty,  health,  and  a  serene  and 
temperate  climate  have  been  vouchsafed  us:  a  land 
abounding  with  all  the  blessings  that  we  can  desire, 
and  exempted  from  most  of  the  calamities  to  which 
other  lands  are  exposed,  hath  Men  to  our  lot:  and  kt 
us  not  so  regard  second  causes,  as  to  forget  the  first  great 
Cause  of  all,  who  *^  doeth  what  he  will  in  the  armies 
^^  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  theeardu'' 

We  might  here  enlarge  on  the  blessings  of  our  ex- 
cellent constitution  and  equal  laws;  by  which  the  per- 
sonal liberty  and  property  of  every  individual  arc  se- 
cured, if  not  to  the  greatest  degree  which  is  possible 
in  the  present  state  of  human  nature,  yet,  at  least,  be« 
yond  what  hath  hitherto  been  reduced  to  practice,  for  * 
a  length  of  time,  in  any  nation  of  the  earth.  A  great 
deal  is  often  said  of  Grecian  and  Roman  liberty:  but 
it  is  well  known  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
people,  in  those  admired  nations,  were  slaves,  the 
property  of  their  masters;  and  equal  freedom  was  not; 
possessed  among  them,  in  any  measure  comparable^ 
to  what  it  is  in  Britain.^  ] 

i 

*  At  Athens,  when  there  were  no  more  than  twenty  thoqi^l 
sand  citiaf  ns  and  ten  thousand  strangers^  there  were  four  hun*  • 


But  these  arc  comparatively  inferior  considerations: 
)ur  religious  advantages  are  principally  to  be  valued. 
IV^hen  **  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested  to  dcstroj*' 
'*  tlie  works  of  the  devil,"  this  land  was  inveloped  in 
the  grossest  idolatry,  barbarity /  and  ignorance;  yet  it 
Isasnot  long  before  the  Suq  of  Righteousness,  which 
arose  at  so  great  a  distance,,  visited  it  with  his  sacred 
beams  of  life  and  salvation.  .After  a  time,  the  sif|:cr- 
fititionsand  usurpations  of  the  Romish  church,  like  a 
dark  cloud,  o!)scurcd  this  heavenly  light;  but  the  iir.sl 
dawning  of  the  blessed  reformation  extended  its  in- 
Hueoce  into  this  island,  and  our  progenitors  were  num- 
bered among  those  favoured  nations  which  were  Sr5>i: 
emancipated  from  that  slavery,  and  deliver  •!  "-v 
^t  gross  darkness  that  had  long  oppressed  ' 
•en  world.  Others,  after  an  ineffectual  strug .  ,  \ 
^di  bloodshed,  were  again  reduced  to  bondage.  ,jp 
^  the  persecuting  tyranny  of  the  pontiS'  and  h; : .  • 
Bociaies;  this  land,  in  the  reign  of  bloody  Mary,  v>a:> 
Hi  peculiar  danger  of  AiUing  again  under  the  same 
yoke;  but  God  preserved  his  light  among  us  by  re- 
moving her,  and  advancing  Elizabeth  to  the  thionc; 
fcri,  after  defeating  the  subtle  and  powerful  mtichi.ia- 
:ticmsof  our  enemies,  in  various  instances,  he  at  Icngih, 
•iy  a  happy  revolution  at  the  close  of  the  last  century, 
iistablished  among  us  a  degree  of  civil  and  religious 

«— ^-^i™^^— — — ^— —  I     — ^— »■     ■■■■  Ill       t 

kd  thousand  slaves!  (Ifarvjood,  p.  19.)  It  would  be  as  rational 
Pb  extol  West-Indian  liberty,  as  the  liberty  of  Greece;  for  at 
laccdenion,  tlie  number  of  freen^en  wus  more  dispix'portionbte. 
■d  tlie  slaves  more  cruelly  used. 

'  Vol.  II.  L  \ 
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i  liberty,  which  Iiath  rendered  us  the  admiration  or  en- 
vy of  all  our  neighbours. 

Whilst,/therefore/  the  nations,  to  which  the  gospel 
was  first  vouchsafed,  are  reduced  to  the  most  deplo- 
rable ignorance,  this  distant  region  is  enlightened  ivith 
the  bcam^  of  heavenly  truth.  An  excellent  transiatioD    . 
of  the  saci'ed  Scriptures  into  our  own  language,  is  put    \ 
int .  n*?*"  hands,  and  we  are  allowed,  invited,  and  en-    i 
00^    :j.'    '  to  read  it.  Copies  of  the  BibV  arc  so  com-    \ 
m  :• «  '.r-'.i  cheap,  that  almost  every  person  may  afford    ■: 

m 

tc  ,»:.!.  se  one;  and  ifiuj  cannot,  or  will  not,  spait    | 
a    :'       or  this  j.urpose,  blessed  be  God,  tliereait    * 
}i<  .«. '  :     disposed  to  give  it  to  them;  nay,  if  any  know     ' 
V.  .*■  •,        to  read  the  Word  of  Life;  there  are  those  who 
.  iy  to  pay  for  their  instruction,  provided  they 
^      .  ^  ..  willing  to  learn.   So  that  none  c;in  plead tbit 
re  wholly  destitute  of  the  means  of  being  made 
:.  anto  eternal  salvation.  At  the  dawning  of  the  rt-  - 
iition,  our  ancestors  were  thankful  for  a  few  Icavts 
•     ■  .e  holy  Scriptures  in  an  imperfect  English  trans- 
1     3n,  and  read  them  with  the  greatest  avidity.  WhcB 
Bibles  were  lirst  pluccd  in  the  churches,  the  pcopfc 
thronged  to  hear  them  read,  with  an  eagerness  » 
which  wc  have  little  conception;  and  in  some  parts  0( 
Wales,  at  present,  Uiblcs  in  the  Welsh  language  l<* 
so  scarce,  that  frequently  several  families  jointly  pfli^ 
scss  one,  and  have  it  a  week,  at  a  time  in  rotatiotf^ 
This  should  teach  us  to  value  our  privileges,  tM 
scarcity  may  not  make  the  word  of  God  precious  w 
us.  A  great  variety  also  of  other  pious  books  are  < 
culated  at  very  low  prices,  and  even  gratis^  which 


lited  to  excite  men's  attention  to  the  Bible,  and  to 
tsist  them  in  understanding  it.  At  the  same  time,  no 
smaint  is  imposed  on  the  preachers  of  God's  word; 
or  are  any  forbidden  to  attend  on  their  instructions; 
ad  numbers,  in  almost  all  parts  of  the  land  are  em- 
^ed  in  publishuig  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation, 
irith  a  deaniess  and  plainness  that  hath  seldom  beea 
exoeeded.  (So  that  we  are  peculiarly  favoured  with 
every  advantage  for  becoming  wise,  holy,  and  happy. 
Thk  hath  been  our  felicity  for  a  long  cour^  of  year3; 
nd  when  we  consider  how  scarce  in  comparison  co- 
pies of  the  *Scripture  were  in  Israel,  and  how  much 
dsriier  their  dispensation  was,  than  that  of  the  gospel, 
Wf  dial!  be  constrained  to  allow,  that  they  did  not  pos* 
OS  religious  privileges,  even  equal  to  those  of  our 
favoured  land.  So  that  the  Lord  may  well  demand  of 
m^  i(  What  could  have  been  done  more  foi*  us,  that 
•  hath  not  been  done,"  as  a  proper  means  of  rcnder- 
ng  us  a  religious  and  a  righteous  nation'?  This  leads 
IS  to  enquire, 

IL  The  improvement  which  wc  ought  to  liave  made 
if  our  advantages? 

The  Lord  looks  for  grapes  from  this  well-cultured 
rinc;  he  requires  righteoiisiicss  and  judgment  from  a 
{leople  so  highly  favoured.  It  might  have  been  expected 
)hat  all  orders  among  us,  from  the  highest  to  the  low- 
est, would,  in  their  publick  and  private  conduct,  have 
Manifested  a  serious  regard  to  the  truths,  precepts, 
ordinances,  providence,  and  glory  of  God.  Sobriety, 
nnperance,  chastity,  justice,  truth,  peace,  and  love, 
Ihould  have  been  observable  in  our  national  character, 
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and  til  all  our  transactions.   They  that  come  among 
us,  and  they  among  whom  we  go,  should  have  been 
constrained  to  confess,  that  probity,  sincerity,  huma- 
nity, piety,  meekness,  and  purity,  were  found  rin  the 
eonduct  of  Britons  more  than  in  any  othec  natioa. 
Impiety  and  immorality  should  at  least  have  been  dis- 
countenanced, driven  into  corners,  put  to  shame,  or 
dragged  out  to  condign  punishment;  and  it  should 
have  been  shewn,  by  all  our  laws,  legislators,  magis- 
trates, and  publick  measures  at  home  and  abroad,  ^ 
well  as  in  the  conduct  of  the  inferior  orders,  aijd  of 
those  employed  in  the  sacred  ministry,  that  we  were 
a  nation  **  fearing  God  and  working  righteousness;'' 
a  wise  and  understanding  people,  whom  God  bad 
chosen  to  himself,  for  his  own  inheritance. —  Whodtt  4 
deny  that  this  ought  to  have  been  our  national  chv  • 
racier?    Who  can  excuse  what  is  contrarv  to  thia^  - 
without  palliating  ingratitude,  as  well  as  impiety  and  » 
iniquity?  Or  who  can  account  for  it,  without  allowing  i* 
that  the  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  and  desperately 
wicked? 

III.  Then,  We  consider  the  wild,  or  poisonoOl4 
grapes,  which  the  Lord  finds  in  liis  vineyard.  1 

1  do  not  intend  at  present  to  descant  on  such  vicd^ 
as  are  common  to  men  at  all  times,  and  in  all  placet^ 
but  rather  to  select  some  instances,  m  hich  may  be  iT^ 
garded  as  peculiar  to  this  age  and  nation.  The  LoR^ 
requires  his  servants,  on  these  occasions,  *'  to  ciy 
**  aloud,  arid  not  spare,  to  lift  up  their  voice  likc^ 
**  trumpet,  whilst  they  shew  his  professing  peopM 
^*  their  sins  and  transgressions; '^fas  we  found  it  wrii^ 
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ten  in  that  chapter,  which,  with  peculiar  propriety, 
was  appointed  for  the  first  lesson  in  our  morning  ser- 
vic^*  And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  what  will  be 
spoken  of  national  sins,  should  be  applied  by  each  of 
us  to  our  own  particular  transgressions.   All  our  vio- 
lations of  the  divine  law,  and  all  our  neglect,  contempt, 
•r  abuse  of 'the  gospel,  from  our  infancy  to  the  present 
day,  constitute  a  part  of  that  accumulated  guilt,  for 
which  the  Lord  hath  a  controversy  with  the  land; 
and  it  is  incumbent  upon  us,  as  we  proceed,  to  en- 
quire concerning  every  particular  charge,  whether  we 
knre  not  committed,  or  countenanced,  the  specified 
iniquity?  Whether  we  have  used  all  our  influence  to 
prtvent  others  from  committing  it?  And  what  our  con- 
duct, in  these  respects,  is  at  this  present  time?  Thus 
we  shall  avoid  the  absurd  hypocrisy  of  pretending  to 
humble  ourselves  before  God,  whilst  wc  are  merely 
reflecting  on  the  sins  of  other  men,  without  confessing, 
mourning  over,  or  forsaking,  our  own. 

1.  The  daring  infidelity,  and  "  damnable  heresies," 
which  prevail,  m.ay  well  be  adduced  as  one  of  our  na- 
tional sins.  I  say  damnable  heresies;  for  this  is  the  Ian- 
guage  of  Scripture:  and  much  mischief  has  been  done, 
by  calling  enormous  c\\\s  by  soft  names,  which  sedu- 
ces  men  into  a  forgetfulness  of  their  malignity.  I  would 
not,  however,  be  understood  to  mean  every  deviation 
from  the  system  of  divine  truth.  Much  hay,  straw, 
stubble  may  be  built  on  the  precious  Foundation 
which  God  hadi  laid  in  Zion;  and  though  the  builder 
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will  suffer  loss,  yet  he  may  be  saved,  as  by  fire.  ^*  But 
^^  other  Foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  which  is 
^^  laid,  even  Christ  Jrsus."  The  truths  respecting 
his  person,  as  '*  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"  his  sacri- 
fice and  mediation,  and  the  sanctifying  work  of  his 
Spirit,  are  inseparable  from  Christianity,  and  stand  or 
fall  with  the  authority  of  the  Scripture,  and  our  re- 
verence for  it.  I  must,  therefore,  confidently  maintain, 
tliat  tlie  apostles,  if  living,  would  pronounce  manf 
modern  dogmas  to  be  ^^  damnable  heresies,''  subver* 
sive  of  the  foundation;  more  plausible  indeed,  but  no 
better,  than  infidelity;  to  which,  by  an  easy  tran^tioo, 
they  evidently  tend.  . 

We  seem,  almost  universally,  to  stand  aghast,  ft  i 
the  atheism  and  daring  impiety  of  that  nation,  iridi  jj 
which  wc  are  at  war:  and  indeed  we  cannot  too  much  - 
execrate  their  principles  and  practices;  which  seem  to  ^ 
constitute  a  new  exhibition  of  the  deceitfulness  and  4 
desperate  wickedness  of  the  human  heart.  But  if  wc  ^ 
infer  that  France  is,  as  a  nation,  more  criminal  in  tbe^ 
sight  of  God  than  Britain,  we  may  perjiaps  be  found  jr 
partial  in  our  judgment.  We  are  not  competent  to do-j 
cide  on  such  a  complicated  question,  which  involt 
in  it  all  our  advantages  and  their  disadvantages.  In 
respect  we  act  -more  wisely  than  our  opponents; 
they  insuit  the  God  of  heaven,  set  him  at  defij 
and,  as  it  were,  declare  war  against  him,  as  well 
against  mankind;  whereas,  we  make  our  appeal  to 
and  call  publickly  on  him  for  assistance,  whilst 
confess  ourselves  deserving  of  his  righteous  indigi 
tion» 
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On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  tlie 
theism  and  impiety  of  France  want  many  of  those 
ggravations,  wtiich  are  found  in  our  infidelity  and  im- 
liety.  Few  among  them  were  previously  acquainted 
tith  the  Scriptures,  having  been  discouraged  from 
cading  and  examining  them.  The  religion,  which 
bey  had  witnessed,  was  in  general  a  compound  of 
gross  absurdities,  unmeaning  forms,  human  inven- 
tiODS,  and  priestly  usurpations  or  impositions;  which, 
when  fexposed,  must  become  the  objects  of  contempt 
■Ml  abhorrence.  Voltaire,  and  other  ingenious  facin- 
Sing  infidels,  were  the  aposdes  of  their  reformation; 
tte  ideas  of  civil  liberty  and  irreligion  entered  into 
Jher  minds  at  the  same  time,  and  thus  were  associ- 
0eA  together;  there  was  no  one  at  hand  to  set  before 
rlhem  true  Christianity,  in  its  genuine  beauty  and  sioi- 
JjBaiyf  when,  they  turned  from  their  dd  superstition 
Kith  disgust;  and  no  wonder  they  greedily  imbibed  the 
Kntiments  of  those  who  had  emancipated  them  from 
Aeir  former  abject  slavery,  and  that  they  even  carried 
Acir  principles  further  than  their  teachers  had  done. 

But  the  partial  or  total  infidelity,  which  rapidly 
Ipreads  among  us,  is  of  another  kind.  Men,  who 
kive  been  instructed  in  the  principles  of  Christianity, 
1^  who  want  neither  tulents,  opportunity,  libeity,  nor 
louragement  for  free  enquiry,  have  deliberately  and 
fidediy  given  the  *  oracles  of  reason'  a  preference 
the  "  oracles  of  God.'^  The  deists,  who  some 
back  opposed  the  divine  authority  of  the  Scrip- 
r,  have  been  completely  baffled  in  the  open  field  of 
iment;  and  no  man  now  ventures  fortli,  as  an  ad- 
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versary  on  that  ground.  Yet  their  successors  persist 
in  opposing  revelation,  either  altogether,  or  by  reject- 
ing as  much  as  is  incompatible  with  their  several  sys- 
tems. They  start  objections,  and  hold  forth  scriptu* 
ral  cloclrines  or  facts  to  derision;  by  a  distorted  partial 
stitumcnt;  they  cavil  at  them,  with  a  supercilious 
siictr;  they  affect  the  reputation  of  superior  discern- 
ment, by  treating  their  forefathers  as  bigots  and  fana- 
ticks;  and  b)  iiolding  in  sovereign  contempt  those 
contemporai icb,  whoiu  they  dare  not  face  in  the  open 
field  of  calm  dispassionate  argument.  Thus  they  ad? 
drtss  the  scll'-suUicieiicy  and  love  of  the  world,  wbicli  ] 
prtdominate  in  inexperienced  young  persons;  thcf 
circulate  their  objections  in  periodical  publicationsi  J 
mix  them  up  with  criticism,  history,  and  other  uorb  ; 
of  genius  and  erudition;  and  gild  over  the  mental  poi*  . 
son,  thus  administered  in  small  doses,  with  eveiy  :: 
thing  that  can  render  it  pleasing  and  unsuspected;  1 
they  retail,  by  all  possible  methods,  those  objecuom-  =^ 
against  the  scriptural  history,  and  the  principal  doc-^.j 
trines  of  revelation,  which  have  been  repeatedly  andi 
solidly  answered,  insinuating  more  than  they  choose 
to  avow;  and  they  are  almost  as  zealous  in  dissemi 
ing  their  anti-christian  principles,  as  the  primitifiL 
preachers  were  in  spreading  the  gospel  of  God  oalf 
Saviour.  i 

Thus  it  hath  come  to  pass,  that  in  a  land  full  of  Bii 
blcs,  and  means  of  understanding  them,  and  greatn 
favoured  with  faithful  preachers;  an  increasing  mukm 
tude  affect  to  speak  of  revelation  with  doubt  or  si 
picion,  if  not  with  avowed  contempt  and  aversi< 
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ie  ftast  with  them :  their  converse  may  l)e  about  reli. 
gion,  and  they  may  outwarcHy  attend  to  some  of  its 
duties;  but  their  servants  have  a  double  ix)rtion  of 
work,  to  provide  for  the  entertainment:  it  is  to  them  a 
•  dqr  of  busde  and  fatigue;  and  they  have  no  time  al- 
lowed them  for  the  care  of  their  souls,  or  the  duties  of 
fdigion! 

All  these  things  combined  together,  may  well  be 
considered  as  a  plain  testimony,  how  much  we  have 
sinned  against  the  light,  and  how  greatly  we  disrelish 
the  reasonable  service  of  our  God:  for  if  men  will 
serve  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  on  the  Lord's 
dajr,  tliey  cannot  be  expected  to  r^crve  any  other  raas« 
ter,  during  the  rest  of  the  week. 

3.  It  is  obvious,  in  the  next  place,  to  mention  tliat 
{roianation  of  the  holy  name  of  God,  which  marks 
the  character  of  our  age.  I  do  not  mean  that  profane 
swearing  and  taking  of  GoD's  name  in  vain,  which 
aningles  with  the  common  conversation  of  vast  multi- 
tudes. This  is  indeed  an  atrocious  affront  to  the  Ma- 
jesty  of  heaven;  but  it  is  not  peculiar  to  any  age  or 
oation.  I  advert  to  the  horrid  crime  (jf  direct  i^eijury; 
'^vhich  perhaps  never  was  so  ircqncnt  in  any  age  of  the 
xvorld,  as  it  is  at  present.  'J'l»c  extreme  impolicy  of 
multiplying  oaths  on  every  occasion,  that  pervades  and 
disgraces  the  whole  of  our  jurisprudence;  and  the 
shameful  irreverence,  with  \\  hich  tlicy  arc  generally 
aidminislered,  concur  in  deducting  from  the  solcnmity 
of  the  transaction;  and  men  are  induced  to  consider  an 
oath  as  a  tpiaiter  0/ course^  rather  thiai  an  ex])rcss  ap- 
peal  to  the  heart-searching  Gor,  to  attest  the  iruth 


and  sincerity  of  .what  is  alk'S2:ed.   TIius,  not  only  mtti 
of  scandalous  lives  are  involved  in  the  guilt  of  perjun*, 
but  multitudes  who  are,  in  other  respects,  df  good  re- 
pute: so  that,  it  may  be  apprehended,  oaths  are  often 
taken  by  parish-officers,  by  jurymen,  by  electors,  nay,  • 
by  those  who  are  elected  to  serve  in  parliament,  and 
by  many  other  descriptions  of  men,  without  any  due 
consideration  of  their  import,  or  any  proper  sense  of 
their  obligation!  And  who  can  compute  how  many 
thousands  of  times,  in  the  course  of  a  single  week,  the 
God  of  heaven  is  called  to  witness  the  truth  of  whit 
is  not  known  to  be  strictly  true,  or  known  to  be  £ibe! 
and  the  sincerity  of  men  in  those  engagements,  whidi 
they  never  intend  literally  and  exactly  to  fulfil?  It  isi'- 
form,  with  which  they  comply,  as  others  do;  and  wtM  : 
the  engagement  is  violated,  the  numbers  concerned 
keep  one  another  in  countenance.  Thus,  **  because  of 
*'  swearing,  the  land  mourneth;"  and  the  perjuries  and  -. 
profanations  of  the  name  of  the  Lokd,  which  abound 
in  every  place,  loudly  call  for  divine  vengeance;  espe- 
cially as  no  care  is  taken  to  bring  the  offender  to   ■ 
justice,  or  to  remove  the  occasions  of  such  atrocious  - 
impiety.^  j^ 

4.  Wc  must  not  here  pass  by  that  trifling  with  s* 
l\;mn  subscriptions  and  engagements,  which  often  o 
nects  with  men's  admission  into  holy  orders,  ore 
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"  How  much  more  rational,  to  lay  down  inilcs,  and  punii 
ihosc  who  act  coniraiy  to  them!  May  not  the  same  be  saUi 

.'iibscriptions? 
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siastical  prererments.  To  subscribe  articles  which 
men  do  not  believe  in  the  obvious  sense  of  the  words, 
and  which  they  mean  to  oppose;  to  avow  themselves, 
*^  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  take  on  them''  the 
sutd  ministry,  wiien  socuiar  motives  alone  induce 
tbem  to  choose  that  line  of  life;  to  ratify  this  equivo- 
cating profession,  by  receiving  the  Loan's  supper;  to. 
itad  a  liturgy,  and  in  their  sermons  and  conversation 
to  contradict  what  they  have  uttered  on  their  knees 
before  Goo;  and  then  to  palliate  and  vindicate  such  a 
system  of  prevarication  and  hypocrisy:  this,  I  say, 
must  constitute  a  degree  of  guilt  of  no  common  atro- 
city. And  I  deem  myself  the  more  bo\md  to  speak  on 
this  subject,  because  I  only  describe  my  own  conduct 
in  umes  past;  and  I  verily  believe,  that  in  this  respect 
I  added  more  to  the  aggregate  of  our  national  guilt, 
than  in  any  otlier  action  of  my  life.^ 

But,  indeed,  many  other  things,  which  continually 
are  practised  and  connived  at,  in  men's  entrance  into 
holy  orders,  and  in  their  obtaining  and  holding  livings 
and  preferments,  are  utterly  incompatible  with  either 
piety,  truth,  or  righteousness.  Yea,  in  these  respects, 
•*  profaneness  goes  forth  from  the  priests,  to  all  the  in- 
^^  habitants  of  the  land:"  and  whilst  infidels  adduce 
such  facts  among  their  best  arguments  against  religion; 


•  It  may  be  needful  to  mention,  that  I  have  since  been  led 
most  cordially  to  embrace  the  doctrines  I  then  rejected;  or 
else  I  should  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  quit  the  situation 
vhich  I  had  surreptitiously  obtained  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. 
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thoagh  H'C  cannot  wonder  that  profligate  men  wiD 
prostitute  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  supper,  as  t 
sitep  to  preferment;  it  may  well  be  considered  as  sur- 
prizing, that  such  a  scandal  to  our  church-establish- 
ment is  allowed  to  subsist  among  us. 

5.  Covetousness,  fraud,  lying,  and  oppresaon  of 
the  poor,  have  hitherto  been  so  general  in  all  ages  and 
flattens,  and  have  so  connected  with  the  commercial 
dealings  of  ungodly  men ;  that  it  might  appear  an 
empty  declamation,  should  I  insist  upon  them  on  this 
occasion.  One  particular,  however,  must  not  beomit-    , 
ted;  I  mean  the  execrable  and  execrated  slave-trade.    ! 
Whilst  the  extreme  iniquity  and  cruelty  of  this  com-    j 
merce,  and  its  fatal  efiects  on  three  quarters  of  the   | 
globe  at  least,  but  especially  throughout  the  vast  coo-    ' 
tinent  of  Africa,  were  little  known  or  regarded;  it 
might  be  considered  as  the  guilt  of  individuals,  and 
not  a  national  iniquity:  but  now  that  the  monster  has 
been  dragged  forth  to  publick  view,  and  all  the  world 
hath  been  shewn,  beyond  possibility  of  palliation,  the 
multiplied  murders,  eruelties,  and  enormities  that  arc 
inseparable  from  its  existence;  to  set  it  np,  as  another 
IMoloch,  to  be  immolated  by  myriads  of  human  sacri-  -. 
fices  every  year,  merely  on  a  halse  or  dubious  persua-  £[ 
sion  of  nationiil  emolument,  is  such  a  renunciation  of^ 
all  justice,  truth,  humanity,  and  mercj',  for  tlie  sake^ 
of  filthy  lucre,  as  can  hardly  Ix^  equalled  in  the  annab; 
of  mankind!  "  Blood  dcfileth  the  land  in  which  it  i^l 
"  shed;  neither  can  it  be  cleansed  from  it,  savebylhCi 
*'  blood  of  him  that  shed  it;"*  and  the  case  cannotbc^^ 

•  Numbersj  x;cxv.  ?.'^. 
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altered  by  the  mere  circumstance  oF  the  blood  being 
shed  at  a  distance,  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  nation.  So 
that  the  unavenged  blood  of  thousands  of  poor  negroes, 
cries  daily  from  the  earth  unto  God,  against  tlie  inha* 
bitants  of  Great  Britain;  and  will  continue  to  do  so( 
more  and  more,  until  this  atrocious  evil  be  completely 
terminated;  and  murder,  rapine,  and  cruelty  be  no 
more  sanctioned  by  our  legislature:  or,  till  the  Lord 
take  the  matter  into  his  own  hands;  and  we  learn,  to 
our  cost,  that  honesty  and  mercy  are  tlie  best  policy; 
and  that  oppression  of  the  poor  and  helpless  can  never 
enrich,  but  will  certainly  sink,  the  nation  that  sane- 
tioBsthem. 

In  vain  do  we  fast  and  pray,  unless  we  *'  loose  tlie 
^  bands  of  wickedness,  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and 
'*  let  the  oppressed  go  free."*  For  whilst  lucrative 
sios  are  per^sted  in,  our  repentance  can  only  resem- 
'  bie'that  of  Pharaoh,  who  cried  out,  "  I  have  sinned,'* 
bat  would  not  consent  to  liberate  the  oppressed  Is- 
raelites. Without  attention  to  such  plain  duties,  how 
can  we  call  this  a  fust,  or  an  acceptable  day  to  the 
Lord? 

After  such  an  overgrown  evil  and  bloodshed,  on  so 
large  a  scale,  it  may  almost  seem  an  approach  to  tri- 
fling,  when  I  proceed  to  mention  the  blood  shed  in 
duels,  and  not  avenged  by  the  death  of  the  murderer. 
Whilst  so  many  thieves  are  put  to  death,  by  a  policy 
not  autliorized  in  the  word  of  God,  and  evidently  not 


^  Isaiah  !viii.  5,  6. 
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attended  witli  liis  blessing,  almost  the  worst  of  mur- 
derers are  sufiered  to  escape!  But  let  magistrates  and 
jurymen  look  to  it,  how  they  will  answer  it  to  Gos; 
if,  under  the  term  of  man-slaughter,  they  liberate  the 
malicious  murderer,  and  so  abet  duelling,  which  is  one 
of  the  greatest  outrages  against  both  the  law  and  the 
gospel  of  God,  which  can  almost  be  conceived. 

6.  Among  other  national  sins,  it  will  perhaps  excite 
surprise,  that  I  mention  tlie  luxury  and  extravagance 
of  the  age.  I  mean  not,  however,  to  inveigh  against 
all  those  excesses,  which,  though  indeed  very  crimi- 
nal, are  not  peculiar  to  the  present  times.   I  advert  to 
the  prevailing  disposition  of  all  orders  in  the  society 
to  emulate  tlieir  superiors,  till  all  distinction  of  rank  is 
nearly  lost.     By  a  variety  of   methods,  which  are 
useful  to  a  certain  degree  in  a  commercial  country, 
credit  may  be  acquired  to  a  very  large  extent:  men 
therefore,  possessed  of  small  property,  engage  in  bu- 
siness disproportionately  large;  and  then  launch  out  in 
their  expenditure,  according  to  their  apparent^  not 
their  rcal^  circumstances.  They  vie  with  each  other, 
and  with  persons  of  real  affluence,  in  their  houses, 
furniture,  appearance,  attendants,  and  entertainments;  r 
they  frequent  expensive  publick  diversions,  (which  ai^ 
multiplied  beyond  the  example  of  former  times,) 
they  join  in  every  fashionable  vanity:  till  at  length  tl 
accumulated  debts  weigh  them  down,  and  mulutuf 
are  ruined  along  with  them.  This  is  come  to  such 
pitch,  that  it  threatens  the  destruction  of  credit  itselD 
and  commerce  with  it;  and  the  cflfect  may  possibM 
prove  the  punishment  of  our  other  sins.  j 
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The  case  is  similar  with  the  inferior  orders:  ser« 

vants  emulate  their  masters;  their  wages  are  lavished 

away  in  needless  expences;  so  that  old  age  or  sickness 

finds  them  destitute,  or  their  death  leaves  families  un- 

fiovided  for.    The  evils  which  originate  from  this 

lource,  can  scarcely  be  enumerated;  it  concurs  with 

other  things  to  produce  that  spirit  of  gaming,  which 

nuns  numbers,  and  often  terminates  in  suicide;  and  it 

is  a  principal  cause  of  those  varied  methods  of  fraud 

and  robbery,  which  fill  our  jails  with  wretched  inhabi- 

bats,  and  make  way  for  so  many  lamentable  execu* 

tions:  whilst  the  other  national  sins,  that  we  are  about 

to  oonader,  greatly  originate  from  this  prolifick  sdurcc 

flf  vice  and  misery. 

7.  Of  these  we  may  next  mention  the  venality, 
wUch  so  greatly  degrades  our  national  character,  and 
threatens  even  the  subversion  of  our  excellent  consti- 
totion.  Whilst  men  in  general  live  above  what  they 
can  afford,  they  will  certainly  be  tempted  to  grasp  at 
gain  from  every  quarter;  and  in  general,  a  sufficient 
compensation  will  determine  them  to  any  measure  or 
any  party.  Thus  things  are  now  come  to  that  pass, 
that  few  of  those  who  elect  mcml^rs  to  serve  in  par- 
liament, honestly  vote  for  the  wisest  and  most  upright 
men  that  arc  proix)sed  to  them,  \vitl;out  expecting  any 
other  compensation  than  their  faithful  endeavours  to 
serve  their  country;  but  by  far  the  greatest  number, 
m  other  places,  besides  the  snialf  boroughs,  expect  to 
be  paid,  in  some  v/ay  or  other,  for  their  votes:  and  so 
peat  is  the  selfish  ingenuity,  that  is  exercised  in  evad- 
iag  the  laws,  tliat  no  method  hath  yet  been  found  ef- 

Vol.  XI.  N  n 
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fectual  for  preventing  such  bribery.  How  then  can  it 
be  expected  that  the  senate  should  be  uncorrupt?  For 
whilst  the  people,  like  £sau,  sell  their  birtli-right  for 
a  morsel  of  meat,  or  other  paltry  considerations,  they 
have  scarcely  a  right  to  complain,  if  they  find  others 
as  venal  as  themselves;  and  surely  they  at  least  must 
expect  that  those  persons  who  have  purchased  the  dis- 
tinction of  Ic  gislators,  at  an  almost  insuppcvtablc  ex- 
pence,  will  endeavour  to  indemnify  themselves,  by  the 
use  they  make  of  their  talents,  votes,  and  influence. 
This  evil  spreads  so  wide,  apd  pervades  all  orders 
of  men  to  that  degree,  that  we  may  enquire  with  the 
prophet,  ^'  Who  is  there  among  you  that  would  shut 
**  the  doors  for  nought?"*  And  it  is  a  sad  proof  of  the 
debility  which  hath  seized  upon  our  moral  and  rd« 
gious  constitution;  for  **  the  whole  head  is  sick,  ^ 
**  the  whole  heart  is  faint,"  through  this  invetcwtc 
disease,  which  is  the  genuine  oftspring  of  luxury  and 
extravagance,  connected  with  avarice;  an  insatiable  ra- 
pacity in  getting,  and  a  profuse  prodigality  in  spend 
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8.  The  daring  licentiousness  that  prevails  ai 
•js,  is  another  most  deplorable  e\il.  The  unexampl 
effrontery,  with  which  the  trade  of  prostitution  is  c( 
ducted;  the  multitudes  who  yearly,  in  the  prime 
life,  full  sacrifices  to  it;  the  wide  spreading  effects 
It  on  domcstiek  life;  the  exceeding  frequency  of  adi 
tcry;  the  encouragement  given  to  ingenious  womcD| 
profligate  character,  to  publish  their  infamous 
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moirs;  with  many  other  particulars  that  might  be  acU 
duced,  evince,  that  the  licentiousness  oi  the  present 
age,  differs  from  that  which  must  be  expected  in  the 
general  course  of  human  aflairs.  There  will  indeed  be 
abandoned  men  and  women,  so  long  as  ungodliness 
prevails:  but  surely  they  might  be  driven  out  of  our 
streets,  into  their  dark  recesses,  in  some  degree  at 
kast;  and  salutary  regulations  might  prevent  the  mor- 
bid part  of  the  community  from  diffusing  the  fatal 
eonta^on  so  rapidly  as  is  done  at  present.  It  is  indeed 
wd,  by  way  of  objection,  that  worse  and  more  fatal 
t&cts  would  probably  ensue  from  such  an  interposi- 
tion: but  I  apprehend  the  reason  to  be  insufficient,  and 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  legislators  and  magistrates  to. 
.idopt  some  method  of  disdountenancing  such  de- 
Jtructive  practices,  and  to  leave  the  event  to  God, 
However,  the  very  objection  shews  the  awful  state  to 
which  we  are  reduced,  and  what  cause  we  have  to 
irar,  lest  we  should  speedily  become  like  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah;  only  much  more  inexcusable,  because  of 
our  superior  advantages. 

I  shall  conclude  this  part  of  our  enquiry  (not  be- 
cause the  subject  is  exhausted,  but  because  want  of 
Ume  requires  it,)  by  mentioning, 

9.  Lastly.  The  sad  abuse  that  is  made  of  the  gos- 
pel, by  those  w^ho  prpfess  to  believe  it. 

If  the  name  of  a  Christian  hath  been  rendered 
odious  to  Pagans  and  Mahometans  throughout  the 
earth,  by  the  crimes  of  men  who  bore  and  disgraced 
that  appellation,  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
also  have  been  grievously  exposed  to  contempt  and 
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obloquy,  in  bur  land,  by  the  atrocious  mlscouduct  of 
many  who  have  zealously  contended  for  them.  "  Wo^ 
♦*  be  to  the  world,  because  of  oflfences!"  Indeed  wc 
have  all  need  of  humiliation  before  God  this  day,  be- 
cause we  have  failed  of  recommending  the  dot^rineof 
God  our  Saviour  to  others,  by  our  example,  as  vft 
ought  to  have  done;  and  because,  in  some  respects,  nt 
have  increased  their  prejudices  by  our  misconduct. 
But  I  more  especially  advert  to  the  notorious  disho- 
nesty and  other  scandalous  crimes,  which  have  been 
discovered  in  the  habitual  conduct  of  zealous  disputed 
for  evangelical  tenets;  the  total  disregard  for  rdativt 
duties,  which  many  have  manifested^  the  looie  and^ 
nomian  tenets,  by  which  this  laxity  of  practice  hn 
been  varnished  over;  and  the  bitter,  boasting,  cen8on>    ! 
ous,  and  backbiting  spirit,  with  which  religious  txtt' 
troversies  have  been  conducted.   These,  and  varidos 
other  abuses  of  the  gospel,  have  furnished  infiddi 
with  their  most  formidable  weapons  against  the  tnitht 
have  given  countenance  to  those  who  substitute  a  de- 
cent proud  morality,  in  the  place  of  repentance,  &ith| 
and  holiness;  and  have  quieted  the  minds  of  cardesi  J 
persons  with  the  idea  that  religion  would  rather  roak*  ^ 
them  worse  than  better;  and  led  them  to  conclude^'^ 
that  there  is  no  reality  in  it,  seeing  they  can  detect  S8r- 
xnuch  hypocrisy  in  men's  profession  of,  and  zeal  fofj 
the  gospel. 

And  now,  if  we  take  these  things  together,  com 
ing  them  with  our  national  advantages  and  obligati< 
will  it  not  be  evident,  that  "when  the  Lord  loob 
"  for  grapes,  he  hatli  found  wild  grapes?'* 
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■  We  proceed,  tlicrefprc,  to  enquire, 

IV.  What  consequences  may  be  expecCed,  notwith- 
alnding  the  Lohd's  long  suffering,  unless  proper 
means  be  used  to  prevent  them? 

The  context  expressly  answers  this  question;  the 
Lord  himself  declares  what  he  will  do  to  his  vineyard. 
"  I  will,"  says  he,  **  take  away  tlie  hedge  thereof,  and 
"  it  dmll  be  eaten  up;  and  break  down  the  walLthere* 
**  of,  and  it  shall  be  trodden  down;  and  I  will  lay  it 
^  waste;  it  shall  not  be  pruned,  nor  digged;  but  there 
**  shall  come  up  briers  and  thorns:  I  will  also  com- 
*  mand  the  tlouds,  that  they  rain  no  rain  upon  it."  B! 
ne  provoke  the  Lord  by  our  ingratitude  to  withdraw 
fom  us  his  providential  protection,  our  fleets,  our  ar- 
aies,  and  all  the  advantages  of  our  situation,  will  do 
nothing  to  prevent  our  failing  under  a  foreign  yoke,  or 
having  our  land  desolated  by  hostile  invasions.  We 
may  also  be  left  to  learn  from  experience  the  sore 
judgments  of  famine,  pestilence,  and  other  desolate 
scourges.  But  it  will  suffice,  if  the  Lord  in  anger 
shoiUd  leave  us  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  mad  passions,' 
or  infiituated  counsels.  We  should,  in  that  case,  soon 
throw  away  our  mercies  with  our  own  hands;  every 
man's  sword  would  be  turned  against  his  brother;  we 
should  speedily  be  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  civil 
war,  and  witness  such  massacres  and  desolations,  as 
\vc  can  scarcely  bear  to  read  of,  in  the  accounts  we 
receive  firom  a  neighbouring  nation.  The  invasion  of 
hidea  by  the  Chaldeans,  the  siege,  taking,  plunder- 
ing, and  destroying  of  Jerusalem,  with  the  subsequent 
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Babylopish  captivity:  and  the  final  ruin  of  that  devote 
city  by  the  Romans,  whilst  eleven  hundred  tliousaiM 
persons  miserably  perished  during  the  siege:  togetbe 
with  the  calamities  which  followed  the  remnant  of  tb 
Jews  in  their  dispersion  through  the  nations,  and  tbeii 
condition  to  this  day,  constitute  a  solemn  warning  tc 
us,  above  all  people  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 

But  we  have  most  reason  to  fear,  lest  we  should  be 
deprived  of  the  gospel,  which  we  have  so  much  de- 
spised or  abused;  lest  ^^  the  kingdom  of  Cjod  should 
*'  be  taken  from  us,  and  given  to  a  nation,  bringing 
**  forth  the  fruits  thereof."*  In  this  respect  our  sin 
may  very  probably  become  our  punishment:  the  wide 
diffusion  of  infidel  and  heretical  principles,  (of  which 
politicks  are  at  present  a  very  convenient  vehicle,)  may 
at  length  be  permitted  totally  to  eclipse  the  light  of  the 
gospel,  and  leave  us  to  sink  into  heathen  impiety  and 
irreligion.  This  is  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  because 
these  principles  get  ground  so  rapidly,  in  those  (ami' 
lies,  congregations,  and  seminaries,  where  the  doc* 
trines  of  the  gospel  have  long  been  supported.  The 
rising  generation  is,  in  many  places,  apparently  dis- 
posed to  change  the  religion  of  their  fathers,  for  mo- 
dern impfovements  of  the  faith;  and  great  pains  art 
taking  to  train  them  up  accomplished  pastors,  accoiA 
ing  to  their  own  hearts.  Thus  we  may  reasonably  fear^ 
that  the  Lord's  vineyard  will  be  laid  waste,  and  anl|( 
bear  thorns  and  briers;  and,  ii>  that  case,  he 
surely  "  command  the  clouds  to  rain  no  rain  upon 
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Such  of  us,  as  are  past  the  meridian  of  life,  may 
perhaps  hope,  that  the  light  will  not  be  removed  in 
dur  days;  but  we  may  well  tremble  for  our  children, 
lest  they  should  be  left,  as  a  part  of  this  guilty  nation, 
to  prefer  man's  devices  to  the  sure  testimony  of  God: 
md  lest  the  candlestick  should  be  remoVed  from  this 
land,  after  the  example  of  the  churches  of  Asia.^  This 
^iiilual  judgment  is  more  to  be  feared  than  war,  fa- 
mine, or  pestilence;  than  subjection  to  a  foreign  con- 
quetx>r,  or  a  domestick  tyrant;  nay,  than  the  fury  of 
an  ungovernable  multitude,  the  horrors  of  anarchy, 
and  the  cruelties  of  factions  contending  with,  and  by 
turns  prevailing  against,  and  wreaking  their  vengeance 
on,  each  other.  But  if  the  Lord  be  provoked  to  with- 
draw his  gospel,  he  will  depart  from  us  in  other  re* 
ipects,  and  "  woe  be  to  us,  if  he  depart  from  us." 
'It  is  vain  to  say  that  ministers  in  former  times  have 
dolefully  foreboded  the  same  thing,  and  yet  we  are 
preserved  and  prosper.  *'  Because  sentence  against  an 
"  evil  work  is  not  executed  speedily;  therefore  the 
"  hearts  of  the  sons  of  men  are  wholly  set  in  them  to 
**do  evil.^'t    Doubtless  the   unbelieving  Israelites 
would  urge  the  same  objection  against  the  messages 
of  the  prophets,  when  the  threatened  vengeance  was 
'mercifully  delayed:  no  wonder  then,  if,  "  in  these  last 
^*  days,  there  are  scoffers,  walking  after  their  own  lusts; 
'**  and  saying,  Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming?"T, 
•*  But  though  the  Lord  be  long  suffering  and  slow  to 
**  anger,  he  will  by  no  means  acquit  the  wicked:"  and 

*  Rev.  ii.  ill.     t  1-ccIcs.  viii.  M.     t  C  Pct?*r  iii.  ^^,  4. 
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he  will  surprise  them  by  bis  judgn^ents,  Vfbew  tbcv 
least  expect  them.  If  we  decide  about  the  time  wh&i 
national  punishment  will  be  inflicted,  we  exceed  oiff 
commission:  but  if  we  declare,  that  ^*  except  we  re- 
<*  pent  we  sliall  perish,"  as  Ismd  did,  we  only  saj 
what  the  Lord  liath  commanded  us-  Many  a  tioMe  did 
be  deliver  his  ancient  people,  when  they  ^'  provoked 
him  with  his  counsel,  and  were,  brought  low  by 
their  iniquity;"  yet,  at  length,  **  wrath  came  upoo 
^'  them  to  the  uttermost;"  and  so  it  will  upon  us,  if 
we  copy  their  example,  and  do  not  use  ^piQpcc  mean 
of  averting  his  indignation. -<^ And  this  leads  me  loeo' 
quire, 

V,  What  withholds  these  judgments  at  present, 
and  prolongs  our  national  mercies? 

I  would  not  willingly  aggravate,  or  palliate*^' 
thing  ill  our  national  character;  but  would  impartkll]| 
and  simply  state  the  doctrine  of , God's  word  ontto 
important  question,  so  far  as  I  am  capable  of  discover- 
ing it.  We  may,  therefore,  safely  allow,  that  thcw 
is  a  bright,  as  well  as  a  dark  side,  belonging  to  our 
subject;  and  it  is  far  more  agreeable  to  discuss  tbiS| 
than  some  of  the  preceding  topicks.  Our  measure  (|(; 
iniquity,  alas!  fills  apace;  but  it  is  not  yet  full:  tiaift.] 
many  favourable  circumstances  may  be  descrii 
which  give  some  ground  for  hope,  that  we  may 
be  preserved;  if  by  any  means  a  proper  attention  to 
important  concern  can  be  excited  in  the  minds  of 
inhabitants  of  our  favoured  land. 
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!•  Then,  we  observe  with  heart  felt  satisfaction^ 
persecution  of  the  church  of  Christ  is  no  part 
rf  our  national  guilt:  at  least  should  any  defects  in  our 
laws  be  called  by  so  harsH  a  name,  we  may  rejoice, 
that  a  blessed  inexperience  of  greater  severities  occa* 
dons  our  noticini^  such  trivial  deviations  from  the  sys- 
tem of  complete  toleration,  which  hath  been  introduced 
among  us. 

When  God  hath  a  number  of  spiritual  worshippers 
in  any  country,  and  they  are  permitted  to  live  unmo- 
lested, and  to  follow  the  dictates  of  their  consciences 
ia  his  service;  I  apprehend,  that  something  must  still 
be  wanting  to  render  that  nation  ripe  for  vengeance^ 
and  that  the  prayers  offered  by  believers,  for  ihe  peace 
of  the  land  in  which  they  enjoy  peace,  will  continue  to 
prevail,  until  they  be  removed  from  the  evil  to  come; 
or  until  a  departure  from  tolerating  principles  drive 
them  away,  or  bring  them  under  the  yoke  of  oppres- 
mm.  Herod,  to  his  other  crimes,  added  yet  this  above 
oiSf,  that  he  shut  up  John  Baptist  in  prison  and  put  him 
to  death.  It  was  the  principal  charge  brought  against 
the  nation  of  Israel,  that  they  murdered  the  Lord's 
prophets,  and  persecuted  his  faithful  servants:  and  the 
crucifixion  of  Chr  ist,  with  the  violent  rage  and  cruel 
enmity  of  the  Jews  against  his  disciples,  filled  up  the 
measure  of  their  iniquity,  when  >vralh  came  upon  them 
to  the  uttermost:  nay,  the  abominations  of  mystick 
Babylon  would  not  have  been  complete,  had  she  not 
been  **  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saints,  and  of 
"  the  martyrs  of  Jesus.''  We  may,  therefore,  consider 
die  tolerating  spirit  that  at  present  prevails  in  our  land. 

Vol.  it*  O  o 
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as  a  very  favourable  circumstance,  and  an  encourage- 
ment and  obligation  to  pray  for  the  continuance  of  its 
peace  and  prosperity. 

2.  Wc  inay  remark,  that  Christianity,  aar  it  hath  of 
fate  }'ears  been  displayed  among  us  has  produced  great 
cflccts  in  rectifying  tlie  judgments,  and  in  some  things 
meliorating  the  dispositions  of  vast  muititodes,  ivho 
are  very  far  from  being  the  genuine  diteipies  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  Hence  it  arises,  that  humanity  and pbi- 
lanthropy  constitute  a  part  of  ournatbnalch{a'actier,itr 
it  is  displayed  at  home:  would  to  God,  it  wereeqittlljr 
manifest  and  undeniable  in  all  our  concerns  withcllxr 
nations,  throughout  the  whole  eartbt 

However,  the  benevolence  and  liberality,  with  uMA 
distress  in  every  form  obtains  relief  in  Britttii,  ^hoaU 
be  noticed  with  due  commendation,  and  cordial  sitii-  ' 
faction:  and  this  benign  and  Inendly  spirit  bath  latdjr 
been  very  honourably  exercised,  in  the  hosjntable  en- 
tertainment given  to  the  poor  destitute  outcasts,  who 
have  sought  an  asylum  in  this  countr}*',  and  who  by 
nation  and  religion  might  have  been  considered  ts 
inimical  to  us, 

AVe  are  not  indeed  authorized  to  expect,  that  libfr 
rality,  when  unconnected  with  repentance,  faith,  loi€^ 
to  Christ,  and  true  holiness,  will  be  a  man's 
port  to  heaven;  for,  those  acts  of  kindness,  which 
Judge  will  adduce  at  the  great  day,  as  the  reason 
his  people's  admission  to  their  inheritance,  are 
dcntly  iiuch  as  spring  from  faith  in  him,  wx^rking 
love;  and  manifesting  itself  by  kindness  to  his 
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,il^  for  his  sake. — ^Nevertheless  we  may  hope  that  the 
LogD  will  recompense  the  mercy  shewn  to  the  poor 
ntbis  land,  **  by  the  lengthening  of  our  tranquillity,"* 
Ebr  he  commonly  rewards  external  services  with  tern- 
poral  benefits;  even  when  he  disapproves  of  th^  mo- 
tives and  principles  from  which  they  result. t 

3.  The  infidelity,  impiety,  perjuries,  oppressions, 
md  cruelties,  before  enumerated,  have ,  not  been  let 
pass,  without  a  solemn  and  earnest  protest  be- 
ing; entered  against  them,  both  in  the  senate,  and  from 
die  pulpit  and  the  press:  and  this  helps  to  retard  our 
doom.  Men  have  stood  forth,  like  Phinehas',  inspired 
with  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  authority  of 
Itts  law,  as  well  as  influenced  by  the  most  enlarged 
lUbnthropy ;  and  they  have  spared  no  pains,  ventured 
1l  consequences,  and  persevered  amidst  reproaches 
m3  discouragements,  in  bearing  testimony  against 
inveterate  evils,  and  labouring  for  their  extirpation: 
aid  it  seems  to  be  the  doctrine  of  Scripture,  that 
whilst  a  considerable  remnant  of  princes,  priests,  or 
prophets,  endeavour  to  stem  the  torrent  of  national 
ijiquity,  the  measure  of  that  people's  sin  is  not  full;  at 
bast  until  it  be  finally  decided,  that  iheir  efibrts  werQ 
m  vain,  and  did  nothing  but  expose  them  to  publick 
icom  and  hatred.  This  is  at  present  a  favourable 
lyraptom  in  our  case;  may  the  Lord  increase  the 
lumber  of  such  witnesses  for  truth  and  righteousness 
n  every  part  of  our  land!  and  may  he  prosper  all  their 
ndeavours  to  do  good! 

»  Dan.  iv.  ^r.  j  \  Kings  xxi.  29. 
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4.  Notwithstanding  the  general  prevalence  of  8cep<» 
ticism  and  infidelity;  yet  the  number  of  those  who 
preach  the  **  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,'*  is  sup* 
posed  by  many  competent  judges  to  be  upon  4be  in- 
crease: now  if  this  be  indeed  the  case,  and  if  they  of 
whom  good  hopes  are  formed  do  not  disappoint  them, 
cither  through  the  fascinations  of  the  world,  the  fear 
of  man,  or  the  spirit  of  error;  we  may  even  look  for 
such  a  revival  of  pure  religion,  and  reformation  of 
manners,  as  will  not  only  lengdien  our  tranquillity^ 
but  avert  the  judgments  that  we  fear. 

5  •  There  is  no  doubt  a  very  considerable  number 
of  true  christians,  dispersed  throughout  the  land:  these 
**  are  the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  the  light  of  the  worid;'^ 
they  are  habitually  ^*  sighing  and  mourning  for  Ac 
**  abominations  that  prevail;"  and  are  now  called  fiMth|  * 
as  an  embodied  militia,  to  unite  in  prayers,  with  hu- 
miliation aid  fihting,  in  behalf  of  our  guilty  land. 
Whatever  hypocrisy  or  formality  may,  therefore,  be 
found  in  die  service  of  multitudes,  on  this  occasion,  or 
liowever  still  greater  numbers  may  totally  neglect  iU- 
(one  of  which  must  always  be  the  case,  where  large 
bodies  of  men  are  concerned;)  yet  very  blessed  things^ 
may  be  expected  in  answer  to  the  prayers,  and  in  .'■ 
consequence  of  the  services,  of  this  day.  v* 

Moreover  these  persons  are  employed,  in  their  se-  g 
vcral  places,  to  counteract  the  progress  of  infide]ityi| 
impiety,  and  vice,  and  to  spread  the  gospel  of  ChrisM 
They  are  indeed  **  our  chariots  and  horsemen,**  m 
whoyi  our  chief  strength  censists:  and  if  ten  righteout| 
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lersons  would  have  preserved  Sodom  and  the  neigh- 
miring  cities,  bad  so  many  been  found  in  them;  and 
r  Paul  prevailed  for  all  who  sailed  with  him:  we  may 
'et  hope,  that  the  Lord  will  spare  the  land,  in  which 
o  many  thousands  of  true  believers  may  doubtless  be 
bund,  who  are  now  uniting  their  earnest  requests  in 
ts  behalf.  In  the  close  of  the  deplorable  American 
nrar;  when  our  resources  seemed  almost  bxhausted, 
md  four  formidable  powers  combined  against  us;  the. 
Lord  answered  the  prayers  of  his  people,  and  we  were 
)oth  delivered,  and  restored  to  prosperity, — When; 
ome  years  since,  our  justly  beloved  Monarch  was  af- 
licted  in  a  very  distressing  manner,  and  every  serious 
Uid  was  ready  to  forbode  some  fatal  consequences^ 
bm  the  divided  state*  of  the  land;  the  Lord  again 
llcard  pTctyer,  graciously  restored  him,  and  dispelled 
Qdr  fears:  and  of  late,  when  our  ingratitude  again  pro- 
ved his  indignation;  there  seemed  to  be  just  ground 
tf  apprehension,  that  the  people,  instigated  by  igno- 
Wi  or  crafty  insinuations,  would  have  madly  thrown 
sway  their  invaluable  advantages,  and  plunged  us  into 
the  most  dreadful  confusion;  but  the  Lord  hath  again 
ttswercd  our  supplications,  and  we  are  hitherto  pre- 
ttved.  **  Oh  that  men  would,  therefore,  praise  the 
''Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  declare  the  wonders 
*  that  he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men!" 
But  we  cannot  tell  how  long  the  case  may  be  thus 
rich  us:  sin  is  the  only  enemy  we  need  fear;  the  im- 
bos  principles  of  our  adversaries  are  in  reality  more 
Irmidable  than  either  their  arms  or  their  politicks; 
fed  if,  to  the  many  evil  lessons  we  have  learned  from 


them»  we  should  copy  their  example  of  avowed  and 
generd  irreligion  and  infidelity,  after  having  so  loog 
wjoyed  tho  full  advantage  of  divine  revelation:  then 
wr  measure  of  iniquity  will  be  full;  tlie  few  remain 
ing  believers  and  witnesses  for  Ch&ist  wi^  be  either 
removed  to  heaven,  or  exposed  to  persecution:  the 
Hood-gates  of  divine  judgments  will  be  openediapd 
we  shall  b^  made  a  warning  to  other  natiooSi  not  to 
^buse  such  privileges,  or  thus  to  weary  out  th^  pa* 
tienoe  of  the  Lobb  of  Hosts:  which  leads  ija^  to  9- 
quire, 


yi.  Lastly,  What  those  duties  arc,  to  which  ve 
are  called  in  the  present  circuin^tances,  according  4 
our  different  situations  in  the  church,  and  tbe  coor 
munity? 

It  is  requisite  in  this  way  to  bring  tlie  subject  home   ; 
to  each  of  us:  otherwise  the  enumeration  of  crimen  I 
committed  by  others,  and  even  by  some  pf  our  9ipc-  > 
riors,  might  prove  a  gratilication  to  a  censorious  ^m*  ' 
[)er,  and  foster  our  pride,  instead  of  leading  us  to  hu- 
miliation: but  if  we  duly  apply  it  to  our  own  case,  (I 
will  produce  very  diflercnt  effects.  For  when  we  ro^ 
collect  that  all  who  concur  in,  or  neglect  the  proper  : 
means  of  preventing,  atrocious  crimes,  in  some  degrep^ 
participate  the  guilt;  .we  sliall  be  convinced  that 
all  are  criniinal,  as  to  some  or  many  of  those  tlun 
which  have  this  day  been  considered;  and  that  we 
a  duty  to  our  native  land,  to  which  \vc  have  not 
thcrto  sufiiciently  attended. 
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1.  It  is  incumbent  on  each  of  us,  to  examine  every 
^art  of  our  conduct,  in  order  to  personal  humiliation, 
iref»intance,  and  amendment'  In  this  review^  we  should 
particuUrly  reflect  upon  the  whole  6f  our  past  lives, 
tilfl  "all  (Hir  conduct  towards  God  and  our  neighbours, 
tocbrdnig  to  the  various  filiations  that  we  have  sus- 
titoed)  and  the  transactions  in  which  we  have  been 
feh^iged.  All  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  as  fin- 
is We  caih  fecoB^ct  them;  all  our  negligences  and 
^Rmsions  of  duty;  our  not  improving  our  time  asod 
tdehts;  tlie  bad  Effects  of  our  example  and  converse; 
wd  our  most  secret  sins  (as  Well  as  the  more  open 
nd  gross,)  should  be  adverted  to;  and  especially  we 
^bgtit  \o  look  carefully  into  every  part  of  our  beha- 
iffiMr,  Md  the  state  of  our  souls,  at  the  present  time, 
iuch  a  tikH^ugh  ^rutiny,  attended  by  jramest  prayer 
li^aib'Heart-^siearching  God,  to  shew  us  what  our  cha- 
^HMsi  is  in  Ms  sight;  and  conducted  according  to  the 
fa-feet  i^ulc  of  his  holy  word,  will  convinceus  that  no 

!iiall  share  of  the  national  guilt  hath  been  contracted 
%  tis;  that  the  whole  charge  of  infidelity,  irreligion, 
ttid  iniquity,  does  hot  belong  to  others  only,  but  in  a 
^iNeasiire  to  lis  also;  that  we  have  helped  to  ripen  the 
Vftira  for  divine  judgments;  and  that  we  have  more 
^iMite  than  the  beloved  prophet  had,  to  confess  ourtnvn 
miSy  aslvell  as  the  sins  of  our  people.* 

This  examination,  and  these  discoveries,  should  be 
rcted  with  deep  self-abasement  in  the  sight  of 

roD;  ingenuous  confession  of  all  our  sins,  and  the  ma- 
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lufold  aggravations  of  them;  and  acknouledgmeots 
that  **  we  are  unworthy  of  the  least  of  his  mercies," 
and  deserving  of  his  indignation:  we  should  sokmiily 
renew  our  acceptance  of  liis  salvation,  and  surra  tdcr 
of  ourselves  to  hb  service,  (if  we  have  previously  beeo 
acquainted  with  that  important  transaction,  between  a 
believing  penitent  and  his  merciful  God  and  Sa* 
viour:)  we  should  earnestly  seek  to  him  for  grace,  to 
enable  us  to  amend  oiu*  lives,  and  to  attend  to  eveiy 
part  of  our  duty:  and  we  should  deprecate  his  wrath, 
and  beseech  him  that  our  nauve  land  may  not  be 
exposed  to  his  judgments,  through  our  transgres- 
sions. 

Such  seasons  of  deep  humiliation,  personal  or  pub- 
lick,  have,  in  every  age  of  the  church,  been  accompa- 
nied with  fasting;  an  abstinence  from  animal  indul- 
gence, or  even  from  all  food,  when  that  will  con^ 
with  health,  and  the  performance  of  other  duties:  and 
our  Lord  hath  given  directions  about  fasting,  as  oc- 
casionally incumbent  on  his  disciples.  We  thus  em- 
phaticall}  coniess,  that  we  have  forfeited  all  right  to 
the  gifts  of  Providence;  whilst  **  we  chasten  ourselves 
*'  with  fasting,"  we  express  our  humble  submission 
to  the  justice  of  God,  in  our  condemnation,  and  our 
cheerful  acceptance  of  his  correction;  We  mortify  our 
animal  nature,  and  teach  our  appetites  to  brook  denial 
even  in  things  lawful,  whenever  inexpedient;  and  this 
favours  abstraction  from  worldly  concerns,  and  marks 
the  season  to  be  appropriated  to  such  superior  engage- 
ments, that  attention  to  animal  recreation  should  be 
suspended  as  much  as  possible.  The  acceptance  which 
nations,  cities,  and  individuals,  have  ever  met  with,  in 
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« 

ming  to  the  Lord  with  weeping,  fasting,  and 

is  a  sufficient  reason  that  we  should  seek  him 

ame  way;  and  a  confutation  of  those  who  would 

nt  fasting  to  be  a  pharisaical  and  needless  ^ob» 

Ve  are  called  upon  to  improve  our  talents,  and 
r  influence,  in  stemming  the  torrent  of  infidelu 
piety,  and  vice;  and  suppressing  if  possible, 
normities,  which  are  the  scandal  of  our  nation 
ly  religion,  and  in  promoting  the  cause  of  truth 
^hteousness. 

ministers  of  Christ,  as  watchmen  and  stew- 
■  the  mysteries  ofGod^  have  their  peculiar  line 
ice:  and  woe  be  to  them,  if  they  preach  not  the 

instantly  and  faithfully,  not  pleasing  men,  and 
inning  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 
gislator  and  magistrate  may  bear  their  testimo* 
i  exert  their  diligence  in  another  way,  and  in 
It  places.  They  who  are  entrusted  with  superi- 
ities  and  leaniing,  should  not  ^^  bury  their  talent 
le  earth,''  but  occupy  with  it,  as  those  who  ex- 
le  coming  of  their  Judge.  The  affluent  may  use 
states,  and  the  influence  derived  from  them,  to 
kurpose;  if  they  consistently  endeavour,  by  every 
,  to  discountenance  vice  and  irreligion,  and  to 
mend  piety  and  righteousness  to  all  around 

The  merchant  may  render  commerce  subser- 
o  the  noble  design  of  propagating  Christianity, 
sseminating  the  word  of  God  in  distant  regions; 
ountcracting  the  efiects  of  the  crimes  perpetrat- 

L.  II.  P  P 


298  SERMON  I. 

ed  by  nominal  Christians,  among  Pagans  and  Maho* 
metans.  They  who  have  families,  should,  by  their  ex- 
ample, converse,  and  instructions,  labour  to  imbue 
their  minds  with  good  principles,  and  to  lead  them  to 
holy  practice.  Every  man  has  his  circle,  in  which  be 
possesses  some  influence,  which  may  either  be  abused 
to  bad,  or  improved  to  good  purpose.    Few  industri- 
ous persons  are  so  poor  but  they  may  spare  a  trifle 
irom  needless  expence,  to  promote  the  gospel,  the  dis- 
persion of  pious  books,  and  such  other  designs,  as    •, 
counteract  the  endeavours  of  those  who  disseminite   j 
error  and  vice  among  mankind:  nor  will  the  poor  > 
widow's  two  mites  be  overlooked,  when  consecniial  i 
to  such  services.  ^ 

Thus  every  man,  in  his  proper  place  and  do^^  )« 
(like  officers  and  soldiers,  constituting  a  well  disd*  *: 
plined  army,)  may  contribute  to  promote  that  rdbr- 
mation  of  manners  and  prevalence  cf  religion,  vhick  ,^ 
alone  can  ensure  the  continuance  of  our  national  pros-  '^ 
perity:  and,  though  the  attempts  of  eacli  person,  scpl«  > 
rately  considered,  may  appear  trivial,  yet  the  united  • 
efforts  of  a  large  multitude,  engaged  in  the  same  causCt 
as  with  one  heart  and  soul,  may,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  produce  extensive  and  durable  effects. — ^But, 

3.  Tliey  who  can  do  little  else,  may  be  helpful 
iheir  prayers,  for  "  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of 
'*  righteous  man  availeth  much.''  All  true  belw 
are  righteous  before  Gon;  none  of  us  think  more  hi 
bly  of  ourselves,  than  they  did  who  prevailed  so 
dcrfuUy  in  former  ages;  and  omnipotence  can 
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its  purposes  by  second  causes,  as  well  as  by  miracles: 
if  then  we  pray  according  to  the  precepts,  doctrines, 
promises,  and  examples  of  Scripture,  with  a  view  to 
the  glory  of  God,  in  dependence  on  his  power,  truth, 
wd  mercy,  with  submission  to  his  Providence,  and 
love  to  our  fellow  creatures,  and  with  earnest  impor- 
tunity and  perseverance,  we  may  be  confident  that  "  by 
**  die  Spirit'*  we  offer  that  **  effectual,  fervent  prayer, 
•*^ which  availeth  much. " 

'  "  Let  me  alone,"  (said  the  Loko  to  Moses,  when 
ir  [deaded  with  him  in  behalf  of  rebellious  Israel,) 
^'Aat  I  may  destroy  them  in  a  moment:"  he  could 
TMf  so  to  speak,  proceed  to  take  vengeance,  unless 
Ills  servant  would  cease  to  plead  for  them.  Abraham 
icsisted  from  asking,  before  the  Lord  delayed  to 
fnnit  lus  supplications  for  guilty  Sodom.  Sennache- 
A^  numerous  host  was  too  feeble  to  withstand  the 
ymited  prayers  of  Hezekiah  and  Isaiah:  nor  could 

Herod's  prison  and  guards  detain  or  destroy  Peter; 

nhen  time  was  given  to  the  church  to  pour  out  their 

jraycrs  for  him.  Do  we  then  hear  of  good  designs 
b  Hhich  seem  likely  to  be  frustrated,  through  the  arti- 
rficcs  of  the  enemy,  and  their  interference  with  men's 
[  secular  interests?  Let  us  remember  that  our  prayers 

are  appointed  and  effectual  means  of  removing  these 
ipediments:  and  perhaps  the  Lord  delays  the  suc- 
Icess  of  such  designs,  till  he  be  importuned  by  the 
»le  multitude  of  his  people;  that  as  he  alone  can 
prosperity,  or  give  the  blessing,  so  the  whole 
ory  may  thus  be  given  to  him,  whatever  instruments 
I  may  honour  by  employing  in  such  beneficial  scrvi- 
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CCS*  It  is,  however,  Our  bounden  duty  thus  to  assist 
all  who  labour  to  do  good.  . 

We  should  pray,  without  ceasing,  that .  the  minis' 
ters  of  Christ  may  be  faithful,  bold,  zealous,  pru- 
dent,  and  successful;  tha(  the  Lord  would  send  forth 
labourers  into 'his  vineyard;  that  pure  Christianity  may 
be  difiused  on  every  side;  that  the  church  may  become 
as  ^^  a  city  that  is  at  unity  with  itself;"  that  at  this  time, 
**  when  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of 
*^  the  Lord  may  lift  up  a  standard  against  him;"  thit 
irreligion  and  false  religion  may  b?  suppressed;  that 
Jews,  Pagans,  Infidels,  and  Mahometans,  may  be  cod- 
verted;  that  such  as  are  gone,  amidst  manifdd  dao- 
gers  and  hardships,  to  preach  the  gospel  in  remote  re*  i 
gions,  may  be  protected,  supported,  comforted,  and  I 
prospered;  and  tbiit  "  the  earth  may  speedily  be  filled  t 
"  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters 
"  cover  the  sea.*' 

We  should  pray,  (not  only  in  the  service  of  the 
church,  but  in  our  closets  and  families,)  that  the  LoiP 
Mould  bless  our  king,  and  all  his  counsellors,  minis* 
ters,   senators,   and   magistrates,  with   wisdom  and 
grace;  that  the  best  methods  may  be  taken  to  preserve 
peace,  and  promote  religion  at  home;  and  to  extend 
the  same  blessings  to  the  nations  abroad.  We  should^' 
Inireat  the  Lord,  who  hath  all  hearts  in  his  hands,  tqil 
dispose  the  contending  parties  to  peace,  and  thus  pve^ 
vent  the  further  effusion  of  human  blood;  to  stem  thal| 
torrent  of  iniquity  and  miser}^  which  bears  dow 
before  it,  in  the  once  flourishing  land  of  our  enemi 
that  so  a  way  may  be  made  for  the  establishment 
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wder,  and  good  govemmenti  at  aa  equal  dis- 
rom  despotism  and  anarchy;  and  that  a  tolerat- 
»tem  may  open  a  door  for  the  successful  preach- 
the  gospel  among  them:  and,  in  short,  we 
beseech  him  so  to  over-rule  present  calamkies, 
w  ^*  his  judgments  are  abroad  in  the  lands,  the 
Ditants  of  them  may  learn  righteousness." 
rity ,  in  all  its  branches,  constitutes  an  important 
our  present  duty,  as  it  was  emphatically  incul- 
n  the  lesson  for  the  morning  service.  But  whilst 
^ve  our  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  bring  the 
outcasts  to  our  houses;"  we  should  also  re- 
^  *'  to  forgive  our  enemies,  to  bless  them  that 
e  us,  to  pray  for  them  who  despitefuUy  use  us; 
not  to  be  overcome  with  evil,  but  to  overcome 
with  good." 

se  are  some  of  the  principal  duties  incumbent 
and  in  vain  does  any  man  pretend  to  be  a  pa- 
^ho  will  not  practise  them:  for  by  his  sins  he  is 
;  to  bring  down  divine  judgment  on  the  land; 
refuses  to  concur  in  the  proper  means  of  avert- 
m.  The  preparation  for,  and  subsequent  im- 
ncnt  of,  such  solemn  observances,  constitute  a 
)al  part  of  tlieir  benefit;  and,  if  due  attention  be 
» these  obvious  duties,  by  those  in  general  who 
ntly  keep  this  day  according  to  the  design  of  it, 
y  expect  important  consequences, 
'ould  conclude  with  observing,  that  if  there 
1  be  any  present,  who  have  not  felt  themselves 
ted  in  these  things,  and  purpose  not  to  give  heed 
n;  they  may  perhaps  be  preserved  from  national 
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judgments,  by  the  humble  prayers  of  those  whool 
they  despise:  but  without  personal  repentance,  fiutb, 
prayer,  and  newness  of  life,  they  cannot  be  saved  froia 
the  wrath  to  come.  On  the  other  hand,  the  upright 
believer  need  not  be  dismayed,  on  account  of  dxne 
iniquities,  over  which  he  sighs  and  mourns:  for  be  wiH 
be  taken  care  of  at  all  events;  should  the  deluge  come 
in  his  days,  he  will  be  found  in  the  ark,  and  nottnng 
shall  '*  separate  him  from  the  love  of  God,  wUdi  is  in   ] 
**  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  j 

And  now,  O  Father  of  Mercies,  we  beseech  thcc  to  ! 
give  thy  blessing  to  the  word  of  all  thy  ministers,  dns . : 
day;  that  there  may  be  joy  in  heaven  over  many  ^ 
ners  brought  to  repentance;  and  that  thy  people  maf  i 
be  stirred  up  to  greater  diligence  in  every  good  workf  ; 
and  more  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  thy  name.  Heat 
the  supplications  which,  with  many  thousands  of  ouf 
fellow  Christians,  we  have  presented  before  thee,  ifl 
behalf  of  that  much  favoured,  but   guilty  land,  of 
which  we  confess  ourselves  to  be  guilty  inhal^tants* 
Oh  that  we  may  indeed  shew,  by  works  meet  for  re- 
pentance, that  our  humiliation  this  day  liath  been  un* 
feigned!  Avert  the  judgments  which  we  have  descnr*  '. 
ed;  revive  thy  work  in  our  land,  make  true  religion  tftj 
prevail  over  all  opposition,  and  prosper  those  who  la^^ 
bour  to  do  good  to  men  for  thy  sake!  Have  me 
upon  our  fellow  creatures  in  other  nations,  and  b; 
the  avenging  sword  of  bloody  war  return  into  its  seal 
bard.  Pity  our  infatuated  enemies;  bring  them  to 
pentance,  and  incline  them  also  to  turn  to  thcc,  ni 
weeping,  fasting,  and  prayer;  that  so  their  mi 
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nay  be  terminated;  the  wicked  devices  of  such  as  per* 
iist  in  mischief  be  finally  disappointed;  and  the  bles- 
aogs  widi  which  thou  hast  long  favoured  ud»  be  ex-» 
tended  to  them,  and  to  all  other  nations;  till  genuine 
liberty  and  peace,  as  the  effixts  of  pure  Christianity, 
any  fill  the  eartli,  and  bless  the  whole  world  of  man- 
Idndl  These  prayers  we  present  before  thee,  in  sole 

dq[iendence  on  the  merits  and  mediation  of  thy  Son 

hzus  Christ. 
Now  to  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 

Aree  Persons  in  one  mysteriotis  Deity,  be  ascribed 

d  glory,  praise,  and  adoration,  for  evermore*  Amen. 


I 
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JEREMIAH  XIV*  7*  — 

O  Lord^  though  our  iniguities  testify  against  Wf  di, ' 

thou  it  for  thy  name^s  sake. 


• 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  performed  his  mournful  of- 
fice, at  that  crisis  when  Judah  had  filled  up  the  mei* 
sure  of  his  iniquities,  and  was  ripe  for  national  judg- 
ments. Having  pathetically  described,  in  the  preced*  | 
ing  verses,  a  terrible  drought  with  which  the  land  wall 
visited;  he  broke  out  in  the  abrupt  and  fervent  praytf 
contained  in  the  text;  ^^  O  Lord,  though  our  iniqui^j 
"  ties  testify  against  us,  do  thou  it  for  thy  name^ 
"  sake!"  adding,  "  our  backslidings  are  many,  trd 
"  have  sinned  against  thee/'  The  Lord  had  befora 
intimated  that  he  would  not  grant  the  prophet's  si 
plications  for  the  land;*  and,  on  this  occasion  also, 
answered,  "  Pray  not  unto  me  for  this  people 
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good;  when  they  fast^  I  will  not  hear  their  ciy;  and 

when  they  offer  burnt  offerings  and  an  oblation,  I 

will  not  accept  them:  but  I  will  consume  them  by 

the  sword,  and  by  the  famine,  and  by  the  pesti-^ 

**  lencel'^  *^  Though  Moses  and  Samuel  stood  before 

*'  him,  yet  his  mind  could  not  be  towards  that  peo- 

*^  pie."  In  the  lesson  appointed  for  this  moming-ser- 

Vice,*  and  in  the  chapter  which  precedes  it^  we  find 

dot  Jehosbaphat  having,  with  great  2cal,  diligence,  and 

prudence,  endeavoured  to  revive  true  religion,  and 

\  dfect  reformation  in  his  kingdom,  was  invaded  by  a 

-    nst  army  of  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites,  with  their 

1^  confederates.  In  this  emergency  he  proclaimed  a  fast^ 

wd  with  great  fervency  he  aided  the  devotions  of  his 

people;  and  then  led  them  forth  ta  meet  the  enemy, 

with  pious  exhortations  and  songs  of  praise.  The  event 

was^such  as  might  have  been  expected:  the  assailants 

were  destroyed  by  an  extraordinary  divine  interpo$i-< 

.    tioa,  apd  the  people  of  God  were  enriched  by  the  in-* 

'    vision. — ^But  the  prophec)^  of  Jeremiah  (and  the  chap. 

f    fer  befi)re  us  in  particular,)  g^ves  us  a  different  view 

of  the  same  subject:  and  by  comparing  them  together 

we  may  learn,  that  various  circumstances  require  con-^ 

sideration,  before  we  can  determine  whether  God  "wiil 

or  will  ndl  answer  the  prayers  of  his  most  eminent 

•ervants,  for  a  guilty  nation. — It  is  T^robable  that  our 

hod  b  neither  in  so  good  a  state,  in  respect  of  vital 

godfiness,  as  Judah  was  in  the  days  of  Jehoshaphat; 

nor  yet  so  degenerate  as  that  nation  in  the  time  of  Je- 


♦  2  Chron.  xix.  1—20. 
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rcmiah:  we  should,  therefore,  beware  of  formb^  too 
sanguine  expectations  of  success  from  the  one  exam- 
ple, and  of  foreboding  approaching  desdations  from 
die  other. 

In  order  to  obtain  more  distinct  views  of  thb  inter- 
esting subject,  both  in  respect  of  our  ^tuation  and 
duty,  I  shall  apply  the  text  to  these  nations  and  to  the 
present  occasion,  in  the  following  manner; 

L  Endeavour  to  shew,  that  **  our  iniquities  do 
"  indeed  testify  against  us;" 

II.  Enquire  what  light  the  Scriptures  afibid 
us,  by  which  we  may  judge,  whether  **  the  Loio>  : 
^*  for  his  name's  sake,"  will  hear  our  prayersiot 
deliverance* 

III.  Consider  what  we  are  encouraged  to  €X« 
pcct  from  him,  should  he  be  graciously  pkascd 
to  interpose  in  our  favour:  and, 

lY.  State  the  duties  to  which  we  ought  pcco* 
liarly  to  attend,  as  means  of  obtaining  the  bks-  ^ 
sings  for  which  we  pray,. 

I.  **  Our  iniquities  do  indeed  testify  against  us/ 
This  may  be  applied  to  the  nation,  and  to  each  of 
individually:  and  it  is  doubtless  true,  in  respect 
both.  Had  the  prophet  been  asked,  in  what 
lars  the  iniquities  of  his  people  testified  against  tl 
He  would,  we  may  suppose,  have  recalled  to 
minds  the  abject  state  of  their  progenitors  in  EgypM 
the*  manifold  interpositions  of  God  in  theu-  behalf;  top 
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bD  his  special  favours,  temporal  and  spiritual,  to  the 
nation,  tht*ough  successive  ages  to  that  very  day:  he 
would  then  have  enumerated  the  multiplied  evidences^ 
which  stood  on  record,  of  their  ingratitude,  rebellion, 
idolatry,  atheistical  forgetfulness  of  God;  impiety,  hy- 
pocrisy, licentiousness,  iniquity,  oppression,  murder, 
aod  contemptuous  cruelty  to  the  servants  of  the  Lord; 
mth  the  multiplied  enormities  perpetrated  by  their 
princes,  priests,  and  prophets,  from  age  to  age.^  He 
would  have  proved  tliat  this  load  of  national  guilt,  so 
ki^  accumulating,  had  been  exceedingly  iocreased  by 
the  unprecedented  criminality  of  tliat  generation;  that 
.thejr  had  now  filled  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquities; 
the  calamities,  which  they  dreaded  or  experienced, 
jusdy  merited  by  them;  that  they  su&red  far  less 
Ihui  they  deserved;  and  that  the  only  hope  which  re- 
jMuned  for  them,  arose  firom  the  plenteous  and  ever- 
fating  mercy  of  their  offended  God. 

And  may  not  Britain  be  considered  as  the  Israel  of 
JBodem  ages?  Favoured  above  other  nations  by  a  kind 
-Providence,  with  plenty,  liberty,  exemption  from  the 
ravages  of  war,  and  with  every  temporal  blessing; 
1^  have  long  enjoyed,  and,  by  many  signal  interposi- 
of  heaven  in  our  behalf,  still  enjoy  the  most  dis- 
advantages  for  becoming  a  wise  and  reli- 
is  people.  **  What  could  have  been  done  more  to" 
part  of  "  the  vineyard,  that  the  Lord  hath  not 
done  in  it?"  And  what  have  been  our  returns  for 
di  peculiar  benefits?  **  O  foolish  people  and  unwise, 

*  Ezek.  XX. 
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•*  do  you  thus  requite  the  Lord?*^ — Not  to  mentid) 
the  accumulating  wickedness  of  preceding  3rears;  is  nor 
every  species  of  uifidelity,  impiety,  contempt  of  reve- 
lation, or  perversion  of  it,  diffused  rapidly  through  the 
land?  Are  not  solemn  oaths  and  the  most  sacred  obli- 
gations, profanely  trifled  with,  and  violated  without   | 
scruple  or  remorse?  Do  not  all  ranks  and  orders  of   j 
men  concur  In  treating  the  name,  the  ordinances,  the    .; 
day,  and  the  word  of  God,  with  contemptuous  disxt-    < 
gard?  Do  liot  all  kinds  of  licentiousness  and  dissipa-    ; 
tion  increase  on  every  side?  Is  not  our  extensive  and    \ 
prosperous  commerce  marked,  not  only  with  avaiice,    ' 
fraud,  and  various  oppressions,  but  with  scenes  of  cni- 
elty  which  will  never  be  fully  known,  till  "  the  earth    i 
*^  sliall  disclose  her  blood,  and  shall  no  more  cover  her   I 
*^  slain?"  Have  not  these  vices  and  impieties  pervaded   ; 
every  order  of  men,  however  exalted  or  sacred?  And    ■ 
do  tlicy  not  sufficiently  "  testify  <)gainst  us?" — ^Thc 
LoRp  would  then  be  righteous,  should  he  command 
the  sword  to  pass  through  the  land,  or  bring  upon  us 
the  most  terrible  judgments  that  our  alarmed  minds 
can  apprehend:  and  if  he  spare  us,  it  will  not  be  foe 
our  deserts,  but  "for  his  name's  sake;"  though  a 
partial  comparison  of  our  national  character  with  that 
of  a  people  who  never  enjoyed  the  tenth  part  of  our 
advantages,  may  deceive  multitudes  into  a  contrary 
opinion. 

But  what  is  the  character  of  each  person,  now  as- 
sembled, that  we  should  venture  to  intercede  with  the 
Lord  in  behalf  of  our  guilty  land?  Do  not  our  per- 
gonal iniquities  also  testify  against  us?  Who  tliatjyiows 
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the  holiness  of  God  and  the  spirituality  of  liis  law^  can 
answer  this  question  in  the  negative?  Let  us  review 
our  past  lives  from  the  beginning:  and,  considering 
every  advantage  of  birth,  education,and  circumstances, 
as  ftn  additional  obligation  to  the  service  of  our  Crea- 
tor and  Benefactor;.  let  us  compare,  with  serious  rer 
odlection,  our  first  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  with 
his  most  reasonable  commandments:  let  us  proceed  in 
this  manner,  as  it  were  from  stage  to  stage  of  our 
joiimey,  to  the  present  day:  and  let  us  contrast  the 
goodness  of  God  to  us,  with  our  ungrateful  forge;,tful- 
neas  and  neglect  of  him  and  his  service*—  Have  not 
we,  as  well  as  others  in  this  guilty  land,  often  spent 
the  Lord's  day  in  dissipation,  festive  indulgence, 
worldly  pursuits,  or  criminal  excesses?  Have  none  of 
VB  violated  sacramental  engageipents,  or  irreverently 
trifled  with  solemn  oaths?  Have  we  not,  in  many  in- 
stances, taken  the  sacred  name  of  God  in  vain?  Have 
.  we  not  neglected  and  despised  his  ordinances,  or  at- 
tended upon  them  in  a  formal  and  hypocritical  man- 
ner? Do  not  our  mis-spent  time,  our  abused  or  unim- 
proved talents,  our  vain  and  corrupt  discourse,  and 
our  aversion  to  pious  and  edifying  company  and  con- 
versation, bear  witness  against  us?  If  we  have  bteq 
preserved  from  more  flagrant  immorality;  can  we  re- 
collect no  instances  in  which  we  dishonoured,  despis- 
ed, or  defrauded  parents  or  superiors?  or  in  which  we 
infused  loose  principles  into  the  minds  of  our  compa- 
nions? Have  we  not  given  way,  times  without  num- 
ber, to  pride,  excessive  anger,  or  revenge,  envy,  ca- 
lumny, deceit,  or  intemperate  indulgence?  Have  we 
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not  frequently  failed  of  ^*  doing  to  others,  as  we  would 
"  they  should  do  unto  us?" — ^Nonc,  but  the  great 
Searcher  of  all  hearts,  can  know  what  vile  imagina- 
tions 9nd  affections  may-  be  concealed  under  a  decent 
exterior:  or  what  secret  abominations  are  practised  by 
those  who  are  careful  to  preserve  their  character  among 
men.  It  may  be  apprehended  that  many  preapnC  arc 
still  living  in  the  commission  of  known  sin,  and  pro- 
voking God  by  their  impenitent  neglect  or  abuse  of 
his  gospel.  Others,  having  long  opposed  or  de^Hsed 
this  great  salvation,  are  at  length  made  wiHing  dnak- 
fully  to  accept  of  it.    But,  alas!  how  pertinacious^ 
have  some  of  us  rebelled  against  the  light!  How  bsve 
we  resisted  our  convictions,  and  hated  the  truth  that 
excited  them!  How  desirous  were  we  oft^nding  out  . 
some  more  flattering  way  of  dclivenOKe  from  W 
wrath  to  come!  Or  how  ingenious  in  our  contrivances 
to  form  a  coalition  between  religion  and  the  world»  \ 
between  God  and  Mammon?  And  what  inconsisten*  I 
cy,  ingratitude,  unfruitfulness,  if  not  dishonourable  : 
eonduct,  have  been  found  in  us,  since  we  professedto  | 
be  tlie  redeemed  disciples  of  the  divine  Saviour!  Alas,  : 
much  evil  cleaves  even  to  our  best  endeavours  to  serve 
God;  as  the  devotions  in  which  we  have  at  this  time 
been  engaged,  sufficiently  evince  to  every  tender  con- 
science and  watchful  heart.  Well  may  we  then  vAogt  : 
the  words  of  the  beloved  Daniel,  and  say,  "  We  da^ 
**  not  present  our  supplications  before  thee,  for  < 
*'  righteousnesses,  but  for  thy  great  mercies;*'* 


•  Dan.  ix.  19. 
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those  of  Isaiah,  ^^  Woe  is  me,  I  am  undone,  I  am  a 
••  man  of  unclean  lips,  8cc."  and  "  we  are  all  as  an 
^'  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righteousnesses  are  as  iil- 
"  thy  rags:  "*  or  rather  those  of  Job,  **  I  abhor  myself, 
**  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes. ''f  But  should  any  in- 
^vidual  be  found  disposed  to  dissent  from  this  hum- 
ble language  of  tliese  eminent  saints,  and  to  consider 
Umself  as  **  worthy,  for  whom  the  Lord  should  do 
**  this;'*  he  mu^t  be  regarded  as  an  awful  instance  of 
Aat  self-exaltation  which  God  abhors:  and  if  any 
prayers,  thb  day  offered  for  our  land,  be  graciously 
aoswered,  they  will  not  be  those  of  the  Pharisee,  who 
njSt  *^  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other 
**  men;''  but  those  of  men  who,  like  the  poor  publi- 
fiiD,  "  smite  upon  their  breast,  and  say,  God  be  mcr« 
^  eiful  to  me  a  sinner. " 

Yet  the  consideration  that  "  our  iniquities  testify 
"  against  us,"  should  not  operate  to  our  discourage- 
ment: **for  the  Lord  delighteth  in  mercy;''  and  he 
bows  down  his  gracious  ear  to  the  prayer  of  the  bro- 
ken-hearted penitent,  who,  conscious  of  his  unworthi- 
ness,  approaches  him  upon  a  mercy- seat,  in  the  name, 
and  through  the  merits  of  that  divine  Advocate  '^  in 

whom  he  i^  well-pleased." — 'We  enquire. 


u 


IL  What  light  the  Scripture  affords  us,  by  which 
we  may  judge  whether  the  Lord,  *^  for  his  name's 
"  sake,"  will  hear  our  prayers  for  deliverance?  When 
he  had  shewn,  by  his  prophet,  that  Israel,  at  divers 

*  Is|dab  vi.  5,  Ixiv.  6*  f  Job  xlK.  6. 
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periods,  Iracl  deserved  the  severest  vengeance,  he  re- 
pcatedly  added,  "  Nevertheless  I  wrought  for  my* 
<'  name's  sake,  that  it  should  not  be  polluted  before 
**  the  heathen.*'*  And  long  before,  when  hethreaten- 
ed  to  destroy  them,  Moses  pleaded,  "  Then  the  Egrp- 
'^  tians  will  hear — and  the  nations  will  say:  because 
"  the  Lord  was  not  able  to  bring  this  people  into  the 
*'  land  which  he  swarc  to  them;  therefore  he  hath  slain 
"  them  in  the  wilderncss."t  And  when,  on  another 
occasion,  Moses  was  preparing  to  intercede  for  Israel, 
on  the  same  ground,  the  Lord  said  to  him,  "  Letnitf 
"  alone,— that  I  may  consume  them; ''J  which  impU^ 
cd,  that  this  plea,  as  it  were,  arrested  his  avengng 
arm,  and  he  could  do  nothing,  whilst  it  was  pnq)erif 
urged  in  behalf  cf  the  rebellious  nation.    Thus  lo^   . 
ahua  also;  w-V^iw  i^?  sTipposcd  that  God  was  about  ttf'  ; 
coHbign  tin:  pcopic  to  destruction,'enquired,  with  grdt  ) 
e:;:  I  ciitness,  '*  And  what  wilt  thou  do  for  thy  great   * 
'  nanic?"j|  From  these,  and  many  similar  instances^  f 
we  infer  that  ihr  glory  of  UicLord  may  be  concemfd  . 
in  the  preservation  of  his  professed  worshippers,  even  ; 
when  their  **  inic;uitics  testify  against  them.*'  It  mW  ' 
be  proper  for  V\m  m  this  manner  to  declare  **his  eter-j^ 
**  nal  pov/er  and  Godhead,"  that  he  may  confute 
blasplicn/ics  of  idolaters  and  atheists;  to  shew  him 
leitdy  t')  deliver  those  that  tnist  in  him,  when  despii^ 
ers  ridlciiiO  their  confidence;  to  illustrate  the  plentcj 
uusiioss  of  his.  mercy,  even  when  "  sin  hath 


*  r./.ck.  ::x.  14.  t  Numb,  xiv 
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lunded;"  to  evince  hb  faithfulness  in  performing 
'omises  and  his  covenant;  and  even  to  display  his 
rousness,  when  his  worshippers  are  injuriously 
ssed:  for  they  who  merit  Goo's  wrath,  may  not 
vc  the  usage  they  meet  with  from  their  enemies. 
"  examples,  however,  prove  that  this  plea  is  not 
rsally  prevalent,  even  when  urged  by  the  Lord's 
favoured  servants;  much  less  when  it  is  presumed 
by  hypocrites  and  formalists.  Yet  there  are  cer« 
nfes,  which  throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  and 
s  which  warrant  a  more  confident  determination. 
D  a  people,  among  whom  the  truths  of  Christianity 
rofessed,  and  the  ordinances  of  God  administer- 
r  attacked  by  those  who  avowedly  deny  his  es- 
se or  Providence,  despise  his  word  and  worship, 
nunple  on  hb  laws,  in  adieistical  or  idolatrous 
nqit  and  defiance  of  him;  and  who  shew  a  deter- 
1  purpose  (if  they  succeed,)  to  subvert  religion, 
stablish  their  own  principles  in  the  place  of  it; 
b  some  ground  to  expect  that  the  Lord,  ^^  for 
name's  sake,"  will  defend  his  worshippers,  and 
:e  the  impious  boastings  of  his  enemies.  This 
i^tadon  seems  to  be  still  more  reasonable,  if  the 
1,  [HX)fessing  the  true  religion,  contrasts  the  bias* 
its  of  their  assailants  with  solemn  and  publick 
of  religious  worship,  openly  renounce  all  confi- 
t  in  themselves,  and  have  recourse  to  the  Lord's 
tfiil  protection,  as  their  only  refuge.  Yet,  even 
nay  be  done  in  so  hypocritical  a  manner,  and  ac« 
lanied  with  such  atrocious  crimes,  impenitently 
tted  in,  that  the  honour  of  God  may  require  thoir 
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punishment,  even  by  the  hantJs  of  his  avowed  dc 
bpisers.  When  Asa,  Jehoshaphat,  and  Hezekiab^  tb|| 
sought  the  Lord  in  their  extreme  danger,  he  deliv^ 
cd  them,  and  turned  the  proud  vauntings  of  their  eqf!- 
mies  to  confusion:  yet  when  Jeremiah,  in  similar  ciw 
cumstances,  pleaded  the  cause  of  Judah,  the  Loa#i 
refused  to  hear  his  prayers.  And  though  the  Jews  ot^ 
served  days  of  fasting;  placed  great  confidence  inlbor 
relation  to  God,  and  in  his  temple  and  worship,  wbi# 
were  among  them;  and  were  encouraged  by  muf 
f^lse  prophets,  with  visions  of  peace:  yet  were  ibtf 
given  up  mto  the  hands  of  the  idolatrous  ChaldeanPi 
whQ»pil!aged  and  burned  the  sanctuary^  destroyed  tbe 
city,  desolated  the  land,  and  reduced  the  wretched  9 
mains  of  the  people  to  the  most  abject  state  of  slaveiy 
Thus  the  Lord  glorified  his  justice  and  holiness,  k 
punishing  a  hypocritical  and  wicked  nation;  and  » 
cured  the  honour  of  his  name  among  the  heathen,  bj 
the  displays  of  his  glory,  recorded  in  the  book  0 
Daniel;  by  reforming  and  restoring  the  next  genera- 
tion  of  the  Jews,  and  by  taking  signal  vengeance  or 
their  cruel  and  impious  oppressors. 

When  the  sons  of  Eli,  those  children  of  Belial,  pit> 
sumed  to  fetch  the  ark  of  the  covenant  into  the  field^ol 
battle,  as  if  that  would  surely  defend  them  against  the 
Philistines,  notwithstanding  their  crimes,  and.  those ol 
the  nation,  the  Lord  saw  good  to  give  the  victory  tc 
their  enemies:  thirty  thousand  Israelites,  with  Hoplmi 
and  Phiiiehas,  were  slain;  the  ark  was  carried  captive; 
lili,  who  had  honoured  his  sons  more  than  God,  wa 
cut  ofl  by  an  awful  rebuke,  and  the  glory  seemed  t 
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depart  from  Israel  Yet,  in  reality,  the  Lord  thus 
magnified  his  name  and  his  law:  whilst  the  contempt, 
afterwards  poured  on  Dagon,  the  judgments  executed 
on  the  Philistines,  and  the  forced  restoration  of  the 
ark,  glorified  his  name  in  the  sight  of  all  the  surround- 
ing nations.  This  subject  has  been  expressly  insisted 
on 'by  several  of  the  prophets;*  and  the  vengeance  in* 
flicted  on  the  Jewish  nation  by  the  Romans,  notwith- 
fltandifig  their  presumptuous  confidence  in  God,  their 
scrapUlous  zeal  against  idolatry,  and  their  minute  ex* 
actness  in  all  the  externals  of  religion;  with  the  con- 
ditiOD  of  their  descendants,  even  to  this  day,  consti- 
tales  the  best  comment  on  these  declarations. — If, 
^Kreibre,  any  persons  should  conclude  that  oiir  pro- 
'fattion  of  Christianity,  the  supposed  justice  of  our 
caostj  and  our  solemn  appeal  to  God  in  the  humilia- 
•dooB  and  services  of  this  day,  are  sufficient  to  warrant 
«i  unshaken  confidence  that  we  shall  prevail  against 
our  enemies;  it  is  evident  that  they  have  not  fully 
wrig^d  the  matter  in  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary: 
fie  the  iniquity  of  our  national  conduct  and  the  hypo- 
I'trisy  of  our  religion,  may  render  the  fastings  and  sup- 
fflications  of  the  day  an  abomination  to  the  Lord;  and 
of  answering  the  prayers  of  the  accepted  rcm- 
he  may  say  to  them,  ^^  Shall  not  I  visit  for  these 
things? — shall  not  my  soul  be  avenged  on  such  a 
nstioa  as  this?" 


*  Iiaiah  L   10««-17.  Iviii.  1—7.  Ixvi.  3.  Amos  v.  21-<^5!i, 
aL  1.10^14. 
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found  among  them  to  intercede  with  him;  even  thou 
he  abliorred  the  iniquity  and  hypocrisy  of  llie  nat 
at  large.  Under  pious  Josiah,  when  the  affairs  of  Juc 
were  hastening  to  a  crisis,  the  nation  was  spared  fo 
season;  because  some  prophets,  priests,  and  prino 
were  zealously  active  for  reformation:  but  after  Josial 
death  the  whole  moss  soon  became  corrupt;  and  n< 
withstanding  their  fastings  and  forms,  even  the  prayc 
of  Jeremiah,  and  a  few  others,  could  not  preseri-e  tht 
from  becoming  a  prey  to  their  idolatrous,  cruel,  a 
insulting  invaders. 

But  in  wliat  respect  do  these  rules  apply  to  our  Ian 
and  can  we  decide  by  them  how  the  Lor  d  will  d 
With  us?  It  docs  not  become  us  to  determine,  wi 
will  be  the  event  of  our  present  troubles:  but  perha 
there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  concluding  that  I 
religious  state  of  the  nation  does  not  warrant  us  to  c 
pect  exemption  from  severe  rebukes  and  humiUatii 
losses;  and  yet  gives  us  a  ground  for  hoping  that  i 
shall  not  be  given  up  to  ruin  and  desolation.  The 
are,  I  apprehend,  several  zealous  Christians  in  the  s 
perior  orders  of  the  community;  a  larger,  perhaps 
increasing,  number  may  be  found  among  the  ministt 
of  religion;  and  a  considerable  remnant  in  the  midc 
and  lower  ranks  of  society.  How  far  the  whole  mi 
titudc  of  them  are,  this  day,  in  their  closets,  &mili< 
and  publick  congregations,  employed  in  those  dutit 
to  which  the  royal  prochunation  hath  so  seasonal 
called  us,  can  only  be  known  by  the  heart- search!) 
God.  But  as  ten  righteous  persons  would  have  sui 
ccd  for  the  preservation  of  Sodom;  and  as ''  thcLoi 
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"  dcliglucthin  mercy,''  we  may  humbly  hope  that  he 
will  only  correct,  and  not  destroy,  us. 

IIL  What  then  may  we  reasonably  expect  that  the 

Lord  will  do  ^^  for  his  name's  sake,"  if  he  graciously 

accept  our  prayers  in  behalf  of  this  guilty  land?  {\s  the 

prophet  only  requested  the  removal  of  the  visitation 

under  which  Judah  then  groaned:  so  we  should  merely 

expect    deliverance  from  deserved  and  threatened 

judgments.   But  should  any  man  feel  a  vindictive 

ipirit  excited  by  the  enormous  crimes  and  unprovoked 

injuries  of  our  enemies;  should  he  stand  prepared  to 

iqcuce  in  their  calamities,  and  imagine  that  the  Loud 

jpD  answer  prayers  suggested  by  this  disposition:  let 

lljfqi  remember  him  who  said  to  his  disciples,  (when 

^Iff  were  desirous  of  avenging  his  cause  on  the  Sama* 

Igtaas  by  fire  from  heaven,)  '^  Ye  know  not  what 

^  nanner  of  spirit  ye  are  of;  for  the  Son  of  man  is  not 

"  come  to  destroy   men's  lives,  but  to  save  them:"- 

We  may  indeed  beseech  tlic  Lord  to  *  confound  the 

'  devices' of  those  who   seek  our  ruin;  and  we  may 

9dore  his  righteous   sovereignty,  when  he  executes 

^Gcngeance  on  them:  but  we  ought  rather  to  desire, 

jStat  he  would  *  abate  their  pride,  assuage  their  malice,' 

yid  turn  their  hearts,  and  transfer  the  authority  to  those 

JIBiong  them  who  arc  disposed  to  peace. — Victory  is 

often  needful  to  tlie  termination  of  war:  but  as  all  men, 

IB  every  land  are  sinners;  and  as  *'  after  death  is  the 

v*  judgment/'  and  an  eternal  state  of  retribution;  so 


*  Liikc  5x.  52-^56. 
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every  soldier,  that  is  slain  in  either  army,  is  a  sinner 
transmitted  to  the  tribunal  of  his  Judge,  and  commonly 
in  the  worst  state  of  mind  that  can  be  imagined;  not 
to  speak  of  tlie  miseries  occasioned  to  the  mourning 
relatives  of  the  dead.  In  this  view  the  most  splendid 
victory  suggests  many  painful  reflections  to  the  pious 
mind,  however  actuated  by  genuine  patriotism;  «Ad 
even  our  diankful  praises,  for  such  answers  to  out 
fervent  prayers,  must  be  mingled  with  teara  oreom- 
miseration  dropt  over  the  miseries  of  iStas  sb&I. 
world. 

Should  another  say  in  his  heart,  ^  If  the  hostile  and 
^  rival  nation,  that  now  menaces  us,  be  abased;  if  her 
'  resources  be  exhausted,  her  wealth  drained,  her  cides] ,. 
^  and  villages  depopulated,  her  trade  ruined,  and  bet. 
'  militar}'  prowess  enfeebled,  this  country  will  derife 
^  proportionable  advantage  from  that  event:  we  shaf 
^  then  be  advanced  in  the  scale  of  political  importance;' 
'  our  commerce  will  be  more  extended  than  era; 
'  wealth  will  flow  in  upon  us;  we  shall  be  able  to  hold  , 
*  the  balance  of  power;  nay,  we  may  perhaps  give  hw 
'  to  the  surrounding  nations.'  Let  aot,Isay,  that  man 
presume  to  infuse  this  selfish  and  rapacious  spirif^g 
into  his  prayers  to  Him,  who    commands   us  toj^ 
•'  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.*'  "  He  that  re- 
^'  joiceth  at  calamities  shall  not  be  unpunished."  Tyfffi 
of  old  thus  exulted  over  the  desolations  of  JerusaleOi 
saying,  ^'  I  shall  be  replenished  now  she  is  laid  waste:  "^ 
but  *^  the  Lord  heard,  and  it  displeased  him;"  far  J 
this  he  denounced  the  doom  of  Tyre  also:  and  that  i 
once  flourishing  city,  now  made  **  like  the  top  of  a ; 
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rock,  and  a  place  for  the  spreading  of  nets,''  rema'ns 
perpetual  warning  to  all  who  regard  the  bible,  not 
thus  to  covet  their  neighbour's  goods."* 
Or  should  any  one  suffer  his  .mind  to  be  inflated 
Lh  the  vain-glorious  desire  of  splendid  conquests,  the 
juisition  of  cities  and  provinces,  or  the  renown  and 
Dils  of  successful  war;  let  him  not  vainly  suppose 
It  the  honour  of  God  is  concerned  in  answering 
lyers  to  this  effect.  As  ^ '  he  abhorreth  the  covetous, ' ' 
'^  the  things  that  are  highly  esteemed  among  men, 
are  abomination  in  his  sight;"  and  none  more  than 
t bloody  triumphs,  and  usurped  domination  of  am- 
ious  conquerors;  for  whom  thousands  or  millions 
Ht  Ueed,  that  they  may  be  celebrated  and  exalted! 
ar  IS  thb  spirit  less  odious  in  communities,  than  in 
noes:  the  Roman  patiiotism,  in  the  most  illustrious 
Kt  irf'the  republick  was,  m  this  respect ^  as  contrary 
genuine  philanthropy,  as  the  projects  of  the  most 
■rii^  monarch  that  was  ever  raised  up  to  scourge 
nkind. 

Wlxat  then  should  be  the  objects  of  our  desires  and 
lyers  at  this  time?  What  docs  it  become  a  people, 
ose  *'  iniquities  testify  against  them,"  to  expect 
m  the  Lob  d,  "  for  his  name's  sake?"  We  may,  I 
vebend,  beseech  him  *'  who  stilleth  die  raging  of 
be  sea  and  the  madness  of  the  people"  to  preserve 
from  the  &tal  effects  of  popular  phrensy;  from  insur. 
dons,  revolutions,  and  civil  wars;  and  from  all  those 


•  ProT.  xvii.  5.  xxiv.  17,  1 8,    Ezek.  xxvi.  9-^6.  !  *. 
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internal  convulsions,  massacres,  and  cruel  oppressions^ 
which  waste  the  nation  that  hath  declared  war  against 
us.  We  may  intreat  the  Lord  to  preserve  to  us  the 
blessings  of  that  Free  constitution,  which  has  been 
formed  by  the  wisdom  and  experience  t>f  auccessive 
ages,  availing  themselves  of  manifold  provfdential  in- 
terpositions;  and  which  w  e  may  reasonably  despair  of 
seeing  equalled  by  the  combined  genius  and  sagacity  of 
alny  single  generation.  Like  all  other  tilings  here  on 
earth,  it  is  doubtless  liable  to  imperfection  and  abuse; 
which  temperate  counsels  in  peaceful  times  may  retnedf 
and  obviate:  but  it  affords  more  real  liberty  of  evaj 
kind  to  the  whole  multitude  of  the  people,  than  ms 
ever  yet  enjoyed  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  any  dty  or 
country  in  the  world:  and  he  who  undervalues  thoae 
things  which  are  highly  advantageous,  because  they 
are  not  absolutely  perfect,  is  not  qualified  to  live  among 
men  on  earth.— ^We  may  beg  of  God  to  shower  down 
his  blessings  on  our  Sovereign,  and  all  his  ministers 
and  counsellors;  and  to  direct  them  and  the  parUamcnt 
to  such  wise  and  salutary  measures,  as  he  may  see  good 
to  prosper  for  the  preservation  of  our  domestic  tran- 
quillity, protection  from  foreign  invasions,  and  the  res- 
toration of  peace  to  all  the  contending  nations:  that  he 
would  dispose  the  hearts  of  all  parties  to  hearken  to 
moderate  and  equitable  conditions;  that  further  efiusic^ 
of  human  blood  may  be  prevented;  that  he  would 
preserve  our  favoured  land  from  becoming  the  seat  of 
horrid  war,  the  desolations  of  which  who  can  suffi- 
ciently  deplore?  That  he  would  defend  us  from  &roine 
ind  pestilence;  and  (whatever  he  shall  appoint,  in  res* 
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pcGt  of  our  excessive  and  abused  wealth  and  prosperi- 
tjr,)  tliat  he  woald  not  suffer  our  commerce  and  mami- 
factures  to  be  so  ruined,  as  to  deprive  the  poor  of  em* 
ployment  or  provision.  Above  all,  we  should  **  pray 
**  without  ceasing,"  that  the  light  and  literty  of  our 
!ioiy  religion  may  be  continued  to  us;  that  its  avowed 
enemies  may  not  be  permitted  to  destroy,  or,  alienate, 
the  places  appropriated  to  the  worship  of  God;  to 
drive  away  tne  ministers  and  professors  of  the  gospel, 
by  r^rous  exactions,  oppressions  or  persecutions;  or 
k  my  way  to  deprive  us  of  our  invaluable  religious 
frivjleges. 

To  these  more  general  supplications,  we  may  sub* 
j«n  many  of  a  more  panicular  nature:  beseeching  the 
IiORD,  '*  for  his  name's  sake,*'  to  bless  the  labours  of 
lit  fiuthful  pastors  and  teachers,  and  to  bestow  on  them 
pi  iDcreaae  of  wisdom  and  grace;  to  send  '^  forth 
^  marc  labourers  into  his  harvest,"  '  to  illuminate 
'with  true  knowledge  and  understanding  of  his  word,* 
iD  who  sustain  that  sacred  character;  and  to  reform 
nch  as  are  wicked,  ignorant,  or  heretical,  ^ye  may 
htg  of  him  to  purify  the  places  of  public  education, 
btt  they  may  indeed  be  '  seminaries  of  sound  learn- 
f  iDg  and  true  religion;'  to  prosper  every  metliod  taken 
br  the  religious  instruction  of  the  poor,  and  of  their 
Iteldren;  and  all  endeavours  of  his  servants,  publick  or 
pimtc,  to  repress  vice,  to  exterminate  national  enor- 
pides,  to  promote  true  religion,  to  diffuse  the  light  of 
:  goq)el,  or  in  any  way  to  relieve  misery,  and  do 
xl  to  mankind:  and  we  should  most  earnestly  pray, 
t  many  active  ;zealous  instruments  may  be  raiscf) 
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up,  by  whom  such  efiectual  remedies  shall  be  appl&d 
to  the  moral  and  religious  distempers  of  the  land,  as 
may  prevent  the  ruin  which  our  iniquities  seem  ready 
to  bring  down  upon  us.  If  we  add  to  these  supplica- 
tions for  ourselves,  our  unfeigned  and  fervent  inter- 
cession, not  only  for  our  friends  and  allies,  but  also 
for  our  enemies;  for  every  part  of  the  visible  church, 
and  for  the  nations  '*  that  ^t  in  darkness,  and  in  tte 
*'  shadow  of  death;''  we  may  confidently  expect  tfait 
*^  the  Lord,  for  his  name's  sake,"  will  accept  us:  aai 
either  spare  our  land  in  answer  to  them;  or,  if  in  Iih 
nghteous  sovereignty  he  hath  determined  othenri^ 
our  prayer  will  return  into  our  own  bosoms,  and  ve 
shall  be  mercifully  regarded  in  the  day  of  calamity* 

IV.  I'o  state  the  duties  which  are  especially  rcquif- 
ed  of  us  on  this  occasion,  as  a  means  of  obCainnjf 
those  blessings,  which  are  the  objects  of  our  prayers 
and  desires.-^ 

It  is  obvious  to  every  one,  that  self-examinatioo,li; 
respect  of  our  state,  character,  and  every  part  of  «* 
conduct;  with  personal  humiliation,  repentance,  renc!V>L 
ed  acceptance  of  the  salvation  of  the  gospel,  and  s*| 
ous  purposes  of  devoting  ourselves  to  God, 
"  bought  with  a  price,  to  glorify  him  in  body 
"  spirit  which  are  his;''  forgiveness  of  injuries, 
tution  to  the  injured,  charity  to  our  poor  bi 
and  amendment  of  life,  should  accompany  such 
ers,  as  we  have  been  this  day  presenting  before 
throne  of  Grace.  Various  regulations,  duties,  and  -^ 
deavours,  in  «ur  families  and  in  relative  life,  nfl^ 
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%rith   great  propriety  be  inculcated:  one  'especially 
should  not  be  omitted. — It  b  too  well  known,  that 
many  who  call  themselves  Christians,  and  even  appear 
to  be  religious  in  the  house  of  God,  neglect  his  wor- 
ship in  their  own  houses,  and  in  this  respect^  resemble 
the  heathen:*  Would  it  not  then  be  peculiarly  suitable 
Jto  this  occasion,  should  any  master  of  a  family,  who 
is  consciously  criminal  in  this  matter,  call  together  his 
"domesticks,  own  before  them  his  conviction  that  his 
ifarmer  neglect  had  been  very  sinful,  and  declare  that 
ic  had  now  adopted  Joshua's  resolutioUt  *'  As  for  me 
^  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  LoRD;''t  ^^ 
should  he,  having  made  this  declaration,  beg^n  to  read 
the  scriptures  to  them,  and  join  with  tliem  in  worship- 
ping God  from  that  time,  in  a  regular  and  constant 
manner?  Thus  instructing  and  *^  commanding  his  chil- 
*'  dren  and  household  after  him,  to  walk  in  the  ways 
''  of  the  Lord,"  in  imitation  of  Abraham's  example; 
be  might  reasonably  hope  that  God  would  regard  his 
•pnyers  for  the  guilty,  as  he  did  those  of  the  Patriarch 
'far  Sodom;  and  that  future  generations  also  might  in 
some*  measure  derive  benefit  firom  his  pious  endea- 

It  becomes  us,  on  this  occasion  especially,  to  en« 
*^pure  seriously,  what  talents  the  Lord  hath  committed 
to  our  stewardship?  and  whether  we  have  duly  im- 
proved them?  This  will  conduce  to  our  humiliation^ 
laod  instruction  in  our  own  duty;  for  no  real  advantage 
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can  arise  from  an  acquaintance  with  other  men's  faults 
and  duties,  or  intermeddling  ^*  as  busy-bodies  in  other 
"  men's  matters,"  whilst  our  own  business  is  n^- 
lected.  Such  a  conduct  in  domesticks  throws  a  fami- 
\y  into  confusion,  and  it  can  produce  no  better  effects 
in  the  community:  but  when  every  man  studies  to 
know  and  practise  the  duty  of  his  station,  the  whole 
goes  on  regularly  and  is  well  managed.  Numbers,  in- 
deed, will  continue  ignorant  or  negligent  of  their  pro» 
per  work;  and  will  be  ambitious  of  attracting  the  A 
tention  of  their  fellow-citizens,  by  a  clamorous  offi* 
ciousness  in  matters  **  too  high  for  them:"  butChm 
tians  should  ^'  be  ambitious  (pt^Vful^^)  to  be  quiet; 
"  and  to  mind  tlieir  own  business."* 

The  minister  of  state  and  the  minister  of  reKgioii  . 
tlie  senator  and  the  magistrate,  the  gentleman  and  the  ^ 
merchant,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  master  and  the 
domestick,  have  their  several  stations,  talents,  and  em- 
ployments assigned  them  by  tlieir  common  LoiBt 
"  who  is  no  respecter  of  persons.'*  Every  man  sbouMi 
therefore,  conscientiously  rectify  what  hath  been  amsBi 
perform  what  hath  been  neglected,  and  improve  everf 
advantage  of  his  situation  in  ^*  doing  good  to  all  mefli ;;. 
"  and  especially  to  the  household  of  faith; ''not  knoW-« 
ing  how  soon  it  may  be  said  unto  him.  "  Give  an 
**  count  of  thy  stewardship,  for  thou  mayestnoloD| 
"  be  steward."    Nor  can  any  Christian  consist 
spend  his  precious  time  in  animadverting  on  the  bM 
of  others;  except  his  office  require  him  **  to  reprove,  Wf 

*'  buke,  exhort  with  all  authority  and  doctrine;"  or iiti{_ 

I 

-' 
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It  be  his  duty  to  inspect  the  conduct  of  some  part 
of  the  community.  By  attending  to  our  own  business, 
we  may  all,  in  some  measure,  conduce  to  a  revival  of 
undefiled  religion,  and  help  to  preserve  the  peace  or 
improve  the  morals  of  the  nation;  which  things  are  not 
likely  to  be  eflG?cted  by  those  who  know  every  one's 
duty  but  their  own,  quarrel  with  vice  in  every  body 
except  themselves,  and  are  zealous  for  a  reform  any 
where  rather  than  in  their  own  lives  and  families* 
But  here  alas!  their  '  charity  should  begin  at  home.'   ' 
It  18  also  incumbent  upon  us,  brethren,  at  present 
to  give  peculbr  attention  to  the  scripturalTxhortations 
"to  Ssar  God  and  the  king,  and  not  to  meddle  with 
^  those  who  are  given  to  change:'**  The  ministers  of 
CflHist  are  required  to  *'  put  you  in  mind,  to  be  sub- 
'^ject  to  principalities  and  powers,  to  obey  magis* 
^  trates,"  and  "  to  honour  and  obey  the  king;"  **  to 
*'  pay  tribute  also,"  and  **  to  render  to  Caesar  the 
"  things  that  are  Caesar's. "  Indeed  it  is  of  the  great- 
est importance  to  the  honour  of  the  gospel,  especially  in 
drae  turbulent  times,  that  ^^  all  who  name  the  name  of 
*'  Christ"  and  would  be  deemed  his  disciples,  should 
aetan  example  of  peaceable  obedience  ^^  to  every  or- 
'*  Auaoce  of  man,  for  the  Lord's  sake,"  in  all  things 
not  contrary  to  the  commands  of  God;  of  respect  to 
tbe  persons  of  rulers,  as  the  ministers  of  providence, 
ind  of  regard  to  the  publick  peace.   Thus  should  we 
aim  '*  to  put  to  silence  and  shame"  those  false  accu- 
who  represent  us  as  '^  trou biers  of  the  city,''  and 
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as  ^'  enemies  to  princes  and  provinces:"  and  we  ought 
likewise  by  such  a  conduct  to  express  our  gratitude 
for  the  religious  liberty  we  enjoy.  But  should  any 
man  object  that  he  disapproves  some  things  in  the 
conduct  or  measures  of  our  rulers;  and  that  he  deems 
himself  on  that  account  liberated,  in  pqim  of  con- 
sciencCi  from  the  obligation  to  honour  and  obey  them: 
let  him  honestly  answer  these  following  questions. 
Did  the  apostles  see  nothing  amiss  in  the  characters 
and  admuiistradon  of  the  Roman  emperors,  or  of  their 
ministers  and  deputies?    Are   not  our  rulers  and 
government,  in  many  respects,  an  entire  contrast  io 
those  under  which  they  delivered  these  precepts?  Did 
the  primitive  Christians  ever  start  this  (Ejection  to  the 
exhortations  of  their  inspired  teachers?  Do  your  chil- 
dren and  servants  see  no  flaw  in  your  conduct?  Or  do    - 
you  deem  them  justified  on  that  account,  in  disobey* 
ing,  reviling,  or  exposing  you?  I  own  I  am  conscious 
of  so  many  faults  in  myself,  that  I  feel  no  surprise 
when  1  am  informed  that  they,  who  fill  the  post  of 
temptation  and  observation,  are  not  found  immaculate   _ 
by  their  numerous  and  rigorous  judges.    We,  art,  .. 
however,  answerable  only  for  our  own  conduct:  the 
crimes  of  others  will  not  excuse  our  express  disobe-  L 
dience  to  God;  and  the  more  we  are  abased  for  OUTM 
sins,  the  less  shall  we  be  disposed  '^  to  despise  doaii*4 
•'  nion,  and  speak  evil  of  dignities.'* 

Among  the  various  evils  which  prevail  in  the 
the  religious  divisions  and  contentions  that  su 
among  us,  are  not  the  most  inconsiderable;  for  by  t 
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is  ''  wounded  in  the  house  of  his  friends;'' 
ciemy  of  souls  now  makes  a  great  advantage 
il  disputes,  to  alienate  the  minds  of  serious 
)m  each  other  more  than  even  We  cannot 
:  divisions  as  they  exist  in  the  outward  state 
irch:  we  allow,  that  there  are  persons  who 
Id  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  gospel^ 
lom  we  must  not  ^*  bid  God  speed;"  (though 
bed  them  when  hungry,  and  relieve  their  vr^ 
ssities;)  and  it  is  our  duty  ^*  to  withdraw 
^ery  brother  that  walks  disorderly:'*  yet  we 
s  careful  not  to  harbour  prejudices  against 
iies  of  men,  because  of  the  &ults  committed 
.  large  part  of  them:  Judas  was  found  among 
£s,  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea  among  the  ru*' 
t  Jews. — *^  He  that  is  not  against  us  is  en 
t:''  we  should  not  ^^  forbid  those  who  cast 
lis  in  Christ's  name,  though  they  follow 
h  us;"  but  **  endeavour  to  keep  tlie  unity  of 
rit  in  the  bond  of  peace; '*  "  to  love  as  bre- 
ill  that  are  born  of  God,''  and  pray  that 
and  grace  may  be  with  all  those  who  love  the 
Fesus  in  sincerity." — We  are  commanded 
ip  holy  hands"  without  wrath  or  doubting: 
mion  of  all  true  Christians,  on  these  solemn 
,  resembles  that  of  an  army  composed  of  se* 
ons  and  distinct  battalions;  if  tlicy  forget  their 
and  national  disputes,  and  vie  with  each  other 
;e  and  zeal  for  the  common  cause;  they  are 
Le  aiid  effective:  but  if  any  malignant  influ* 
ail  on  them  to  turn  their  arms  against  each 

II.  T  T 
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*  other,  their  strength  is  annihilated,  and  the  enetnf 
triumphs.  In  short,  '^  the  fruits  of  righteousness  ait 
*^  sown  in  peace  of  those  that  make  peace;  the  wrath 
**  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteousness  of  God;''  and 
'*  blessed  are  the  peace-makers  for  they  shall  be  called 
**  the  children  of  God."  May  he  then  vouchsafe  to 
pour  out  upon  his  church  the  Spirit  of  illomination 
and  holy  love;  that  all  his  people  may  be  of  one  mind 
and  judgment,  and  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart 
fervently!  May  all  Christians  **  follow  after  peace," 
especially  with  each  other;  and  seek  the  peace  of  the 
church,  in  which  her  beauty,  hdr  strength,  and  her 
prosperity  do  greatly  consist! 

From  this  view  of  our  national  situation,  and  per-  ^ 
fional  duty,  we  may  infer  that  the  true  Christian  aboe  .^ 
can  be  a  real  patriot.  Others  may  promote  the  tempo-  - 
rai  interests  of  a  nation,  with  great  ability  and  success,  - 
and  may  be  accounted  excellent  members  of  the  com-  ''■ 
munity:  but  they  daily  increase  the  aggregate  of  > 
the  national  guilt,  by^  their  own  conduct,  and  the  eflfccts  ^ 
of  their  influence,  converse,  and  example;  w*hile  they  _. 
use  no  means  to  avert  the  wrath  of  God  from  us.— 
To  pray  continually  for  their  rulers  and  fellow-citizeflikj 
is  a  debt  which  they  owe  them:  but  they  habitu 
refuse  to  discharge  it.  The^y  perhaps  censure  pu 
measures,  and  lament  publick  calamities;  yet  n 
beseech  God  to  give  wisdom  to  those  who  arc  in 
thority,  nor  to  prosper  their  undertakings;  and  if 
nation  be  preserved  from  impending  danger,  not 
fleets  and  armieS|  or  by  human  policy  and  valour, 
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ijr  the  out-stretched  arm  of  the  Almighty;  they  mu^t 
Dow  that,  so  far  from  having  contributed  to  this  de- 
Terance;  they  have  coimteracted  the  endeavours  of  , 
bose  who  implore  the  mercy  of  God  in  our  behalf. 

The  sacred  oracles,  on  such  occasions  especially,  call 
rpon  impenitent  sinners  ^'to  submit  themselves  to 

*  God;*' — "  to  cleanse  their  hands  and  purify  their 
^  hearts;  to  be  afflicted  and  mourn,  and  weep;-— and 
"  to  humble  themselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  the 
"  Lord."*  Thus  they  should  join  the  national  humi* 
iidon  with  personal  repentance  and  conversion,  ^'  that 

*  their  sins  may  be  blotted  out:"  or  else  "  the  wrath 
•*  of  God  will  abide  on  them;"  even  if  it  be  turned 
•my  fix>m  our  guilty  land. 

*  We  may  also  observe  that  the  language  of  the  text 
b  equally  applicable  to  the  case  of  individuals,  as  to 
Aittof  the  community:  and  the  trembling  penitent, 
who  has  nothing  to  say  in  his  own  behalf,  will  never 
be  rtjected  when  he  humbly  beseeches  the  Lord, 
^  ibr  his  name^s  sake,"  and  for  the  honour  of  his  mercy 
■id  grace  in  Jesus  Christ:  to  pardon  all  his  nume- 
rous and  heinous  sins,  to  subdue  his  iniquities,  and  to 
mve  his  soul. 

To  those  who  seriously  engage  in  the  important 
Inties  of  this  day,  with  true  repentance  and  living  faith, 
tacording  to  the  instructions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
[•would  speak  in  the  most  encouraging  and  animating 
Itaguage.  "  Blessed  are  ye,  that  mourn  now;  for  ye 
p  shall  laugh  and  sing:"  "  Fear  none  of  those  things, 

♦  Jam.  ivt  7— le. 
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^«  tbatmtjr  oome'*  iqxso  the  land,  or  vfmx  yon:  ^  Ai 
^*  Lo2D  wiii  be  your  l^efiige  and  Comforter  in  evc^ 
<<  trouble;"  ''  he  will  hide  you  in  the  secret  of  bii 
**  presence  finom  the  strife  c^tongues;''  ^'and  seal]rai 
^  in  the  forehdad  before  the  destroying  angels  aie  ak 
.*'  lowed  to  execute  dieir  conunission.'^  Soon  wiB 
Ibe  troublesome  but  tran»ent  dream  of  life  be  otoi 
then  shall  you  enter  into  that  blessed  pUoe^whot 
sorrow,  sin,  and  ^Uacord  shall  never  find  silmiMinij 
Itat  light,  love,  and  joy  flhall^be  perfixsted  for  evern^ 
<*  Therefore  my  befoved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfrsti  b» 
**  moveable,  alwajrs  aboundii^  in  the  woik  of  ds 
^  Lokd;  foitemuch  as  ye  know  that  your  hdXNBr  n 
^*  not  in  vidn  in  the  Lord.'' 
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«   ■ 
*■ 

At  ^  piople  tumeth  not  unto  /dm  dkti  rndteih  thm; 
neither  do  theff  teek  the  Load  ^  Jbtts. 

^tliELoftb  sent  a  tirotd  utato  hcdb,  and  it  hath 
'^Eghted  upon  Israel:''  Jehovah  had  denounool 
{id^inenls  dn  the  nation  descended  frdmthe  patriarchs; 
iriuch  had  begun  to  be  accomplished  on  the  kingdom 
oT  Israel,  by  the  kings  of  Syria  and  Assyria:  yet 
Ae  people  disregarded  these  tokens  of  his  displea- 
sure. *'  And  all  the  people  shall  know,  even  Ephraim 
^  and  the  inhabitants  of  Samaria,  that  say  in  the  pride 
"and  stoutness  of  heart;  The  bricks  are  Men  down, 

*  but  we  will  build  with  hewn  stones;  the  sycamores 
'  are  cut  down,  but  we  will  chai^  them  into  cedars. 
'  — Therefore  the  Lord  shall  set  up  the  adversaries  of 
'  Rezin  against  him,  and  join  his  enemies  together. 

*  Preached  on  the  nipth  of  March^  1796,  being  a  day  of  &st« 
{and  hmniBatioii* 
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<^  The  Syrians  before,  and  the  Philistines  behind,  and 
**  they  shall  devour  Israel  with  open  mouth.  For  all 
^<  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his  hand  is 
^^  stretched  out  still.''  After  all  the  calamities  which 
came  on  Israel  by  these  numerous  enemies;  still  more 
complicated  and  tremendous  miseries  awaited  the  na< 
'  tion,  which  would  terminate  in  their  final  ruin  and 
dispersion.  **  For  the  people  tumeth  not  unto  him  that 
'*  smiteth  them;  neither  do  they  seek  the  Lord  of 
"  Hosts.'* — The  text  thus  opened,  suggests  the  fcl- 
lowing  topicks  suited  to  the  present  emergency. 

I.  Under  affliction  we  should  remember  that  tbc 
Lord  smiteth  us. 

II.  It  is  our  duty  and  wisdom  in  this  case  to  turn 
unto  him. 

IIL  As  Israel  of  old  did  not,  so  Great  Britaiin  it 
present  doth  not,  properly  attend  to  this  duty. 

IV.  This  circumstance  may  well  create  most 
serious  alarms,  concerning  the  event  of  our  present 
calamities. 

V»  The  admonitions  and  instructions,  which  may 
by  deduced  fi'om  these  considerations. 

I.  We  observe,  that  under  affliction  we  should  «• 
member  that  the  Lord  smiteth  us. 


A  vain  philosophy  is  at  present  employed,  to  resolve . 
all  events  into  second  causes,  and  impute  them  to  mcnr^ 
or  measures:  as  if  that  God,  who  <*  doeth  aceonliD|| 
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*'  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven^  and  among  the 
^inhabitants  of  the  earth/'  in  fact  did  nothing;  but 
left^the  universe  to  the  established  laws  of  nature,  or 
Ae  uncontrouled  devices  and  machinati(xis  of  his  crea- 
hires! — I  would  not  be  supposed^  my  t^rthren,  to 
ipeak  against  philosophy;  that  is,  the  investigation  of 
die  works  of  God,  and  a  sober  enquiry  into  the  ordi- 
imy  rules  by  which  he  governs  the  world:  for  this 
eooduoes  to  an  intelligent  perception  of  hb  operationsi 
nd  an  admiring  sense  of  this  wisdom,  power,  justice, 
and  goodness.  But  sceptical  reasonings  about  second 
causes,  and  undue  attention  to  instruments,  exceed- 
ingly tend  to  make  men  overlook  the  First  Cause,  that 
gitat  Agent  ^^  who  worketh  all  in  all.'' 

In  this  respect  as  well  as  others,  we  should  learn 
**  to  speak  according  to  the  oracles  of  God:"  for  in 
scripture  his  hand  is  acknowledge  <m  every  occadon. 
**  By  Naaman  the  Lord  had  given  deliverance  unto 
**  Syria."  "  I  inform  you,"  (says  the  apoade)  "  of  the 
•'  grace  of  God  bestowed  on  the  churches  of  Mace- 
<<  donia;"  that  is  their  liberality,  which  was  the  effect 
of  divine  grace. — "  Thanks  be  to  God  who  put  the 
''same  earnest  care  into  the  heart  of  Titus."*  The 
exercise  of  £iith  leads  us  to  view  God  in  every  object 
and  event,  to  taste  his  love  in  our  most  common  mer- 
cies, and  to  submit  to  his  correction  by  whatever 
means  it  is  brought  upon  us. 

The  arrogance,  blasphemy,  rapacity,  and  ambition 

*— — »— *M II  I  111  II  I  ■ 
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of  Sennacherib  can  scarcely  be  eiccee4^:  yet  obsem 
what  the  Lord  says  of  him;  ^'  O  Assyrbn,  the  rod  of 
*^  mine  anger,  and  the  staff  in  their  hand  is  mine  in* 
!<  dignation.  I  will  send  him  against  an  bypocnticfl 
^'  nation;  and  against  the  people  of  my  wrath  wili  I 
*'  give  him  a  charge,  to  take  the  spoil,  and  to  take  the 
**  prey,  and  to  tread  them  down  as  the  mire  of  tbs 
*^  streets:  howbeit  he  meaneth  not  so,  ndther  doth  Ul 
'^  heart  think  so."*  Hezekiah  and  his  principal  aasiatr 
ants  in  reforming  Judah  were  sincere  and  zealousif 
but  many  of  the  princes,  priests,  and  people  had  hciBD 
mere  dissemblers  in  their  concurrence.  The  Lou 
therefore  determined  to  employ  Sennacherib,  to  ezfe 
cute  judgment  on  thtm  for  this  hypocrisy;  and  why 
he  liud  fulfilled  that  commission  he  meant  to  take  sdll 
more  signal  vengeance  on  him.  It  is  vain  then  for  uf 
to  expect  success  against  our  enemies,  merely  because 
they  lire  infidels  or  atheists,  if  we  are  only  nominal 
Christians:  ibr  the  Lord  commonly  employs  sudi 
men  to  correct  or  punish  his  hypocritical  worshippers. 
— Executioners,  in  general,  are  not  the  most  respect- 
able characters;  and  a  malefactor  would  act  absurdlfi 
who  should  hope  to  escape  the  sentence  denounced 
against  him,  because  he  supposed  the  person  ap- 
pointed to  inflict  it,  more  criminal  than  himsclfl 

The  Lord  smote  Egypt  with  desolating  plaguei^; 
and  flies,  lice,  locusts,  and  frogs  were  his  instrum< 
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SERMON  III.  337 

in  pouring  contempt,  as.  well  as  vengeance,  on  haughty 
Pharaoh.  But  in  smiting  the  Canaanites,  he  gave 
Joshua  and  Israel  a  charge  against  them.  These  na* 
tions  deserved  their  doom;  and  an  express  commission, 
sealed  by  undeniable  miracles,  fully  warranted  all  that 
was  done  against  them.  Yet  in  general,  the  instruments 
of  punishment  are  unrighteous,  though  the  Lord  is 
i^t^us  in  the  judgments  they  inflict.  When  the  Is* 
raelites  provoked    him,  the   Philistines,  Midianites, 
Syrians,  Assyrians,  Chaldeans,  Greeks,  and  Romans 
were  successively  employed  in  smiting  them:  the  rod 
of  correction,  or  sword  of  vengeance  was  changed; 
but  th6  hand' that  used  it  was  the  same.  Nay,  when 
domestick  usurpers,  tyrants,  or  persecutors,  like  Ahab, 
Atfaaliah,  or  Manasseh,  brought  calamities  upon  them, 
God  made  use  of  them  as  his  instruments.  ^^  Shalt 
'*  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done 
"  it?*'*  The  evil  of  sin  is  wholly  from  the  creature; 
but  the  evil  of  suffering  from  the  Lord,  who  thus 
punishes  the  trangressions  of  his  offending  subjects.*^ 
Whether  afflictions  come  immediately  from  the  hand 
of  God,  as  sickness,  famine,  pestilence,  and  earth* 
quakes;  or  by  the  intervention  of  men,  the  case  in  this 
reqiect  is  not  altered  The  Chaldeans  and  Sabeans 
unjustly  seized  on  Job'^  property,  and  slew  his  ser« 
rants;  fire  from  heaven  consumed  his  flocks;  and  the 
innd  threw  down  the  house  upon  his  children':  yeft  he 
nadc  no  distinction,  but  said  in  general,  **  The  Lord 
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*^  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  bkaaed  U 
♦*  the  name  of  the  Lor  d.  •' 

Whether,  therefore,  our  present  publick  distrcssei 
aiKl  dangers  be  the  natural  consequences  of  provkleq- 
tial  dispensations;  or  whether  the  ^misconduct  of  men 
have  been,  and  is,  in  any  degree  the  cause  of  them; 
ue  must  acknow  Icdgc  that  it  is  the  Lor  d  who  soiileth 
us,  — A  scarcity  and  dearness  of  provisions,  decay  of 
trade,  and  various  hardships,  arc  generally  complained 
of:  and  many  imagine  that  they  are  occasioned  by  the 
mistakes,  or  crimes  of  this  or  the  other  description  of 
men.  Now,  in  a  poHtical  sense,  it  is  d*  great  importance 
to  investigate  the  point,  and  to  use  proper  methods  of 
counteracting  every  attempt  of  this  kind:  but  as  a  it« 
ligious  concern,  it  is  not  in  the  smallest  degm  mate* 
rial;  for,  on  every  supposition,  the  hand  of  God  should 
be  acknowledged;  and  as  a  minister  of  religion,  I  must 
decl:»rc,  that,  till  proper  methods  of  discovering  and  re- 
moving the  distresses  we  feel  be  used  and  prospered; 
the  rii;hteous  Lord  continues  to  smite  us,  whether 
unjNstmtn  be  his  instruments  or  not. 

'*  The  Lord's  voice  crieth  unto  the  citv,  and  the 
"  man  of  wisdom  shall  see  thy  name."  The  power 
and  perfections  of  God  are  perceived  by  men  of  wis- 
dom in  all  publick  calamities.  *'  Hear  yethcn  the  rod, 
"  and  who  hath  appointed  it."*  The  rod  calls  us  to 
repentance:  but  unless  we  recollect,  who  it  is  that  ssp* 

pointed  it,  we  shall  not  hear  and  obey  its  voice,  how- 
ever we  may  smart  and  groan  under  its  rej^eated  strokes. 
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-«*I  msist  the  more  fully  on  this  point,  because  Satan 
successlutly  contrives  to  perplex  the  minds  even  of 
serious  persons  about  it.  They  are  told,  and  they  be- 
lieve, ttiat  this  or  the  other  description  of  men,  by  their 
fi>Uy  or  knavery,  occasion  the  publick  distresses:  and 
ithers  dispute  with  them  and  vindicate  men  and  mca* 
8Qrc9.  But  in  the  mean  while  *^  the  Laas's  hand  is 
<•  lifted  up,  and  they  will  not  see;"  he  smites,  and  they 
ftfbae  to  humble  themselves  before  him:  being  em* 
ployed  19  (Ksputing  about  the  rod  and  the  sword. 

3ut  if  some  men  be  infatuated  in  their  counsels,  or 
^tfiors  intoxicated  by  ext  avagant  projccte;  if  one  set 
if  men  will:  be  rich  at  any  rate;  another  try  to  abuse 
||0«lrer  in  tyranny  and  oppressi^i;  or  a  third  would 
lipow  a  nation  into  confusion,  civil  war,  or  anarchy, 
1^  gratify  their  own  ambition  or  rapacity:  the  LaRO 
jprraits  them  to  practise  and  pro^r,  in  order  by  them 
to  scourge  an  hypocritical  or  ungodly  people.  When 
Oavid  was  left,  in  vain-glory,  to  number  Israel,  which 
made  way  for  the  desolations  of  a  pestilence;  the  na- 
liiHi  had  first  provoked  Goi>  by  their  sins  to  leave  the 
ling  to  that  pernicious  project.* 

When  we  recognize  the  hand  of  Gon  in  our  suffer- 
ings,  we  must  not  only  view  his  power,  but  submit 
^kewise  to  his  justice.  ^^  We  are  consumed  by  thine 
^  anger,  and  by  thy  wrath  are  we  troubled:  thou  liast 
''set  our  iniquities  before  thee,  and  our  secret  sins  in 
*  the  light  of  thy  countenance,  "f  We  should  not  only 
Qpnsider  sin,  but  our  own  sins,  as  the  cause  of  our  af- 

*  a  Sam.  XXIV.  1.  t  Ps*  xc-  7^  9. 
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flictions.-^It  is  a  common,  but  a  most  absurd  nus- 
take,  to  proiess  humiliation  before  God  for  nationil 
crimes  as  the  cause  of  publick  judgments;  and  yet  to 
think  only  of  the  sins  committed  by  other  men.  But 
^*are  there  not  with  ussinsagainst  the  Lord  ourGoD?" 
'*  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  ftr 
**  the  punishment  of  his  sins?  Let  us  search,  and  try 
^*  our  ways,  and  turn  again  to  the  Lord.  Let  us  fift 
^*  up  our  heart  with  our  hands  unto  God  in  the  hea- 
^^  vcQs.  We  have  transgressed  and  have  rebelled;  tboa 
^^^  hast  not  pardoned."^  Did  we  thus  search  and  try 
our  ways,  and  compare  our  past  and  present  conduct 
with  the  law  of  God;  we  should  soon  be  coavinoedcf 
our  personal  criminality,  and  should  both  join  in  the 
service  of  the  day,  and  do  it  heartily  and  earnestly. 
No  suffering  which  any  man  endures,  as  sharing  ia 
national  calamities,  is  more  severe  than  his  sins  de- 
serve: the  criminality  therefore  of  others  should  not 
prevent  our  acknowledging  the  righteousness  of  God, 
in  his  most  afflictive  dispensations. 

His  merci/  indeed  should  also  be  noticed  inourcbn* 
tiscmcnts.     He  is  very  merciful  in  correcting  us  for 
our  sins,  and  not  leaving  us  to  be  hardened  by  pros.  - 
perit\ .  To  "  fare  sumptuously  every  day,"  without  m 
warning  or  rebuke,  and  then  to  be  cut  off  at  once,  and  5 
to  lift  up  the  e)es  in  hell  amidst  hopeless  torments, 
is  the  most  dreadful  case  imaginable.  **  Whom  d» 
**LoRD  loveth  he  chastencth,  and  scourgeth  evajJ] 
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'*  son  ivhom  he  receiveth:"  and  all  our  present  suffer- 
11^  are  suited  to  induce  reflection  and  teach  repen* 

tance. 
We  should  also  be  thankful  that  the  Lor  d  chastens  us 
90  gently;  ^^  for  it  is  of  his  mercies  we  are  not  consiim* 
^  ed."  Instead  of  our  present  light  afflictionsi  we  might 
justly  be  left  to  all  the  horrors  of  famine^  during  which 
tender  mothers  have  eaten  their  children;  our  fields  and 
Gtdes  might  have  been  ravaged  by  fierce  invaders;  and 
sD  our  comforts  and  hopeful  prospects  might  have  been 
removed,  and  every  conceivable  distress  accumulated. 
We  ought  therefore  to  own  the  mercy  of  God  in  ex- 
cmpting  us  from  the  most  excruciating  anguish  that 
cm  rend  the  human  heart.  Nay  we  should  remember 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  ^'  I  know,  O  Lord,  that 
«<  thy  judgments  are  right,  and'thou  in  feidifulness  hast 
^Vaflicted  me."*  Corrections  are  needful,  aiid  are 
promised  as  blessings:  when  we  pray  for  humility,  a 
spiritual  mind,  increase  of  fiiith,  and  holiness;  we  in 
dfect  pray  for  chastisement:  and  we  should  therefore 
aduiowledge  the  faithfulness  of  God  to  his  promises, 
and  hb  wisdom  and  love  in  answering  our  prayers,  in 
a  way  we  did  not  expect,  but  which  was  best  suited  to 
promote  our  most  important  advantages. 

n.  We  proceed  to  shew,  that  it  is  our  duty  and 
wisdom  under  ai&iction  to  turn  to  God  and  to  seek 
ids  bvour. 

If  men  smite  us  we  may  resist  or  retaliate;  we  may 
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flee,  or  attempt  to  hide  ourselves:  but  we  caanet  resist 
omnipotence,  or  conceal  ourselves  from  him  who  is 
omniscient.  Neither  can  we  stand  before  him  in  judg- 
ment, or  justify  our  conduct  ki  his  sight:  so  that  we 
have  no  possible  way  of  escaping  his  righteous  ves- 
geance,  except  by  fleeing  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  his 
mercy. —^Whether  the  Loed  contend  with  an  individ- 
ual or  a  nation,  he  will  overcome;  and  he  wiH  continue 
to  smite  till  we  turn  unto  him.  Obstinate  iiifenilenct 
is  therefore  a  species  of  insanity:  it  is  a  pervcrsenesi 
which  prolongs  misery,  and  provokes  the  Loib  tt 
lay  a^de  his  chastening  rod,  and  take  his  avengiqg 
sword.  **  Wlien  I  kept  silence,  my  bones  waxed  old 
'*  through  my  groaning  all  the  day  long.  For  dqr  aad 
^'  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  mc;  my  moistmt 
^'  is  turned  into  the  drought  of  summer.  I  acknow* 
^'  ledged  my  sin  unto  thee,  and  mine  iniquity  have  I 
^*  not  hid.  I  said  I  will  confess  my  transgression  uoto 
'^  the  Loao  and  thou  forgavest  the  iniquity  of  mj 
"  sins."*  The  Lord  still  "waitethto  be  pfracious:'' 
he  may  be  found  upon  the  mercy-seat  through  Jisvf 
Christ  by  the  cry  of  penitent  faith;  and  he  never  casts 
out  those  who  humbly  call  upon  him.  Let  us  hear  his 
words  by  the  prophet.  **  I  will  be  unto  Ephraim  as  I    : 
"  lion,  and  as  ayounglion  to  the  house  ol'Judah:  I,cvcn  j 
"  I,  willtcarandgo  away;  I  will  take  away,  and  none  shall  5 
*'  rescue. — I  will  go  and  return  to  my  place;  till  th^.p 
"  acknowledge  their  oftbncc  and  seek  my  flice:  in  thd^j 
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^^  affliction  they  will  seek  me  early.  Come  and  let  us 
''  return  unto  the  I^ord:  for  he  hath  torn  and  he  will 
(« heal  us.  He  hath  smitten  and  he  will  bind  us  up."* 
I'bus  he  says  likewise  by  the  same  prc^het,  ^*  O  Israel 
'^return  unto  the  Lord  thy  Gon;  for  thou  hast&Ilen 
^'  by  thine  iniquity.  Take  with  you  wcxdsi  and  turn 
*'  unto  the  Lord:  say  unto  him,  take  away  all  iniquity 
**  and  receive  us  graciously:  so  will  we  render  the 
"  calves  of  our  lips.  Asshur  shall  not  save  us,  we  will 
^  not  ride  upon  horses;  neither  will  we  say  any  more 
**  to  the  work  of  our  hands,  ye  are  our  gods;  far  in 
^  thee  the  fatherless  findeth  mercy.  I  will  heal  their 

*  backsliding,  I  will  love  them  freely;  for  mine  anger 

*  is  turned  away  from  him.^'f 

But  another  prophet  more  directly  inculcates  the 
Inty  of  a  nation  under  great  distress.  ^*  Therefore  now 
^abo,  saith  the  Lord,  turn  ye  even  to  me  with  all 

*  your  heart,  and  with  fasting,  and  with  weeping,  and 
•*  with  mourning:  and  rend  your  heart,  and  not  your 
•*  giuments,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  your  God;  for 
"  he  is  gracious  and  merciful,  slow  to  anger  and  of 

*  great  kindness,  and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil. — Blow 
^  the  trumpet  in  Zion,  sanctify  a  fast,  call  a  solemn 
■•  assembly.  Gather  the  people,  sanctify  the  congre- 
^  gation,  assemble  the  elders,  gather  the  children  and 

*  diose  that  suck  the  breasts;  let  the  bridegroom  go 
?fcrth  of  his  chamber,  and  the  bride  out  of  her  closet. 

*  Let  the  priests,  the  ministers  of  the  Lord,  weep  bc- 

•  Hotea.  T.  U,  15.  vi.  I.  f  Hosca,  tiy.  1—4. 
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*^  tween  the  porch  and  the  alter;  and  let  them  Bsy^- 
*^  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not  thine  heii: 
"  tage  to  reproach; — wherefore  should  they  say  among 
**  the  people,  where  is  their  God?  Then  will  the 
'*  Lord  be  jealous  for  his  land  and  pity  his  people*"* 
— ^You  see,  my  brethren, -that  the  ordinances  of  this 
day  are  most  perfecdy  scriptural,  and  that  all  orders  of 
men  are  in  duty  bound  to  attend  on  them:  nor  wiUthe 
misconduct  of  any  persons  whatever  exculpate  those 
who  neglect  them.  Assuredly  the  Lord  will  not  con* 
demn  us,  however  men  may  censure  us,  for  complying 
exactly  with  the  proclamation  of  our  sovereign,  pro* 
vided  our  services  be  not  hypocritical. 

The  passage  that  hath  been  read,  demands  our  most 
particular  attention:  for  it  teaches  us  in  what  manner  a 
people  should  ^'  turn  to  him  that  smiteth  them*"  We 
must  return  to  him  with  all  our  heart,  with  unfeigned 
submission  to  his  righteousness,  and  repentance  of  our 
sins;  praying  earnestly,  "  Turn  thou  us,  and  so  shall 
**  \\c  be  turned:"  **  Create  in  us  a  clean  heart,  and  rc- 
*' new  a  right  spirit  within  us.'*  This  should  be  ac- 
companied udth  fasting,  and  other  tokens  of  humilia* 
tion.  Abstinence  from  every  animal  indulgence,  and 
from  food  as  far  as  health  and  circumstances  will  ad*- 
mit,  is  a  scripturaJ  acknowledgment,  that  we  have  for- 
feited our  most  common  mercies,  and  that  sin  hath 
embittered  diem  to  us.  It  implies  that  our  minds  are 
too  much  occupied.with  matters  of  the  highest  import- 
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ance,  to  attend  on  such  low  concerns;  that  we  wish  to 
a«:oid  all  interruption  of  our  sacred  duties;  that  we<mean 
to  aifiict  ourselves  with  fasting,  as  a  token  of  our  sub* 
mission  to  the  Lord's  correcting  hand;  and  that  wc 
would  use  all  means  of  crucifying  the  flesh  with  its  a& 
fections  and  lusts. 

If  W)S  be  indeed  suitably  affected  with  the  considera* 
tion  of  our  own  sins,  and  the  crimes  and  miseries  of 
our  countr}'men;  we  shall  turn  to  the  Lord  with  that 
"  godly  sorrow  which  worketh  repentance  unto  salva* 
?  tion  not  to  be  repented  of."  Outward  expressions, 
however  emphatical,  will  not  suffice;  we  shall  rend  our 
hearts  in  deep  contrition  and  self-abasement,  perceiv- 
iDg  that  we  have  no  hope  but  in  unmerited  mercy, 
which  we  shall  supplicate  with  fervency  and  importu- 
nity. And  when  princes,  senators,  magistrates,  minis* 
ters  of  religion,  and  the  people  in  general,  laying  aside 
an  odier  employments,  unite  in  thus  humbly  seeking 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  a  crisis  may  be  expected  in  pub. 
lick  affiurs.  *^  Then  will  the  Lord  be  jealous  for  his 
"  land,  and  pity  his  people.  '* 

In  this  manner  the  king  of  Nineveh  and  his  nobles, 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  immense  city,  sought 
the  Lord  when  he  threatened  to  smite  them;  encour* 
aged  merely  by  a  peradventure,  "  Who  can  tell,  if 
<«  God  will  turn  and  repent,  and  turn  away  from  his 
••  fierce  anger  that  we  perish  not.'**  Surely  that  hea- 
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then  city  will  rise  up  in  judgment  wiUi  this  ChristoBi 
land  and  condemn  it;  for  it  repented  at  the  preachiag 
of  Jonah;  and  doubtless  our  religious  advantages  an 
inconceivably  greater:  yet  alas^  how  little  docs  the  ob. 
senrance  of  a  fast  in  London  resemble  that  prMlaimed 
at  Nineveh! 

The  words  of  the  apostle  likewise  deflaand  our 
serious  consideration.  •*  Submit  yourselves  to  Gq^ 
*^  Resist  the  devil  and  he  will  fiee  fVom  yoa«  Draw 
^^  nigh  to  GoD^  and  be  will  draw  nigh  to  yoH.  Cleaaae 
^^  your  hands  ye  sinners,  find  purify  your  hearts  yi 
^^  double  minded.  Be  afflicted  and  mourn  and  weep 

let  your  laughter  be  turned  into  moummg,  andyott 

joy  into  heaviness.  Humble  yourselves  in  the  n|^ 
^^  of  the  Loai)»  and  he  shall  lift  you  up.  Speak  nd 
"  evil  one  of  another,  brethren."*  Instead  of  revifii^ 
or  condemning  other  men,  every  individual  should  ht 
employed  in  confessing  and  lamenting  his  on^ii  sin,  ia 
humbly  deprecating  the  Lord's  indignation,  and  in 
using  every  means  of  overcoming  evil  habks  and  for- 
saking  sinful  courses. 

This  accords  also  with  the  exhortation  of  the  pro- 
phet. "  Seek  ye  the  Lokd  while  he  may  be  found; 
"  call  ye  upon  him  whifc  he  is  near.  Let  the  wickd 
"  forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  fail 
**  thoughts;  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  fat 
"  will  have  mercy  on  him.^f  But  without  true  » 
pcntance  and  woi:ks  meet  for  repentance;  no  appeir* 
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of  strictness,  humiliation,  or  grief  will  constitute 
■cha  fiistas  the  Lord  hath  chosen.  '^  Wherefore 
^  have  we  fasted »  and  thou  seest  not?  Wherefore  have 
*'  we  afflicted  our  soul,  and  thou  takest  no  knowledge? 
^  -^Behold  in  the  day  of  your  fast  ye  find  pleasure, 
^^  and  exact  all  your  labours.  Behold  ye  fast  for  strife 
^'and  debate^  and  to  smite  with  the  fist  of  wicked- 
•■  ness."* 

The  substantial  and  permanent  effects  of  repentance, 

|Dd  fioth  in  Goo's  mercy^  must  be  manifested  in  our 

filtiire  lives;  if  we  would  be  thought  sincerely  to  hav6 

lamed  to  the  Lord  and  sought  him  in  our  distresses* 

Hot  can  any  nation  be  considered  as  having  duly  re- 

If^drd  the  rod  and  the  word  of  Goo;  unless  a  general 

ifefcrmation  and  revival  of  religion  take  place:  or  at 

fkatt  till  numbers,  in  the  different  orders  of  the  com* 

Itattuqr,  use   the  moat  decided   endeavours   to  re« 

tfrun  and  discountenance  vice  and  impiety,  to  reform 

JBvetierate  abuses,  which  have  been  connived  at  and 

MDCtioned  by  a  corrupt  policy;  and  to  encourage  and 

promote  genuine  piety  and  purity  of  manners. 

•!  JU.  This  leads  me  to  observe^  that  as  the  people  of 

Inael  did  not,  neither  do  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 

Aitain,  turn  unto  the  Lord  that  smiteth:  an  obser« 

^■abQO  which  I  make  with  reluctance  and  unfeigned 

«:  Our  peculiar  mercies  have  been  Bumerous  and  in^ 
nluable,  for  a  long  course  of  years:  but  our  presperi* 

•  Is,  Wiii. 
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took  place  on  the  continent,  and  the  spirit  manifested 
by  numbers  at  home,  combined  to  excite  most  serious 
apprehensions.  After  a  time  this  deplorable  and  event- 
fbl  war  broke  out:  and  though  our  distresses  have  not 
hitherto  been  worthy  to  be  compared  with  those  calam- 
ities which  many  dreaded;  yet  they  have  certainly  been 
very  great,  and  none  can  say  in  what  manner  tbey  will 
terminate. 

Immediately,  the  same  means  of  averting  the  dirinc 
indignation  was'  resorted  to:  days  of  fasting  and  pnyer 
have  repeatedly  been  observed;  and  similar  wamingi 
and  exhortations  have  been  urged  from  the  pulpit  mi 
the  press.  This  is  now  the  fourth  time  we  iiave  comt 
plied  with  the  royal  proclamation:  and  many  walooi 
efforts  have  been  made  to  awaken  men  to  a  sense  boA 
of  our  situation  and  our  duty.  But  what  e&cts  hiic 
been  witnessed?  Who  almost  can  be  found,  that  mam* 
fests  a  more  humble,  spiritual,  zealous,  and  conscien- 
tious disposition,  in  consequence  of  these  ordinanceaf 
The  few  instances  of  this  kind,  which  doubtless  hate 
occurred,  are  scarcely  visible  in  the  great  mass  of  those, 
who  outwardly  observe  the  day  and  then  think  no  more 
about  it.  Many  who  are  supposed  to  concur  in  its  ap- 
pointment, openly  refuse  to  attend  on  any  of  its  duties 
and  this  gives  others  an  occasion  of  representing  the 
observance  as  a  political  device,  and  of  turning 
whole  into  profane  ridicule! 

Some  fast,  or  pretend  \o  "  fast,  for  strife  and  debal 
**  and  to  smite  with  the  fist  of  wickedness:'*  and  wh 
they  revile,  others  pay  court  to,  their  superiors;  afll 
Uius  they  make  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  an  Ofqxwj 
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tunity  of  seeking  favour,  either  from  the  populace  or 
firom  the  magistrate!  In  short,  the  very  observance  of 
BO  important  and  solemn  an  occasion,  as  it  is  too  gene- 
rally conducted,  may  be  considered  as  an  accession  to 
our  national  sins:  and  the  spirit  discovered  by  num« 
bers,  even  of  those  who  in  other  respects  seem  to  be 
religious,  creates  an  alarm,  lest  the  proper  remedy  for 
our  maladies  ^ould  hasten  the  death  of  the  enfeebled 
patient. 

In  the  mean  time  the  most  daring  and  blasphemous 
infidelity,  scarcely  distinguishable  from  atheism,  is 
tealously  propagated,  and  greedily  imbibed  by  a  de- 
faded  populace  and  the  rising  generation:  while  almok 
^very  effort  to  counteract  its  progress  is  marked  %vith 
fBcbleness;  nay,  too  often  with  treachery,  the  defenders 
If  the  outworks  betraying  the  citadel  into  the  hands  of 
ie  besiegers! — Impiety,  profanation  of  the  sabbath^ 
yerjury,  venality,  dissipation,and]iceiniousness,  are  rap* 
idly  increasing.  An  unruly  spirit  disdaining  subordi* 
Hdon  threatens  to  level  all  distinctions  in  society;  while 
lbs!  few  of  those,  who  arc  thus  distinguisiied,  take  pro- 
fer and  decided  methods  of  counteractiiig  its  inroads,  or 
softening  the  odium,  envy,  and  contempt,  from  which  it 
iprings!  The  various  species  of  vice  and  profaneness, 
heretofore  protested  against,  are  permitted  to  exist  and 
telher  strength;  while  little  is  so  much  as  attempted  in 
■knoving  occasions  and  encouragements  to  them.  Yea 
■K  iiorrid  monster,  the  slave-trade^  is  still  sanctioned 
the  British  legislature,  and  conducted  by  merchants 
fessing    to  be  the   disciples    of  Him,  who  said 
Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you. 
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■*  ill  T«  ivez  so  unto  them,"  These  are  notorious  &ct$ 
Ofmocstrate  that  notwithstanding  all  appearances^ 
people  tumeth  not  to  him  that  smiteth  them, 
•*  neither  do  they  seek  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  And 
though  the  present  scarcity  seems  to  have  given  a  tern- 

■ 

porary  check  to  the  excessive  luxury  that  prevailed, 
and  to  have  called  forth  a  very  commendable  qurit  of 
humanity  to  the  indigent;  yet  other  symptoms  prove 
this  to  be  merely  a  partial  and  occasional  effort;  and  we 
may  still  say,  that  w  ith  comparatively  a  verj-  few  excep- 
tions, **  the  whole  head  is  sick  and  the  whole  heart  is 
"  faint."  So  that  "  except  the  Lord  of  Hosts  had  left 
^*  us  a  very  small  remnant,  we  should  have  been  like 
"  Sodom  and  Gomorrah," 

IV.  I'hen  we  observe,  that  this  circumstance  may 
justly  excite  serious  alarms,  concerning  the  event  of 

our  present  difficulties. 

If  we  were,  as  a  nation,  generally  united  in  turning 
to  the  Lord,  and  strenously  seeking  a  revival  of  gen- 
uine Christianity:  neither  the  number,  courage,  orvio. 
lence  of  our  foes;  the  wavering  or  dubious  conduct  of 
our  allies;  the  weight  of  taxes  and  publick  encum- 
brances; nor  even  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  could 
give  alarm  in  respect  of  the  future,  to  a  mind  accus- 
tomed to  judge  according  to  the  scripture.  But  an  op- 
posite conduct,  in  a  nation  favoured  like  Britain  with 
every  advantage  for  religious  improvement,  must  ex- 
cite serious  apprehensions  for  the  consequences.  No 
doubt  wc  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  Lord,  that 


I 
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rael  did  of  old,  and  must  expect  to  be  dealt  with 
cording  to  the  same  measure.  Nations,  as  well  as 
dividuals,  which  have  not  known  the  will  of  God, 
ay  be  beaten  for  their  crimes  with  few  stripes:  but 
%  who  have  had  the  most  abundant  opportunities  of 
iming  his  truths  and  precepts,  yet  have  perdnacious- 
cootinued  in  disobedience,  must  expect  to  be  bea- 
n  tnorc^  severely.  ^^  You  only  have  I  known  of  all 
the  bmilies  of  the  earth;  therefore  will  I  punish  you 
for  all  your  iniquities."* 

Let  us  attend  to  the  words  of  the  prophet,  *^  In  that 
day  ^d  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  call  to  weeping 
and  to  mourning,  and  to  baldness,  and  to  girding 
with  sackcloth;  and  behold,  joy  and.  gladness,  slay* 
ing  oxen  and  killing  sheep,  eating  flesh  and  drink- 
'  hig  wine:  let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we 
'  die."  Sennacherib's  invasion  was  a  divine  call  to 
isdng,  mourning,  repentance,  and  prayer:  but  the 
people  united  excessive  sensual  indulgence,  with  in- 
idd  principles  and  daring  impiety.  ^^  And  it  was  re- 
*  vealed  in  mine  ears  by  the  Lor  d  of  Hosts;  surely 
^  this  iniquity  shall  not  be  purged  from  you  till  ye 
"  die."*  Alas,  does  not  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  men 
in  general,  throughout  our  land,  so  exactly  accord  to 
Us  description,  that  a  serious  mind  cannot  but  dread 
he  denunciation  of  a  like  sentence  against  us? — Thus 
imos  also  warned  the  Jews  and  Israelites  in  his  time. 
-.<<  Woe  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion,  and  trust 
in  the  mountain  of  Samaria. — Ye  that  put  &r  away 
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*^  the  evil  day,  and  cause  the  seat  of  violence  to  draw 
*^  near.  That  lie  upon  beds  of  ivory,  and  stretch  tbem- 
^*  selves  upon  their  couches;  that  eat  the  lambs  out  of 
'^  the  flock,  and  calves  out  of  the  midst  of  the  stalk 
^*  that  chaunt  to  the  sound  of  the  viol,  and  invent  to 
**  themselves  instruments  of  musick  like  David;  that 
'^  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  anoint  them  with  the  chief 
'^  ointments;  but  they  are  not  grieved  for  the  afl^tion 
'*  of  Joseph.  Therefore  shall  they  go  captive  with  die 
^'  first  that  go  captive:  and  the  banquet  of  them  that 
'^  stretched  themselves  shall  be  removed*  The  JjO&d 
*'  God  hath  sworn  by  himself,  I  abhor  the-  cxcellen- 
'^  cy  of  Jacob  and  hate  his  palaces:  therefore  will  I 
*\  deliver  up  the  city  with  all  that  is  therein.''*  And 
in  another  place — **  I  have  given  you  deannesi  of  I 
*^  teeth  in  your  cities,  and  want  of  bread  in  all  your  L 
*^  places:  yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me  saithtk  * 
**  Lord.  I  have  withholden  the  rain, — yet  have  ye  | 
"  not  returned  unto  me. — I  have  smitten  you  widi  \ 
^*  blasting  and  mildew; — I  have  sent  pestilence  upon 
**  you.-r-I  have  overthrown  some  of  you,  as  God 
"  overthrew  Sodom,  and  ye  were  as  a  firebrand  pluck* 
**  ed  out  of  the  burning:  yet  have  ye  not  returned  uito 
^*  me  saith  the  Lord.  Therefore  thus  will  I  do  unta- 
*^  thee,  O  Israel:  and  l^cause  I  will  do  this  unto  thcc^ 
*^  prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  Israel. "f  If  the  P^^  J 
pie  would  not  return  to  the  Lord,  when  he  ccxreclBH 
them  as  a  Father,  let  them  prepare  to  meet  him  as  a^ 
avenging  Judge.  'I 
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In  this  case  the  form  of  godliness  or  profession  of 
Christianity,  will  avail  nothing.  '^  To  whft  purpose 
'^  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices  unto  me?  saith 
^'  die  Lord.  I  am  full  of  the  burnt  offerings  of  rams, 
*''  and  the  fat  of  fed  beasts;  and  I  delight  not  in  the 
'^  blood  of  bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats.  When 
^  je  come  to  appear  before  me,  who  hath  required 
"  tiu8  at  your  hands,  to  tread  my  courts?  Bring  no 
**  mere  vain  oblations,  incense  is  an  abomination  unto 
**  me;  the  new  moons  and  sabbaths,  the  calling  of  as- 
^  wrablies,  I  cannot  away  with:  it  is  iniquity,  even  the 
^*  solemn  meeting.  Your  new  moons,  and  your  ap« 
^  painted  feasts  my  soul  hateth:  they  are  a  trouble  to 
^  mOf  I  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And  when  ye  spread 
^  Ibrth  your  hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you: 

*  when  ye  make  many  prayers  I  will  not  hear.  Your 

*  hands  are  full  of  blood.  Wash  you,  make  you  dean, 

*  pat  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine 
"eyes;  cease  to  do  evil;  learn  to  do  well;  seek  judg- 
ement, relieve  the  oppressed,  &c."*  "  They  seek  me 
^  daily  and  delight  to  know  my  ways,  as  a  nation  that 

*  did  righteousness,  and  forsook  not  the  ordinance  of 
their  God:  they  ask  of  me  the  ordinances  of  justice, 
they  take  delight  in  approaching  to  God.  Is  not  tliis 
the  £ist  that  1  have  chosen?  to  loose  the  bands  of 
wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let 
the  oppressed  go  free;  and  that  ye  break  every 

okc?"t    "  Think  not  to  say  within  yourselves, 
We  have  Abraham  to  our  Father.  Noiv  is  the  axe 

•  Isai.  i.  t  Isai-  Ivili.  2—6, 
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**  laid  unto  the  root  of  the  trees:  therefore  ever}-  tree 
^'  which  bringeth  not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down 
"  and  cast  into  the  fire,"* 

These  scriptures,  to  which  many  more  might  pro- 
perly be  added,  abundantly  prove  that  no  external  hu- 
miliation, or  publick  honour  put  upon  Goo  and  reli- 
gion, can  proems  more  than  a  respite  to  a  guilty  na- 
tion, unless  repentance  and  works  meet  for  repcntuice 
be  connected  with  them.  Such  an  outward  shew  of 
contrition  Ahab  exhibited,  and  a  reprieve  was  graoted 
lum:  but  the  destruction  of  him  and  his  fiimily  wasnol 
averted. 

We  are  not  authorized  to  say  at  what  time,  or  it 
what  manner,  the  Lord  may  see  good  to  be  avenged 
on  such  a  nation  as  this.  He  deals  with  collective  bc^ 
dies  and  with  individuals  in  some  respects  accordiD^  j^ 
to  the  same  rules.  Young  persons  having  heard  die  i 
wrath  of  God  denounced  against  sin,  frequently  ven-  • 
ture  upon  flagrant  vices  with  considerable  apprehen'  L 
sions:  but  escaping  with  impunity,  they  grow  bokkf  ,- 
in  wickedness,  and  are  apt  to  conclude  the  threaten^  :^ 
ings  of  scripture  to  be  mere  empty  words.  Thus,  i^ 
^^  Because  sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not  execut- 
**  ed  speedily,  therefore  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  mc« 
^*  is  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil."t  But  **  He  thatb^' 
^^  ing  often  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  suddeiK 
"  ly  be  destroyed  and  that  without  remedy. '*J  Soi 
are  cut  off  in  youth,  others  arc  spared,  and  persist 

•  Matt.  iii.  7—12  t  Eccles.  viii.  1 1.  U 
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vriBkedness  tiU  they  are  grown  old:  but  in:  general 
ungodly  men  are  most  secure  when  vengeance  is  at 
hsuad.* 

In  like  manner  guilty  nations,  being  often  warned, 
that  their  iniquities  will  bring  down  the  judgments  of 
God  upon  them,  and  finding  respite,  become  harden- 
ed in  sin;  the  remonstrances  and  reproofs  of  th^  Lord's 
servants  are  disregarded,  or  only  expose  them  to  re- 
praach,  scorn,  and  ill  usage;  their  measure  of  wicked- 
ness fills  up  rapidly,  but  without  being  observed;  and 
wiien  infidel  and  impious  presunq>tion  are  at  the  height, 
reogeance  overtakes  them  as  suddenly,  as  if  they  had 
pever  been  forewarned.  Thus  it  was  with  Israel  and 
hudah  in  the  Assyrian  and  Chaldean  captivities;  and 
opeciaUy  this  was  the  case  ot^  the  Jews,  at  the  time 
frim  Jerusalem,  the  tem^de,  and  the  whole  country 
ns  finally  desolated  by  the  Romans. 

When  the  Lord  has  a  number  of  believing  servants 
md  fiuthful  ministers  in  a  land,  and  they  enjoy  tolera- 
tion and  protection;  a  hopeful  symptom  remains. 
Their  example,  prayers,  and  exertions  in  various 
imjrs,  prevent  a  total  prevalence  of  impiety  and  iniqui- 
ij.  They  are  "  the  salt"  and  "  the  light"  of  the  land: 
mi  for  their  sakes  the  Lo  r  d  delays  national  judgments, 
md  executes  vengeance  on  the  individuals  who  pro- 
ismke  his  indignation.  But  prevailing  divisions  among 
hrofissed  believers,  attended  with  lukewarmness,  for- 
pality,  loose  principles,  extravagant  sentiments,  and 
pcandalous  practice,  tend  to  subvert  thb  bulwark  of 

•  I  Thcs.  v.  1, 3. 
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our  countr}%  The  gradual  but  effectual  success  of 
those,  '*  who  privily  bring  in  damnable  heresies'*  into 
congregations  and  bodies  of  men,  hitherto  steadily  at- 
tached to  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  gospel;  with  the 
progress  of  infidelity  on  every  side,  are  ^*  signs  of  the 
^*  times,''  which  threaten  to  deprive  us  of  onr  last 
ground  of  confidence. 

If  the  present  generation  of  pious  Christians  should 
be  taken  firom  the  evil  to  come;  and  be  succeeded  by 
such,  '*  as  have  the  form  of  godliness  but  deny  the 
^*  poMrer  of  it;"  and  if  the  number  of  zealous  defenders 
of  the  truth  should  decrease;  and  timid,  feeble  advo- 
cates bp  substituted  in  their  room;  it  b  very  probable 
that  the  Lord  may  permit  the  open  enemies  of  Chris- 
tianity to  prevail  for  a  season.  In  this  case  persecutioD 
may  waste,  or  drive  to  a  distance,  the  faithful  remnant,    • 
suppress  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  and  prevent  [ 
the  publick  profession  of  the  gospel;  thus  the  light  will 
be  obscured  or  extinguished,  and  the  candlestick  re-  = 
moved,  while  infidelity  and  atheism  will  exult  and  tri. 
umph.  Should  this  take  place,  no  doubt  the  flood-  ■- 
gates  of  national  judgments  will  be  opened;  and  the  * 
vengeance  of  the  Lord,  against  our  flagrant  contempt  • 
and  defiance  of  him,  be  made  manifest  to  all  the  world. 
This  was  the  course  of  events  in  Judea,  especially 
from  the  death  of  Josiah,  to  the  captivity:  and  when' ' 
scarcely  a  man  could  be  found  to  intercede  for  the 
land;  the  wrath  of  God  was  poured  out  upon  thtsf^ 
like  an  irresistible  deluge..  The  same  was  still  roor 
remarkable,  after  the  Jews  in  our  Lord's  timelu 
filled  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquities:  for  the  persc-^ 
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CQted  Christians  separated  from  among  them,  when 
the  Romans  invaded  the  land,  and  then  wrath  came 
upon  them  to  the  uttermost.  Something  analagous 
hath  been  commonly  observed  in  the  desolations  of 
countries  professing  Christianity:  and  when  we  consi- 
der the  dire  calamities  that  have  befallen  a  neighbour- 
ing nation,  (for  dire  they  have  been,  in  what  way  so- 
ever, they  may  terminate,)  we  may  well  recollect  our 
Loxe's  words,  ^*  Think  ye  that  they  vrere  sinners 
^*  above  all  men?  I  tell  you  nay,  but  except  ye  repent, 
^*  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish."  In  the  mean  while  the 
LoKS  waits  to  be  gracious:  and  who  can  tell,  but  that 
fiiilh  and  prayer  may  prevail,  and  that  a  timely  repent^ 
«Doe  and  reformation  may  yet  take  place,  and  ^^  so  ini- 
^  ^nity  shall  not  be  our  ruin." 

V.  Then  I  proceed  to  deduce  some  instructions 
and  admonitions,  suited  to  the  present  emergency. 

When  Sennacherib  invaded  Judah,  with  a  power- 
fid  army,  uttering  the  most  dreadful  menaces  and 
Ua^hemics;  the  pious  king  sent  to  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
ttiting  the  case  to  him,  and  saying,  ^^  Wherefore  lift 
*up  thy  prayer  for  the  remnant  that  is  left:"  and  he 
^  Wnelf  spread  the  haughty  Assyrian's  letter  before  the 
|4ia&D,  and  earnestly  intreated  his  gracious  intcrposi- 

EL  Hezekiah  indeed  desired  the  prayers  of  an  emi- 
t  prophet,  who  had  long  been  employed  in  that 
ourable  service:  yet  I  apprehend,  that  we  may  pro- 
riy  consider  his  message  to  Isaiah,  as  a  divine  ad- 
mition  to  us  at  the  present  crisis.   The  providence 
ppi  God  hath  formed  a  special  relation  between  us  and 
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the  land  in  which  we  live,  similar  to  that  we  bear  tt 
our  parents  or  children:  we  are  therefore  peculiarly 
bound  to  pray  for  its  peace  and  wel&re;  as  even  the 
captive  Jews  were  commanded  to  pray  for  the  peace 
of  the  country  in  which  they  had  peace.  We  have  re- 
ceived and  still  enjoy  manifold  advantages,  temporal 
and  spiritual,  in  this  our  favoured  land;  and  we  or  our 
descendants  shall  probably  participate  the  future  pros- 
perity or  adversity,  the  blessings  or  calamitiea,  diat 
await  the  nation.  Our  personal  transgresdons  form  no 
small  part  of  that  guilt  which  calls  for  divine  judgfe 
ments  on  the  land:  and  our  lukewarmness  and  inooo- 
sistent  conduct,  as  Christians,  have  helped  to  provoke 
God,  to  deprive  us  of  our  religious  privilegeib  & 
would  therefore  be  a  foplbh  hypocrisy  in  us,  on  das  J 
day  of  fasting  and  humiliation,  to  arraign  the  conduct  _ 
of  other  men,  and  excuse  our  own.  .' 

On  these  and  many  other  accounts,  it  is  our  unde*  ; 
niable  duty  "  to  lift  up  our  prayer  for  the  remiuDt  !_ 
^*  that  is  left.''  There  is  still  a  remnant  among  us  of  V. 
real  believers;  there  is  still  ground  for  hope  in  die  ^ 
Lord's  mercy;  "  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  •  A 
*^  righteous  man  availeth  much;"  the  most  eminent 
believers  %vho  prayed  with  signal  success,  were  men  of 
like  passions  with  us:  even  Isaiah  once  cried 
"  Woe  is  me  I  am  undone,  I  am  a  man  of  un 
"  lips;"  yet  his  prayers  were  most  effectually  an 
ed.  It  is  likewise  undeniable,  that  our  enemies, 
Sennacherib,  want  to  subvert  our  holy  religion, 
well  as  our  temporal  prosperity:  and  this  suggests 
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i\  plea  in  lifting  up  our  prayer  for  national  de- 
:e. 

t  is  conridently  asserted  by  numbers,  tliat  pray* 
red  on  such  occasions,  are  the  dictates  of  re* 
ambition,  or  avarice.  If  avo^ved  infidels  alone 
:h  laiif^uagc,  it  would  not  excite  our  sdrprize: 
i  indeed  most  astonishing,  that  men,  pretend* 
leiieve  the  Bible,  should .  condemn  a  practice 
d  and  commanded  in  every  part  of  the  sacred 
I  Let  us,  however,  examine  how  Hezekiah 
— "OLoRD  of  Hosts,  God  of  Israel,  who 
est  between  the  cherubim,  (that  is,  above  the 
y'-seat,}  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou  alone,,  of 
r  kingdoms  of  the  earth;  thou  hast  made  hea^i* 
nd  earth.  Incline  thine  ear,  O  Lord,  and  hear; 
thine  eyes,  O  Lord,  and  see;  and  hear  all  the 
%  of  Sennacherib,  who  hath  sent  to  reproach  the 

God.  Of  a  truth,  Lord,  the  kings  of  Assy- 
ve  laid  waste  all  the  nations  and  their  countries: 
ave  cast  their  gods  into  the  fire;  for  they  were 
ds,  but  the  work  of  men's  hand,  wood  and 
;  therefore  they  have  destroyed  them.  Now, 
fore,  O  Lord  our  God,  save  us  from  his  hand 
U  the  kings  of  the  earth  may  know  that  thou 
e  Lord,  even  thou  only."*  Nothing  can  be 
ain,  than  that  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God  and 
rests  of  true  religion,  principally  dictated  this 

The  Lord  indeed  answered  it,  "  by  terrible 
s  in  righteousness:"  but  Hezekiah  bad  only 


•  Is.  xxxvii.  15—20. 
II.  Z  z 


o 


63  SiRJfON   itu 


asked  ddivenlice  for  his  people,  not  destrucition  OQ 
his  enemies;  and  his  expanded  charity  made  him  ear* 
nestly  desire  that  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  might  knov 
the  diiference  between  the  true  God  and  worthleai 
idols,  and  that  they  might  diffuse  that  knowledge 
among  their  subjects. 

I  wouk]  not  knowingly  offer  one  prayer  on  thb  oc- 
casion, which  could  not  be  answered  consistendy  with 
our  enemies  enjoying  peace,  security,  liberty,  good 
government,  and  the  blessings  of  true  religion;  but  ire 
fiiay  pray  that  the  Lord  would  '  abate  their  pride,  » 

*  suage  their  malice,  and  confound  their  devices,*  (that 
is,  their  devices  agdinst  the  peace  of  other  lands,  or 
the  Christian  religion,)  in  entire  consistency  with  these 
friendly  dispositions  towards  them:  for  such  things 
would  conduce  to  their  advantage,  as  well  as  our 
own.  Wc  may  not  ask  the  Lord  to  aggrandize  or  en- 
rich our  nation,  that  she  may  reign  over  all  countries, 
or  engross  all  the  commerce  of  the  world:  but  surely 
we  may  pray  that  famine,  pestilence,  hostile  invasions, 
and  evil  discords  may  be  averted;  that  there  may  be 
employment  and  food  for  the  poor,  peace  iq  our  bor- 
ders, and  the  continuance  of  our  civil  and  religious  li« 
beriics.  Above  all  we  should  pray  lor  the  i^eace,  puri^ 
ty,  and  cnlargcmciU  of  the  church:  that  it  may  pU-asc 
the  Lord  to  ilhnv.iiiatc  all  the  ministtTs  of  reli^^ion, 

*  with  true  knowledge  and  undei  standing  of  his  word, 

*  that  both  by  their  preacihii\:^  ai.d  iiviju',  thcv  mavsct 

*  it  forth  and  sh.ew  it  aceordir.i^ly,'  that  **  labourers 
**  may  be  sent  forth  into  the  harvest;"  "  thai  the  Spi- 
"  rit  of  God  may  lift  up  a  standard"  against  the  tor- 
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rent  of  infidelity,  impiety,  and  vice,  that  inundates  the 
land;  and  that  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  may  be  en- 
dued with  wisdom  and  grace,  to  serve  Goo  and  their 
generation  faithfully  and  successfully.  Such  prayers  W 
Aese  may  be  branched  out  into  a  variety  of  particu* 
lars,  without  indulging  sinful  passions,  or  violating  the 
hw  of  love.  And  if  we  pray  in  faith,  depending  on  the 
LoED  alone,  and  not  on  an  arm  of  flesh;  and  duly 
considering  his  almighty  power  and  abundant  mercy 
as  fiiUy  adequate  to  all  our  necessities  and  diffieultiess 
Ws  may  yet  hope  that  he  may  be  intreated  for  the  land, 
and  prolong  our  tranquillity. 

'  Bnt  mthout  personal  repentance  we  cannot  oflSv 
tadb  supplications  as  these*  It  therefore  behoves  every 
tee  of  us  to  consider  our  ways,  to  examine  our  hearts, 
Inmbly  to  confess  our.  sins,'  to  seek  forgiveness,  and 
to  pray  for  grace  that  we  may  henceforth  walk  before 
Goo  in  newness  of  life«  If  any  persons  have  hitlierto 
aontinued  impenitent  and  unbelieving;  they  should  on 
this  occasion  set  about  the  great  concerns  of  their  im* 
Ibortai  souls,  with  peculiar  diligence  and  earnestness* 
ise,  whether  the  Lord  spare  the  land  or  not, 

will  not  spare  them.  "  Woe  be  to  the  wicked!  it 

shall  be  ill  with  him,  for  the  reward  of  hi^  hands 

shall  be  given  him."* 

Even  real  Christians,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  are 
upon  to  review  their  lives,  and  renew  their  hu- 

iliation  for  all  their  past  sins,  as  a  part  of  the  guilt 

♦  Is.  Ui.  jr 
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accumulated  by  the  land.     They  should  especialljr 
consider  their  conduct  as  professors  of  the  gospel,  and 
enquire  in  what  particulars  they  have  dishonoured 
their  profession,  misled  or  >veakcned  their  brethren,  or 
given  occasion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  bias* 
pheme.  We  ought  also  to  examine  what  firuit  hath 
been  produced  by  the  soleiDuities,  professions,  ID- 
stnictions,  and  prayers  of  the  last  season  of  fesdngand 
humiliation.    We  should  ask  ourselves  whether  we 
have  really  acted  consistently  with  them,  and  beta 
more  fruitful,  zealous,  and  conscientious  than  before? 
Thus  we  shall  be  prepared  to  plead  with  him  as  his 
children  and  friends,  in  the  manner  that  Abrahami 
Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel,  Jehoshaphat,  and  others  of 
old  did;  and  prevailing  with  him  we  shall  ptcvaSt  with 
man  also. 

But  we  must  likewise  remember,  that  we  are  bound 
to  use  our  influence  and  improve  our  talents,  by  every 
exertion,  to  promote  the  cause,  and  obtain  the  bles- 
sings, for  which  we  pray;  both  in  our  families  and  pri- 
vate circles,  and  in  more  publick  stations.  Thus  we 
should  seeA'y  as  well  as  pray  for^  the  peace  of  the 
Community,  the  prosperity  ol  the  church,  the  refor- 
mation of  manners,  and  removal  of  every  occasion  or 
encouragement  given  to  vice  and  impiety.  If  indeed 
wc  are  decidedly  for  the  Lord,  and  determined  to 
follow  him  fully,  without  regard  to  men  or  dread  of 
consequences;  our  conduct  will  have  a  considerable 
efilct:  for  the  example,  endeavours,  and  prayers  of  his 
faithful  people  are  the  means  by  which  our  national 
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character  must  be  improved,  and  our  privileges  con- 
tinued to  us. 

Let  such  as  profess  to  *'  turn  unto  him  that  smi't- 
'*  tth"  them,  take  care  they  do  not  rest  in  notions, 
rorms,  or  external  reformation;  without  true  conver- 
sion, repentance,  faith,  and  holiness.  The  prophet  took 
notice  of  persons  answering  this  description,  when  he 
sud,  **  They  return  but  not  to  the  Most  High."*  And 
nothing  more  efiectually  prevents  the  conversion  of 
lanners,  than  a  mistaken  idea  that .  they  are  already 
Dooverted. 

■  C^rity  to  the  poor  and  afflicted  is  likewise  an  es- 
pcodal  concomitant  of  acceptable  fasting  and  humilia>» 
lion:  ^*  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and 
|^lhat  thou  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thine 
^  house?  When  thou  seest  the  naked  that  thou  cover 
**  faim,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own 
•*  flesh?  Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morn- 

ing, — then  shalt  thou  call,  and  the  Lord  shall  an* 
*•  swer. — If  thou  draw  out  thy  soul  to  the  hungry, 
"  and  satisfy  the  afflicted  soul:  then  shall  thy  light  rise 
•*  in  obscurity,  and  thy  darkness  shall  be  as  the  noon- 

••«day."t 
Finally,  my  brethren,  if  you   thus  return  to  the 

lioRD,  and  seek  his  face,  I  am  sent  to  you  with  en- 
raging words.    **  Let  the  heart  of  those  rejoice 
that  seek  the  Lord.'*    "  Say  ye  to  the  righteous, 
that  it  shall  be  well  with  him;  for  they  shall  eat  the 
fipuit  of  their  doings." — '*  In  the  time  of  famine 

•  Hos.  vii.  16.  t  Is.  lyiii.  7—12. 
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•«  they  shall  have  enough.'* — "  Though  the  fig-tree 
••  should  not  blossom,"  and  every  resource  should 
fiul,  "  yet  they  may  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  joy  in 
*•  the  God  of  their  salvation. '*    Be  not  therefore 
V  afraid  of  evil  tidings;  let  your  heart  be  fixed  trusting 
•*  in  the  Lord.'*   If  "  you  hear  of  wars  and  rumours 
^*  of  wars,  see  that  ye  be  not  troubled."  Should  a  de- 
luge come,  the  Lord  will  prepare  you  an  ark,  in 
which  you  may  be  secure  and  comfortable:  and  be 
will  say  to  you,  "  Come,  my  people,  enter  thou  into 
"  thy  chambers,  and  shut  thy  doors  about  thee;  Ude 
^*  thyself,  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  in- 
dignation be  over-past.     For  behold,   the  Loxi 
Cometh  out  of  his  place  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of 
'^  the  earth  for  their  iniquity.  The  earth  also  shall  dis- 
^*  cover  her  blood,  and  shall  no  more  cover  her  slain.'** 


€€ 
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^fher  murmur  ye^  aa  some  of  them  also  murmured^  and  were 
destroyed  of  the  destroyer,'^}  Cor.  x.  10. 


PREFACE. 


UND  in  general  look  at  the  dark  side  of  their 
'ancesj  and  the  supposed  bright  side  of  their 
t;  whence  arise  pride^  discontent ^  and  mur- 
shonourahle  to  God^  and  tormenting  to  them* 
But  true  religion  teaches  us  to  consider  the  dark 
ur  diameter^  and  the  bright  side  of  our  ctT" 
ves;  a?id,  reflecting  fww  many  undeserved 
r  we  enjoy  J  to  exercise  humble  gratitude  and* 
praise. 

^eWy  however y  compamtrvelyj  are  truly  reH* 
nd  those  few  are  only  in  part  influenced  by 
\nciples:  so  that  they  are  often  repining^  wheft 
ght  be  praising:  and  discontent  almost  every 
revailsj  instead  of  gratitude.  fFell  then  might 
'mist  repeatedly  say^  "  0//,  that  men  wouldpraise 
ordfor  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonders  to  the 
en  of  menP^ 

f  during  the  late  rvar^  joined  with  seeming 
less  in  prayers  for  deliverance  and  peace;  who^ 
have  not  re?idered  unto  the  Lord  thanks  equally 
low  he  hath  answered  their  prayers.  They  for- 
deservingSy  and  our  dangers;  and  because  we 
that  flourishing  nation  wc  were;  because  t/ie 
not  so  ho7iourable  as  they  wished;  tlijey  indulge 
of  discontent  J  quarrel  with  men  and  measures^ 
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and  Ivjcoe  no  heart  to  hles^  God  for  the  ^elnmty^  Uherttj^ 
atid  privtleges  which  we  still  enjoy. . 

/  was  stircy  before  I  had  purposely  considered  the 
pariicularsy  t/iat  the  Lord  had  been  very  kind  to  uSj 
and  had  an  undoubted  claim  upon  us  for  cor£al  thanks- 
giving. Under  tlus  persuasion^  I  rejoiced  that  at  length 
a  day  of  thanksgiving  was  appointed.  Impraimg  the 
occasion^  I  meditated  on  tlie  following  subject  for  the 
edification  of' my  own  congregation^  respecting  the  duty 
of  the  day.  In  preachings  the  case  appeared  to  me  so 
plain  and  uncoritrovertiblCf  and  I  qfterwartU  Jbund  it 
was  so  convincing  to  many  or  most  present^  thatltmu 
eluded  it  might  answer  some  good  end^  \fmadeput6fih 
It  indeed  contains  nothing  to  recommend  it  but  plm 
trtUhs  in  plain  language^  originally  preached  to  pban 
people  J  and  now  published  for  the  benefit  of  such.  I 
have  endeavour eil  not  to  offend  the  political  prinafks 
of  any  man;  and  I  hope  no  moderate  man  of  any  party 
ivill  be  offended.  I  would  give  as  little  offence  as  poh 
sible  an  such  on  occasion  to  any  religious  party:  Imt  if 
any  expression  has  escaped  me^  which  may  have  hd 
that  tendency  y  I  hope  it  will  not  prejudice  a  realChsih 
ttan  against  the  other  part.     If  the  Lord  be  pkmd 
to  bless  the  publication y  and  to  employ  it  as  an  mstnh 
ment  of  his  glory  y  in  exciting  true  Christifins  ofcotty 
denomination  to  abound  more  in  praise  and  prayeff^^ 
shall  have  then  an  ample  recompence. 
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Matty  times  did  he  deliver  iherrty  hut  they  provoked 
fum  with  their  counsely  and  were  brought  low  for 
their  iniquity.  Nevertheless^  he  regarded  their  afflie^' 
tion^  when  he  heard  their  cry. 

JL  HE  knowledge  of  God  and  of  ourselves,  is  beyond 
dl  comparison,  the  most  important  kind  of  knowledge: 
and  this  is  especially  communicated  to  us  in  the  word 
of  God;  which  is  indeed  a  history  of  God  and  of  man, 
discovering  to  us  the  nature  and  perfections  of  God, 
and  the  real  character  of  man.  This  is  done  in  the 
plainest  and  simplest  manner  by  historical  relations  of 
the  Load's  conduct  towards  man  in  numerous  in- 
stances,  and  under  a  vast  variety  of  circumstances;  and 
xm  the  other  hand,  of  man's  conduct  towards  God, 
under  a  like  variety  of  circumstance^.  The  result  of 
the  whole  is  tliis;  it  appears  that  God  is  ever  disposed, 
by  hb  own  essential  excellency,  to  act  with  consum- 
mate wisdom,  justice,  holiness,  patience,  mercy,  and 
truth;  and  is  therefore  worthy  of  all   diat  love  and 


and  lucve  no  heart  to  bless  God  for  the 
and  privileges  which  we  still  enjoff.  ■ 

I  was  sure,  before  I  had  purpose  \ 
particulars,  that  the  Lord  had  bee 
andltadan  undoubted  claim  itpoi 
giving.  Under  t/as  persuasiont^ 
a  datf  of  tlianksgiving  was  r 
occasion,  I  meditated  on  th 
edi/ication  ofmy  own  cmr 
of  the  day,  Inpreacldr  ^ 
plmn  and  uneontraver 
was  so  convincing,  t/t  ■*'! 

eluded  it  might  atali  "«  sai 

It  indeed  contairjil  gain  in  < 

truths  m plain  f\^      ^  under   h. 
people,  and  n    f       '»ce.    Had  we 
have  endear  faithful  of   any  < 

of  any  mal  J",  in  proportion  as  tl 
■taillbeoP  ■*  fcvoured  of  God  \vi 
sibU  o4  ^'^If  ^^  ^^  iiigratitudt 
any  J  -qually  appear;  and  in  prop 
fhal '  jess  of  God,  and  the  odiousnei 
l\ff  -'d.  And  he  who  has  best  Icarncc 
fi^re  God,  to  loathe  and  abhor  him- 
Vtaccrely  adopt  the  words  of  holy  Jo 
**  of  tlicc  with  the  hearing  of  tlie  e; 
•'  eyeaeeth  thee;  wherefore  I  alilior  i 
"  in  dust  and  ashes;''  is  the  greatest 
religion. 

Tlie  substance  of  this  instructive  j 
scd  in  the  words  that  I  have  read 
"  times  did  he  deliver  them,  but  ifii 
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•»nd  were  brought  low  for  their 

he  regarded  their  affliction, 

'^he  historical  part  of  the 

'on  of  the  words,  as 

'"  law,*  and  his 

.ice,  are  the  same 

as  human  nature  is 

-asily  perceive  the  pro- 

jt  our  edification  on  the 

deliverances,  the  people  of  Israel 

for  their  iniquity.  Nations  are 

-.n  their  numbers  are  greatly  reduced 

,  famines,  or  other  desolating  judgments: 

^  *  habitants  are  detained  in  captivity,  or  sold 

*^  *   when  successful  armies  of  hostile  invaders 

^^r  and  carnage  through  the  land:  and  when 

^d  excites  them  to  murder  one  another  by 

'^Var.  A  nation  is  brought  low,  when,  being 

^F  the  invaluable  privilege  of  a  free  govern* 

^^t'ding  to  equitable  laws  impartially  executed, 

^  vinder  the  yoke  of  tyranny:  while  the  covet- 

^  or  caprice,  the  ambition  or  cruelty,  the  rc- 

or  jealousy  of  one,  or  a  few,  keep  millions  in 

lal  alarm,  and  expose  them  to  continued  op- 

n  and  persecution.  A  nation  is  brought  low, 

ts  wealth  is  diminished,  its  resources  exhaust* 

expences  increased,  its  commerce  and  trade 


;an  his  moral  law;  Che  eternal  rule  of  right  send  wron^, 
d  holiness. 
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honour  which  he  demands:  that  on  the  otlier  hand, 
man  is  ever  disposed  to  rebellion,  ingratitude,  obsti- 
nacy, and  enmity;  is  therefore  a  very  base  and  odious 
character,  and  justly  deserving  of  the  abomination  and 
indignation  of  a  holy  Gon. 

This  trial  of  mankind  was  especially  made  in  Us 
dealings  with  Israel,  who  being  descended  from  pious 
ancestors,  "  planted   wholly  a  right  seed,*'  were  an 
unexceptionable  specimen  of  human  nature.  We  ha\  e 
the  abstract  of  it  in  this  psalm,  which  begins  and  ends 
with,  '^  Praise  ye  the  Lord,"  and  contains  a  liistoiy 
of  his  persevering  kindness  to  Israel,  and  Israel's  per* 
severing  ingratitude  to  him.  The  same  scene,  in  some 
measure,  is  acted  over  again  in  every  age  of  the 
world,  in    every    nation   under   heaven,,  in    evay 
man's  own    experience.    Had  we  a  history,  equal- 
ly impartial   and  faithful  of   any   other    people,  O* 
any  single  person,  in  proportion  as  that  people,  or  in- 
dividual, was  favoured  of  God  with  the  favour  he 
shewed  to  Israel,  the  base  ingratitude  of  human  nature    j 
would  equally  appear;  and  in  proportion  would  the 
loveliness  of  God,  and  the  odiousness  of  man  be  illus- 
trated. And  he  who  has  best  learned  to  love  and  ad- 
mire God,  to  loathe  and  abhor  himself,  and  can  mo* 
sincerely  adopt  the  words  of  holy  Job,  "  I  have  hcaid 
'*  of  thcc  with  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  minCj 
**  eycseeth  thee;  wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  andrcpcrfj 
*'  in  dust  and  ashes;''  is  the  greatest  proficient  in 
religion. 

The  substance  of  this  instructive  psalm  is  com| 
std  in  the  words  that  I  have  read  to  you;  ** 
'*  times  did  he  deliver  them,  but  tlicy  provoked 
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**  with  their  counsel,  and  were  brought  low  for  their 
•*  iniquity.  Nevertlieless,  he  regarded  their  affliction, 
^*  when  he  heard  their  cry.'*  The  historical  part  of  the 
Old  Testanient  is  the  best  illustration  of  the  words,  as 
qx>ken  of  Israel  But  as  God  and  his  law,^  and  his 
measures  of  government  and  providence,  are  the  same 
from  generation  to  generation,  and  as  human  nature  is 
the  same  also,  I  trust  you  will  easily  perceive  the  pro- 
priety of  improving  them  for  our  edification  on  the 
present  occasion. 

After  many  former  deliverances,  the  people  of  Israel 
were  brought  low  for  thieir  iniquity.  Rations  arc 
brought  low,  when  their  numbers  are  greatly  reduced 
hf  pestilences,  famines,  or  other  desolating  judgments; 
Ifhen  the  inhabitants  arc  detained  in  captivity,  or  sold 
iilo  slavery:  when  successful  armies  of  hostile  invaders 
¥|icuJ  terror  and  carnage  through  the  land:  and  when 
cMl  discord  excites  them  to  murder  one  another  by 
iRuiatural  war.  A  nation  is  brought  low,  when,  being 
deprived  of  the  invaluable  privilege  of  a  free  govem- 
Ittent  according  to  equitable  laws  impartially  executed, 
St  groans  under  the  yoke  of  tyranny:  while  the  covet- 
or  caprice,  the  ambition  or  cruelty,  the  rc- 
or  jealousy  of  one,  or  a  few,  keep  millions  in 
tual  alarm,  and  expose  them  to  continued  op- 
on  and  persecution.  A  nation  is  brought  low, 
^en  its  wealth  is  diminished,  its  resources  exhaast- 
,  its   expences  increased,  its  commerce  and  trade 

^  I  mean  his  moral  law;  Che  eternal  rule  of  right  send  wron^, 
inn  ittid  holiness. 
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ruined;  its  poor  deprived  of  employment,  burdened 
with  taxes,  and  left  to  tlie  fatal  necessity  of  starving, 
beting,  or  stealing;  and  its  wealthy  traders  reduced 
to  indigence  and  bankruptcy. 

In  these,  and  many  other  respects,  nations*  onee 
flourishing  arc  brought  low,  they  lose  the  Ucssmgs 
which  they  enjoyed  at  home,  and  the  consequence 
which  they  possessed  abroad,  and  dwindle  into  insig- 
Tiificance,  dependence  and  wretchedness. 

This  premised,  I  observe,  -; 

I.  Tliat  nations  are  thus  brought  low  for  iniquity, 
by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  whom  they  hayc 
provoked  by  their  counsels.  Let  philosophers  and  pdi- 
ticians  searqh  out  the  secondary  causes  of  the  jiw- 
perity  and  decline  of  empires:  it  is  allowed  they  laTC 
advanced  many  things  ingenious,  rational,  and  instroc- 
tive,  on  the  subject:  but  it  is  our  concern  to  learn  what 
ihe  word  of  God  contains  for  our  instruction  and  di- 
rection in  the  duty  of  the  day:  to  this  let  us  confine 
our  attention. — Angels    sinned,  and    by    sin  were 
brought  low,  even  from  the  summit  of  created  exal- 
tation, to  the  depth  of  endless  contempt  and  misery.— 
^*  By  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
^'  sin,  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  rf 
''  have  tinned."  Thus,  low  even  to  the  grave,  hath 
sin  brought  our  whole  human  race:  lower  still  we  \aA 
all  sunk,  even  with  fallen  angtls,  into  hell,  had  nottblj 
glorious  Emmanuel  conie,  and  born  our  sins  inhisoitt 
body  oil  the  tree:  yet  even  thus  low  will  sin  finally  biif 


SERMON    I«  375 

all  that  live  and  die  impenitent  and  unbelieving.  The 
same  evil  brings  nations  low:  when  they  provoke  God 
by  their  ^ins,  he  stirs  up  enemies  against  them,  he  per- 
mits discord  to  prevail,  he  infatuates  their  wisest  coun« 
sellers,  he  intimidates  their  most  valiant  commanders; 
he  disappoints^  their  best  concerted  projects;  he  lets 
them  know,  ^'  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
'*  battle  to  the  strong:"*  But  '^  that  he  doeth  what  lie 
**  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  amongst  the  inlia- 
*^  bitants  of  the  earth;  and  none  can  stay  his  hand,  or 
."¥;  «ay  unto  him,  what  doest  thou?" 

Not  only  the  cbalingsof  God  with  bis  own  peculiar 
pe9ple;  but  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  de- 
nqaoced  against  the  neighbouring  nations  for  their  un- 
godliness and  unrighteousness,  and  so  awfully  accom« 
{fished  in  their  destruction,  one  by  the  sword  of  an- 
idler,  sufficiently  prove  and  illustrate  my  observation. 

3. 1  observe,  however,  that  God  doth  more  espe- 
oally  deal  thus  with  those  nations,  who  arc  most 
ligbly  &voured  with  the  light  of  divine  revelation,  and 
kk  which  the  true  religion  is  openly  professed.  In  his 
conduct  towards  Israel,  he  not  only  considered  their 
iKhaviour,  but  also  took  into  the  account  his  written 
Imord  entrusted  to  them;  his  lively  ordinances  admin- 
among  them;  the  prophets  from  age  to  age 
up  to  admonish,  reprove,  and  instruct  them;  his 
rmer  favours  to  their  nation:  and  his  present  watch- 
il  care  over  them:  "  You  only  have  I  known  among 
tH  the  families  of  the  earth;  thercTore  will  I  punish 
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you  for  all  your  iniquities,'**     Thus  will  he  deal 
with  other  nations  also;  in  proportion  to  the  £iyour 
shewn  them,  and  the  light  afforded  them,  as  vrdl  as  to 
the  sins  which  they  have  committed  against  him. — 
Where  "  much  is  given,  much  is  required;"  and  e\'cry 
sin  is  aggravated  in  proportion  to  the  wilfulness  and 
iii<rratitude  contained  in  it.  ^^  He  that  knew  his  Lord's 
"  will  and  did  it  not,  shall  be  beaten  with  many  stripes. " 
And  God  will  evermore  shew  his  impartiality,  and 
evince  that  there  is  no  people  in  such  a  sense  his  favour- 
ites, as  that  he  should,  on  that  account  connive  ac  sin 
in  them.  He  hates  iniquity  in  all  with  perfect  hatred, 
but  most  abhors  it  in  those  who  are  nearest  to  him;  be- 
cause it  is  really  in  them  most  hateful,  and  his  jud|g- 
ment  is  always  according  to  truth.  Therefore  "  Sparc 
"  not,  and  begin  at  my  sanctuary,"  is  his  commissioi 
to  the  executioners  of  his  awful  vengeance.  Thus  he 
precludes  all  hope  of  impunity  in  sin,  when  he  so 
severely  punishes  his  peculiar  people:  and  thus  likewise 
he,  in  the  wisest  manner,  fulfils  the  designs  of  his  love 
to  them.  He  brings  them  low  to  prevent  their  destruc- 
tion: by  correction  he  preserves  them  from  being  dis- 
inherited: his  peculiar  people,  as  well  nations  as  indi* 
viduals,  are  "  chastened  of  the  Lord,  that  they  shouU 
"  not  be  condemned  with  the  world.'^    He  will  not 
forsake  liis  people,  therefore  will  he  visit  their  ofiences 
with  the  rod.   He  is  slow  to  anger,  and  he  leaves  natioos 
who  profess  his  truth,  gradually  and,  as  it  were,  un- 
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Willingly;  and  therefiare  he  will  be  sure  to  bring  them 
low  for  their  iniquity^  that  he  may  lead  them  to  repent- 
anoe. 

3.  Then,  I  observe,  that  God  hath  brought  these 
Qations  low  for  their  iniquity,  by  the  late  calamitous. 
war.  Let  those,  wholook  no  higher  than  instruments, 
dispute  about  the  authors  of  our  troubles:  you  and  !» 
my  Mow-christians,  should  acknowledge  God's  jus- 
tice 'ti  them^  and  blame  our  own  sins.  Many  times 
God  hath  delivered  us.  No  nation  hath  ever  been 
itaore  entirely  delivered,  or  repeatedly  preserved  by  the 
providence  of  God  from  tyranny  and  despodsm,  than 
Britun.  No  nation  hath  been  indulged  with  greater 
jMsperity,  or  with  such  long-continued  exemptions 
mm.  famines,  pestilences,  earthquakes^  or  the  sword 
of  war  ravaging  our  fields.  We  have  been  highly 
fiivoured  with  religious  light,  and  liberty:  the  oppor« 
tanity,  and  full  freedom  of  learning  and  doing  the  will 
of  God,  and  rejoicing  in  his  salvation*  God's  perse- 
ttring  kindness  to  Israel  has  been  renewed  in  his  kind- 
tessto  our  land:  and,  alas!  we  have  re-acted  their  pro* 
:    Tocations;  so  that  none  but  an  infidel  can  be  at  a  loss 
I    iKr  the  origin  of  our  calamities.  "  We  have  provoked 
I    ••  God  by  our  counsel,  and  are  brought  low  for  our 
*■  imquity.''  Compare  the  charges  God's  prophets 
orought  against  Israel,  with  the  conduct  and  character 
l<lf  these  nations.  If  Israel  exceeded  Britain  in  gross 
JMSolatry,  Britain  hath  exceeded  Israel  in  daring  infi« 
Mcfity,  and  atheism;  in  perjury,  profaneness,  and  blas«^ 
I     VaL.  II.  3  B 
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phemy;  in  contempt  of  Cod's  word,,  neglect  of  his 
ordinances^  violaticm  of  his  sabbaths;  and  at  least  hath 
equalled  Israel's  ingratitude  and  hypocrisy.  Inchiding 
the  whole  of  our  appendages,  I  fear  we  have  immense- 
ly out-don^  them  in  shedding  innocent  bloody  in  op- 
pressing the  poor,  the  fetherkss,  and  the  Mfidow;  and 
In  evciry  species  of  detestable  injustice^  pttm^led  by 
insatiable  avarice,  and  protected  from  human  ven- 
geance, (as  it  is  greatly  suspected)  by  •^^Mr^^Viw  bri- 
bery and  venality.  *  In  pride,  adukecy,  luxoiyy  and 
all  debauchery,  their  guilt  bears,  I  apprehend,  no  pro- 
portion to  ours* 

But  national  guilt  is  (Hily  the  accumulatioD  of  tlie 
ttos  of  indCviduals:  the  measure  fills  &st,  whilst  eveiy 
one  contributes  his  large  proportion:  as  a  nation  vcd 
have  need  to  mourn  over  the  whole;  but  each  ope 
should  especially  be  humbled  for  his  own  sins.  CaOiQg 
then  oiur  attention  from  objects  mort  distant,  let  us 
examine  our  own  hearts  and  lives.  What  say  your 
consciences,  my  brethren?  Have  you  not  helped  to 
bring  the  nation  low  by  iniquity?   Have  you  not  pio- 
voked  God  by  your  ungodliness  and  unrighteousness? 
Have  you  not  forgotten  Gob,  been  ungrateful  for  his 


*  An  eminent  speaker  in  the  house  of  commons  obserrei 
that  God  had  punished  us  with  the  loss  of  one  cootinent  tf 
the  oppression  exercised  on  the  other.  I  fear  for  this*  is* 
other  horrid  scenes  of  wickedness,  God  hath  rouch'worsefS': 
nishments  in  store  for  us;  except  national  reformation  uri^j 
tional  justice  executed  on  the  culpritSf  prevent. 
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nercieSy  profaned  his  sabbaths,  slighted  his  ordinate 
ees,  trampled  on  his  law,  despised  or  abused  his  goB« 
pel?  Judge  yourselves,  brethren,  that  ye  be  not  judg- 
ed of  the  Lord.  Personal  repentance  and  humiliation 
before  God,  on  account  of  our  sins,  as  a  part  of  our 
national  guilt,  and  earnest  prayers  in  that  bduilf,  is  a 
debt  we  owe  our  country,  which  may  suffer  in  part 
Ibr  our  oflfences,  though  we  as  individuals  may  be 
paidoned  in  respect  of  eternal  punishment  God  par- 
doned Mannasseh,  yet  would  not  pardon  Jerusalem 
the  innocent  blood  which  he  had  shed. 

For  our  sins  then,  God  hath  brought  us  low:  by  a 

Mnciirrence  of  counsds  and  events,  we  were  engaged 

tttr  a  iminous  war  with  our  American  colonies.  Our 

'tncient  enemies  triumphed,  hoping  die  time  of  ouf 

%iwiifU[  was  come,  and  expepting  to  share  the  spoU: 

powerful  nations  in  confederacy  fought  against 

tio  one  was  found  cordial  in  friendship,  or  prompt 

fai  brining  assistance.  They  practised,  and  prosper- 

cd;  our  enterprizes  were  unsuccessful,  our  projects 

iS^oncerted,  our  hearts  discouraged;  the  disasters  of 

War  wasted  our  soldiers,  enormous  expences  drained 

'Off  our  riches;  debts  accumulated,  taxes  increased;  our 

1^     resources  were  nearly  exhausted,  commerce  was  dis* 

i     oouraged,  manufactures  languished;    many  of   the 

V^  wealthy  were  impoverislied,  the  poor  were  gready 

"  ^stressed;  our  consequenpe  was  diminished,  intestine 

diaoord    prevailed;    invasions  were  threatened  and 

w  Pleaded;  there  was  no  prospect  of  peace  on  tolerable 

W'  lerms;  the  most  &tal  effects  were  apprehended  to  our 

r   civil  and  religious  liberties,  those  best  of  earthly  bles- 
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Sings.  Thus  low  did  a  righteous  Ggj>  biing  us  for 
iiiiqui^;  yet  blessed  be  his  name^  in  wrath  he  rcmem- 
bered  mercy. 


/n* 


Ml   H»  i.:» 


4.  Then  observe,  ^^  that  he  regarded  our 
'^  when  he  heard  our  cry."  ITiough  he  hath  not  re- 
stored us  to  our  pristine  prosperity,  perhqis  never 
may;  yet  hath  he  done  great  things  for  us  in  answer 
to  our  prayers. — We  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  our  dis* 
tress.  We  remember  when  in  our  national  difficulUes, 
from  year  to  year,  at  the  appointment  of  our  govern- 
ors, we  met  together  to  observe  a  solenm  day  of  fitt- 
ing, humiliation,  and  prayer;  the  old  and  scriptuial 
way  of  seeking  help  of  God  in  publick  calanutini 
Doubtless  multitudes  grossly  prevaricated  with  Gob 
in  this  matter,  who  must  one  day  be  called  to  accouDt 
for  their  hypocrisy.  On  such  occasions,  I  apprehend, 
it  always  has  been  so;  never  was  any  whole  nation  yd 
sincerely  and  truly  penitent  for  sin,  whatever  they  may 
hereafter  be.  Nevcrtlicless,  there  was  a  publick  honour 
put  upon  Con  and  religion  all  over  the  land  on  those 
days:  Got)  was  justified  by  us  in  bringing  calamities 
upon  us;  wc  acknowledged  that  we  deserved  to  be 
given  over  into  die  hands  of  our  enemies:  we  disclaim- 
ed all  confidence  in  an  arm  of  flesh,  craved  help  of 
God,  deprecated  his  vengeance,  implored  his  mercyi- 
the  continuance  of  our  national  privileges,  and  there*, 
storation  of  the  blessings  of  peace.  Now  impudence  k 
sinning  is  one-symptom  of  ripeness  for  destruction i 
When  a  nation  declares  its  sin,  like  Sodom,  Sodom^ 
doom  approaches.  But  publick  condemnation  of  our* 
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sdiveSy  and  publick  justification  of  God  in  hb  severest 
ju(^;ments  upon  us,  accompanied  by  publick  and  ge- 
neral supplications  to  him  for  undeserved  help,  seemed 
to  indicate  that  though  our  measure  of  iniquity  is 
faftge,  it  is  not  yet  full.  He  who  prolonged  his  patience 
toward  Ahab,  on  account  of  his  external  humiliation, 
proloDgs  his  patience  towards  us,  in  part  on  the  same 
aooount.  But  now  if  we  relapse,  and  grow  more  dar- 
iag  in  our  wickedness,  the  measure  will  soon  be  full, 
and  there  will  be  no  remedy.  May  Gon  avert  this 
awfitly  this  impending  doom! 
^  There  were,  however,  ^n  those  days,  I  trust,  many 
of  thousands  of  real  christians,  unanimous,  sin- 
and  earnest,  in  this  important  business.  All  are 
not  '*  inen  of  understanding  in  the  times  to  know  what 
'^Israel  ought  to  do;''  and  all  need  exciting,  instruct- 
yig  and  assisting  in  their  duty.  A  fast  proclaimed 
aoimded  the  alarm;  many  ministers  resounded  it  from 
Aeir  pulpits;  christians  were  awakened  to  consider  the 
poblick  circumstances,  with  their  duty  to  God  and 
Aeir  country,  and  excited  and  reminded  to  perform  it 
<6reat  numbers  in  publick  assemblies,  in  private  fa- 
in secret  retirements,  were  sincerely  confessing 
bewailing  their  own  sins;  sighing  and  mourning 
the  abominations  of  the  land;  and  pleading  with 
D  for  pardon,  protection,  deliverance,  and  peace. 
tey,  we  may  hope,  through  God's  blessing  on  the 
bours  of  his  ministers,  were  on  those  days  brought 
i  true  repentance;  and  as  true  penitents,  both  then 
1  afterwards  joined  sincerely  in  the  general  cry. 
ivr  if  but  two  real  disciples  of  Christ  agree  toge- 


382  SERUON  X. 

ther  on  earth,  touching  any  thing  they  shall  ask  of 
God,  through  the  intercession  of  Jssus,  it  shall  be 
done  for  them:  how  much  more  when  sudi  multitudesi 
with  one  consent,  both  on  those  days  and  at  other 
times,  sou^t  deliverance  and  peace  in  eamest  prayer, 
might  we  expect  a  gracious  answer!  Umoeriol  wict'^ 
edness  is  another  symptom,  that  a  nation  is  ripe  for 
destruction,  when  the  Lord  looketh  fi)r  some  to  make 
intercession,  and  there  are  few,  or  none;  bat  when 
many  present  themselves,  unanimous  and  cor^  in 
this  blessed  work,  though  he  bring  that  natioii  knr, 
he  will  not  yet  give  it  up. 

For  these  reasons,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  fate 
Cod  for  putting  such  a  thing  into  the  heart  of  oiff 
sovereign,  (for  *'  the  king's  heart  is  in  the  handof  die 
^'  Lord,")  and  I  consider  it  as  every  christian's dnQr  I 
to  observe  such  seasons  with  all  earnestness.  We  rnqr 
easily  overvalue  external  religion,  if  we  trust  to  it,  lad 
arc  proud  of  it:  but  it  is  possible  to  undervalue  it;  md  ^ 
wc  actually  do  so,  if  we  do  not  immensely  prefer  it  to 
open  irreligion. 

We  are  now  assembled  to  return  publick  thanM  fir 
the  mercies  we  then  sought  in  publick  prayers;  and  it 
seemed  therefore  proper  to  have  at  this  seascm,  a  p^ 
culiar  eye  to  those.  It  suffices,  however,  for  my 
pose,  that  we  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  heard 
whensoever  our  prayers  were  made. 

For,  I,  In  the  very  critical  time,  he  gave  im] 
success  to  our  arms.  Had  the  event  of  the  sca-i 
between  our  fleet,  under  admiral  Rodney,  and 
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combined  fleets,  been  as  decisive  in  their  favour  as  it 
was  in  ours;  and  had  the  Spaniards  carried  their  point 
at  Gibraltar,  instead  of  being  so  severely  repulsed  by 
general  Ejiott,  the  consequences  might  have  been  h* 
td.  At  best,  our  present  low  estate  must  have  been. 
namch  lower,  if  our  ejcistence  as  an  independelit  king- 
dom bad  been  preserved;  if  our  civil  and  religlMis  li- 
berties had  XK>t  been  wrenched  from  us,  or  our  happy 
island  desolated  by  the  h(HTors  of  war,  and  deluged 
irkb  tfie  blood  of  its  inhabit^its. 

I^et  admirals  and  generals  have  thek*  proper  honour 
and  rtwaid:  fer  be  it  from  me  to  depreciate  their  clia- 
psfpifi  or  envy  their  emolument^:  they  are  worthy  of 
Airai  all  from  us,  for  whose  security  they  expose  tbem- 
jftyn  lo  danger.  But  let  us  not  give  them  the  gloxy 
Ij^^kjb  t)eWngs  to  Gap*  He  inspires  courage,  be  gives 
IPliViBii^  he  determines  victory.    Shall  we  not  then 
jinmh  I  hiaa  our  warmest  thanksgivings  for  these  sea- 
Unahlf  and  signal  interpositions,  in  answer  to  tlie 
fngers  we  poured  out  in  the  day  of  our  distress?  Re- 
member, my  brethren,  your  anxiety,  your  apprchen- 
your  despondency,  at  that  time;  and  ask  your 
f,  whether  you  have  not  cause  for  thaijkfulness? 
whether  you  have  been  thankful?  At  that  stage 
ki^  Uie  war,  we  were  e videndy  not  struggling  for  do- 
■pppoaon,  but  for  national  security  and  equitable  peace; 
ibich  consideration  disix)ses  me  more  cheerfully  to 
BBise  tine  Lord  for  thus  answering  our  requests.  And 
think  heaven  and  eartli  will  condemn  our  ingratitude, 
FC  do  not  as  unanimously  join  in  thanksgiviiig,  as 
did  in  suf^lication. 
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IL  In  consequence  of  these  and  other,  successes, 
peace  was  at  length  concluded.  But  what  sort  of  a 
peace?  some  are  ready  to  answer.  Suqh  a  peace  as  is 
much  better  than  such  a  war.  When  we  con»der  our 
nationalguilt,  our  national  circumstances,  our  confisde- 
rated  foes,  and  exhausted  finances,  we  must  surely 
acknowledge  that  God  hath  done  better  by  ua^  than 
either  we  deserved,  or  once  expected;  and  tius  calls 
for  grateful  praise. — ^But  some  will  say  tissohumilia* 
ting  a  peace,  I  cannot  be  satisfied  with  it,  nor  fed 
thankful  for  it.  'Tis  true,  God  hath  brought  us  knt 
for  our  iniquity,  both  in  res^t  of  the  exteat  of  our 
dominions,  and  our  national  wealth  and.  conaeqoeaoQ 
but  if  we  be  brought  no  lower,  perhaps  tUs  Toy  or- 
cumstance  calls  for  thankfulness.  Bad  as  the  state  sf 
religion  and  morals  is  amongst  us,  had  our  wedth  tod 
honour  increased,  as  it  had  done  for  some  years  party 
probably  matters  had  even  now  been  much  worac^ 
Pride,  ungodliness,  sensuality,  and  luxury,  had  in- 
creased with  increasing  wealth  and  power,  and  pro- 
bably would  have  increased.  Had  it  been  so,  our  dc« 
struction  had  advance  with  hastier  steps.  Perhaps  our 
being  brought  low,  and  deprived  in  part  of  that  provi- 
sion we  had  made  for  our  lusts,  is  the  very  means  cf 
prolonging  our  state  and  delaying  our  ruin.  And  shil 
a  christian  murmur  at  this?  Shall  he  refuse  to  be  thanlh 
ful  for  peace,  and  liberty,  and  security,  because 
doth  not  roll  in  wealth,  nor  is  exalted  in  honour 
hjcretofore?  But  to  be  more  particular; 

1.  We  are  bound  to  thank  God  for  putting  a 
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to  the  eflusloTl  of  human  blood.  The  vahic^  of  nun's 
life  is  great — of  man's  soul  infinitely  greater.  He  who 
duly  ponders  this,  must  consider  war,  though  in  some 
cases  necessary,  in  all  cases  horrible:  nor  can  he  be 
other  than  shocked  with  reflecting  on  the  thousands  of 
his  fellow-creatures  slaughtered  in  battle,  and  their  souls 
hurried  into  eternity;  many  ofthem,  most  of  them  'ti&  to 
be  feared,  in  the  full  career  of  unrepented  sin.  When  a 
victory  makes  way  for  peace,  I  can  rejoice  in  it;  though 
not  without  melancholy  reflections  on  the  fatal  conse- 
quences perhaps  to  thousands,  mingling  with  my  joy. 
Otherwise,  the  life  of  an  American,  a  Frenchman,  a 
Spaniard,  or  a  Hollander,  is,  in  my  estimation,  of  equal 
nlue  with  the  life  of  a  Briton:  even  successful  war  ex- 
cites my  lamentation;  and  the  return  of  peace  is  mat- 
ifT  of  thanksgiving,  as  I  am  a  man  and  a  christian, 
even  though  I  should  not,  as  an  Englishman,  approve 
of  the  conditions.  ^  Send  peace  in  our  time,  O  Lo  h  d!  ' 
— *  That  it  may  please  thee  to  give  unity,  peace,  and 
*  concord  to  all  nations,'  are  requests,  which  surely  no 
true  christian  can  hesitate  in  adopting:  nor  should  any 
christian  refuse  his  tribute  of  praise  and  gratitude, 
when  such  requests  are  granted.  Many,  from  selfish 
ives,  wish  for  war;  but  can  he,  who  lias  the  law  of 
CD  written  in  his  heart;  even  this  law,  "  Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  desire  the  slaugh« 
fsr  ci  his  fellow-men,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  emolu-- 
nt? 


2.  We  have  cause  to  thank  God  for  stopping  the 
^^fcision  of  the  blood  of  our  friends  and  relatives.  How 
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many,  during  tliewar^roournedo^TTslaughteredfathers, 
brothers,  sons,  relatives,  and  friends!  How  many  weep- 
ing eyes  for  the  dead!  How  many  anxious  hearts  about 
the  living!  Ought  we  not  to  thank  God  for  rdieving 
Us  in  this  respect  from  grief  and  anxiety? 

3.  Wc  are  bound  to  thank  God  for  preserving  our 
land  from  becoming  the  seat  of  war.    Many  feared  it; 
many  of  you,  my  feliow-christians,  feared  it,  and  pmyed 
against  it.  Assuredly,  our  felicity,  in  this  respect,  both 
heretofore  and  in  this  conjuncture,  is  the  fp&  of  God, 
and  demands  our  gratitude.  He  spread  the  protectiog 
ocean  around  us;  he  raised  us  to  our  present  nani 
power;  he  gives  skill,  hardiness,  and  courage  to  ear 
seamen;  lie  gives  victory  to  our  fleets;  lie  awes  odr 
enemies  to  a  distance;  he  silaices  popular  insurrectionSf    , 
and  prevents  civil  wai*.    For  tliese  mercies  pruse  ye 
the  Lor D.   The  loss  of  men  and  money  we  know:  but   ^ 
war,  horrible  war,  as  a  nation  we  know  not,  or  trc  ^ 
could  not  fail  to  prize  such  a  distinguishing  favour,  ^ 
May  wc  never  learn  to  know  its  worth,  by  its  loss!       3 

4.  We  arc  bound  to  bless  God  for   breaking  the 
strong  confederacy  formed  against  us.  Arguing  finwi 
former  events,  wc  bad  little  to  fear  from  any  of  oof 
enemies  separately.  When  two  heretofore  have  unitef 
we  have  had  countenance  and  assistance  from  the  other* 
or  they  have  stood  neuter.    But  in  this  conjunctur 
four  powerful  nations  were  confederated  against  Ufl^ 
and  thus  excited  our  just  and  melancholy  apprehm 


SJIRMQN   X*  387 

uona.  God  bath  broken  in  pieces  iim  fornudablo 
oonbination,  and  it  is  not  at  till  probajble  that  it  sbQi|I4 
apeedily  be  renewed.  Thus  by  die  peace,  though  hu^ 
niliadDg^  die  urgent  cause  of  terror  is  happily  rcmqyie^ 

■ 

The  combitotion  is  bat>ken,  aud  ve  are  dejiveredr  art 
afairdjQutof  the  snare  of  the  fowlfn  For  Uns,  mjr 
bcedifcn,  praise  and  bless  the  Lorji^,  "who  ijoidi^th  tttf 
couasela  of  the  people  to  be  or.nonc  .effect.^ 


1  ■  • 


5.  Though  reduced,  we  are  still  pi^sscnred  an  io^ 
depeodent  kingdom:  our  laws  and  liberties,  civil  and 
li^^ouSi  are  still  continued  to  us:  wc  dwell  in  peace 
fod  safety,  and  n^&y  yet  meettogcdiertoworsMprGon 
I^Qordin]^  to  bur  conscience.  If  you  love  the  LorD| 
il^.^bu  love  his  house  and  ordinances,  then  praise  the 
{^Eb;  and  let  not  Satan,  by  tempting  you  to  repite 
OTcr  tbtf  Itmembrance  of  our  diniitiished  grandeur  axift 
wna^uence,  prevail  with  yon  to  withhold  the  revenue 
€f  thanks,  so  justly  due  to  Gon.  Remember,  that 
"  it  isof  t.bfiLoHD's  mercies  we  are  not  consumed/* 
ShalT  we  not  th<:n  praise  him  for  dealing  with  us  so 

■  ■  •  * 

much  better  thM  bur  deservings? 

1  ■  ■ 

Mi  6.  Oiir  trade  and  mapufactutes,  on^  wliich  theaffiu* 

2J^acc  of  the  weaTthy,  and  the  subdstance  of  the  indigent 

j^feD  puich  depend,  ai^e  far  from  ruined;  they  revive,  and 

■HTiBany  p1;ices  (louiish.  An(!f;^r  renewed  provocalions 

not  cause  tlic  Lord  to  Command  fresh  judgmcitSi 

may  hope  gradually  tA  fficoyer  i»$tfnip  jfpst  ft  le/ist 

pur  fflnner  ^rpsucrity.  Indeed,  amongst  jyou,  ani 
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perhaps  in  some  other  places  and  •  manufactures,*  no 

remarkable  amendment  hath  taken  place:  but  foi^t 

not,  that  during  the  \\w,  things*  grew  worse   eveiy 

yeaf.-^Had  not  God  answered  your  prayers. in  send- 

hKg-  peace,  -how  much  worse  bad  your  trade. been  ere 

this?  Since  the  peacie  it  hath  some  what  -reeovered* 

Therefore,-both  on  your  own  account  and  jrour  coun- 

trymcn's,  forgdt^not  to  praise  the  Lord  fw:thc  past, 

and  that  will  prove  the  best  means  of  procuring  greater 

things  in  future.  . 

r.      ;  ■  ■  ■ 

.  7.  The  exhausting,  intqierable  expences  of  the 

war,  are:  now  ceased. — You  will  say,  pur  taxes  stiD  in- 

crease,  and  I.  feel  no  relief  from  the  peace,  but  additional 

burdens  iinposed  yearly;  how  then  can  I  bejtbapkiiil? 

Yet  consider,  these  very  taxes  are  imposed  to  .pay  the 

intercut  of  the  sums  borrowed  during  the  war,,  and  of 

those  .borrowed  since  the  war,  to  pay  off  its  hea^y  ar- 

rears.««— Had  the  war  still  continued,  ifwclmdnot  been 

overpowered  by  thp  united  forces  of  oxir  enemies,  (he 

intolerable  expence  must  bave  ruined  us.  The  present   ^ 

grievous  taxes  may  teach  us  to  bless  Goo  for  peace:    ; 

for  had  the  war  continued,  our  present  heavy  burdens 

wpuldJiavc  been  made  vastly  heavier;  therefore,  silcooe 

your  murmurings,  and  join  with  mc  in  praising  the 

.1  would  now. then  prQoecd  to  make  some  further 
iipprpytment  of  the  subject. 

'  1.  You  may  learn  from  hence,  tliat  the  Lord  r 

1. ....        * 

*  The  thread  hce  manufacture. 
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awfiilljr  holy  in  hating,  and  impartiaUy  just  in  punish- 
ing sin:  yet  he  is  good,  and  reiady  to  forgive,  and  plen« 
teous  in  mercy  to  all  them  who  penitently  and  heartily 
6all  upon  him.  Tremble  then,  stout-hearted  sinner: 
that  GiOD  whose  law  thou  liast  broken,  whose  gospel 
thod  hast  neglected,  whose  grace  thou  despisest,  and 
whote  justice  thou  defiest,  is  a  consuming  fire,  a  jeaU 
ooa  Gob,  vengeance  belongs  unto  him,  and  he  will 
repay.  He  whose  justice  and  power  bring  nations  so 
low  for  iniquity,  can  easily,  and  will  certainly,  bring 
thee  low,  even  into  hell,  except  thou  repent,  and  be- 
lieve the  gospel. 

Be  encouraged,  poor  trembling  sinner:  fear  not-  to 
dd  upon  this  gracious  God:  return  to  him  in  hb  ap- 
pointed way,  who  now  kindly  invites  thee;  and  ilever 
did  toider  parent  more  cordially  and  aft^tionately  te- 
cove  a  returning  prodigal,  than  God  will  welcomef 
thee* 

2.  You  see  that  this  harmony  of  perfect  justice  and 
hdioess,  with  rich  and  plenteous  mercy,  which  is  the 
fierfection  of  beauty,  the  loveliness  of  God,  doth  re- 
quire the  interposition  of  the  divine  Mediator,  and  tlie 
infinitely  valuable  satis&ction  of  his  death;  otherwise, 
<TCry  ex^ion  of  pardoning  mercy  and  love  to  sinners, 
"#oald  imply  a  defect  of  justice,  and  imperfection  of 
l9[|)|]ness. — It  is  only  in  the  person  of  Jesus,  Emmanu- 
Ht  that' this  harmonious  glory  of  God  can  be  seen.  In 
i  the  law  is  magnified,  justice  satisfied,  holiness 
uufested,  and  mercy  exercised,  and  God  appears  a 
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just  Goi)  md  a  Saviour^  Through  thia  Mediator,  Gg» 
dwelling  ip  luiman  mture,  even  aiafiU  pationa  are  de^lt 
wkb  in  inercy.  And»  poor  ^inneri  if  ^hhi  receive  not 
CsaxsT  and  jus  atonenv^nt,  if  ihou.covnepQt  into  die 
presence  oTOop,  throi^h  the  ipt^nsesnoD  pf  hia  SoHi 
thy  dependence  on  Gop's  mercy,  but  not  ^n  Jiia  waji 
will  be  fomid  unwarranted  presuofiption.  C^  will  not 
diahonour  him$^tf  by  being  unjustly -fnerciful'ta  please 
a  rebel.  Come  di^i  but  remember  Caax^T  ^idi| 
<<  I  am  the  Way«  and  tb?  Tr\ith,  and  the  hik;  w  man 
^roometh  to  tl)f  F^th^r*  but  by  9vc.^' 

• 

3.  FearpP encniieB  to  our  p;|tionBl  prpspi^r^^.fHit 
ioiq\dt}%  (^fl  ^^rea  ua  s\  litxle  loi^n  ir^ff^yinftjfj^ 
take  pl4oe  we  j^all  be  prcservcd»**?^iod)criviae  pur  doVR 
is  t^Qt  f^r  off.  Sccki  tlicn,  by  prayer,  each  of  joU|  for 
mercy  apd  grace,  through  tloe  intercession  of  Je^svjs, 
and  thus  aim  at  personal  reformation.    Kcpcnt,.^ 
bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  rcixrntance.  Use  your  in- 
iiuf^nce  and  authority  in  your  families^  connexions, 
and  dependences,  to  promote  their  reformation:  pray 
for  tjliose  you  cannot  LiflueiKc:  it  is  the  duiy.you  ou<^    ; 
to  you^T;  country;  it  is  tlie  duty  tlie  occas?ion  callsfor.r-^ 
^u&x  then  the  word  of  e^^hort^tiou.i — As  j'ou  yalyc  J 
your  national  security  and  prosperity,  as  3'ou  value  your  ^ 
precious  souls,  be  not  slothful  ip  jjiis  \vorU«  AVcrealli  ^ 
were  half,,  were  a  tent^,  tbus  mindud,  glorious  effect 
would  follow. -^Despise  not  the  day  of  snuUl  t)^ 
yield  not  tp  discouragement:  arise  and  be  doing, 
the  Loud  >\ill  be  with  you. 


4.  Did  f ou  sigh,  and  mouniy  and  pray  diiccrelf, 
dnrii^  the  Inte  ciilamities?  And  hath  God  heard  yow 
prayers?  Then  be  sure  you  thank  him  for  it;  and  ad- 
Biire  bis  condescension  that  he  would  notice  your  poor 
defiscuve  prayers.  Forget  not  to  pay  the  y<ms  you 
maite  «into  him  in  the  day  of  your  distress;  but  espe** 
cially  tidce  courage  to  pray  more  ^undantly  for  tlie 
time  to  come.-^Many  are  tempted  to  negkct  the  bles-: 
sed  duty  of  intercession  almost  entirely;  our  prayers^ 
sqr  tbey,  are  so  weak,  vrt  scarcely  know  how  to  pray 
ibr  ourselves;  it  seems  presumption  to  think  our  prvy* 
ers  can  do  any  good.  One  soldier  indeed  is  a  feeble 
defence  to  the  nation;  but  large  armies  consist  of  sin« 
gie  soldiers:  should  eac^  forsake  his  post,  because  hi$ 
«ng^k  faelp  is  inconsiderable,  we  must  fall  a  prey  to 
wr  enemies;  but  when  each  preserves  and  maintains 
Ms  ^081,  we  are  well  protected.  Our  weapons,  my  icl- 
toir*80ldiersy  are  enrnest  prayers:  that  christian  who 
hdps  not  the  oiuse  of  his  church  and  nation  against 
dunr  enemies  by  his  prayers,  deserts  his  post,  and 
IcMts,  far  his  part,  the  coast  defenceless.  One  has  as 
good  a  right  and  reason  to  desert  his  post  as  another: 
if  aD  desert,  if  none  remain  to  make  intercession,  we 
defenceless  indeed.   But  if  each  christian  abounds 

dns  dnty,  our  cause  shall  certainly  prosper.  Pray 

my  brethren,  each  of  you,  under  this  persuasion, 

you  are  one  of  a  numerous  army  of  supplicants 

all  over  the  land;  and  unitedly  intreat  the 

»D  to  preserve  peace,  to  revive  religion,  to  reform 
nr  manners.  Intreat  him  to  bless  your  king  and  his 

Biily,  with  all  the  blessings  of  time  and  eternity;  and 
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to  continue  his  descendants  a  blessing  to  these  lands 
for  generations  to  come.  Intreat  the  Lord  to  tmpart 
his  grace  to  our  princes  and  nobles,  that  they  may  im- 
prove their  greatnesSi  wealth,  and  influbnce,  to  pro- 
mote and  adorn  true  religion.  Pray  that  magistrates 
may  be  indeed  **for  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  for  the 
"  praise  of  them  that  do  well:''  that  ministers  of  the 
gospel  may  be  endowed  with  knowledge  and  wisdom, 
judgment  and  experience,  boldness  and  faithfulness, 
humilit}'  and  holiness,  zeal  and  love.  Did  you  prqr 
more  for  us,  we  should  live  more  holy  lives,  preach 
more  powerfully,  and  be  blessed  more  abundantly 
with  extensive  usefulness.  Pray  the  Lord  of  the  har- 
vest to  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest:  pray  far 
the  conversion  of  wicked  clergymen,  those  blind  lea- 
ders of  the  blind:  pray  for  the  rising  generation  of  mi- 
nisters, that  they  may  be  furnished  and  prepared  lor 
the  work  and  charge,  that  is  about  to  de\'olve  on  them: 
pray  for  the  places  of  education  of  our  youth,  publick 
and  private;  that  men  may  thence  come  forth  qualifi- 
ed, and  disposed  to  serve  God  in  church  and  state; 
and  that  the  rising  generation  may  be  trained  up  to 
godliness  and  honesty:  pray  that  bigotr)^  superstition, 
error,  and  real  enthusiasm,  may  cease;  that  offences 
and  divisions  may  be  prevented;  that  all  true  christians 
may  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart,  fer\'entlv;  may 
adorn  the  gospel  by  exemplary  lives;  be  filled  with  jojr  [ 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory;  and  strive  together  ibr 
the  foilh  of  the  gospel.  Pray  for  your  children,  rcb-  \ 
tions,  neighbours,  benefactors,  and  enemies,  be  suit* 
not  to  forget  them.  Pray  for  the  spread  of  the  go^^ 
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the  &U  of  antichrist,  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  the 
conversion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  universal  prevalence 
ef  true  religion.  Finally,  my  brethren,  pray  for  die 
unworthy  author  of  this  exhortation,  that  both  by  his 
life  and  doctrine  he  may  set  forth  the  true  and  lively 
wotd  of  God,  and  when  death  comes,  may  be  (bund 
so  doing. 

S.  Perhaps,  at  the  tjme  alluded  to,  you  did  not 
keardiy  pray,  but  have  since  been  taught  to  pray:  well 
fteOy^ou  have  double  cause  for  thankfulness:  you 
pvtdLC  of  many  blessings  in  answer  to  [»ayer,  though 
}oa  never  joined  in  seeking  them  by  prayer.  Be  not 
tten  now  n^ligent  in  thanksgiving,  though  you  were 
la  praying;  and  henceforth  forget  not  to  unite  your  re- 
qpests  for  national  mercies,  with  those  of  that  army  of 
iqiplicants,  of  divers  denominations,  who  are  indeed 
Ae  bulwark  of  the  land. 

Finally — Do  any  continue  impenitent  and  ungodly? 

I  fear  I  shall  exhort  you  to  gratitude  in  vain:  if  you 

aq^ct  prayer,  I  fear  you  will  have  as  little  heart  to 

and  thanksgiving,  though  you  have  abundant 

But  two  hints  I  will  leave  with  you:  though 

■f^  despise  spiritual  blessings,  you  value  temporal 

Passings  inordinately.  In  answer  to  prayer,  these  are 

lued  to  our  land,  and  to  you  among  the  rest.  Do 

then  revile  and  ill-treat  your  praying  neighbours, 

rhom  under  God  you  are  indebted  for  your  share 

national  security.    And  remember,  that  although, 

jgh  the  intercession  of  others,  you  may  escape 

xxal  calamities  during  life;  yet  death  will  come 

VOL.  XX.  3  D 
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cxcq)t  asin  case  of  approbation  there  is  additional  cause 
for  gratitude,  in  case  of  disapprobation  for  deeper 
humiliation.^ 

Let  it  then  be  allowed,  (and  who  can  deny  it?)  tliat 
this  nation  has  been  peculiarly  favoured  by  a  merciful 
Providence:  and  waving^  but  by  no  means  yielding^ 
the  question  concerning  publick  measures,  I  would 
ask  such  as  continue  dissatisfied,  whether  Elijah  was 
the  less  bound  to  thank  the  Lord  for  his  daily  provi- 
sion, because  it  was  sent  him  by  ravens?  whether  David 
did  wrong  in  blessing  God  for  seasonable  deUverancc 
from  the  rage  of  Saul,  because  he  could  not  approve   i 
the  conduct  of  the  Philistines,  whose  suddoi  invami    ' 
called  away  his  persecutor? — or  whether  the  primkive 
Christians,  during  three  hundred  years  under  pagan 
emperors,  generally  of  very  bad  character,  and  most  of 
them  persecutors,  were  never  called  on  to  thank  the 
Lord  for  their  sliare  in  publick  peace,  or  exemptioD 
from  national  calamities?  Alas,  in  how  few  ages  and 
places,  if  this  reserve  he  admitted,  have  Christiaos 
been  so  much  as  required  to  be  thankful  for  national 
xnercies!  How  small  a  tribute  of  praise  must  our  gra-  ». 
cious  God   receive  from  his  whole  church  in  this    ; 
behalf!  J 

My  brethren,  we  do  not  meet  together  at  this  time 
to  enquire  what  men  have  been  doing;  but  what  the 
Lord  hath  done  for  us  as  a  guihy  nation.  ^  He  hath 

*  not  dealt  with  us  according  to  our  sins,  neither  bath, 

*  he  rewarded  us  after  our  iniquities:'  but  "  he  hath 


*  2  Sam.  xxiv.  1.     2.  Chron.  ii.  11. 
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**  withdrawn  his  hand,  and  wrought  for  his  name's 
^'  sake,  that  it  should  riot  be  poUuted  in  the  sight  of  the 
^^  heathen.'^  In  prosecuting  this  subject,  I  shall, 

I.  Make  some  brief  observatic^s  on  the  text, 
as  illustrated  by  the  Lord's  dealings  with  the 
nation  of  Israel. 

IL  More  fully  consider  the  words  as  applica- 
ble to  the  present  circumstances  of  this  our  favour- 
cd  land. 

1  •  Then ,  I  shall  make  some  brief  observations  on  the 
Itxt,  as  illustrated  by  the  Lord's  dealings  with  the 
fttCion  of  Israel. 

If  we  carefully  weigh  the  import  of  a  few  remarka- 
Ue  passages  of  scripture,  we  shall  find  them  throw 
much  light  on  the  subject,  and  prepare  the  way  for  all 
our  subsequent  enquiries.  When  Israel  had  made  and 
worshipped  the  golden  calf,  the  Lord  said  to  Moses, 
•*  Now  therefore  let  me  alone,  that  my  wrath  may  wax 
*^  hot  against  them,  and  that  I  may  consume  them;  and 
•*  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation.  And  Moses  be- 
*  sought  the  Lord  his  God,  and  said,  Why  doth  thy 
"  wrath  wax  hot  against  tby  people,  which  thou  hast 
•*  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  with  great 
*•  power  and  with  a  mighty  hand?  Wherefore  should 
**  the  Egyptians  speak  and  say,  For  mischief  did  he 
*•  bring  them  out  to  slay  them  in  the  mountains?  Turn 
•'  from  thy  fierce  wrath  and  repent  of  this  evil  against 
^  thy  people.  Remember  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and 
".  Jacob,  thy  servants,  to  whom  thou  swarest,  by  thine 
"  own  self,  and  saidst  unto  them,  I  will  multiply  your 
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*'  seed  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  all  this  land  that  I 
**  have  spoken  of  will  I  give  unto  your  seed,  and  they 
•*  shall  inherit  it  for  ever.  And  the  Lord  repented  of 
«•  the  evil,  which  he  thought  to  do  unto  his  people."* 
On  this  occasion,  you  perceive  that  he  **  withdrew  bis 
**  hand  and  wrought  for  his  name's  sake.'* 

When  the  Israelites  *^  despised  the  pleasant  land, 
'^  and  bdieved  not  the  word  of  the  Lord,''  He  said 
to  Moses,  **  I  will  smite  them  with  the  pestilenoe,  and 

"  disinherit  them." And  Moses  said  unto  the 

Lord  ^^  Then  the  Egyptians  shall  hear  of  it;  forthou 
*'  broughtest  this  people  by  thy  might  from  among 
**  them:  and  they  will  tell  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
*'  land;  for  they  have  heard  that  thou,  Lord,  art  among 
^*  this  people,  that  thou,  Lord,  art  seen  face  to  face, 
^^  and  that  thy  cloud  standeth  over  them,  and  that  thou 
"  goest  before  them,  by  day-time  in  a  pillar  of  a  cbud, 
•  and  in  a  pillar  ol  fire  by  night. — Now  if  thou  shalt  kill 
*^  all  this  people,  as  one  man;  then  the  nations  which 
*'  have  heard  the  fame  of  thee,  will  speak,  saying,  bc- 
^*  cause  the  Lord  was  not  able  to  bring  this  people  into 
"  the  land  which  he  sware  unto  them,  therefore  he 
*' hath  slain  them  in  the  wilderness. *'t  In  answer  to 
«*this  supplication  "the  Lord  again  withdrew  his  , 
^*  hand,  and  wrought  for  his  name's  sake,  that  it  should 
<*  not  be  polluted  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen." 

Joshua  also  pleaded  in  the  same  manner,  when  some 
of  the  people  were  slain  by  the  men  of  Ai.  **  O  Lord 


•  Ex,  xxxii.  9—14.  t  Numb.  xiv.  Il'w23« 
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••  what  shall  I  say,  when  Israel  tumeth  their  backs  be- 
••  fore  their  enemies?  For  the  Canaanites,  and  the.in. 
**  habitants  of  the  land,  shall  hear  of  it,  and  shall  cnvi- 
•*  ron  us  round,  and  shall  cut  oiF  our  name  from  the 
f*  earth;  and  what  wilt  thou  do  unto  thy  great  name?^^* 
The  pious  and  animated  address  of  David  to  Go- 
liath was  made  at  a  time,  when  die  conduct  and  roea- 
sores  of  King  Saul  could  not  but  be  justly  disapproved 
by  all  pious  Israelities:  yet  he  assigned  the,  saipe  rea- 
soDyWhy  the  Lord  would  deliver  Goliath  into  his 
liand,  and  the  Philistines  into  the  hands  of  Israel, 
iiamdy,  *^  that  all  the  earth  may  know  that  there  is  a 
•'  God  in  Israel."! — ^Hezekiah's  plea,  in  prayer  for 
deliverance  from  Sennacherib  and  the  Assyrians,  was 
llib,  **  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  know, 
•*  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  even  thou  only, "J 

ITic  plea  of  Jeremiah,  during  a  terrible  drought, 
"  O  Lord,  though  our  iniquities  testify  against  us, 
**  do  it  for  thy  name's  sake; "J  and  that  of  Daniel 
during  the  Babylonish  captivity, ||  with  very  many 
others  which  might  be  adduced,  abundantly  teach  us, 
that  Israel,  even  whendescrving  the  severest  vengeance, 
Mras  frequently  placed  in  such  circumstances,  that  the 
honour  of  God  was  concerned  in  sparing  and  deliver- 
ing them. 

The  chapter,  whence  the  text  is  chosen,  introduces 
Iehovah  recapitulating  to  the  prophet,  a  variety  of 


•  Josh.  vii.  7—9.         t  1  Sam.  xvii.  45—47.         \  2  Kings 
ix,  15— *19,        §  Jer.  xiY.  7.  \\  Dan.  ik.  18,  19. 
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instances  of  this  kind,  and  repeatedljr  subjcmiing, 
'*  But  I  wrought  for  my  name's  sake,  that  it  sbouid 
'*  not  be  polluted  before  the  heathen,  amoi^  whom 
^^  they  were."  From  this  recapitulation  we  may  ob^ 
serve,  that  God  had  called  Abraham;  and  had  engaged 
to  him,  by  covenant  and  by  oath,  to  render  his  poste« 
rity  exceedingly  numerous,  to  give  them  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  to  raise  up  the  Messiah  from  amoi^ 
them:  and  that  he  had  ratified  this  engagement  in  the 
same  manner  to  Isaac  and  Jacob.  But  when  the  'te- 
scendants  of  these  patriarchs  had  been  increased  tO  n 
vast  multitude  in  Egypt,  they  had  so  degenerated  from 
the  piety  of  their  ancestors,  and  had  become  so  vile  fay 
their  iniquities  and  idolatries,  that  they  justly  deserved 
destruction,  at  tlie  very  time  when  God  had  purposed 
their  deliverance.  Yet  if  he  had  cut  them  off  by  scmm 
tremendous  judgment,  or  left  them  in  Egyptian  bon* 
dage;  the  honour  of  his  faithfulness  and  mercy  would 
have  been  tarnished;  his  promise  would  have  been 
broken,  his  covenant  would  have  failed,  and  his  whole 
plan  concerning  the  Messiah  have  been  disconcerted, 
He  therefore,  spared  and  delivered  them,  though  un- 
worthy, for  his  own  name's  sake. 

The  Lord  had  sent  to  Pharaoh,  calling  Israel  his 
son,  yea,  his  first  born,  and  he  demanded  of  him  te 
'*  let  his  son  go  that  he  might  serve  him:"  but  Plia- 
raoh  haughtily  replied,  "  Who  is  Jehovah?  I  know 
*'  not  Jehovah,  neither  will  I  let  Israel  go.'*  Thus 
the  contest  was  begun;  and  not  only  the  Egyptians, 
but  in  a  little  time  all  the  neighbouring  nations  waited 
the  event  with  fixed  attention.   Now,  if  the  Lord, 
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rovoked  by  Israel's  siiii  had  desisted  from  his  de* 
land,  and  had  left  the  people  in  bondage,  Pharaoh 
ould  have  seemed  victorious,  and  he  as  well  as  others 
ould  have  concluded  that  Jehovah  was  unable  to 
sliver  his  people.  The  honour  of  his  eternal  power 
id  Godhead  was  therefore  concerned  in  effecting 
leic  deliverance. 

When  this  had  been  accomplished  by  *^  a  mighty 
hand  and  an  out  stretched  arm,"  and  the  laws,  or- 
inances,  and  oracles  of  Jehovah  had  beencommu* 
ica^l  to  them,  they  renewed  their  rebellions,  and  by 
^:«f.t'iggravated  crimes  provoked  him  to  keep  them 
fiy  yc^s  in  the  wilderness,  till  nearly  all  that  gene- 
Xion  was  dead.  But  if  he  had  cut  them  off  entirely!  ' 
id  |)^d  not  put  the  posterity  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
jCoU,  in  possession  of  Canaan;  not  only  would  hb 
lib  and  promise  have  failed,  but  the  Egyptians,  Ca- 
lanites,  and  surrounding  nations  would  have  l^las* 
icmed  his  great  name,  as  if  he  had  been  unable  to 
Ifil  bis  engagements,  and  thus  they  would  have  been 
trdened  in  their  idolatry  and  wickedness. 
During  a  long  course  of  years,  after  the  nation  was 
tiled  in  Canaan,  the  interest,  and  almost  the  exist- 
ice,  of  true  religion  in  the  world,  was,  according  to 
le  plan  of  infinite  wisdom,  inseparable  from  the  pre* 
xvation  of  Israel  as  a  distinct  people:  and  how  great 
Deyer  their  provocations  were,  the  honour  of  God 
ras  concerned  in  preventing  the  complete  success  of 
heir  idolatrous  neighbours  against  them,  though  they 
rere  used  as  scourges  for  their  frequent  and  severe 
bastisement.  Nor,  till  the  coming  of  the  promised 
Vol.  it.  F* 
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Messiah,  could  it  consist  with  the  glory  of  God,  to 
pour  out  his  vengeance  upon  the  nationi  and  wholly 
to  deprive  them  of  their  distinguished  advantages.  But 
after  that  event,  his  plan  no  more  required  their  pre- 
servation as  his  visible  church;  and  so  '*  wrath  came 
"  upon  them  to  the  uttermost." 

There  was  likewise,  through  every  age,  t  pbus 
remnant  in  the  land,  to  whom  the  promises  eqiecially 
belonged,  and  with  whom  the  covenant  was  ratified, 
lliese  persons  prayed  continually  in  behalf  of  the 
church  and  nation,  according  to  the  examples  before 
adduced:  and  the  honour  of  God  required,  that  sudi 
prayers  should  be  answered,  and  that  his  promises 
should  be  fulfilled  to  those  who  thus  laid  hold  on  Ui 
covenant.  On  all  these  accounts  Jehovah  ^^  withdrew 
*^  his  hand,  and  wrought  for  his  name's  sake,  that  it 
**  should  not  be  polluted  in  the  sight  of  the  heathen:" 
otherwise  the  crimes  of  Israel  were  so  numerous  and 
heinous,  that  he  would  have  permitted  their  insulting 
enemies  to  effect  their  destruction;  nay,  he  would  im-  y 
mediately  by  his  own  power  have  made  them  like  unto  j, 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah. We  proceed, 

II.  More  particularly  to  consider  the  words  of  the 
text,  as  applicable  to  the  present  circumstances  of  these 
nations.  And, 

1.  I  shall  take  this  occasion  to  recapitulate,  in  I  , 
compendious  manner,  what  God  hath  >vrought  inoor  . 
bthalf,  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  convulsioal  j 
in  Europe:  and  while  the  several  particulars  are  no- ^ 
ticed,  it  will,  I  think,  appear  evident  to  every  seriouif 
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mind,  that  God  himself  hath  graciously  interposed  in 
our  behalf.  ^*  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lorb  who  was 
**  on  our  side,  now  may  Israel  say;  if  it  hadjiot  been 
'*  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  side  when  men  rose  up 
^'  against  us:  then  had  they  swallowed  us  up  quiek^ 
*^  when  their  wrath  was  kindled  against  us.  Then  the 
**  waters  liad  overwhelmed  us,  the  stream  had  gone 
«<  over  our  soul.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  who  hath  not 
**  given  us  over  for  a  prey  unto  their  teeth.*'* 

It  is  well  known,  that  soon  after  the  conimencement 
of  diese  bloody  contests,  which  have  wasted  Europe, 
juid  destroyed  many  millions  of  her  mhabitants,  Qreat 
Britain  was  especially  marked  out  as  the  victim  of  that 
power,  whom  God  has  eniployed  as  his  scourge  amonj^ 
Ijtc  nations.  Our  prosperity  was  envied;  our  wealth, 
commerce,  and  naval  prowess  were  covicted;  and  bit* 
ter  resentment  for  supposed  injuries  was  avowed,  yet 
while  the  nations  of  Europe,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
l|ave  witnessed  and  experienced,  in  a  most  tremen* 
4ous  manner,  the  horrors  and  miseries  of  war;  we  have, 
4uring  a  course  of  years,  had  peace  in  our  borders. 
'    Doubdess  our  excessive  affluence,  the  fuel  and  incen> 
L    6ve  of  as  excessive  pride  and  luxury,  has  been  dimi> 
p^.  ibhed;  and  many  hardships  have  been  felt  by  num- 
f  '  bers,  who  are  entitled  to  our  sympathy  and  assistance: 
but  our  cities  have  not  been  reduced  to  ruinous  heaps 
dreadful  sieges;  we  have  not  seen  our  streets  flow* 
with  human  blood  or  strewed  with  mangled  ho- 
nor have  we  heard  the  piercing  groans  of  the 

•  Psalm  cxxv. 
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wounded  tod  dyingi  nor  the  more  duHdUfe*  bmeokir 
iSohs  of  dieir  distresBed  survivors.  We  are  ftobst  of  itf 
kap/nfy  uittbfe  to  fiinn  a  eoDoeption  of  the  teiiftiaaiMi' 
iliiseriest  inddent  to  the  seat  iff  war;  xx  of  the  aoettes 
which  are  witnessed)  when  an  insnltiog  vidtonou  ar-^ 
my  prescribes  scartdy  any  bounds^  to  rspn>e,^draelty/ 
and  bru^  lust.  Nor  have  desolated  fields^  ind  ihe 
smoking  rbins  of  towns  and  viUages^  pained  oar  cyii^ 
when  we  have  had  occason  to  joamey  dttoug^  ilie' 
country.  Oh,  my  brethren,  notlung  can*  give  \»  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  tremendous  honxMra  ofidds  aooorga 
of  God!  Even  those,  wiio  profi»sedly  recoup  die  Ub^ 
tory  of  battles  and  a^es,  draw  a  veil  over  die  A%li^ 
Jul  scenes,  from  which  the  imaginatioo  woidd. 
wise  turn  with  disgust  arid  terror;  or  rather  ttef ' 
beDish  them  with  the  fidse  glitter  of  militaiy  gldryvi0t 
the  splendid  achievements  of  particular  warriors.'  BoC 
the  atteniive  enquirer  will  learn  enough  from  various 
£icts  and  circumstances,  to  value  a  land  of  peace  above 
all  temporal  good;  and,  if  piously  disposed,  to  bless 
God  for  such  a  privilege,  whatever  it  cost,  and  what- 
ever loss  or  burden  he  sustain  in  order  to  preserve 
it. 

That  hidden  fire  also,  which  unexpectedy  burst 
forth  in  such  tremendous  convulsions  on  the  continent, 
has  been  clearly  proved  to  have  abounded  at  the  same 
period  in  this  country:  and  many  symptoms  caused 
great  alarms  of  insurrections,  civil  wars,  revolutions, 
and  massacres,  like  those  which  have  been,  in  some 
xts^ts,  even  mora  horrible  than  war  itself,  in  a 
^ij^^ybouiing  country:  while  the  consciousness  of  in- 
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gratitude  for  our  peculiar  privileges  increased  our  ap- 
prehensions concerning  the  event.  Yet  during  so  many 
years  the  Lord  hath  preserved  us;  and^very  little  in- 
deed bath  occurred  in  this  island^  to  cause  the  shedding 
of  human  blood,  either  by  the  sword  of  war,  or  by 
that  of  the  executioner.  For  he  that  ^^  stilleth  therag- 
••  ing  of  the  sea,'*  hath  hitherto  repressed  the  madness 
of  the  people:  and  great  is  the  debt  of  gratitude  we 
owe  him  on  that  account. 

Whatever  advantages  may  eventually  arise  from  the 
dreadful  transactions  on  the  Continent;  (foi^  doubtless 
God  will  over-rule  them  for  some  wise  and  gracious 
purpose;)  all,  who  love  the  holy  day  of  the  Lord,  the 
ordinances  of  his  courts,  and  the  liberty  of  attending 
oa  them  without  interruption,  must,  if  properly  in- 
ibrmed,  have  felt  great  anxiety  about  the  event.  The 
kgal  abolition  of  the  Christian  sabbath,  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  heathen  decade,  and  the  shutting  up,  wholly 
«  in  part,  very  many  places  of  worship,  on  various 
political  pretences,  wherever  the  enemy  hath  obtained 
die  ascendency;  (when  considered  as  connected  with 
the  most  avowed  infidelity  and  even  atheism,  and  the 
determined  enmity  against  Christianity,  which  distin- 
guished many  of  the  principal  actors  in  those  scenes,) 
had  a  very  dismal  aspect  on  our  religious  privileges, 
on  the  condition  in  diis  respect  of  our  posterity,  and 
on  the  interests  of  religion  in  this  land,  in  case  our 
enemies  had  prevailed  in  the  contest.  But  hitherto 
God  hath  preserved  us  from  every  kind  and  degree 
of  persecution,  and  we  have  full  liberty  to  worship 
him  according  to  our.  consciences^  at  whatever  titpe 
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and  in  whatever  place  we  choose.  While  this  is  the 
case,  2^d  our  Bibles,  our  sabbaths,  and  our  religious 
privileges  are  continued  to  us:  we  must  be  shamefullj 
carnal  and  ungrateful^  if  merely  temporal  Afficultiei 
or  burdens  induce  us  to  refuse  our  tribute  of  thanks* 
giving  to  the  Author  of  all  our  mercies. 

The  enemies,  with  whom  we  have  sustained  so  long 
and  severe  a  contest,  have  been  indeed  most  wonder- 
fully successful  in  their  designs,  and  in  many  cases 
they  have  prevailed  against  our  fco'ces:  yet  they  have 
been  uniformly  baffled  in  all  their  attempts  against  this 
island,  and  its  essential  dependences!  Surely  then  the 
Lord  hath  *^  wrought  for  his  own  name's  sake^"  and 
has  a  right  to  our  tribute  of  grateful  praise. 

At  the  crisis,  when  the  fleet  under  Lord  Howe 
gained  a  most  decided  victory,  the  state  of  things  at 
home,  as  well  as  the  designs  of  our  foreign  enenues, 
might  have  rendered  such  a  victory,  gained  by  them, 
of  very  dreadful  consequence  to  us:  for  in  all  probabi- 
lity an  invasion  would  in  that  case  have  been  immedi<* 
atcly  attempted,  with  vastly  greater  prospect  of  suc- 
cess than  it  could  be  at  present.  And  we  should  in 
every  instance  remember,  that  we  are  called  on  to  be 
thankful,  not  only  for  success  and  its  effects,  but  for 
preservation  from  the  consequences  of  defeat. 

Not  to  dwell  on  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
victory  obtained  by  Lord  St.  Vincent,  which  were 
V(  ry  important;  let  us  recollect,  that  on  one  occasion, 
when  the  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  land  in  Ireland, 
tht  unfavouHiblo  weather  and  contrar}-  w  inds  rendered 
it  impracticable  for  our  fleets  to  pursue  them,  and  many 
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ivcTC  either  dissatisfied  or  alarmed  on  tliat  account. 
Yet  by  those  very  winds,  and  that  unfavourable  wea- 
ther; the  Lord  completely  frustrated  the  design, 
without  our  help.  He  seemed  to  say  to  us,  '  I  have 
^  empl6yed,  and  mean  to  employ,  the  conduct  and  va* 
'  lour  of  your  admirals,  officers,  and  seamen,  for  your 

*  preservation;  and  you  are  prone  to  give  them  the 

*  glory,  and  to  confide  in  them:  on  this  occasion  there- 

*  fore,  I  preserve  you  immediately  by  myself,  that  you 

*  may  see  and  acknowledge  my  hand,  and  ascribe  to 

*  ihe  the  honour  due  to  my  name/ 

Immediately  before  he  was  pleased  to  make  use  of 
our  fleets,  in  the  most  signal  manner,  for  our  preser- 
vation; he  gave  us,  by  the  mutiny  among  t/ie  seamen^ 
the  most  convincing  detnonstration  how  easily  he 
oould  have  made  theiti  the  instruments  of  our  destruc^ 
tion.  It  was  indeed  a  most  astonishing  interposition 
of  providence,  that  during  that  very  alarming  period, 
tte  fleets  of  the  enemy  were  kept  in  port;  and  that  the 
mutineers  did  not  unanimously  concur  in  the  design 
of  carrying  our  vessels  to  some  hostile  harbour. 

It  is,  I  believe,  generally  understood,  that  before 

^  Yictory  gained  by  Lord  Dur»can,  the  Dutch  admi- 

,     Yd  had  embarked  troops  and  stores,  in  order  that  he 

V  ttiight  convey  them  to  Ireland,  if  the  passage  were 

j^  open.  But  not  being  able  to  elude  the  English  fleet, 

\  put  back  into  harbour;  and  having  disembarj;ed 

,        e  troops,  he  was  sent  forth  by  the  ruling  powers,  to 

k  a  battle,  in  hopes  at  least  of  clearing  the  way  for 

;         J  purposed  invasion.  Had  he  therefore  at  that  time 

.         ioed  as  decisive  a  victory,  as  God  gave  our  fleet, 
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he  would  doubtless  have  accomplished  his  design:  and 
subsequent  transactions  have  sufficiently  shewn  us, 
how  greatly  that  event  was  to  be  dreaded. 

The  malecontents  in  Ireland  are  now  known  to  have 
held  correspondence  with  ihe  French  Directory ,  and 
to  have  received  assurances  from  them  of  effectual 
assistance;  and  the  time  was  fixed  when  it  was  su(>pos- 
ed  the  nation  would  be  ripe  for  open  rebellion,  and 
when  the  promised  succours  should  be  sent.  But  by 
some  means  the  parties  seem  to  have  misunderstood 
each  other;  so  that  the  Irish  were  under  the  necessity 
of  rising,  before  their  allies  were  ready  to  support  them* 
Four  squadrons  however  were  actually  prepared  at 
different  ports,  to  form  one  fleet  for  the  invasion  of 
Ireland,  in  the  beginning  of  this  summer:  but  by  va- 
rious occurrences  they  were  all  providentially  retarded, 
till  the  critical  season  of  probable  success  was  elapsed; 
and  at  last  they  were  not  able  to  unite,  but  sailing  sepa- 
rately,  were  one  after  another,  either  taken,  dispersed, 
or  driven  back  without  effecting  any  thing!  Who  can 
help  seeing  the  hand  of  God  in  these  events?  For  if 
this  armament,  at  the  first  breaking  out  of  the  Irish 
rebellion,  had  landed  the  officers,  troops,  and  stores 
which  they  were  intended  to  convey;  the  most  dread- 
ful consequences  might  have  followed:  and  the  near- 
ness of  Ireland  to  this  country  might  have  rendered  it 
like  a  fire-ship  in  the  centre  of  a  fleet.  Notliing,  during 
the  w  hole  of  these  dangers  and  troubles,  appeared  to 
me  more  alarming  than  the  breaking  out  of  the  Irish 
rebellion;  and  for  no  single  circumstance  have  we  more 
cause  to  be  thankful,  than  that  it  has  been  suppressedi 
with  no  worse  consequences  to  Great  Britain. 
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The  surprising  success  of  the  enemyFon  the  Conti- 
t,  and  the  disposition  of  the  contending  powers,  to 
:e  the  best  terms  they  could  with  the  conquerors; 
:n  considered  in  connexion  with  the  vast  prepara« 
s  that  were  making,  and  the  boastmg 'menaces 
)wn  out  against  this  country,  excited  in  the  spring 
ly  serious  apprehensions,  that  an  invasion  would 
tally  be  attempted;  and  whatever  the  success  had 
n,  various  distressing  consequences  must  have  fol« 
ed  Most  of  us  expected  a  turbulent  summer; 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  we  have  never  enjoyed 
re  tranquillity.  Whatever  induced  the  enemy  to 
I  so  large  an  armament  into  Egypt,  instead  of  ex* 
ng  their  whole  force  against  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
I;  we  have  reason  to  be  very  thankful,  that  they 
e  disposed  to  take  another  course,  and  to  leave  us 
cace  and  quietness. 

am  wholly  incompetent  to  speak  of  the  probable 
sequences  to  be  expected  from  the  most  seasonable 
most  decisive  victory  gained  by  Lord  Nelson  i  but 
irasted  with  the  supposition  of  the  French  fleet 
i^  obtained  such  a  victory  over  ours,  they  must 
ilmost  incalculable.  The  diminution  of  their  naval 
e  and  the  increase  of  ours,  in  so  great  a  degree;  and 
probable  disappointment  of  their  plans  against  our 
uit  commerce,  and  to  deprive  us  of  one  great 
rcc  of  that  wealth,  by  which  we  have  been  hitherto, 
the  blessing  of  God,  enabled  to  maintain  our  na- 
tal independence,  seems  to  be  only  a  small  |^rt  of 
advantage.  The  effects  produced  on  the  minds  of* 
European  powers^  on  those  of  our  own  country* 
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men,  and  even  on  those  of  the  enemy,  are  doubtIess(ver; 
great;  and  tlie  prospect  of  our  being  able  ip  weather 
out  the  dreadful  storm  is  proportionably  augmented. 
The  revolution  in  France,  and  the  new  principks 
and  sentiments  circulated  on  tliat  occasion,  excited  in 
most  parts  of  Europe  an  enthusiastical  eagerness  fi)r 
Uberiy^  which  resembled  intoxication  or  the  deGrknn 
of  a  fever.  I  would  by  no  means  speak  against  true 
liberty,  and  the  rational  love  of  it;  or  the  endeaTOur  to 
improve  and  secure  the  measure  which  we  possess  bjr 
every  regular  and  proper  means;  or  even  the  sober  at- 
tempt to  communicate  the  blessmg  to  others*  But  the 
liberty,  lately  contended  for,  was  utterly  incompatifak 
with  the  state  of  regular  society,  and  the  lapsed  con* 
dition  of  human  nature;  it  was  indeed  such  a  Hberty 
as  was  never  established  in  any  nation  since  the  be^a» 
nuig  of  the  world,  nor  ever  will  be  while  the  earth  re- 
mains. In  this  delirium  multitudes,  in  difierent  coun- 
tries, were  ready  to  join  the  enemy,  in  violently  sub- 
verting their  ancient  governments,  and  in  substituting 
an  untried  system,  devised  by  inexperienced  specula- 
tors, who  began  by  treating  the  wisdom  of  former 
ages  with  profound  contempt.  In  consequence  of  these 
hasty  resolves,  the  tree  of  liberty  has  been  planted 
very  extensively;  and  now  that  it  has  produced  very 
difierent yr//rV  from  what  men  expected,  it  is  too  late  to 
root  it  up,  and  to  r-estore  the  former  state  of  things^ 
with  the  prospect  of  a  gradual  and  rational  amcHara' 
fion.  But  through  the  mercy  of  God,  we  have 
been  preserved,  till  the  delirium  has  in  some  measure 
subsided;  and  till  most  men  have  seen  quite  cnouf^  of 
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le  efiects  of  French  principles^  reduced  to  practice 
cider  French  patronage^  to  cure  them  of  all  predilec* 
m  for  them.  I  apprehend,  that  b))^  this  time,  almost 
rery  honest  man,  however  he  may  disapprove  of  the 
ate  of  things  here  in  Britain,  would  protest  against  a 
lange,  to  be  effected  in  that  manner,  by  which  some 
nghboiu-ing  nations  have  been  liberated  from  their  for- 
ler  rulers.  Now,  to  be  preserved  so  long  in  such  a  de- 
nictive  storm,  and  till  it  begins  to  subside,  is  a  mercy 
hich  should  excite  abundant  .gratitude  and  praise. 
That  union  which  at  present  prevails  among  us,  in 
determination  to  withstand  the  designs  of  innovators 
id  invaders,  and  in  be^iring  the  necessary  burdens,  is 
Tery  hopeftil  symptom,  that  the  Loan  will  yet  pro- 
ng our  tranquillity  at  home,  and  at  length  restore 
ace  to  the  nations,  in  a  measure  by  our  means.  We 
'  indeed  still  at  a  great  distance  firom  that  state  of  af- 
Sy  which  every  humane  and  pious  person  must  long 
pray  for:  yet  hitherto  the  Lord  hath  preserved  us, 
Mid  our  expectations,  and  contrary  to  the  confident 
ictions  of  many,  who  foreboded  nothing  short  of 
mmediate  destruction* 

nong  our  many  mercies,  we  must  by  no  means 
K>k  the  very  plentiful  harvest  which  the  Lord 
luchsafed  us,  and  the  reduced  price  of  almost  all 
of  provisions.  When  I  travelled  through  the 
y  in  June,  I  was  ready  to  say,  '*  What  a  beau- 
prospect  do  the  fields  present?  But  who  can 
whether  we  shall  reap  the  harvest,  or  enjoy  the 
ance  of  a  bountiful  Providence?"  The  harvest 
is  safely  gathered  in,  and  we  are  preserved  in 
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peace  to  enjoy  our  plenty:  and  at  the  same  time,  yit 
have  been  exempted  from  those  dreadful  pestilentiat 
diseases,  which  have  raged  with  destructive  fixce  in 
8ome  parts  of  the  world.  ^'  Oh,  that  men  would  praise 
^'  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful 
*^  works  to  the  children  of  men!  And  let  them  slEuui- 
fice  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving,  and  teU  out  bis 
"  works  with  gladness." 

Each  of  the  circumstances  enumerated  bears  evident 
marks  of  the  Lord^s  merciful  interposition  in  our  be- 
half: but  the  whole  viewed  together  so  conclusivi^ 
demonstrates  it,  that  I  cannot  'understand  how  aiijr 
pious  man,  whatever  hb  peculiar  sentiments  may  be^ 
can  help  seeing  and  owning  that  God  hath  wrougbt 
these  things,  and  that  all  parties  ought  to  join  io  praise 
and  thanksgiving  to  bis  holy  name. 
.  52. .  I  would  next  enquire  in  what  sense  the  Loid  hath 
"  withdrawn  his  handy  and  wrought  for  his  name^s 
*^  sakey  that  it  should  not  be  polluted  in  the  sight  of 
**  the  heathen:"  as  the  words  may  be  applicable  to  the 
subject  before  us. 

My  brethren,  we  are  here  reminded,  not  to  look  to 
instruments  and  second  causes,  so  as  to  forget  the  au- 
thor of  our  deliverances.  Let  admirals,  officers,  sea* 
men,  and  all  concerned,  have  due  commendation  and 
liberal  rewards:  but  let  us  not  give  to  them  that  hon- 
ocr  which  belongs  to  God  alone.  Neither  let  us  ascribe 
^r  sitcty  to  our  insular  situation,  to  our  national  spirit, 
tK  ^?ciity  and  loyalty  of  this  or  the  other  order  of  men, 
,^  juir  ivwcrful  fleets,  or  our  naval  skill  and  prowess: 
'» <^!km  hid  sufficient  proof,  that  these  confidences 
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iu8t  have  fiuled  us,  and  hastened  our  mini  if  the  Lord 

imself  had  not  been  our  Protector.  Let  us  then  ao- 

nowiedge  his  goodness,  as  well  in  bestowing  on  us 

ur  peculiar  advantages,  as  in  making  use  of  them  for 

iir  preservation  in  the  cris'is  of  danger. 

But  we  must  be  at  least  equally  careful  not  to  con* 

der  our  success  as  in  any  degree  the  recompence  of 

or  own  righteousness:  for  did  the  occasion  permit,  it 

rould  be  easy  for  me  to  lead  your  attention  through  a 

iriety  of  scenes,  descriptive  of  our  national  character, 

ad  exhibiting  such  ungodliness  and  wickedness  in 

rery  rank  and  order  of  the  community,  as  would  fully 

repare  your  minds  for  the  alarming  enquiry,  ^'  Shall 

not  I  visit  for  these  things?  saith  the  Lord;  and  shall 

not  my  soul  be  avenged  on  such  a  nation  as  this?" 

man  must  either  be  very  ignorant  of  the  state  of 

ings  ill  this  countiy,  or  he  must  judge  of  them  by  a 

y  different  rule  than  the  word  of  God;  not  to  be  con- 

oed  that,  at  the  very  time  when  each  of  the  mercies 

)re  enumerated  was  bestowed,  the  Lord  might 

'  justly  have  executed  vengeance  upon  us  by  the 

t  desolating  judgments.  My  brethren,  the  minis- 

of  Christ  do  not  mean,  on  this  occasion,  to  retract 

^proofs  and  warnings,  which  they  have  repeatedly 

on  the  days  appointed  for  humiliation,  fasting, 

-ayer;  but  rather  to  use  the  consideration  of  our 

\\  guilt,  in  order  to  set  off  and  commend  the  rich 

Df  Grod  in  sparing  and  delivering  us.  We  do  not 

wish  to  palliate  the  crimes  of  our  enemies, 

ave  been  most  enormous:  but  "  are  there  not 

s  also  sins  against  the  Lord  our  God,' '  of  a  very 
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aggravated  nature?  Sina  vot  in  the  least  TCpentod 
bac  obatinalely  pepusted  in,  against  thefoUest  co« 
liiadi  and  the  most  solemn  warnings? .  And, 
ikig  dl  oar  religious  advanti^es»  it  ianot  casf  Ibr«a*l6 
dei^ermine  wlucfa  pation  haa  inostdeeply  pravdMl  the 
anger  of  Alnugh^God. — We  may  indeed  «AQ|fe^ 
words  of  Moses  to  Israd*^v  Speak  thoo  wit:k|4liiie 
<*  hearty  after  that  the  Loan  thy  G 
**  out  from  liefbretheei  sayingi  for 
^*  die  Loan  hatfa-bitMigfat  me  in  to 
"*  Bat  for  libe  wickedness  of  these  nadonsv  tU  faiia 
Udotb  drive  them  out  firom  before,  theew  Noa>ftr49 
^  ifghttonsnesB,  nor  for  the  uprightnna  of  thf  lnwi 
^  dost  thoQ  fo  b  to  possess  the  hmfc  botfirAtLlkiiiM 
"^  cdness  of .  these' nations  the  Loan  dqr  GpdilhA 
'*  drive  them  out  firom  faefbpe  thee.  V*  Many 

might  be  assigned,  why  Ood  should  interpose 
behalf,  for  the  honour  of  his  own  name:  yet  our  national 
character  and  conduct,  as  in  any  sense  entitling  oa  to 
such  a  &vour,  is  not  one  of  diem:  but  they  are  all  ear* 
actly  similar  to  those  asrigned  in  the  chajHer  of  our 
text,  why  he  spared  Israel,  whUe  their  sins  called  lotidly 
for  his  vengeance  upon.tbem. 

It  hath  pleased  our  gracious  God  to  send  the  l«ght 
of  his  gospel  into  this  land:  and,  notwithstanding  dl 
our  heinous  crimes,  we  have  not  by  any  nulimia/a^ 
renounced  the  profession  of  Christianity.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  holy  scriptures  aiie  SO  ftr  had  in  honour,  that 
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they  are  by  authority  read  continually  in  every  part  of 
the  land;  and  by  various  ways  copies  of  them  are  mul- 
tiplied,  and  dispersed  among  all  ranks  in  the  com- 
munity. Some  degree  of  regard  is  still  paid  to  the 
holy  day  of  God;  and  very  many  instances,  in  which 
it  is  profaned,  directly  violate  the  law  of  the  land,  as 
well  as  break  God's  commandment;  while  provision 
is  also  made,  that  publick  worship  should  be  every 
where  maintained,  and  divine  ordinances  regularly  ad- 
ministered. These  things,  in  some  circumstances, 
might  avail  us  very  little,  if  at  all;  and  no  doubt  they 
tcod  exceedingly  to  aggravate  the  guilt  of  multitudes. 
Bot  we  are  now  contending  with  an  enemy,  which 
hath,  by  publick  national  acts  virtually  abrogated  the 
christian  sabbath,  treated  the  scriptures  with  marked 
contempt,  and  almost  wholly  renounced  Christianity: 
while  many  of  the  principal  actors  in  these  scenes 
have  vented  the  most  daring  blasphemies  against  the 
Lord  Jesus  himself;  nay  have,  in  the  vtry  senate^  ut- 
tered Tvith  general  approbation,  the  language  of  the 
most  unqualified  atheism!  Now  if  God  should  permit 
tlus  people,  in  such  a  spirit,  to  succeed  in  their  designs 
against  our  land;  they  would  be  emboldened  in  their 
impiety,  insult  over  our  religion,  and  consider  them- 
selves  as  prospered  in  their  determination  to  cast  off 
the  yoke  of  Christ,  and  subvert  his  cause  in  the  world. 
If  therefore,  the  Lord  should  at  length  determine  to 
poQish  us  according  to  our  deserts;  it  seems  probable, 
that  he  will  not  employ  our  present  enemies  for  that 
purpose;  or  that  he  will  previously  reduce  them  to  an- 
other state  of  mind,  and  lead  those  in  authority  to  pro- 
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test  against  the  blasphemies,  and  repeal  the  laws,  of 
their  predecessors,  against  Christ  and  his  holy  religion. 
'V I  said  I  would  scatter  them  into  comers,  I  would 
**  make  the  remembrance  of  them  to  cease  from 
'*  among  mren:  were  it  not  that  I  feared  the  wrath  of 
"  the  enemy,  lest  their  adversaries  should  behave 
^*  themselves  strangely;  and  lest  they  should  say,  our 
^^  hand  is  high,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  all  ttus.*'* 

The  Assyrians  not  only  conquered  the  surrounding 
Gentile  nations,  but  likewise  the  idolatrous  kingdom 
of  Israel;  and  Sennacherib  thought  he  had  prevufed 
against  the  God  of  Israel:  but  when  he  attacked  Ja* 
dab,  where  true  religion  viras  supported  and  counte* 
nanced  by  authority;  the  honour  of  Jehovah  was 
<^oncemed  in  effectually  silencing  the  boastings  and 
blasphemies  of  the  insulting  invader,  notwithstandii^ 
the  hypocrisy  and  enormous  wickedness  of  great  num- 
bers of  the  Jewish  nation. 

I  cannot  on  this  occasion  conceal  the  satis&ction  I 
felt  in  comparing  the  letter  of  our  British  admiral, 
with  the  dispatches  from  the  French  general  in  Egypt, 
which  arrived  about  the  same  time,  *  It  hath  pleased 

*  Almighty  God  to  give  a  great  victory  to  his  majes- 

*  ty's  fleet,'  says  the  victorious  Nelson,  whose  courage 
and  conduct  have  excited  universal  admiration;  thus 
rationally  ascribing  the  glory  to  the  Lord  of  hosts 
himself:  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  commander 
states,  that  {in  waging  war  agaimt  superstition,)  be 
and  his  soldiers  unite  in  the  celebration  of  Mahomet 
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tan  festivals:  he  throws  the  blame  of  the  defeat  of  the 
French  fleet  on  the  destinies;  yet,  speaking  of  Fortune 
as  a  real  person,  he  makes  her  his  deity ^  and  says,  she 
favoured  him  as  long  as  it  was  necessary!  So  long  as 
God  is  thus  openly  acknowledged  by  us,  and  despis- 
ed or  defied  by  our  enemies;  we  may  hope,  that^  **  he 
*'  will  withdraw  his  hand,  and  work  for  his  name's 
^'  sake,  that  it  should  not  be  polluted  in  the  sight  of 
•*  the  heathen.** 

F4X>m  the  aera  of  the  Reformation  to  this  present 
dme,  it  hath  pleased  God  to  make  this  nation  one  prin- 
opal  support  of  the  Protestant  religion;  which  may  be 
considered,  with,  alas!  not  many  exceptions,  as  the 
cause  of  Christianity  itself.  On  this  account  likewise 
lus  g^ory  hath  been  concerned  in  our  protection;  for- 
merly against  the  veliement  assaults  of  popish  powers, 
amd  lately  against  the  designs  of  infidels  and  atheists: 
far  could  eilher  of  these  parties  have  accomplished 
their  avowed  designs  respecting  us;  the  interests  of 
true  religion  in  Europe  would,  as  far  as  we  can  see;^ 
have  been  greatly  endangered.    l*he  Lord  hath  in* 
deed  firequently  made  use  of  these  enemies  for  our 
severe  correction:  yet  "  he  hath  not  delivered  us  over 
**  as  a  prey  unto  their  teeth."  But  how  long  our  pre^ 
aervation  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
L  .  bb  wise  and  righteous  purposes,  we  cannot  tell:  and, 
r  Unless  a  great  change  should  take  place  in  our  national 
Biiaracter,  he  will,  when^his  plan  no  longer  requires 
ipi  cast  us  off;  as  he  did  the  Jews  after  the  coining  of 
hristy  and  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among  the 
ientiles. 
f     Vol.  II.  3  G 
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T^erc  is  likewise  in  these  nations,  as  there  was  in 
Israel  of  old  even  in  the  worst  of  times,  a  remnant  of 
true  believers;  and  this  little  flock  enjoys  security  and 
liberty  of  conscience.  Now  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that  the  honour  of  God  is,  in  many  cases  at  least, 
concerned,  to  defend  a  country  where  his  peojde  arc 
protected  and  countenanced.  Indeed  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned whether  any  nation  can  be  said  to  have  JtUed  up 
its  measure  of  iniquity^  while  a  considerable  number 
of  true  believers  remain  in  it,  and  are  unmolested  by 
persecution.  The  Christians  had  long  been  cruelly 
persecuted  by  the  Jews,  and  had  separated  entirely 
from  them,  before  the  predicted  vengeance  was  poured 
out  upon  that  devoted  nation. 

The  number  of  real  Christians  in  Britain,  tboogh 
small  in  comparison  of  the  inhabitants  at  large,  would, 
I  trust,  if  collected  together,  form  a  very  consideraUe 
company.  All  these  truly  repent  of  their  own  sins,  and 
are  humbled  for  them  as  a  part  of  our  national  guilt; 
they  all  "  sigh  and  mourn  for  the  abominations"  tint 
prevail;  they  protest  against  them,  and  endeavour  in 
some  measure  to  counteract  them.  They  are  decidcdij 
on  the  Lord's  part  in  the  midst  of  the  abounding  id- 
fidelity,  iniquity,  and  impiety  of  the  nation;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  their  faitji,  grace  and  knoir- 
ledge  of  the  scriptures,  they  pray  for  the  peace  of  ite 
land  in  which  they  enjoy  peace.  They  pretend  notifr, 
deed  to  intercede  with  the  energy  and  success  of  Abi>j 
ham;  or  of  Moses,  Joshua,  Elijah,  Isai^ih,  Hezckii 
Daniel,  or  odiers,  who  prevailed  in  prayer  for  h 
of  old:  but  they  use  the  same  plea,  lx)th  in  their 
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behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  the  nation;  and  beseech  God 
to  spare  and  deliver  us,  for  the  honour  of  his  name, 
'*  that  it  should  not  be  polluted  in  the  sight  of  the 
*^  heathen/' 

Several  ministers  have  united,  within  the  course  of 
the  year,  to  excite  their  own  and  each  other's  congre- 
gations,  to  pray  earnestly  for  our  beloved  country,  in 
these  perilous  and  critical  times:  and,  while  infidels 
deride,  and  mere  politicians  overlook,  such  means  of 
national  preservation;  it  is  afflictive  to  observe,  that 
some  whom  we  would  consider  as  brethren,  have  mis* 
understood  us,  and  have  supposed  that  we  meant  to 
excite  people  to  pray  for  the  destruction  of  our  enemies^ 
and  the  gratification  oj^ national  ambition^  rapacity ^  or 
Resentments  by  bloody  victories.  But,  I  think,  I  may 
Wtswer  for  most  of  those  concerned,  and  probably  for 
tevery  individual;  that  to  be  preserved  from  invasions^ 
civil  wars,  and  persecutions;  and  to  have  the  invalua- 
Ue  blessing  of  religious  light  and  liberty  continued  to 
us  and  to  our  posterity,  has  formed  the  substance  of 
our  united  supplications  in  this  respect    We  should 
have  been  rejoiced,  if  the  rulers  of  France  would  have 
formed  devices,  so  salutary  to  themselves  and  safe  to 
their  neighbours,  that  we  could  explicitly  and  cordially 
have  besought  God  to  prosper  them:  but  if  they  will 
persist  in  attempting  to  make  this  country  the  seat  of 
war,  to  inundate  it  with  blood,  to  overturn  our  go- 
*"  iremment,  and  destroy  our  religion;  we  must  continue 
''  lo  pray,  *  Abate  their  pride,  assuage  their  malice,  and 
^^  confound  their  devices.^  We  have  prayed  especially 
^liDT  peace;  and  it  would  have  gratified  every  feeling  of 
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our  hearts,  to  have  been  secured  from  *thc  dangers 
which  impended  over  us,  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
life:  but  if  the  Lord  God  of  our  salvation  sees  good 
to  answer  us,  **  by  terrible  things  in  righteousness,** 
"  who  are  we  that  we  should  reply  against  God?'' 
Hezekiah  and  Isaiah  doubdess  would  have  chosen  the 
softening,  humbling,  and  changing  of  Sennacherib's 
heart,  rather  than  the  destruction  of  his  army:  but  if 
he  continue  to  boast,  menace,  and  blaspheme;  and  the 
Lord  declare,  that  he  will  "  put  a  hook  in  his  nose, 
*^  and  a  bridle  in  his  lips,  and  turn  him  back  by  the 
**  way  in  which  he  came;''  and  if  it  please  the  Foun- 
tain of  wisdom  and  justice  to  do  this,  even  by  the  aw* 
ful  destruction  of  a  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
men:  shall  the  protected  and  delivered  servants  of  God 
quarrel  with  him  on  this  account,  or  refuse  to  render 
him  their  tribute  of  grateful  praise?  I  trust,  numb(cn 
have  prayed  in  the  spirit  of  humble  faith,  and  love,  and 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  God  and  the  interests  of  true 
religion:  and  verily  God  hath  heard  us,  he  hath  hi- 
therto confounded  the  devices  of  our  enemies,  and 
hath  preserved  peace  in  our  borders^    The  honour  of 
his  name,  we  trust,  rendered  it  proper  for  him  to  an- 
swer the  prayers  of  his  people;  while  with  one  con- 
sent many  thousands  pleaded,  **  O  Lord,  though  our 
"  iniquities  testify  against  us,  do  thou  it  for  thy  name's 
"  sake."  On  all  these  accounts  therefore  he  hath  with- 
drawn his  hand:  and  notwithstanding  our  provocations  |- 
we  are  preserved,  for  the  same  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  spare  and  protect  the  nation  of  Israel  durio{ 
many  revolving  ages« 
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in.  I  proceed  therefore,  in  the  last  place,  to  deduce 
some  practical  instructions  from  the  preceding  view 
of  our  national  mercies  and  our  present  circumstances. 
In  doing  this  we  must  particularly  advert  to  tlie  spe- 
cial object  of  this  day,  appointed  for  publick  thanks- 
giving. We  are,  my  brethren,  met  together,  to  return 
thanks  to  Almighty  God,  not  for  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  the  prospect  of  permanent  tranquillity;  but 
for  preservation  in  the  midst  of  a  most  perilous  and 
destructive  war:  and  even  this  preservation  must  be 
aacribed  to  the  Lord's  special  unmerited  mercy  shewn 
to  a  most  guilty  land,  for  the  purposes  of  his  own  glo- 
Tj.   We  cannot  therefore  consistently  give  the  least 
countenance  to  that  spirit  of  boasting,  exulting,  and 
munting^ourselves  or  our  countr)'men,  above  others, 
which  is  natural  to  men  amidst  signal  successes.  A  con- 
natant  Christian  will  be  pained  to  hear  even  of  Bri' 
taints  ruling'  the  waves;  for  he  knows  that  the  Lord 
-  alone  possesses  the  sovereign  authority  over  the  sea 
wad  the  dry  land;  and  gives  dominion  to  whom  he 
pleases,  and  for  what  term  of  time  he  pleases.  He 
4nnnot  listen  mih  pat ienee^  much  less  with  pleasure^ 
'  "^0  vain  glorious  declamations  on  the  great  things  we 
^.  Xaave  done,  or  the  honour  and  glory  of  Britain  among 
l:4l|e> nations;  for  he  knows  that  **  Except  the  Lord  of 
l^*:]iosts  had  left  unto  us  a  very  small  remnant,  we 
**•  ahouldhave  been  like  Sodom  and  Gomorah."  **  The 
Xi0si>"  indeed,  "  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  for 
rfaich  we  rejoice,*'  with  humble  gratitude  and  ad- 
ation:  and  he  hath  enabled  many  of  our  country- 
a  to  fill  up  their  places  in  a  proper  i;nanuer,  and  hath 
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honoured  them  as  his  instruments  in  our  preserv 
To  him  therefore  belong  glory  and  praise;  but 
belong  shame  and  confusion  of  face,  for  our  nunr 
and  heinous  provocations.  "  It  is  of  the  Lord '2 
"  cies  we  are  not  consumed:"  and  our  mutual 
gratulations,  as  well  as  thanksgivings,  should  be 
pered  with  deep  humility  and  self-abasement. 

A  confident  spirit  too,  is  peculiarly  unsuita 

our  character  and  situation.  We  have  been  i 

hithertopreserved  from  shipwreck  in  a  mosttreme 

storm,  during  which  many  have  beep  dashed  < 

rock's  or  sunk  in  the  ocean:  but  the  hurricam 

rages,  and  may  soon,  for  what  we  know^  become 

furious  than  ever.  The  very  means,  by  which 

hath  hithei  to  preserved  us,  may  easily  be  turned  aj 

us;  and  we  are  in  all  respects  entirely  in  the  har 

Him,  *  who  for  our  sins  is  most  justly  disple 

*'  Rejoice  with  trembling,"  should  therefore  b 

motto. — Even  if  peace  on  the  most  desirable 

were  ratified;  the  man,  who  judges  accordingtc 

Bible,  would  not  think  our  condition  by  any  i 

safe;  so  long  as  a  general  reformation  of  manner 

an  effectual  revival  of  religion  have  not  taken  ] 

and  so  long  as  even  sanctioned  injustice,  oppre* 

and  cruelty,  however  protested  against,  still  mai 

their  ground.  Th^  particular  call  of  the  day  isXo 

and  praise  the  Lord  for  his  mercies:  but  the  ge 

call  of  the  times  is  to  ''  weeping  and  mourning 

"  girding  with  sack-cloth."  We  may  indeed  hu 

hope,  that  he  who  "  hath  delivered,  and  doth  de 

*'  will  vet  deliver:"  but  we  should  beware  of  self 
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Iknce;  or  confidence  in  our  national  resources,  our 
pets  and  armies,  our  valour  and  good  policy,  or  in  an 
frin  of  flesh  however  exerted.  And  we  ought  at  least 
»  be  equally  upon  our  guard  against  a  presumptuous 
Dnfidence,  like  that  of  the  Jews,  "  The  temple  of  the 
L o  R  B ,  the  temple  of  the  Lo  r  d  ,  are  these;  •  *  while  no 
ire  is  taken  to  **  amend  our  ways  and  our  doings:" 
N)m  a  vain  imagination  that  God  will  certainly  deliver 
a,  even  though  we  continue  to  act,  as  if  we  thought 
nrselves  delivered,  on  purpose  to  proceed  in  our  re- 
friCous  courses.  For  my  part,  I  shall  never  think  die 
|Dger  over  till  a  general  endeavour  be  manifested 
||KXig  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  in  the  land,  to  pro« 
the  cause  of  genuine  Christianity,  in  principle  and 
ice^  through  their  several  circles;  attended  by  a 
ientious  performance  of  the  duties  of  thdr  several 
and  improvement  of  their  various  talents,  to 
bcmour  of  God  and  the  good  of  men:  and  till  a 
jteeral  protest  be  entered  against  every  species  of  in* 
Pelity,  impiety,  oppression,  venality,  and  profligacy. 

fW  the  invasion  of  the  land  by  these  spreading  evils, 
£ir  more  formidable  to  the  spiritual  mind,  than  even 
[tat  of  the  most  numerous  and  well  appointed  armies 
{"enraged  enemies;  and  indeed  it  is  now  making  more 
pre  havock  of  men's  souls,  than  the  French  them- 
IPves  have  hitherto  made  of  their  bodies. 
It  is  likewise  peculiarly  incumbent  on  us,  to  watch 
St  all  impatience  under  the  pressure  of  the  times. 
e  should  compare  our  burdens,  losses,  and  trials, 
those  which  we  have  deserved,  and  which  have 
^toally  desolated  many  other  countries:  and  thus, 
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'  wtiSt  IK  cannot  but  feel,  tliat  die  war  has  greatly  im- 
poveriahed&nd  distresaed  numbers,  and  still  bears  vof 
heavflfon  u^  the  sfnrit  of  murtnurmg  will  give  pUct 
to^tbtt  of  patience,  contentment,  and  lively  gratiiudb 
Indeed  Uus  is  the  grand  difficulty,  in  respect  of  the 
■d^ice  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  For  ubile 
pride  and  love<tf'  wordly  objects  prevail,  and  the  siaK 
of  things  excecdin^y  impedes  men's  desired  succcaiS) 
and  inToIves  them  in  manirold  difficulties  and  straits;  it 
is  vun  to  ^pest  that  they  will  be  truly  and  duRttdy 
Anikful  for  dw  moat  evident  interpositions  ofa  mcici- 
fid  Proyidencei  to  preserve  theoi  from  vastly  more 
dreadful  ^aUnudcs.  And  as  even  pious  Christians  an 
ftr^firom  thitt  dqith  of  humility  and  fervency  of  spiritu* 
al  aSectiooa,  which  become  their  character  and  bitua- 
tiooi  theaamecauaes  render  tlicmproponionalily  prone 
to  impatience,  and  backward  to  the  sweet  duty  of  ftj^ta 
and  thankspiing.  Henceit  arises,  that  it  is  niorcolt' 
cult  to  prevail  with  men  in  general,  to  unite  cordlUty 
in  this  most  reasonable  service,  than  perhaps  in  117 
other;  za^  unfeigned  gratitude  to  God,  in 
sure  proportioned  to  his  unmerited  inestimable  beoD* 
fits,  is  almost,  if  not  absolutely,  the  most  uncommoa 
attainment  in  the  world.  But  the  due  considcrstioa 
of  the  evil  and  desert  of  sin;  of  our  own  exceetUog 
sinfulness;  of  the  misenes  which  a  just  and  mercilnl 
Gon  is  pleased  to  inflict  on  our  fallen  race  in  ttuswoiid, 
and  to  threaten  in  another;  on  the  riches  of  redeenuDg 
love,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  divine  Saviour;  on  Ae 
privileges  and  prospects  of  the  real  christian,  and  bii 
infinite  obligations  to  the  God  of  his  salvation,  wfaicfc 


^RMON  II.  42^ 

arc  daily  and  hourly  accumulating;  and  on  the  blessed 
inheritance  reserved  for  him  in  heaven,  after  the  light 
and  momentary  afflictions  of  this  present  world:  These 
reflections,  I  say,  are  suited  to  counteract  our  propen- 
sity to  ingratitude,  to  repress  our  murmurs,  and  to 
make  us  fervent  in  thankfulness;  when  othenvise  we 
might  repine  in  proud  and  sullen  discontent. 

We  should  likewise,  my  brethren,  consider  how 
the  view  which  we  have  taken  of  the  subject,  sug- 
gests  the  most  powerful  motives  and  encouragements 
to  persevering  importuhity  in  prayer.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
fieared,  that  many,  who,  in  the  crisis  of  danger  and . 
ahrm,  felt  the  propriet}'  of  joining  in  this  important 
aervice,  are  grown  slack  in  wrestling  with  Goo  for  the 
^  ftmdy  even  in  consequence  of  haying  apparently  begun 
Id  prevail!  But  is  not  this  most  unreasonable  as  well 
«B  ungrateful?  Surely  the  language  of  the  Psalmist 
contains  the  proper  sentiment  on  this  occasion;  **  I 
■•love the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  my  voice, 
••  and  my  supplication;  because  he  hath  inclined  his 
•*  car  unto  me;  therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long 
^"  ••  asllive.^^*  And  the  words  of  the  apostle  form  our 
|^'J||troper  instruction;  "  Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch 
in  the  same  with  thanksgiving."!  Let  us  then,  my 
iren,  not  only  persist^  in  publick,  incur  families, 
our  closets,  Cdaily^  but  more  copiously  if  we  have 
tunity,  on  the  Lord's  day  J  to  beseech  God  to 
re  our  guilty  land,  and  to  avert  the  calamities  that 
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still  threaten  us:  but  let  us  also  take  courage  to  hope 
and  praj  for  still  more  abundant  and  important  hks% 
sings;  for  *^  the  eficctual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 
Chilian  availeth  much;"  and, '^ if  two  ^  yoif,"  (of 
Christ's  true  disciples,)  ^^  shall  agree  on  earth,  as  touch- 
^*  ing  any  thing  that  they  shall  ask;  it  shall  be  done 
"  for  ihcm  of  my  Father  which  b  in  heaven.*^* 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  useful  here  to  remark^  Aat 
Isaiah,  whose  prayer  availed  so  much  against  the  pow« 
er  of  the  proud  blaspheming  Sennacherib;  when  he 
saw  the  glory  of  Israel's  God  and  witnessed  the  ado- 
radons  of  the  exahed  Seraphim,  cried  out  *^  Woe  is 
*^  me!  for  I  am  undone,  for  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips:" 
and  that  before  Job  was  honoured  to  be  the  appobted 
and  accepted  intercessor  for  his  friends,  he  was  brougbt 
to  say,  ^^  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes." 
Let  none  then  from  conscious  and  lamented  unwor- 
thincss  yield  to  discouragement  in  praying  for  the  landi 
or  in  expecting  a  gracious  answer  to  their  feeble  sup- 
plications. One  soldier  indeed  can  do  litde  towards  re- 
sisting an  invading  army;  but  if  every  soldier,  on  that 
pretenccy  should  desert  liis  post,  the  land  would  be 
left  defenceless:  in  like  maimer  every  Christian,  wbd 
on  this  or  any  other  ground,  refuses  to  join  his  pray- 
ers in  this  emergency,  deserts  his  post;  and  didall  Itf 
brethren  imitate  the  example,  our  land  would  be  kft 
exix)scd  and  defenceless  indeed. 

While  some  persuade  themselves  that  the  obstroC^I 
tions  to  a  sate  and  desirable  peace  arc  few  and  soAj 
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rs  seem  to  think,  that  thff  are^  and  must  fop  a 
time  continue,  absolutely  insurmountable.  But; 
:ever  they  may  be;  if  the  whole  company  of  Chris- 
.  in  Britain  could  be  induced  to  unite  in  fervent 
er  for  this  most  desirable  blessing^'in  behalf  of  tlus  - 
and  of  the  harassed  nations  on  the  continent;  t 
persuaded  \ve  should  soon  be  called  upon  to  join  in 
ksgiving  for  peace.  If  we  wrestie  and  prevail  with 
,  as  Jacob  did,  we  shall  also  prevail  with  men. 
r  effectually  did  Nehemiah's  ejaculation,  ^*  O  Lord 
ve  me  favour  in  the  sight  of  this  man,''  avail  to 
estoration  of  the  almost  hopeless  state  of  Jerusa- 
and  Judah!  '^  When  a  man's  ways  please  the 
>RD,  he  makcth  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
m;"  and  we  have  ground  from  our  success  hither- 
o  expect  confidently,  that  he  will  hear  our  sup- 
itions  in  this  respect  also,  and  dispose  Uie  hearts 
ur  enemies  cordially  to  desire  peace;  or  place  those 
ithority  who  are  desirous  of  it;  or  by  some  other 
ns  remove  every  obstacle,  though  to  us  it  appear 
mmoveable  mountain.  And  it  would,  I  own,  give' 
far  greater  satisfaction  to  have  the  prayers  of  th© 
rch  of  God  in  Britain  considered,  as  the  means  of 
aring  peace  to  the  nations,  than  as  availing  for  the 
t  brilliant  victories.  Nay,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  ad- 
f,  that  I  should  unspeakably  more  rejoice,  if  God 
lid  dispose  and  assist  us  to  pray,  and  answer  our 
^ers,  for  poor,  oppressed,  and  almost  desolated 
ice,  and  send  Uo  its  inhabitants  the  blessings  of 
:e,  true  rational  liberty,  good  government,  and  the 
>el  of  salvation;  than  to  see  her  prostrate  at  the 
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feet  of  Britain^  supplicating  peace  ou  the  most  hunuii- 
ating  terms. 

But  let  us  not  hiop  even  here,  my  brethren;  Let  us 
also'  take  encouragement  from  past  success,  to  pray 
more  earnestly  and  constantly,  that  ^*  the  Spirit  may  be 
^'  poured  out  upon  us  from  on  high:"  that  all  the  min- 
isters of  religion,  however  distinguished,  may '  be  il- 

*  luminated  with  the  true  knowledge  and  understand- 

*  ing  of  the  holy  word  of  (jod,  and  both  by  their  life 
^  and  doctrine  set  it  forth  and  shew  it  accordingly:' 
^  that  all  who  are  called  Christians  may  be  led  into  the 

*  way  of  truth,  and  hold  the  faith,  in  unity  of  spirit,  in 

*  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteousness  qf  life:'  that 
purity  in  doctrine  and  practice  may  adorn  every  part 
of  the  Christian  church;  and  that  every  thing,  vhidi 
breaks  its  harmony,  deforms  its  beauty,  or  weakens 
the  energy  of  its  testimony  to  the  truth,  may  be  remov- 
ed; that  labourers  and  Jait/iju I  stewards  of  God'sjmys- 
terics  may  be  sent  forth  and  multiplied:  that  an  effec- 
tual stand  may   be   made  against  infidelity,  impiety, 
and  every  species  of  Antichristianity:  that  heavcnlj 
wisdom  and  grace,  with  every  blessing,  temporal  and 
spiritual,  may  be  abundantly  conferred  on  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  and  every  branch  of  the  royal  fiimily;  on 
our  nobles,   counsellors,  ministers  of  state,  senators, 
magistrates,  and  all  who  possess  power  and  influence; 
and  that  each  person,  in  his  vocation  and  ministry,  majr 
glorify  God,  and  serve  his  generation,  faithfully  and 
ciTcctually.    Let  us  be  very  particular,  frequent,  and 
importunate  in  supplications  to  this  efiect  remember- 
ing, from  time  to  time,  all  the  different  orders  and 
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sriptions  of  men  in  the  nation;  the  seminaries  of 
»lick  or  private  education,  especially  those  in  which 
ing  persons  are  educated,  on  whom  the  charge  of 
porting  true  religion,  or  conducting  publick  busi* 
3,  will  ere  long  devolve;  the  plans  formed  for  train- 
up  properly  the  children  of  the  poor,  preventing 
nes,  reforming  the  vicious,  or  alleviating  misery; 

especially  every  plan  for  spreading  the  gospel  of 
'ation  in  the  world. 

fy  laying  aside  all  party •  disputes.  Christians^  in  ge« 
dl  would  cordially  unite  in  prayers  to  this  effect; 
bout  any  doubt,  we.  should  speedily  witness  a  bless- 
change.  In  this  manner  the  apostles  and  disciples, 
out  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons,)  continued 
h  one  accord  in  prayer  and  supplication,  from  the 
ension  of  Christ  to  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  *^  the 
Ipirit  was  poured  out  upon  them  from  on  high:" 

then  in  a  short  time,  their  numbers  were  increased 
nany  tens  of  thousands,  and  such  a  revolution  took 
:e  in  the  world,  among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  as  a 
e  while  before  must  have  appeared  almost  impos- 
le.     ^ 

\gain,  the  preceding  statement  of  our  national 
rcies  and  situation  loudly  calls  on  every  one  of  us 
improve  our  advantages,  while  they  are  continued 
js.  It  may  be  feared,  that  many  join  the  publick 
)icing  for  victories  and  success,  and  perhaps  feel  a 
d  of  transient  natural  gratitude  for  preservation, 
I  that  of  Israel  at  the  Red  Sea,  who  "  soon  forgat 
lie  works  of  God,  and  waited  not  for  his  counsel  "* 

— i— — — — ■^■^1^— — —         ■  I       ■  '  M     ■    ■  ■       I  ■     ' 

•  Ps.  cvi.  12,  IS, 
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— And  am  I  not  even  now  addressing  myself  to  many 
individuals,  who  are  very  eager  for;news,  warm  in  dis- 
puting  about  politicksi  elated  by  victories,  alarmed  and 
dejected  by  defeats;  but  who  still  continue  to  trample 
en  the  commandments,  and  neglect  the  great  salvadon, 
of  God.  To  every  person  of  this  description  I  would 
say,  Poor  deluded  mortal!  "  Despisest  thou  the  riches 
''  of  his  goodness,  and  forbearance,  aiid  long-suflferkig; 
^'  not  knowing  that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth  thct 
^'  to  repentance?  but  after  thy  hardness  and  ilmpeni- 
^*  tent  heart,  treasurest  up  unto  thyself  wrath,  against 
•*  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
**  judgment  of  God,  who  will  render  to  every  iiianac- 
**  cording  to  his  works?'* — "  The  end  of  all  things  is 
**  at  hand." — "  Behold  the  Judge  staftdeth  atthedob^." 
— *'  For  what  is  your  life?  it  is  even  a  vapour  which 
/'  continueth  a  little  while,  and  then  vanisheth  away." 
And  what  will  national  deliverances  and  success  avail, 
when  God  shall  say,  *'  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul 
*'  shall  be  required  of  thee?" — To  persons  of  this  de- 
scription, (alas,  it  is  most  lamentable  to  observe  how 
they  every  where  abound,)  I  would  with  all  eamtst* 
ness  and  affection  sav,  '*  Seek  ve  the  Lord  while  be 

*  may  be  found:  Call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near. 
'  Let  the  wicked  forsake  !iis  way,  and  the  unrighteous 

*  man  his  thoughts;  and  let  him  return  unto  the  LoRDt 
'  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God 

*  and  he  will  abundantly  pardon."  '*  Behold,  nowk 

*  the  accepted  time.  Behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvlr 
'  tion."  Ni:y,  though   it  is  a  day  of  holy  joy  to  te- 
lle vers,  I  would  also  add,  '*  Be  afflicted,  and  mourflj 
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and  weep:  let  your  laqghter  be  turned  into  mourn- 

ing  and  your  joy  into  heaviness:  humble  yourselves 
"  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,*'  that  he  "may  ex- 
•*  alt  you  in  due  time." 

Should  the  Lord  give  us  up  to  deserved  ruin,  and 
deprive  us  of  our  invaluable,  but  alas,  greatly  despis- 
ed, religious  advantages;  the  loss  would  most  awfully 
be  felt  in  the  event,  not  by  those  who  prize  and  im- 
prove them,  but  by  you  who  neglect  them,  and  who 
are  now  the  least  concerned  about  their  preservation. 
Hear  therefore  the  words  of  the  Saviour  and  Judge  of 
die  world,  "  Yet  a  little  while  is  the  Light  with  you: 
^^  walk  while  ye  have  the  light;  lest  darkness  come 
*^  upon  you;  for  he  that  walketh  in  darkness,  knoweth 
*^  not  whither  he  goeth.  While  ye  have  the  light  be- 
^  lieve  in  the  Light,  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of 
^  light.'' 

The  believer  likewise  should  earnestly  be  called 

l^on  to  improve  his  advantages,  while  they  are  conti- 

.   ued;  not  only  in  '^  giving  diligence  to  make  his  calling 

•*  and  election  sure;"  but  in  "  doing  good  to  all  men," 

as  be  has  opportunity  and  ability;  "  Redeeming  the 

•*  time,  because  the  days  are  evil."  It  would  be  ab- 

anrd,  my  brethren,  to  pray  for  blessings  on  our  be- 

Jsved  country,  without  using  proper  means  in  order 

to  secure  those  blessings.   An  example  of  quiet  and 

^.^pcaoeable  subjection,  and  the  use  of  all  our  influence 

>  promote  union  and  order,  should  accompany  our 

iqrers  for  preservation  from  domestick  disturbances: 

dd  still  more  important  is  it  that  our  prayers,  for  spi* 

nioal  blessings^  should  be  followed  by  the  improve- 
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ment  of  our  several  talents,  to  promote  the  cause  of 
Christianity  in  our  several  circles.    It  seems  evident, 
on  scriptural  principles,  that  the  company  of,  real  be- 
lievers, who  unite  in  prayer  for  the  land,  constitutes 
its  best  security  in  these  alarming  times;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  they  understand  and  perform  their  several 
parts  consistently,  the  number  of  them  may  be  ex- 
pected to  increase.  While  therefore,  they  to  whom  the 
care  of  outwardly  providing  for  our  national  defence, 
are  sedulously  employed,  in  enlisdng  and  disciplining 
soldiers,  and  manning  our  navy,  by  which  the  force 
of  the  nation  becomes  gradually  more  formidable:  it 
is  our  concern  to  use  every  means  of  increasing  the 
number  of  true  Christians^  and  of  promoting  thdr* 
edification;  that  these  peaceful  warriors  may  be  multi- 
plied, and  rendered  more  expert  and  prompt  in  the 
use  of  their  spiritual  armour.    If  every  real  believer 
should,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  be  an  instrument 
of  adding  but  one  or  two  to  this  company;  the  number 
would  be  soon  doubled  or  trebled.   If  every  feithfiil 
minister  should  be  prospered,  besides  his  other  use- 
fulness, in  calling  forth  one  or  two  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel fully  and  effectually;  what  a  progress  might  we  ex- 
pect to  make  in  a  course  of  time!   And  if  Christians 
in  general  were  better  acquainted  with  every  part  of 
their  holy  religion;  they  would  more  'edify  one  an- 
other, and  **  let  their  light  shine  much  more  before 
*^  men.'' 

Parents,  masters  of  families,  and  all  especially  who 
have  influence  over  others,  should  diligendy  study  the 
duties  of  tlieir  several  relations,  and  earnestly  pray  ta 
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be  enabled  properly  to  fulfil  them.   Tliey  should  be 
very  assiduous  in  correcting  whatever  is  iaulty  in  tl>eir 
own  conduct  and  tempers,  and  in  exhibiting  genuine 
Christianity  in  its  native  beauty  by  their  examples; 
while  they  endeavour,  by  their  conversation  and  every 
suitable  means  to  recommend  it  to  others.  The  effect 
of  such  a  plan,  if  generally  adopted  and  cordially  en- 
tered on  by  all  real  Christians,  would  probably  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  be  immense.  This,  this,  my 
brethren  is  the  grand  thing  wanting  among  us:  the 
revival  of  religion  must  begin  in  the  church;  3X\d  when 
they  who  preach  and  profess  the  peculiar  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  shall  with  one  consent  make  it  their  lead* 
ing  aim  to  ^*  let  their  conversation  be,  as  it  becometh 
"  the  gQspel  of  Christ,"  while  *^  they  stand  &8t  in  one 
*^  spirit,  with  one  mind,  strivbg  together  for  the  faith 
**  of  the  gospel;"  I  have  no  doubt  but  a  general  and 
rapid  spread  of  true  religion  will  be  witnessed;  not« 
withstanding  all  the  conspiracies  of  vifide/s,  or  the  ef* 
ibrts  and  expectations  of  such,  as  sedulously  devise  to 
substitute  a  more  philosophical  system  in  the  room  of 
"  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour."  Indeed,  when^ 
ever  it  shall  please  the  Lord  to  enlarge  the  boundaries 
jofhis  church,  according  to  the  prophecies  of  his  holy 
word;  he  will,  we  may  be  confident,  previously  purify 
her  from  all  false  doctrine,  superstition,  and  iniquity; 
and  rouse  his  people  from  lulcewarmness;  take  them 
off  from  unprofitable  disputes;  cure  them  of  their  pro- 
pensity to  make  some  doctrines,  that  are  much  ccai» 
4rDverted  but  ill  understood,  and  excuse  for  neglecting 
Vol.  IX.  3  1 
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their  most  evident  duties;  and  excite  them  to  improrr 

r 

their  several  talents  to  the  glory  oi  his  name. 

Let  me  further  observe,  my  brethren,  that  the  prin- 
ciple, on  which  I  have  attemf.ted  to  explain  the  deal- 
ings of  Providence  in  respect  of  this  nation,  is  no  other 
than  that  of  Christianity  itself:  so  that  every  true  be- 
liever, reviewing  his  past  experience  and  conduct,  will 
perceive  and  thankfully  acknowledge,  that  the  Lord 
**  hath  wrought,"  in, respect  of  him,  "  for  his  owu 
*'  name's. sake;"  and  will  be  able  to  form  the  senti- 
ment into  a  powerful  plea,  in  prayer  for  all  that  is  yet 
wanting  to  complete  his  salvation;  and  to  enable  bim 
through  life  to  act  consistently  with  his  profession,  and 
to  be  *^  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
^^  work  of  the  Lord,  as  knowing  that  his  labour  is  not 
"  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  Whatever  wisdom  or  abilitjr 
is  necessary  to  the  magistrate,  the  minister,  the  parent, 
the  head  of  a  family,  or  the  man  possessed  of  wealth 
and  influence,  in  order  to  fill  up  iiis  station  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  gospel;  he  may  on  this  ground  confidently 
expect  it,  in  answer  to  his  prayers,  notwithstanding  he 
conscious  unworthiness:  because  the  glory  of  God  is 
concerned  in  the  conductof  every  individual-who  pro- 
fesses his  truth;  which  will  be  dishonoured,  yea,  blas- 
phemed, among  unbelievers,  if  he  act  inconsistently 
with  his  profession. 

To  conclude,  it  is  not  necessary,  that  I  should  speak 
particularly  to  you  my  brethren,  on  the  way  in  which 
we  ought  CO  celebrate  a  day  of  publick  thanksgiving. 
The  disciple  of  Christ  cannot  mistake  carnal  mirth  Jof 
hj^mble  gratitude.  My  rejoicings  for  the  most  seasons* 
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bfe  and  impcntant  victories,  must  be  mingled  with 
sympathetick  tears  on  account  of  the  numbers,  whe- 
ther friends  or  foes,  who  are  bowed  down  with  a  load 
of  sorrow  for  events  connected  with  our  national  suc- 
cess. This  cannot  consist  with  boisterous  exulting 
Joy:  but  it  suits  with  the  spirit  of  reflecting  admiring 
gratitude^  and  tends  to  preserve  the  mind  from  every 
extreme. 

Though  unable,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  to 
adopt  the  same  plan;  yet  I  cannot  but  bear  my  testi- 
mony  on  this  occasion  to  the  conduct  of  those  minis* 
tel^'and  congregations,  who  accompany  their  grateful 
tribute  of  adoring  praise3  to  our  gracious  God,  with 
piUick  poUections  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  our  defe;iders  who  have  fallen  in  bat- 
de,  or  for  other  charitable  purposes.  A  hint  is  suffi- 
cient: your  individual  liberality  may  supply  the  want 
of  a  publick  contribution;  and  the  money  that  numbers 
qpend  in  intemperate  feastings,  and  other  customary 
expressions  of  joy;  if  employed  in  relieving  distress, 
and  making  glad  the  heart  of  the  sorrowful,  as  the  ge- 
noine  effect  of  evangelical  principles,  will  be  ^^  fruit 
^  which  shall  abound  to  your  own  account;"  yea,  it 
mil  be,  *^  a  sacrifice,  acceptable,  well-pleasing  unto 
♦/  God,'*  through  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord;  to  whom, 
with  the  Father  and  the  eternal  Spirit,  the  One  God  of 
9ur  salvation,  be  ascribed  glory  ^nd  honour,  praise 
mod  thanksgiving,  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen. 
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Because  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me^  therefore 
will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  livt. 

±  HIS  Psalm  is  not  expressly  ascribed  to  David:  yet 
it  is  generally  Supposed  to  have  been  written  by  turn. 
He  is  called  in  scripture  '^  the  man  after  God's  own 
*'  heart:"  and  it  has  often  been  enquired  on  what  ac- 
count this  high  character  is  given  him.  Among  other 
reasons,  this  may  be  assigned;  that  in  every  circum* 
stance  of  danger  and  difficulty,  he  made  the  Lord  his 
Refuge  and  Confidence,  and  sought  him  by  the  fen^en^ 
prayer  of  faith;  and  whenever  he  obtained  deliverance 
and  success,  he  ascribed  all  the  glory  to  God,  and  rcn- 
dered  to  him  the  tribute  of  adoring  grateful  praise. 

I  purpose  to  apply  the  verse,  which  I  have  read,  to 
our  concern  in  the  publick  affairs  of  the  church  and 
nation. — Not  one  only,  but  multitudes  in  concert,  both 


•  Preached  at  the  close  of  a  series  of  lectures,  on  the  sign* 
and  duties  of  the  times,  by  a  society  of  clergymen,  in  or  near 
liOndon,  and  published  at  their  unanimous  request,  1802. 
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oi  those  now  assembled,  of  others  inhabiting  this  city, 
Euid  in  all  the  different  parts  of  Great  Britain,  have  uni<^ 
ted  in.  prayer  for  the  land:  and  **die  Lord  hath  in* 
'^  clined  his  ear  unto  us,"  and,  beyond  our  expecta- 
dons,  has  granted  our  requests;  therefore  **  we  will  call 
upon  him  as  long  as  we  live." 

Let  us  then  my  brethren, 

L  Consider  the  fact,  '*  He  hath  inclined  his  ear 
"  unto  us." 

n.  The  acknowledgment  which  we  ou^t  publicUy 
to  make  of  this  goodness  and  truth  of  God  to  us, 
according  to  the  subsequent  language  of  the 
Psalmist.  **  I  will  ofier  to  thee,  the  sacrifice  of 
^^  thanksgiving,  and  will  call  on  the  name  of  the 
^'  Lord.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord^ 
*^  now  in  the  presence  of  all  his  people;  in  the 
^^  courts  of  the  Lord's  house:  in  the  midst  of 
**  thee,  O  Jerusalem,  Praise  ye  the  Lor d," 

*^  Oh,  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
^^  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 
**  children  of  men!  And  let  them  sacrifice  the 

sacrifice  of  thanksgiving,  and  declare  his  ivories 

with  rejoicing," 

IIL  Let  us  consider  the  concluding  resolution: 
^*  Therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I 
"  live." 

I.  Let  us  consider  the  fact*  God  hath  inclined  his 
unto  us;  he  has  heard  and  answered  our  prayers. 
.  It  would  take  me  £ur  from  my  design,  should  I  tt^ 
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ter  particularly  on  the  nature  and  efiects  of  those  pub» 
lick  convulsions,  which  during  the  late  years,  like  a 
political  eartliquake,  have  shaken  all  Europe.  The 
consequences  of  the  first  disturbances  were  such  as 
exceeded  conception;  the  possible  effects  defied  the 
powers  of  calculation;  no  man  could  conceive  bow, 
or  where,  or  when,  the  wide  spreading  .desertions 
would  terminate;  no  man,  after  a  time,  could  consider 
his  property,  his  liberty,  his  family,  his  very  life,  sc- 
cure.  The  baleful  effects  of  infidel  principles,  and  prin- 
ciples of  insubordination  and  anarchy,  menaced  awfiil- 
ly  the  destruction  of  our  holy  religion.  We  could  not 
but  mourn  over  the  miseries  and  destruction  of  our 
feUow-creatures  in  other  lands:  but  we  also  could  not 
but  tremble  for  ourselves.  One  year  after  another  the 
storm  gathered  force,  and  the  danger  became  more  f(»- 
midable.  Our  fears  perhaps  exceeded  our  dangers. 
Even  such  as  bad  not  been  used  to  tremble,  at  least 
not  greatly  to  tremble,  at  the  word  of  God,  began  to 
take  the  alarm:  and  it  became  the  general  sentiment, 
that  the  times  called  for  peculiar  exertion  and  decided 
measures;  nay,  for  humiliation  before  God  and  united 
prayer. 

No  doubt,  before  publick  affairs  wore  so  threat-  j 
ening  an  aspect,  numbers,  in  all  parts  of  the  land,  had 
secretly,  and  in  their  families  and  social  intercourse, 
poured  out  their  supplications  for  our  beloved  country 
and  king,  for  our  constitution,  for  our  holy  religion: 
but  still  it  appeared  to  some  of  us,  that  the  times  cat* 
led  for  more  avowed  and  united  efforts  in  this  and 
in  other  respects.  When  conversing  together  on 
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aspect  of  publick  af&irs,  we  remembered  those  words, 
"  The  Lord's  voice  crielh  unto  iJie  city,  and  the  man 
*^  of  wisdom  shall  see  thy  name:  Hear  ye  the  rod  and 
**  who  hath  appointed  it.*'  We  saw  or  supposed  we 
saw,  "his  hand  lifted  up."  Wc  considered  all  crea- 
tures and  second  causes  as  ordered  by  him,  who  per- 
mits, limits,  over-rules,  and  works  by  all,  his  own  wise, 
righteous,  and  merciful  purposes.  We  said,  "Because 
"of  thy  wrath  are  we  troubled;  for  our  secret  sins  arc 
"in  the  light  of  thy  countenance."  We  were  deeply 
afiected  by  contrasting  our  national  privileges  with 
our  national  character;  the  sins  of  the  land  and  of  the 
church;  the  infidelity,  impiety,  profligacy,  and  cruel 
iniquity,  which  prevailed,  in  some  awful  instances  still 
sanctioned  by  professedly  Christian  legislators.  These 
things  alarmed  us  far  more  than  the  power  and  success 
of  our  enemies;  and  we  seriously  enquired,  *  What 
can  we  do,  in  such  circumstances,  more  than  we  now 
do,  to  stem  the  torrent,  and  to  turn  away  the  wrath  of 
God  from  our  guilty  land?'  We  had  before  consider. 
ed  it  as  our  bounden  duty  to  remember,  in  our  daily 
prayers,  the  perilous  state  of  the  church  and  nation, 
and  to  exhort  our  congregations  to  do  the  same;  but 
still  we  doubted,  as  ministers  of  Christ,  whether 
something  did  not  remain  for  us  to  attempt. 

While  thus  reflecting  and  conversing  on  these  sub- 
jects from  time  to  time,  with  no  small  anxiety;  not  only 
iid  the  annual  proclamation  of  our  king,  appointing 
«day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer,  convince  us 
still  more,  that  the  Lord  God  called  us  to  peculiar 
duties,  in  this  emergency;  but  our  superiors  in  the 
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church  gave  unequivocal  intimations,  that  they  were  of 
the  same  opinion:  and  it  was  evident  from  many  decla* 
rations,  that  almost  every  serious  person  thought 
something  beyond  common  efforts  ought  to  be  at- 
tempted. 

At  this  crisis,  the  Society,  which  is  this  day  dissol* 
ved,  was  first  formed:  a  small  number  of  clergymen 
in  the  metropolis,  in  the  habits  of  friendly  unrestrict^ 
ed  intercourse  on  such  subjects,  entered  into  a  reso- 
lution to  assist  each  other,  in  endeavouring  to  sdr  up 
their  congregations.  1st.  To  personal  self-ezamiiB* 
tion,  repentance,  and  religious  diligence.  2dly.  To  use 
their  influence  in  checking  the  progress  of  infidditj, 
impiety,  and  vice;  and  promoting  scriptural  christiin- 
ity,  in  their  families  and  among  their  connexions.  SHj. 
To  pray  constantly  for  the  nation,  and  for  the  cbordi 
of  God  that  is  among  us:  and  also,  as  connected  with 
these  ends,  to  strengthen,  as  far  as  our  little  influence 
would  extend,  the  hands  of  our  govemours;  and  to  ex- 
hort the  people  lo  "  fear  God  and  honour  the  king,  and 
"  not  to  meddle  with  those  who  are  given  to  change." 

But,  while  WG  confined  our  exhortations  toouronn 
people,  it  occurred  to  us,  that  we  might  be  considered 
merely  as  delivering  a  private  opinion,  which  would 
be  but  little  regarded:  in  order  therefore  to  impress  the 
minds  of  our  several  congregations  more  deeply ,  with 
the  conviction  that  we  were  entirely  agreed  in  our 
opinion  on  *  the  signs  and  duties  of  the  times;' i»t 
formed  the  plan  of  preaching  on  the  subject  at  stated 
seasons  for  each  other.  This  has  been  continued  for  t| 
considerable  time;  and  by  private  addresses  and 
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licationsy  we  have  endeavoured  to  stir  up  our  brc- 
n,  both  in  London  and  through  the  Land,  to  join 
I  us  in  these  exertions;  especially  in  constant  unit- 
prayer  for  our  country,  and  for  the  church  of 
I. 

:  is  not  easy  for  us  to  estimate  the  degree  of  sue- 
p  which  hath  attended  our  endeavours:  but  we  may 
f  assume,  that  in  consequence,  numbers  have  prayed 
e  frequently,  more  particularly,  more  fervently,  than 
would  have  done;  and  that  there  has  been  more  con* 
in  prayer,  than  there  might  odierwise  have  been.  At 
same  time  we  remember  that  our  Lord  has  said^ 
/'here  two  agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing 
at  they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  my 
iher  which  is  in  heaven."  It  may  also  b^^assum- 
hat  some  farther  accessions  have  been  made  to  the 
ber  and  seriousness  of  those,  *'  who  sigh  and 
oum  for  the  abominations  that  prevail;"  and  who, 
irious  ways,  exert  themselves  to  stem  the  torrent 
npiety,  and  to  turn  away  the  indignation  of  the 
i  from  our  guilty  land. 

et  us  also  recollect,  that  by  whatever  means  or  in- 
ments  we  are  preserved,  it  is  God  who  hath  pre- 
ed  us;  and  that  '*  he  delighteth  in  the  prayer  of  the 
)right:"  and  then  we  shall  be  prepared,  (without 
jrvaluing  the  servicQs  of  men,  however  employed,) 
lopt  the  language  of  the  text,  **  The  Lord  hath 
clined  his  ear  unto  us." 

urely  it  is  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  God's  ser- 
5,  that,  while  almost  cv^ry  country  in  Europe,  has 
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been  made  thecal  of  war,  deluged  iviiii  Uood^aiA 
exposed  to  dreadful  deVastaidons  by  fire  aoA  flword; 
we  have  had  peace  in  our  borders.  Our  eatabfiahed 
gbverniti^iit,  our  ci^  conatituUon,  {rendered  oiiDfe 
valuable  than  ever  to  reflecting  persons^  by  coinpari- 
son  with  itis  boasted  rivals^)  aitf  jweserved  to  us;  No 
revolution,  no  civil  bloodshed,  no  coovukioiiSy  iMve 
here  takeii  place*  Our  sabbadis,  our  cfaiirdiesy  dor 
religious  cstablishmentsj  our  toleratiohy  are  condniied. 
Few,  very  few  comparatively,  have  lost  tiieir  hm^  Hi 
tMs  dreadfiil  struggle,  by  the  sword  of  jusdce;  (a  WM- 
derful  proof  of  the  mildandcqtutablc  s[mtof  ofilrcao^ 
stitudon!)  Ourcomnierce  and  ihanuftctureSylhe  sup- 
port of  die  poor,  and  the  resburces  of.  the  paUldt,  as 
well  as  the  wealth  of  individiiab,  ah:  not  materially  in- 
jured; nay,  in  many  cases,  are  utiiifipaired  and  in- 
provecl.  We  have  haid  scarcity,  urgent  se^rcity:  but 
astonishing  supplies  from  abroad  have  been  vouch- 
safed, till  Providence  has  favoured  us  with  a  harvest 
plentiful  almost  beyond  example.  At  length,  peace  is 
made,  as  well  as  plenty,  in  good  measure,  restored; 
and  pleasing  prospects  open  to  our  view. — Can  we 
remember  our  prayers,  during  many  years,  often  ac- 
companied with  distressing  alarms  and  sorrows;  and 
then  refuse  to  say, "  Verily  God  hath  heard  us?'*  Are  not 
these  deliverances  and  mercies  answers  to  our  prayers? 
You  have  often  heard,  and  will  no  doubt  again  hear, 
the  particular  instances  in  which  a  kind  and  bountiful 
Providence  has  interposed  in  our  behalf:  but  I  shall 
only  offer  two  hints  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  likely  diat 
tnily  pious  Christians  generally  unite  in  prayer,  for 
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the  aggrandisement  of  their  own  country,  and  the  de- 
struction of  their  enemies:  though  they  are  often  ac- 
cused of  it.  They  would  wish,  if  possible,,  to  prevent 
the  efilision  of  human  blood,  and  tiie  calamities  of  dieir 
fellow-creatures:  but  they  pray  to  be  defended  from  in* 
vasions  and  desolati(»is;  they  pray  for  the  peace  of  the 
land  in  which  they  enjoy  peace;  and  a  Messing  on  the 
persons  and  measures  of  their  rulers,  who  protect  tliem 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  religious  privileges; 
and  they  pray  for  the  preservation  of  those  valued  pri- 
vileges, to  diemselves,  their  feUow-subjects,  and  pos- 
terity to  remote  generations^  At  the  same  time,  how- 
ever unavoidable  and  just  any  war  may  be^  it  cannot  be 
reasonably  expected,  but  that. human  passions  will 
mingle  in  the  prosecution  of  it;,  and  that  motives  of 
ambition,  rapacity,  resentment,  or  worldly  policy^  will 
dictate  some  measures;  and  so,  carry  men  beycHid  what 
is  necessary  for  self-^fence*  Now,  my  brethren,  I 
tirould  particularly  call  your  attention  to  this  circum- 
stance, in  the  history  of  the  late  war.  Every  measure, 
without  exception,  either  moreen*  less  immediately  con- 
nected wHb  our  own  defence,  has  been  wonderfully 
successful:  but  several  which  had  for  tl^ir  object  rather 
the  annoyance  of  our  enemies,  than  our  own  preserva- 
tion, though  planned  in  consummate  policy,  viewed 
with  most  sanguine  expectation,,  and  conducted  with 
ability  and  fortitude,  have  proved  unavoidably  unpros- 
perous:  and,  in  thus  dealing  with  us,  has  not  God,  as 
it  were,  said,  *  I  answer  the  prayers  of  my  people, 
which  they  ofier  according  to  my  will,  and  protect  the 
IuikI;  but  further  than  this  I  do  not  give  success?' 
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Again,  could  we  about  fifteen  months  ago  have  fore- 
seen the  present  state  of  publick  affairs,  should  we  not 
have  considered  it,  as  a  wonderful  answer  to  our  sup- 
plications? The  prospect  was  then  very  gloomy.  Our 
allies  had  left  us,  (perhaps  unavoidably,)  to  sustain 
alone  the  apparently  unequal  contest:  the  powers  of  the 
north  combined  to  deprive  us  of  our  naval  superiority: 
even  our  rulers  evidently  were  not  without  apprehen- 
sions that  an  invasion  would  be  attempted:  9  scarcity 
approximating  to  famine,  pressed  upon  us:  it  became 
doubtful  whether  supplies  from  abroad  could  be  pro- 
cured, to  sustain  tlie  people  till  harvest;  and  what  that 
harvest  would  be,  who  could  tell?  Urged  by  such  dis- 
tresses,  what  might  not  have  been  feared  from  the  suf- 
fering multitudes?  what  advantages  might  not  the  cfis- 
affected  at  home,  as  well  as  our  foreign  enemies,  have 
obtained?  No  doubt  the  more  we  were  pressed  and 
alarmed,  the  greater  earnestness  in  prayer  was  excited. 
*  Man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity.'  These  clouds 
are  all  now  dispersed!  A  plentiful  harvest  has  supplied 
our  wants.  Our  successes  and  negotiations  have  quelled 
tlie  northern  storm:  peace  is  made  widi  France:  my 
tongue  cannot  do  justice  to  the  change  which  in  little 
more  than  a  year  has  taken  place.  I  can  only  stand  as- 
tonished,  and  call  on  you,  my  brethren,  saying,  "  Oh 
*'  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his 
"  name  together!" 

II.  I  proceed  to  shew  the  acknowledgment,  which 
we  are  called  on  to  make,  to  that  God  "  who  hath  in- 
"  clined  his  ear  to  us,''  and  '*  answered  us  in  the  day 
**  of  our  distress." 
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And  here  I  shall  digress  a  &tle  to  advert  to  several 
topicksy  which  I  hear  advanced;  not  indeed  with  a  dc- 
«gn  to  shew,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  thankful;  but  yet 

'  suited  to  damp  the  spirit  of  grateful  joy,  which  I  wish 
to  feel  and  excite  with  unabated  fervour. 

Many  entertain  an  opinion,  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  distresses,  to  which  the  lower  orders  espe- 
cially in  the  time  of  the  late  pressure,  were  exposed, 
was  owing  to  the  wickedness  of  different  descriptions 
of  men;  and  this  damps  the  ardour  of  their  joy  and 
gratitude  for  deliverance.  That  human  nature  is  de- 
praved  and  selfish,  we  who  believe  the  gospel  must 
andhtain:  and  that  selfish  men  have  always  taken  the 
advantage  of  publick  difficulties  to  enrich  themselves, 
tbough  by  increasing  the  distresses  of  others,  cannot 
be  doubted:  Yet  it  is  very  questionable,  whether  this 
have  taken  place  in  the  late  pressure  more  than  usual, 
or  in  the  way  that  multitudes  have  supposed.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  let  us  leave  the  culprits  to  the 

-  justice  of  man;  and  if  that  fail,  to  the  tribunal  of  God: 
%  'CHie  tiling  is  indisputable;  that  die  Lord  hath  heard  the 

-  prayers  of  his  worshippers,  and  in  a  considerable  de- 
^  g^ee  alleviated  our  pressure;  and  without  considering 

-  what  our  fellow  creatures  have  done,  or  are  doing,  let 
^USf  my  friends,  thank  God  for  what  He  hath  done. 
Mff  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his 

"  benefits." 
'      .  Again,  some  augur  from  the  aspect  of  things,  and 
yak  the  character  and  situation  of  those  with  whom 
t  have  made  peace,  that  it  will  not  be  permanent; 
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and  this  interferes  widtthdr  gnCefid  j03r.-HB11ty.111y 
brethren,  if  God  hadn  after  a  tranenddiia^atoftt, 
brought  us  safe  to  a  commodious  anchonge,  jn  «•- 
swer  to  our  prayers;  let  us  trust  ^m»  d)at  in  ttunvcr  to 
our  future  prayers,  he  will  prevent  fiirthcr  •  atonna,  or 
cany  us  safelf  through  them.  ^^We  had^  (aaya  the 
*^  aposde,)  the  sentence  of  deatbSn^NirsehPca,  lliat  we 
J*  should  not  trust  in  ourselves,  but  in  Um  thatJaM 
*'  the  dead:  who  hath  delivered  us,— «nd  doth  ddvrr 
**  us, — and  in  him  we  trust  that  he  wiU,  yeti^^ddiicr 
"  us.'* 

Experience  will  warrant  us  to  place  soim 
of  dependence,  under  God,  in  the  vigSance 
ness  of  our  rulers:  but  if  they  were  fiir  less  woitlqM' 
our  confidence,  he,  who  hath  heard  our  praycnv Jadi 
a  right  to  our  adHiowIedgmentS'fiar  the  pwtt^aiid^jQor 
af&ance  for  the  time  to  come.  We  have  been  taught  by 
late  events  to  expect  extraordinary  changes.  The  con- 
sequences of  the  revolution  in  France  far  exceeded  aB 
expectation;  changes,  that  were  never  thought  of  liave 
hitherto  succeeded  to  each  other!  and  the  return  cf 
pence  is  an  event  which  a  while  ago  was  beyond  our 
hopes.  Let  11  s  then  leave  these  things  with  God;  He 
can  give  a  turn  to  affairs,  which  shall  prevent  the  con- 
sequences  that  we  are  apt  to  fear.  And  he  says  to  as, 
**  Take  no  thought  for  the  morrow:  let  the  morrow 
^^  take  thought  for  the  things  of  itself:  sufficient  for  the 
**  day  is  the  evil  thereof.** 

Again,  some  persons  are  so  afraid  of  the  infidel  aod 
anarchical  principles  which  have  prevailed  on  the  cM* 
tinent;  that  their  warmth  of  gratitude  and  joy  for  pcscc 
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deadened,  by  the  apprehension  of  bad  conse- 
ices  to  religion,  morality,  and  civil  order.  IJerc 
ed,  my  brethren,  we  are  loudly  called  upon,  to 
1  unnecessary  intercourse  with  such  as  hold  these 
:iples.  We  may  **  follow  peace  with  all  men;** 
jret  **  have  no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works 
'darkness."  We  should  also  double  our  diligence 
istructing  our  children,  our  £imilies,  and  congre- 
ms;  and  in  making  them  intimately  acquainted 
the  evidences  and  nature  of  Christianity,  and  the 
^  of  submission  to  God,  and  to  man  in  all  things 
ill;  and  in  every  other  way  to  promote  genuine  re- 
n.  This  will  best  stop  the  progress  of  infidel  and 
icious  principles.  But  surely  none  can  think  per* 
al  war  and  bloodshed  needful  for  this  purpose, 
us  all  use  the  proper  weapons  of  our  war&re,  di- 
idy  and  zealously,  and  we  shall  need  no  other. 
r  may  prevent  intercourse,  and  so  preclude  mis- 
F;  but  it  must  also  prevent  the  communication  of 
1.  And  are  we  so  afraid  of  error,  and  so  distrust- 
f  the  force  of  truth  and  the  power  of  God  to  sup- 
it,  that  we  have  no  hope,  but  in  standing  aloof  and 
of  the  reach  of  Satan^s  hosts?  "  The  wrath  of  man 
orketh  not  the  righteousness  of  God."  I  have  no 
bt  but  peace  is  more  favourable  to  the  cause  of 
ist,  than  war  ever  can  be.  Indeed  I  am  not  -dis- 
rd  to  dread,  what  arc  called  French  prtnciplesy  so 
:h  as  some  persons  do.  They  have  been  carried 
jch  extremes  of  flagrant  absurdity,  and  have  pro- 
id  such  horrid  effects;  that  they  are  become  gene- 
odious  or  suspected;  the  dreadful  paroxysm  is 
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over;  and  untried  plausible  delu^ons  are  at  present  far 
more  to  be  feared. 

It  should  also  be  considered,  that  in  all  cases^  pros* 
pent}'  is  attended  with  peculiar  dangers  to  the  inter- 
ests of  true  religion,  both  in  private  and  publick  life: 
yet  we  do  not  on  this  account  consider  ourselves  for- 
bidden to  rejoice,  or  excused  from  being  thankful, 
when  favoured  with  health,  domestick  comforts,  and 
success  in  our  circumstances:  though  we  may  see 
cause  to  *'  rejoice  with  trembling"  and  moderation, 
for  such  precarious  advantages. 

But  a  still  deeper  cause  of  regret  and  even  alarm,  is 
mentioned  by  many  very  pious  persons,  and  that  some- 
times in  a  manner  which  tends  to  abate  our  joy  and 
thankfulness;  on  account  of  the  special  mercies  vouch- 

■ 

safed  us.    They  observe,  that  neither  judgments  nor 

deliverances  have  amended  our  national  character;  that 
iniquity  and  profaneness  abound  as  much,  or  more, 
than  ever;  that  luxury  and  dissij^tion  seem  to  increase 
among  us;  and  that  the  Lord's  day  is  more  openly 
profaned,  and  the  gospel  more  despised,  than  during 
any  former  period. 

It  is,  alas!  undeniable,  that  there  is  too  much  ground 
for  these  and  similar  lamentations;  and  this  should  ex- 
cite us  to  oppose  our  earnest  exertions  and  fer\ent 
prayers  to  the  dcstruclive  torrent.  Yet  after  all»  bad  as 
things  are  among  us,  though  not  apt  to  be  sanguine  in 
this  respect,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  is  in  some  de- 
gree a  real  amendment  in  our  national  character.  Had 
all  the  other  inhabitants  of  Sodom  continued  as  wicked 
as  ever,  or  even  become  still  worse,  had  that  been  pos- 
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able;  yet  if  instead  of  one  Lot,  twenty  Abrahams  had 
been  found  in  the  city;  the  character  of  the  city  would 
have  been  improved,  and  in  the  way  to  still  further 
improvement,  by  the  example,  conversation,  influence, 
and  prayers  of  such  a  company,  and  the  care  they 
would  bestow  in  *^  commanding  their  children  and 
*^  households  after  them,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
*^  to  do  justice  and  judgment."  In  like  manner,  what- 
ever may  be  the  general  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  land:  if  a  considerable  increase  has  of  late  been 
made,  and  is  now  making,  to  the  number  of  real  Chris- 
tians, aiad  if  the  real  Christians  among  us,  in  general, 
are  growing  more  and  more  like  **  the  father  of  the 
^*  fiiithful;"  without  doubt,  our  national  character,  in 
the  sight  of  God,  is  improved.  Now,  from  the  in- 
creased attention  paid  in  our  publick  seminaries  to  the 
concerns  of  religion,  and  the  encouragement  given  to 
pious  young  men;  from  the  numbers  of  such  young 
men  who  enter  into  the  sacred  ministry,  and  the  em- 
ployment which  they  find;  and  from  various  circum- 
stances of  a  similar  nature,  I  cannot  but  hope  that 
there  are  considerably  more  true  Christians  in  the 
land,  than  thj&re  were  some  time  since:  and,  if  the  ex- 
ertions used  to  edify  all  this  company  in  their  most  holy 
fiiith,  and  to  form  their  minds  and  judgments  to  a  pro- 
per union  of  evangelical  truth  and  holy  practice,  be 
rendered  successful;  we  may  then  confidently  trust, 
that  a  real  revival  of  pure  religion  is  taking  place, 
though  we  lament  that  a  general  reformation  in  the  na- 
tion at  large  does  not  accompany  it.  For  what  is  a  re- 
vival of  religion,  but  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
Vol.  II.  3  L 
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tnihr  refigioos  persons,  and  their  growth  in  holincs^ 
And  on  wc  look  for  this  among  those,  who  are  evi- 

Qgioas?  Ma^strates  may  restrain  outward 
:  and  heads  of  &miUed  and  others  may 
external  decency  of  conduct,  apart  from  vital 
:  and  it  would  be  well,  if  all  were  done  in  these 
respects  which  ought  to  be  done.  But  in  the  present 
state  of  human  nature,  it  is  in  vain  to  entertain  high 
expectations  of  this  kind:  our  chief  dependence  must 
be  placed  on  the  gospel  of  Christ;  and  our  aim  and 
hope  should  be,  the  increase  of  true  Christians^  and 
dieir  becoming  more  and  more  exemplary  in  their 
whole  conduct,  and  ^^  fruitful  in  all  the  works  of  rigb- 
*<  teousness,  which  are  through  Christ  Jesus  to  the 
"  praise  and  glory  of  God." 

I'hcre  arc  no  more,  properly  speaking,  than  three 
sorts  of  people  in  the  world;  the  openly  profane,  the 
formal  or  hypocritical^  and  the  truly  pious.  Various 
methods  may  be  used  to  diminish  the  number  of  the 
first  order,  and  augment  that  of  the  second;  and  many 
Advantages  to  society  may  result  from  this  external 
amendment:  yet  after  all,  but  little  is  gained  in  a  reli- 
^ous  sense,  compared  with  what  results  from  the 
•mxnbcr  of  the  truly  pious  multiplying  from  year  to 
^ctf .  aihI  this  I  hope  and  trust  is,  and  will  be,  our  case, 
i  *c  vVJigciitly  use  those  means  to  which  our  several 
,i.'.cja:s  call  us.  While  therefore,  we  cannot  think  of 
ix  iivminations  that  prevail,"  without  sighing 
IV  ttv\;:nung  over  them;  we  should  not  sufter  these 
vv^tKs  ^>  interrupt  our  joyful  praises,  at  such  a  time 
^  ,it*5<  ^c  remember  the  words  of  Nehemiah  on  a 
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similar  occasion.   *^  This  day  is  holy  to  the  Lord^ 

4 

**  weqp  not,  neither  be  ye  sorry:  for  the  joy  of  the 
"  Lord  is  your  strength.'* — He  now  calls  us  to  praise 
and  thanksgiving,  and  every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its 
season. 

Another  consideration  seems  to  throw  a  damp  on 

the  minds  of  some  serious  persons,  and  to  interfere 

» 

with  the  sweet  service  which  suits  our  present  circiun- 
stances.  They  observe  a  bitter  and  violent  spirit  against 
the  cause'  of  spiritual  religiort,  and  vital  godRness^  ma<* 
nifesting  itself  in  various  ways;  and  cannot  but  appre- 
hend the  consequences.  The  fact  is  undeniable:  but  1 
own  that  to  my  mind  itiaffords  rather  a  pleasing  re- 
flection. The  spirit  of  the  world,  and  the  spirit  of 
Christianity  always  were,  and  always  must  be,  oppo- 
site to  each  other.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  every 
church,  or  society  of  professed  Christians,  will,  more 
or  less,  consist  oi  a  sound  and  a  corrupt  part;  and  m 
|»t>portion  as  the  sound  part  increases  and  gathers 
strength,  the  enmity  and  violence  oT  the  corrupt  part 
will  be  excited.  Christ  and  his  apostles  originally  be- 
longed to  the  same  outward  church  with  Caiaphas  and 
the  persecuting  priests:  and  in  proportion  as  the  caus<i 
irf*  true  religion  prospered,  the  corrupt  part  of  the 
Jewish  church  shewed  more  and  more  inveterate  ma- 

..  dignity. 

It  has  been  a  serious  apprehension  in  the  minds  of 
:  iocnc  among  us,  that  the  extreme  quietness,  which  we 
c-'idate  enjoyed,  has  in  great  measure  arisen  from  our 
*^  ''^nuat  of  success,  and  from  a  too  worldly  spirit  among 

use  who  held  evangelical  truth.  The  enemy  of  souls 
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net  with  but  little  disturbance^  and  ju^^ed  h  man 
politick  to  let  us  alone.  Now  if  thb  was  the  case;  die 
testimony  of  those  who  avow  themselves  enemits  lo 
our  doctrines  and  proceedings,  is  a  hqpefiil  proof  thrt 
our  cause  b  getting  ground,  and  our  success  so  great 
te  to  excite  some  alarm  and  disquietude.  Tbejr  puk 
iickly  aver,  that  ^  the  number  of  those  who  call  them- 

*  selves  evangelical  ministers  is  rajudly  increasing  in 

*  the  church.'  We  trust  that  it  is  ao,  and  iqokat  b 
their  testimony.  They  indeed  predict  many  bad  en- 
sequences;  and  are  ready  to  exclaim,  with  the  Jewsof 
old,  *^Men  of  Israel,  help.'*  But  so  long,  as  the  mi- 
nisters erf*  the  established  church  adhere  sint^yte  her 
doctrines  and  liturgy;  act  consistently  widi  tbea^  cha- 
racter and  engi^ments;  are  exemplary  in  their  Sftcs, 
and  labour  dtligcndy  in  their  several  places:  we  art 
confident  that  our  rulers,  in  church  and  state,  know 
betteb  than  to  regard  the  clamours  of  such  men,  bov- 
ever  vehement  and  reiterated  they  may  be.  Our  pot, 
however,  is,  *^  to  study  to  be  quiet,  and  mind  our  own 
*^  business;"  to  rejoice  if  the  cause  of  Christ  prospers 
in  the  world;  and  to  leave  it  to  him  to  protect  us 
against  persecution,  or  to  support  us  under  it. 
,^  These  are  the  principal,  though  not  the  ctij' 
grounds,  on  which  many  seem  to  hesitate,  as  to  tk 
cause  which  we  now  have  to  rejoice  and  give  thanks: 
and  I  trust  it  has  been  shewn,  that  they  ought  Iff 
|io  means  to  interrupt  our  gratitude  and  damp  ourr- 
dour. 

When  national  benefits  are  received,  it  must  bed* 
pect^,  that  men  will  very  generally  be  aflfected,0J 
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l^iey  suppose  their  own  interests  to  be  eoncemed;  so 
that  numbers,  who  rejoice,  do  it  for  selfish  reasons,  and 
not  from  regard  to  the  publick  good.  And,  they  who 
are  not  habitually  influenced  by  religious  principles, 
will  express  their  satisfaction  in  a  worldly  manner. 
These  things  we  must  observe,  and  in  one  sense  re- 
gret: but,  except  excess  or  other  crimes  are  commit- 
ted, we  should  not  be  too  severe  in  animadverting  upon 
them;  for  this  tends  rather  to  prejudice  than  to  concili- 
ate men's  minds.  They,  however,  who  have  sought 
die  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty,  by  fervent  prayer 
and  supplication,  should  make  their  acknowledgment 
to  that  God,  who  has  **  inclined  his  ear  unto  them,'' 
by  the  voice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  both  in  pub- 
lick,  in  their  families,  and  their  social  intercourse. 
This  should  distinguish  every  thing  festive,  which  they 
admit  of  on  the  occasion;  and  be  accompanied  with 
proportionable  liberality  to  the  poor  and  needy,  that 
their  hearts  also  may  rejoice.  And,  while  tlie  people  of 
God  '  shew  forth  his  praises  from  a  heart  unfeignedly 

*  thankful,  not  only  with  their  lips,  but  in  their  lives, 

*  by  givii^g  themselves  up  to  his  service,  and  by  walk- 

*  ing  before  him  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all  their, 

*  days;'  they  should  consider  what  additional  ability 
-  and  advantages  peace  may  afford  them  of  promoting 

the  cause  of  Christianity  at  large,  in  every  part  of  the 
'World.  Many  opportunities  will,  no  doubt,  be  given 
«f  doing  this,  when  peace  shall  be  established;  and 
numbers  will  have  increasing  ability  for  availing  them- 
'telves  of  such  openings.  We  should  then  daily  ask 
Ourselves,  **  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
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«'  his  benefits?"  and  >ive  shall  best  riie«r  ourir  gratitode, 
by  emplojriDg  that  time  and  properQrIn  works  of  pietj 
and  charily^  which  others  waste  in  scl&indu%enoep  of 
devote  to  avarice. 
We  proceed  now, 

IIL  To  consider  the  concluding  resdutiom  ^  There- 
^  fore  will  I  call  upon  thee,  as  long  as  I  live."  Itis, 
I  suppose,  understood  Uiat  this  is  tbe.dosii^  aemoo^^ 
on  ^  Tlie  signs  and  duties  of  the  present  timo^*  and 
that  the  Society  b  now  dissolved.  It  has  indeed  been 
nrged,  that  there  is  as  mucli  need  of  the  sodcQr  and 
its  efforts  as  ever:  for  if,  after  God  baa  so  gVMioinlf 
delivered  us,  in  answer  to  the  prayers  oi  his  peopks 
xve,  as  a  nation,  go  on  in  accumulating  guUt^  and  till' 
gratefully  abusing  his  goodness;  the  present  ddivenaicc 
can  only  be  considered  as  a  reprieve,  and  the  vengeance 
of  heaven  will  fall  proportionably  heavier  in  the  event. 
There  is  besides,  great  danger,  lest  the  prosperity,  that 
accompanies  peace,  should  still  more  deeply  corrupt  us; 
and  even  irxrease  the  lukewarm  and  wordlyi^irit, which, 
alas!  is  already  too  prevalent  among  those  who  sean 
to  be  religious.  Now,  as  far  as  this  observaticm  related 
to  the  necessity  of  persevering  in  prayer,  and  evciy 
zealous  exertion,  it  is  perfectly  just,  and  highly  im- 
portant: but  if  applied  to  the  continuance  of  this  So- 
ciety, it  appears  inconclusive.  The  society  originated 
in  a  general  conviction,  that  the  times  were  extraordi- 
nary, and  required  extraordinary  exertions:  and  i^'^ 
considered  ourselves  as  justified  in  this  measure  bf 
the  publick  opinion.  Yet  wc  live  in  a  day,  when  iB 
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private  associations  are  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye: 
and  in  some  respects  justly;  for  many  very  pernicious 
designs  have  been  cloaked  with  &ir  pretences.  Even 
this  Society,  though  our  avowed  and  reed  motives  and 
objects  were  absolutely  the  same,  and  undeniably  harm^ 
less  and  useful;  and  though  we  trust  our  whole  coq« 
duct  has  been  consistent  with  those  avowed  motives 
and  objects;  has  not  escaped  some  degree  of  censure 
and  suspicion.  We  formed  ourselves  into  a  Society^ 
during  an  alarming  <urisis,  in  order  to  promote  a  spirit 
of  prayer  for  the  land,  and  all  orders  of  men  in  it;  to 
counteract  the  progress  of  infidelity,  impiety,  and  vice; 
and  to  use  our  influence  to  mabtain  subordination  and 
quiet  subjection  to  our  lawful  governors.  Blessed  be 
Ggd^  tha,t  awful  crisis  is  now  past;  the  immediate  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  society  ceases;  should  we  continue  it, 
our  conduct  might  be  misunderstood;  and  should  a 
Dew  occasion  arise,  by  discontinuing  it  at  present,  we 
should  be  able  to  resume  it,  on  this  or  a  similar  plan, 
with  greater  advantage,  and  without  giving  occasion 
j^sunst  us  to  those  who  seek  occasion. 

But  though  these  periodical  sermons  now  close, 

^Qid  the  Society  is  no  more;  as  individual  ministers, 

ia  our  several  congregations,  and  occasionally  in  each 

cither's;  we  shall  still  exhort  you,  my  brethren,  to  attend 

te  the  same  important  duties,  which  we  have  thus 

incolcated;  and  especially  to  continue  in  prayer  and 

supplication  for  the  land,  and  for  the  church  of  God: 

9ild  we  hopethat  both  hearers  and  ministers  will  abound 

'   yet  more  and  more.  We  have  no  less  reason  to  do  this, 

f  ^«id  we  have  additional  encouragement. — "  God  hath 
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<«  incfined  his  CAT  to  QS;  therefore  inO  #e  taiU  on  Km 
•*  as  long,  as  wc  live." 

Eren  ntfural  feelings  -Irill  dictate  a  kind  of  prayer 
in  seasons  of  great  distress  or  abrmibnt  ^vbcn  the 
danger  and  anguuh  are  over,  and  proq^cfity  indnoes 
security,  the  same  peiisonssay  intheiroondtlets'^We 
^  are  lords,  we  will  come  no  more  unto  thee.'*  -But 
Ae  grace  of  God  teaches  those  who  possess  it,  lo  tssy 
at  all  timesw  *' Be  careful  for  noting;  hot' in '4i^ 
<«  tiling  by  prayer  and  supplicationf,  with  tiMtoksgfain^; 
<*  let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto  G6d.^  MBi^ 
glc,  then,  thanksgivings  with  your  prayers  in  tMtbk; 
«mte  pvycts  and  supplications  with  your  joylbl^|ft4^ 
in  prosperity,  "  Fray  widiout  ceanhg,  in  evdyifaiBlt 
^  give  thanks;  fiv  this  is  the  wiU  of  "God  inCbitfi 
••  Jesus  concermng  you.'* 

*  In  all  times  of  tribulation,  in  all  times  of  oor 
'  wealthy — good  Lord,  deliver  us.'  National,  as  wdl 
as  private  success  has  its  peculiar  dangers.  ^^  When 

thy  riches  increase,  and  thy  silver  and  gold  is  moL 

tiplied; — then  beware  lest  thy  heart  be  lifled  up,  snd 
<<  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God."  Oh!  attend  to  this 
caution,  my  affluent  brethren;  and  pray  without  ceas- 
ing to  be  preserved  in  your  perilous  circumstances: 
and  pray  every  one  of  you,  for  yourselves  and  eld 
other,  and  all  your  fellow- christians,  and  the  land;  tht 
prosperity  may  not  prove  still  more  &tal  to  us,  te 
even  the  late  calamitous  war.  Pray  especially,  tlwt  fit 
may  experience  and  exemplify  what  we  read  of  in  tbe 
sacred  history:  ^*  Then  had  the  churehes  rest  sod 
^*  were  edified:  and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  LorA 
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^^  and  the  comfwt  of  the  Hdy  Ghost,  were  muhipti* 

Continued  prosperity,  however,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  expected  in  this  vale  of  tears:  and,  as  in  life  we 
should  daily  prepare  for  death;  so  in  peace  and  com- 
fort we  should  be  habitually  ready  for  trouble  and  coiii^ 
diet.  The  resolution  of  the  text,  therefore,  while  it 
fiihrly  admits  of  the  use  which  has  been  just  made 
of  it,  especially  implies,  that  having  been  answered  in 
the  late  day  of  distress,  we  should  in  every  future  dan»- 
ger  and  difficulty,  call  upon  the  Lord,  even  as  long  n 
wd  live. 

Wordly  men  have  a  great  variety  of  expedients^  to 
which  they  have  recourse,  according  to  the  suggestioot 
•f  pditical  wisdom,  or  worldly  discretion:  but  the 
Christian,  acting  in  his  proper  character,  has  but  one 
expedient.  He  may  indeed,  either  in  publick  or  pri^ 
ysle  life,  attend  to  proper  measures  subordinately:  but 
lus  grand  resort  is,  that  of  Jacob*  when  he  wresded 
with  God  and  prevailed;  that  of  David,  when  in  his 
trouble  he  called  on  the  Lord  and  he  heard  him;  that 
of  Hezekiah,  when  he  and  the  prophet  Isaiah  ^*  lifted 
f*  up  their  prayer  for  the  remnant  that  was  left ''  We 
Im/c  an  omnipotent  Father  and  Friend,  who  is  infimte* 
J(jr  kind  and  faithful:  and  whatever  means  we  use,  ouf  ^ 
ffmd  concern  is  to  prevail  with  him  by  prayer,  and 
dieo  we  shall  also  prevail  with  man. 

We  read  that  Asa  sought  the  Lord  in  extreme 

*  Acts  ix.  31. 

>VojL.  ft.  S  M 
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danger,  and  was  mercifuDy  deUvercd:  but  afierwaids, 
when  tie  was  alarmed  by  another  enemy,  he  hired  die 
assistance  of  ah  idolatrous  prince,  and  tempted  him  to 
break  his  league  with  the  king  of  Israel,  by  giving 
him  the  consecrated  treasures  of  the  temple.  How/ ab- 
surd was  this  conduct!  He  was  rebuked  fi9r  it,  and  in 
consequence  died  under  a  cloud,  nd  left  his  character 
in  obscurity.  But  David  determined  to  ^*  call  on  the 
^^  Lord  as  long  as  he  lived:''  and  Hezekiah,  it  may  be 
supposed,  did  the  same,  when  he  had  recdved  so 
astonishing  a  deliverance,  in  answer  to  prayer,  finom 
the  power  and  rage  of  Sennacherib.  After,  such  a 
wgnal  interposition  of  his  almighty  Friend,  it  must 
have  been  very  strange  indeed,  if  he  ever  betook  him- 
aelf  to  another  refiige. 

But  the  answers,  vouchsafi^  to  our  supplicatioiis, 
not  only  encourage  our  renewed  and  persevering  pray- 
ers; they  even  demand  them.  When  we  bless  our  God 
for  answering  us,  we  make  an  occasional  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  condescending  and  compassionate  km: 
but  while  we  continue,  on  every  emergency  to  call  upoa 
him,  we  make  a  constant  and  permanent  return  of  gra- 
titude and  becoming  ODnfidence.  It  is  true,  this  coo- 
sideration  implies,  that  ^*  the  Lord's  ways  are  not  as 
'^  our  ways,  nor  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts;  for  as 
^^  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth;  so  are  his  vmp 
^^  higher  than  our  ways,  and  his  thoughts  higher  thaa 
**  our  thoughts."  But  this  is  the  very  circumstance) 
which  most  honours  his  adorable  name.  If  we  vpfij 
to  any  supposed  friend,  during  urgent  distress,  and 
meet  with  a  repulse;  we  are  afterwards  disbeaitened 
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from  again  having  recourse  to  him:  and  if  we  repeat* 
cdljT  have  been  aasistedt  we  grow  ashamed  of  being 
so  exceedingly  trouUesoihe  and  encroaching*  Neithct* 
of  these  difficulties,  however,  take  place  in  our  com^ 
munion  with  die  infinite  God.  He  is  always  ^  more 
"^  ready  to  hear  than  we  are  to  pray:'  and  tiie  numberi 
4md  harness,  and  perseverance  of  our  requests,  are 
peculiarly  pleasing  to  him,  and  honourable  to  the  riches 
of  his  power,  his  grace,  his  liberality,  and  compassioo. 
fie  counts  himself  glorified  by  our  constant  and  renew- 
wiflpplications;  and  is  o&nded,  when  we  do  not  ^*  make 
**  our  requests  known  unto  him." 

Suppose  a  fiither,  possessed  of  immense  wealth,  high 

in  digniQr,  and  eminent  for  liberality,  had  a  son,  whom 

iie  had  educated  with  a  wise  union  erf*  aflfecdon  and 

mutbority.  He  had  never  denied  him  any  reasonable 

request;  he  had  readily  forgiven  many  fiiults  into  which 

Ins  child  had  been  betrayed;  and  he  had  aatidpated 

and  exceeded  many  of  his  wbhes.  Should  this  son, 

when  in  any  difficulty,  go  to  inferior  persons  to  beg 

dieir  assistance;  would  it  not  be  a  degradation  of  him* 

self,  and  a  dishonour  to  his  parent?  Might  nc:  his 

fieither  thus  expostulate  with  him,  *  Did  I  ever  refuse 

you  any  thing  proper  for  you?  Was  I  ever  wanting  in 

love  and  consideration?  Am  I  not  sufficiently  rich? 

Why  then  cUsgrace  yourself  and  me,  by  seeking  help 

from  others,  who  will  either  think  I  want  aflfection  ot 

power  to  help  you?  Make  me  your  fi-iend;  and  you 

win  have  no  occasion  to  apply  elsewhere;  for  I  shall 

ttcver  refuse,  except  when  your  good  requires  it;  and 

<iil0w  me  this,  that  I  exceed  you.  in  wisdom  and  expe* 
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i^u  AddreflB  iroiildt 
Plough  we  moit  not  preaone  to  ap|i^  ihcwlMlidtaii 
iBtdy  to-Godi  yet  nidy.  tbe  OMeiadoulii  .o{«Mbv 
ttplicstiaQ  df  Aiv  hmguige'  to  AejtfkfMt-faifisr'iMt 
^.Theidbre  will  Icall  npoD^diee^vsloBgia^l  IpviMr 
.  fJvAfiplysig  tlK8tithoDgiitBtoiNir|MatBt^  wl;yiCii|.wc 

iB^iiidMSy  kis  oonunoQ  Jbr  diejiulitMrMMriitoifa^ 
mad  diie  ntioBBlfixQe tobe  reduoeik!  AntmaHagimm^ 
m  tuBKi  of  |ieMe  would  be  too  nrpmiiiT»  md*  ^m 
dngcrau  to  our  liberTf.  Inateid  of  ;xwtaitiig,«BB 
troops,  many  are  disbanded*  This  migfatr^^PQvesdMi: 
gerous^  bitt  that^  alas!  peace  aekkni  takeafdnoc^^al 
parties  sk  so  unable  to  contmue  the  CMrtiuafiit  al 
are  alike  disposed  to  kaaen  the  expeooes  aadfidiiBfe 
bufdena:  and  thos  the  proportion  still  remaina  Msilj 
the  same. 

But  the  case  is  vastly  dififerent,  as  to  that  waritae^ 
in  which,  as  Christians,  we  are  and  must  be  engagediL 
The  powers^of  dackness,  and  their  abettors  of  evoy 
description,  will  keep  up,  and  if  possible,  incitaie^ 
their  forces,  and  persevere  in  their  opposition  to  tbe 
cause  of  Clirist  and  his  holy  religicm.  Yet  on  the  other 
hand,  we  should,  and  may,  without  national  ezpeooei 
danger,  or  impropriety,  keep  up  our  standing  annjr  of 
those  who,  by  their,  constant  prayers  and  ezcrtioaii 
endeavour  to  avert  the  wrath  of  God  from  agoil^ 
land:  and  we  may  use  all  proper  means  of  recruiting  it 
by  new  accessions*.  Here  especially,  our  aafety  fi& 
It  has  been  shewn,  what  an  improvement  would  hM(  !« 
been  made  in*  Sodom,  if  fiiirnlj  iiriiiiMiiililii  Alailpa 


axiHOK  2ii;  46X 

Ikad  been  raised  up  in  that  city.  Let  us  then  remember, 
tint  the  increase  of  such  characters  is  the  grand  secu- 
rity for  our  land.  And  let  no  peace  or  prosperity  cause 
U8  to  lose  sight  of  tliis  grand  object,  the  maintaining 
and  improving  the  religious  principle,  and  adding  to 
the  number  of  pious  people,  in  the  nation.  This  alone 
.can  secure  us  against  future  contingences.  It  is  xxit 
only,  or  principally,  from  avowed  infidelity,  that  we 
are  endangered.  The  able  commanders  of  the  oppcv 
sing  army,  know,  that  it  will  equally  answer  their  pur- 
pose, to  bring  in  superstition  and  popery,  enthusiasm 
and  antinomian  licentiousness,  or  pharisaical  self-con- 
fidence, or  dead  and  notional  orthodoxy,  or  evangeli- 
cal iukewarmness  and  formality.  We  are  in  danger  on 
cveiy  aide.  May  we  watch  and  be  sober! 
• '  Indeed  our  chief  danger  arises  from  relaxbg  oar 
-^rigilance*  Let  then  all,  in  their  families,  circles,  and 
congregations,  consider  what  means  can  be  used,  to 
promote  the  growth  of  genuine  Christianity,  which  is 
Ibc  best  preservative  against  every  species  x>f  impiety 
and  &ise  religion. 

But  especially,  my  Christian  brethren,  let  us  make 
k  a  matter  of  conscience,  to  offer  up  our  daily  prayers, 
in  our  families  and  closets,  both  for  the  temporal  and 
4fae  religious  interests  of  our  beloved  country.  Let  us 
pray,  that  every  faithful  minister  of  Christ  may,  not 
ody  be  successful  in  bringing  sinners  to  repentance 
the  knowledge  of  salvation,  but  be  instrumental 
in  raising  up  others  to  preach  the  *^  glorious  gos* 
b  ^  pel  of  God  our  Saviour: '^  that  every  Christian  may 
holii  adorn  hig  profession^  and  bring  others  to  attend 
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to  the  word  of  truth:  that  all  thoae  who  are  phoed  at  io* 
structors  of  youth  in  colleges,  and  wboficar  God  them* 
selves,  may  be  succeeded  in  commnnioating  religious 
principles  to  the  minds  of  their  pufnls:  and  that  aU 
pious  persons  who  in  any  way  educate  young  persons, 
may  be  blessed  in  their  endeavours  to  form  their 
minds  to  genuine  fiuth  and  piety.  Thus,  ^bc  salt  being 
cast  into  the  fountains,  we  may  hope  that  the  barren 
land  will  be  healed;  and  that  ministers  of  reUpoo,  and 
even  minbters  of  state,  senators,  magi8trales»  and  per* 
sons  in  every  line  of  life,  may  be  brought  forth  to  serve 
God  and  promote  evangelical  piety  by  their  example^ 
influence,  and  exertions. — Let  us  j^ray  also,  diat  alt 
pious  parents,  and  heads  of  families,  may  beassistBdani 
prospered  in  attempting  to  tndn  up  their  duldm*  ia 
the  service  of  God  and  the  knowledge  of  Cfackt.— 
Let  us  beseech  God,  according  to  our  excellent  li- 
turgy, to  *  bless  our  gracious  king,  and  all  his  royal 
'  family;  to  endue  them  with  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  enrich 

*  them  with  his  heavenly  grace,'  and  guide  them  in  Us 
faith,  fear,  and  love;  to  help  them  in  all  things  to  seek 
his  honour  and  glory,  and  to  bring  them  to  his  heaven- 
ly kingdom. — Let  us  pray  without  ceasing  for  all  the 
ministers  of  religion  in  Christendom,  that  they  may  be 

*  illuminated  in  the  true  knowledge  of  the  Scriptura» 
^  and  both  by  their  life  and  doctrine,  set  them  forth  and 

*  shew  them  accordingly. ' — ^  And  that  all  who  cd 

*  themselves  Christians,  may  be  led  into  the  way  d 
<  truth,  and  hold  the  faith  in  unity  of  the  Spirit,  in  the 
^  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteousness  of  life:*  thatil 
churches  may  be  rendered  more  exactly  confonnafak 


to  Scripture,  in  doctrine,  worship,  disdpline,  and 
practice,  and  more  united  with  each  other:  that  so  we 
may  all  soon  come  to  worship  our  God  with  one  heart 
and  with  one  mouth. — We  should  indeed  pray  for  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  in  the  land  and  on  the 
earth:  but,  especially,  present  circumstances  most  im- 
periously  call  upon  us  to  ^^  beseech  the  Lord  of  the 
^  harvest  to  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest'* 
Many  openings  are  made  by  Providence,  for  propa* 
gatii^  Christianity;  a  spait  of  zealous  exertion  is  ex* 
dtcd;  and  British  wealth,  liberality,  and  piety^  (in 
numbers  I  trust,)  are  adequate  to  any  expences  in  this 
eauae:  but  alas!  die  men  are  wanting.  Oh  then  unite 
in  prayer,  that  labourers  may  be  sent  forth  into  the 
barvesL 

Many  other  tc^icks  might  be  insisted  chi:  and  es* 
ptdrily  we  should  pray  for  success  to  all  pious  at* 
ttnipts,  and  support,  comfort,  and  asdstance  to  all 
#oncemed  in  them.  But  I  must  desist.  The  field  is 
Ivge;  die  subjects  for  prayer  are  many  and  important. 
So  you  not,  my  brethren,  see  the  propriety  6f  taking 
ncouragement  from  past  answers  to  call  on  God  as 
toog  as  you  live? 

,  But  while  I  am  addressing  you,  as  a  congregation 
#f  troe  Christians,  who  united  in  the  earnest  supplica- 
Ams  which  have  received  so  remarkable  an  answer; 
^Kobably  there  may  be  some  whose  consciences  testify 
Aat  they  do  not  belong  to  this  company.  You  have 
Ittrhaps  bowed  the  knee  in  publick  or  in  social  prayer; 
htMt  without  entering  into  the  spirit  of  these  services. 
V^  iBiay  have  had  a  form  of  private  religion:  but  it 
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hM  been  ooid  atid  unmemiyig*  ht  «lioft,70tt  pte^ow 
fooiis,  titmt  luthertD,  yod  haivc  bdte  Uni^igni  ibfs- 
noine  rqpentanoe,  to  ft  fife  of  fiuth  in  tbe  Sod  tbPGodt 
to  qnjtiial  rdBgion,  and  nei^^  Letihebeg 

oTyou  then  to  reodlect;  dut  thoiigh  fc«i  n^ 
publick  mercies  and  de&veranoes,  in  cqMcqnrtBcfe  of 
tbepraycreofieredi^  odiers;  yod  canndt  csciqit'die 
wratfxofGody  or  obtain  eternal  advttlooy  ankaa  you 
^mradfts  *^  seek  the  Loan  while  he  may  be  fimadt 
*'  and  caff  on  him  while  he  b  near»*f  And  conwicrt 
irithont  eternal  aalvatiooy  bow  Iiiile  all  etoe  will  profit 
Aepoaaesaor. 

There  may.  be  abathoae,  who  thnnig^  diacdinage> 
ment,  or  miatakea,  or  prejndioeay  (aa  we  mHsft  aftp»' 
pose,)  have  been  kept  from  joinii^  us  in  pA^cr  far. 
deliverance  from  our  perilotaa  and*  calamitous  fiu^ 
tibn.  Should  this  have  been  your  case^  we  hope,  how* 
ever^  you  will  have  no  objection  to  join  us  in  bksao^ 
the  Lord  for  his  unmerited,  and  perhaps  unexpected^ 
benefits.  At  least,  let  us  be  of  one  mind  and  one  heart 
in  this  service,  and  in  our  endeavours  to  promote  thfi 
purity,  peace,  and  enlargement  of  the  Redeemer^ 
kingdom,  in  our  favoured  land,  and  to  the  ends  of  tht 
earth. 

And  if  we  have  prayed,  and  the  Loan  has  heard,  il 
our  publick  concerns;  let  us,  my  brethren,  prize  the 
privilege  of  coming  to  the  throne  of  gracej  and  moit 
love  and  value  him,  who  has,  by  his  own  obedience 
unto  the  death  upon  the  cross,  opened  to  us  the  nif 
of  access  and  acceptance:  let  us  abound  more  ni 
more  in  prayer  and  supplication;  let  us  '*  $tk  aDdI^ 
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**  ceive  that  our  joy  may  be  fiJl.'* — ^And  now  to  him, 
that  is  able  to  **  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all 
^^  diat  we  can  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power 
**  which  now  worketh  in  us;  to  him  be  glory,  in  the 
^^  church,  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world 
*•  without  end.  Amen.** 
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\  holy  Scriptures  are  represented  by  the  apostle^ 
ly  as  *^  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation, 
igh  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,"  but  as  su& 
likewise  to  ^^  furnish  us  thoroughly  unto  all  good 
^s/^^  Hence  we  may  conclude  with  certainty, 
ey  contain  instructions,  cautions,  and  examples, 
e  to  our  various  circumstances;  and,  if  properly 
td  to,  would  in  all  cases  bea  **  light  to  cm  kttf 
a  lantern  lo  our  paths."  On  die  other  hand,  the 
ipOstle  observes,  that  *•  Whatsoever  things  were 
:en  aforetime,  were  written  y&r  our  leaming:^^\ 
:  we  may  also  be  sure,  that  every  part  of  Scrip- 
contains  some  important  lesson,  which  at  one 
r  other  may  be  peculiarly  useful, 
se  considerations  may  suffice  to  prepare  the  rea- 
r  attending  carefully  to  a  passage  in  sacred  his- 
irhich  may  hitherto  have  but  little  attracted  his 
The  principal  persons  of  Issachar,  in  the  days 
id,  had  so  well  considered  the  signs  and  events 

•  2  Tim.  iii.  I5~ir.  f  Rom.  xv.  4. 
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of  the  tiroes  in  wUch  they  livedo  and  so  nd  vakt- 
stood  what  the  Lord  was  dohig»  and  what  he  ciSkA 
them  to  do;  that  they  wetfe  Enabled  tt  render  tbeir  ia- 
fluencCy  in  the  tribe^  subaement  late  iaqpwiant food 
of  the  country.  ^^  The  children  of  lasadnr^^-^wcfc 
^  men  that  had  understanding  of  the  times^  to  kmm 
*^  what  Israel  cughi  t0  A:  the  heads  of  diem  weit 
*^  two  hundred^  and  alt  ibdf  biedacn  were  nt'4dr 
«^  commandnienu''*-*-The  Lord  bad  pstnmsed  ipt 
David  shouM  rdgn  over  all  Israel:  ktt  sdImrMfU* 
bosfatth  the  son  of  Sauf  was  livings,  tetaetf  <if  llMdbir 
wise^  jm^edt  fhat  the  time  was  iMt  itfriMiir'tlie 
fulfilment  of  that  promise^  and  tiiata  iswrtrtltoe  iliiiy 
would  only  occasioii  die  ncedibss  eSMoil  cf  fiiiMti 
blocd:  but  when  Ishboshetb  wbs  ftnttved;  dtj^  ii|lL 
dersiood  that  the  time  was  come^  afvd  thav  ft  wis  iMr 
duty  to  afford  David  att  the  assistaMe  in  Aeir  jnMMI; 
Had  they  moved  sooner^  or  had  they  waiVeif  kiiger» 
they  would  have  acted  unseasonably:  but  thetimnkgtf 
the  service  was'  as  important  as  the  senrioe  i(!sel£ 

We  may  leam  from  this  instance,  that  theie  vi  t 
kind  of  observation  and  inteil^ence  concem&ig  At 
eircunistances  and  events  of  the  times,  which  k  iMi^ 
mately  connected  with  the  knowledge  and  peilbiB- 
ance  of  our  duty:  and  that  this  mtdinhnrtStig^ ikt 
times  is  peculiarly  needfui  and  useful  to  tho^^  whtfit 
any  way  have  influence  over  collective  bodies.  R  nay 
indeed  at  first  sight  be  tbou^t  to  belon][i;  exdnsMlf 
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klesmen,  senators,  magistrates,  and  otiiers  who 
;ss  secular  distinctions;  and  it  might  be  supposed 
ministers  of  religion  especially  have  little  occasion 
:.  But  this  sentiment,  when  adopted  in  too  gene* 
sense,  is  evidently  erroneous:  for  though  the  po^ 
I  understanding  of  the  times  is  principally  requi* 
or  those,  who  are  concerned  to  know  what  they 
kt  to  do poUt'waUyy  for  the  good  of  the  nation;  yet 
^  man's  duty  varies,  in  some  respects,  according 
rcumstances,  and  cannot  properly  be  performed, 
remain  entirely  uninformed  in  these  matters, 
he  understanding  of  the  times,  however,  which  19 
ssary  for  ministers  or  private  christians,  does  not 
dy  relate  to  political  questions:  to  be  weU  acquamt* 
^ith  the  instructions  of  the  holy  Scriptures  conoem* 
[>od's  providential  government  of  the  world  and 
e  church,  and  to  know  how  to  apply  them  to 
Is  which  take  place  around  us,  is  sufficient*  Thus 
liall  be  enabled  to  form  a  judgment,  from  what 
have  done,  or  are  attempting,  concerning  what 
uord  is  doing  or  about  to  do;  and  to  determine, 
L  his  word,  the  special  duties  to  which  he  calls  U9 
ir  several  places. 

his  knowledge  is  recommended  in  the  Scriptures, 
the  want  of  it  is  severely  reproved. — Thus  Isaiah 
,  **  In  that  day  did  the  Lord  of  Hosts  call  to 
eeping,  and  to  mourning,  and  to  baldness,  and  to 
rding  with  sackcloth:  and  behold  joy  and  gladness, 
lying  oxen  and  killing  sheep,  eating  flesh  and 
•inking  wine.  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow 
c  shall  die!  And  it  was  revealed  in  mine  ears  by 
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^*  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  Surely  this  iniquity  shall  not  be 
"  purged  from  you,  till  you  die."*  And  Micah 
speaks  to  the  same  effect,  **  The  Lord's  voice  crieth 
^*  unto  the  city,  and  the  man  of  wisdom  shall  see  thf 
**  name;  hear  ye  the  rod,  and  who  hath  appomted 

Our  Lord,  reproving  the  Jews  for  their  unbelief^  thus 
addresses  them — ^^  Yehypocrites,  yecan discern  the&oc 
of  the  sky;  but  can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  die 
times?"]:  And  in  predicting  the  siege  and  destructiOQ 
of  Jerusalem,  he  particularly  describes  the  signs  of  those 
times,  and  emphatically  adds, '  ^  Let  him  that  readetb,  un- 
'^  derstand."  Thushe  plainly  declares,  that  the  wisdom, 
duty,  safety,  and  comfort,  of  his  disciples,  were  inie* 
parably  connected  with  an  attentive  observation  and 
an  accurate  judgment,  in  respect  of  the  events  which 
would  take  place  in  the  world. — It  is  indeed  allowed 
that  the  primitive  christians  were  in  very  different  cir. 
cumstances  than  we  are:  yet  it  must  also  be  granted 
that,  in  many  respects,  we  can  neither  know  nor  do  our 
duty,  without  adverting  to  the  state  of  the  church  and 
the  nation,  and  forming  a  decided  opinion  on  the  dan- 
gers which  threaten,  and  the  evils  which  weaken  and 
corrupt,  both  the  one  and  the  other.   Without  some 
measure  of  this  understanding  of  the  times,  we  sbaD 
be  at  a  loss  to  determine,  whether  we  are  called  to  wiit 
in  quiet  submission,  knowing  that  "  our  strength  is  to 
"  sit  still,"  or  to  engage  in  active  services:  and  wh^ 


•  Is.  xxii.  12— U.  t  Mic.  vi.  9, 

I  Matt.  xvi.  S.  Luke  xii.  56,  57. 
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ther  mourning  and  fasting,  or  joyful  praise  and  thanks- 
giving, be  the  business  of  the  day. 

Indeed  in  perilous  and  disastrous  times,  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  we  should  know  the  source  and 
origin  of  the  evils,  which  alarm  and  distress  us,  and 
the  way  in  which  they  may  best  be  counteracted;  in 
order  that  our  exertions  may  be  made,  and  our  sup- 
plications presented,  in  the  manner  most  suitable  to  the 
emergency. 

This  kind  of  knowledge  and  discernment  is  espe* 
dally  needful  and  useful  to  ministers  of  tlie  gospel:  for 
though  it  must  be  acquired  by  a  careful  observation 
of  Providence,  compared  with  the  Scriptures;  yet  the 
bulk  of  christians  are  generally  led  into  it  by  means  of 
their  pastors.  No  doubt  there  are  very  numerous  ex- 
ceptions: yet  ministers  possess  a  variety  of  advantages, 
above  most  in  their  several  congregations,  for  obtain- 
ing information,  and  coming  to  a  settled  judgment  on 
the  aspect  of  publick  affairs;  and  if  they  do  not  give  a 
right  direction  to  the  thoughts  and  opinions  of  the 
people,  others  may  probably  mislead  them;  or  at  best, 
many  even  of  the  more  conscientious  will  either 
wholly  neglect,  or  very  slightly  attend  to,  the  special 
duties  of  the  times. 

It  must  therefore  be  incumbent  on  the  ministers  of 
religion  to  look  about  them,  to  observe  what  Ts  pass- 
Jhg  in  the  world,  to  mark  the  signs  of  the  times^  and 

watchmen  to  warn  the  people  of  approaching  dan- 

:  not  in  order  to  engage  them  in  political  discus- 
,  but  to  excite  them  to  perform  their  several  du« 

,  according  to  the  emergency  of  the  case. 
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It  may  be  supposed,  that  few  well-informed  persons 
will  deny,  that  the  present  times  wear  a  most  extraor- 
dinary appearance.  They  have  in  fact  called  forth  the 
energies  and  activity  of  men,  to  a  degree  almost  un- 
paralleled  in  history:  and  after  every  abatement  for  the 
feelinj^  of  the  persons  more  immediately  concemed, 
we  can  scarcely  doubt,  but  that  distant  countries  and 
remote  posterity  must  deem  them  peculiarly  disastrous 
and  dreadful. 

The  Christianity,  most  prevalent  through  the  great- 
est part  of  Europe  for  ages  past,  has  unquestionably 
been  very  corrupt,  both  in  principle  and  practice;  and 
it  has  been  rendered  subservient  to  the  base  dcngns 
of  wicked  men:  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  arbitmy 
power,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  has  oppressed^ast  mul- 
titudes, and  introduced  grievances  which  loudly  calkd 
for  redress.  But  the  speculations  of  men,  arrogating 
to  themselves  the  title  of  philosophers,  concerning 
both  religion  and  government,  under  pretence  of  re- 
medyiiig  these  evils,  have  led  by  direct  consequence 
to  infidelity  and  anarchy:  and  these  speculations  having 
been,  for  a  considerable  time,  secretly  propagated, 
with  profound  sagacity,  ardent  zeal,  and  unwearied 
perseverance,  at  length  produced  such  convulsions,  as 
iiciircely  e\  er  shook  the  world  in  former  ages. 

The  impetuosity  with  which  the  revolution  in  France 
was  effected;  the  atrocities  attending  it;  the  vast  pro- 
jects of  the  leaders;  the  inimei>se  resources  of  that 
powerful  country;  the  peculiar  concurrence  of  events, 
which  rendered  national  bankruptcy  a  source  of  al- 
most inexhaustible  wealth,  by  giving  occasion  to  the 
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seizure  of  the  whole  property  of  vast  multitudes  at 
home  and  abroad;  the  astonishing  success  of  schemes 
at  first  deemed  rash  and  chimerical;  the  revolutions 
that  have  followed  in  other  countries;  the  accumulat- 
ing force  of  the  impetuous  torrent;  and  the  threaten- 
ing aspect  of  these  stupendous  events  on  the  constitu- 

s  lion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  other  nations,  and  on  the 
property  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants,  have  caused  and 
must  cause  many  and  just  alarms. 

But  the  interests  of  religion  should  most  engage  our 
attention:  and  here  we  may  assert  without  exaggera- 
tion, that  the  subversion  of  Christianity,  as  well  as  of 
popery  and  supersti/ion,  has  been  tlie  express  and  set- 
tled purpose  of  many  agents  in  these  convulsions,  and 
the  genuine  tendency  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
others,  who  perhaps  had  no  such  intention.  ' 

It  is  undeniable,  that  many  late  events  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  accomplishing  the  prophecies  concerning 
the  destruction  of  Antichrist:  and  here  it  seems  to  be 
our  duty  to  be  stiil,  and  to  wait  till  it  be  manifest  what 
God  is  about  to  do.  We  cannot  rejoice  to  see  infidc- 
Bty  and  atheism  supplant  even  corrupted  Christianity, 
considering  this  event  as  detached  from  its  future  con- 
sequences: but  can  we  consistently  regret  the  removal 
in  afny  degree  of  that  permanent  mountainous  obstnic- 
tion  to  the  spread  of  the  pure  religion  of  Jesus,  except 
as  it  involves  many  other  lamentable  transactions? — 
We  should  however,  pray  to  God,  that  he  would 
speedily  terminate  the  dominion  of  the  destroyers,  and 
id  forth  those  who  may  plant  genuine  Christianity  in 
regions  which  they  have  ravaged:  and  we  ought 

"•o  sympathize  with  the  sufferers  of  every  description; 
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and  afford  them  our  help,  as  far  as  we  cati,  without 
sanctioning  their  pernicious  tenets,  or  partaking  of 
their  evil  deeds. 

But  while  we  contemplate  the  distant  storm,  or  make 
observations  on  the  earthquakes  which  convulse  other 
regions;  we  must  also  feel  for  ourselves;  for  the  peace 
and  security  of  Britain^  and  for  the  interests  of  diris- 
tianity  among  us.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  our^  in- 
sular situation,  our  resources,  our  national  spirit,  our 
constitution,  or  the  measures  adopted  by  our  rulers; 
or  whatever  may  appear  probable  according  to  the  ge- 
neral course  of  human  affairs:  we  must  still  remember, 
that  **  Vain  is  the  help  of  man,"  and  that»  *' Except 
<'  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  but 
*'  in  vain," 

But  further,  however  favourably  we  may  think  con- 
cerning the  religion  of  our  country^  as  it  is  delineated 
in  the  authorized  books  of  the  established  church,  or 
in  the  creeds  and  confessions  of  a  large  body  among 
the  dissenters;  or  concerning  the  prevalence  of  the  gos- 
pel in  the  land:  yet  he  who  impartially  compares^/^ 
with  the  Btble^  and  contrasts  our  national  advantages 
with  our  national  character,  will  by  no  means  on  this 
ground  be  sanguine  in  his  expectations,  as  to  the  event 
of  our  present  dangers.  Nay,  rather  he  will  almost  be  \ 
ready  to  think  he  hears  the  alarming  enquiry,  "  Shall 
"  not  I  visit  for  these  things?  saith  the  Lord;  and 
**  shall  not  my  soul  be  avenged  on  such  a  nation  as 
''  this?'' 

The  more  therefore  serious  persons  value  our  civil 
and  religious  privileges,  the  greater  in  this  view  will 
be  their  apprehensions,  on  attentively  considering  the 
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Signs  of  the  times:  and  the  deeper  their  conviction, 
that  the  Lord  might  justly  give  us  up  into  the  hands 
of  our.^nraged  enemies.  On  whatever  side  we  turn 
our.  eyes,  we  must  witness  such  atrocious  crimes,  as 
tend  to  dismay  our  hearts,  more  than  all  the  menaces 
.  of  our  haughty  assailants:^  and  we  can  find  nothing 
suited  to  relieve  our  terrors,  except  we  advert  to  the 
remnant  of  real  Christians  scattered  through  the  land* 
lii  subordination  to  the  Lord's  infinite  mercies,  our 
hope  of  preservation  rests  on  this  company,  and 
on  their  supplications  and  exertions:  and  this  consi- 
deration leads  us  anxiously  to  enquire,  ^  What  can  be 
done  to  stir  up  this  whole  remnant,  to  attend  as  with 
one  soul,  r^ardless  of  party-distinction^,  to  the  alarm- 
ing signs  and  important  duties  of  the  times?  ^d  what 
individual  or  collective  efibrts  may  be  made, -to  in- 
crease the  number  of  those  who  are  indeed  the  cha- 
riots and  horsemen  of  the  nation?*  - 

Some  ministers  in  the  metropolis,  having  frequently 
•    conferred  together  on  this  subject,  at  length  delibe- 
\  rately  entered  into  a  consultation  on  the  best  methods 
;    of  accomplishing  these  desirable  ends,  in  their  several 
situations,  and  by  tlieir  combined  endeavours.     It 
was  very  obvious,  that  prayer  for  the  t:hurch  and  na- 
'    tion  was  peculiarly  seasonable  and  obligatory;  and  we 
unanimously  determined,  that,  by  the  help  of  God,  we 
would  ourselves  attend  to  it,  in  the  closet,  in  the  fa- 
mily,  and  on  every  proper  occasion;  and  that  we  would 
earnestly  recommend  the  same  to  our  several  congre- 
gations; exhorting  them  to  join  their  supplications  for 
die  land,  and  to  those  of  their  brethren,  on  every  day, 
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but  especially  to. make  this  topick  a  promineut  part  of 
tlieir  devotioos  on  the  Lord's-day-evening,  both  in 
their  families  and  in  private. 

These  considerations,  however,  did  pot  rest  here; 
but  produced  a  general  conviction,  that  the  present 
emergency  called  us  and  our  people  to  other  duties 
likewise,  and  that  it  would  be  very  useful  for  us  par- 
ticularly to  examine  the  subject.  This  appeared  the 
more  seasonable,  x^'hen  we  reflected,  that  numbers, 
aware  of  the  evil  of  political  discussions  from  the  pul- 
pit, and  of  rendering  religious  ordinances  subservient 
to  the  gratification  of  men's  pas^ons  and  prejudices; 
are  ready  to  conclude  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  state  of  publick  affairs,  or,  in  other  words,  that, 
in  this  respect  we  have  actually  no  duties  at  all!  while 
others  seem  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  no  one,  who 
differs  from  them  in  political  sentiment,  can  possibly 
l)c  influenced  by  religious  principles. 

It  was  therefore  agreed  among  a  few  friends,  that  a 
sermon  should  be  preached  weekly^  on  the  usual  lec- 
ture-day and  hour,  in  our  several  churches  and  chapels 
by  rotation,  on  the  signs  and  duties  of  the  timeSy  by 
some  other  of  the  company  than  the  stated  pastor;  and 
that  other  ministers  of  the  established  church  should 
be  invited  to  join  us,  by  giving  their  pulpits,  and  em- 
ploying their  labours,  in  the  same  cause* 

This  was  begun  about  a  year  ago,  and  is  still  con- 
tinued with  considerable  encouragement;  and  as  ivc 
greatly  desire  to  unite  our  brethren,  throughout  the 
land,  in  similar  measures;  we  have  at  length  deter- 
mined to  publish  an  account  of  our  designs;  both  in 
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order  to  excite  attention,  to  prevent  misapprehension,  to 
obviate  prejudice,  and  to  stimulate  others  to  imitate 
us,  as  far  as  our  conduct  is  judged  to  accord  with  the 
principles  of  sacred  Scripture. 

We  would  therefore  propose  our  sentiments  on  the 
following  subjects  to  the  candid  attention  of  pious 
Christians,  however   distinguished,  in  eveiy  part  of 
rGrmt  Britain.  ^ 

I.  The  duty  of  intercession  for  the  nation  and  for 
the  church,  in  seasons  of  danger  and  distress* 

II.  The  nature  and^cial  objects  of  those  prayers, 
which  may  Jbc  supposed  availing  on  such  oc- 
casions. 

III.  The  pre  valency  of  acceptable  prayer,  accor* 
ding  to  the  Scriptures. 

IV.  And  lastly,  The  other  duties  which  are  in- 
cumbent on  us,  along  with  our  prayers,  in  the 
present  emergency. 

I,   The  duty  of  intercession  for  the  nation  and  for 
the  church,  in  seasons  of  danger  and  distress. 

If  we  could  conceive  a  number  of  Christians  so  cir- 

cumstanced,  that  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  in  whicii 

they  resided,  had  not  the  least  discoverable  connexion 

with  the  interests  of  religion,  it  would  yet,  according 

to  the  Scriptures,  be  their  duty  to  pray  for  the  i>eace 

of  the  land,  more  especially  if  they  were  protected  and 

enjoyed  peace  in  it.  The  captive  Jews  at  Babylon  were 

grie\'Ously  oppressed  by  their  haughty  conquerors,  and 

exposed  to  persecution  on  account  of  their  religion: 
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but  as  it  ^vas  the  will  of  God  thqr  ^oald  sojourn  there 
for  a  season,  they  were  required,  not  only  to  ^*  seek 
'*  the  peace  of  the  city,"  by  submission  to  the  rulers 
in  all  things  lawful,  and  by  a  quiet  and  inoffensive  de- 
portment; but  also,  to  **  pray  to  the  Lorb  for  it:*'* 
and  the  false  prophets,  who  inculcated  contrary  prin- 
ciples, were  severely  rebuked.  Surely  then  it  must  be 
incumbent  on  us,  who  enjoy  as  much  liberty  and  as 
many  privileges,  as  perhaps  any  nation  ever  did  for  a 
length  of  time,  to  seek  and  pray  for  the  peace  and  pro- 
tection of  our  country! 

It  may  perhaps  be  objected,  that  when  the  seventy 
years  of  captivity  were  about  to  expire,  and  Cyrus, 
the  predicted  deliverer  of  uhe  Jews,  approached  Baby- 
lon; it  could  not  be  their  duty  to  jH^y  for  the  success 
of  Belshazzar  against  him.  We  may,  however,  derive 
instruction  from  the  very  silence  of  Scripture:  for  it  is 
no  ^vhere  intimated  that  the  Jews  were  directed  to  alter 
their  conduct  on  this  emergency,  or  that  they  actually 
did  alter  it.  The  more  intelligent  indeed  must  have 
been  sensible,  that  a  revolution  was  at  hand:  but  the 
Lord  seemed  to  say,  "Be  still  and  know  that  lam  God:" 
**  Stand  still,  and  ye  shall  see  the  salvation  of  God." 
They  were  not  called  to  take  any  active  part  in  those 
transactions:  and  the  taily  pious  remnant  among  them 
would  doubtless  pray  particularly  for  the  restoration  of 
Jerusalem,  with  the  temple  and  its  sacred  worship,  ami 
for  the  deliverance  of  the  nation  from  captivity:  and 
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fwobabiy  in  other  respects  they  would  be  niore  general^ 
as  leaving  the  Lord  to  accoII^]|iish  his  ward  id  that 
manner  which  seemed  good  in  his  sight. 

It  may  however,  be  further  observed,  that  no  peo^de 
tan  possibly  know  thecnselves  to  be  in  ezacdy  similar 
circumstances.  The  fulfilment  of  prophecies  is  not  at 
present  so  distinctly  marked  by  notes  of  dme  and  place^ 
as  to  enable  the  most  discerning  to  know  precisely 
when  any  great  event  may  be  expected.  Nor  have  we 
a  prophetical  name  given  us,  by  which  we  may  dis- 
cover any  distinguished  instrument  in  the  work,  as  thd 
jicws  might  know  Cyrus  with  his  army  of  Medes  and 
Peraans.  It  is  therefiore  most  evidently  the  duty  o£ 
e  veiy  christian,  wherever  situated,  to  pmy  for  the  peace 
of  the  land  according  to  the  general  tenour  of  Scrip. 
Aire;  and  ^inst  the  horrors  of  invasion,  carnage,  and 
desolation.  The  Lord  indeed  may  see  good  to  grant 
die  spirit  of  such  requests,  in  a  manner  that  does 
not  accord  to  the  letter  of  them:  as  when  we  intercede 
for  the  health  or  life  of  a  beloved  relative,  the  prayer 
voBty  be  accepted,  and  answered  in  the  best  manner, 
while  the  special  object  is  not  granted.  And  in  bath 
cases  we  may  afterwards  discem.and  adore  the  wisdom, 
fiutMulness,  and  love  of  God  in  the  very  dispensadon, 
from  wUch  we  had  previously  shrunk  with  dread  aid 
•version. 

-  If  indeed  the  present  events  be  intended  to  pre« 
pare  the  way  for  the  destruction  of  the  Roman  Anti* 
ehrist,  we  are  still  incompetent  to  determine  what  de^ 
gree  of  devastation  must  attend  that  great  catastrophe. 

Vol.  II.  3  P 
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or  how  far  the  shock  must  be  felt.  We  may  therefore 
very  consistently  beseech  the  Lordj  to  termioate  those 
awful  judgments,  which  have  for  several  years  convul- 
sed Europe;  and  to  silence  the  blasphemies  of  infidels 
and  atheists,  that  their  detestable  tenets  may  not  per- 
manently succeed  to  the  idolatrous  superstitions  aiid 
d^usions  of  popery.  But  especially  we  should  with  all 
earnestness  present  our  supplications  to  almighty  God, 
intreating  him  to  avert  these  tremendous  calamities 
from  our  native  country:  for  whatever  be|[the  crimes  pf 
Britain^iit  can  scarcely  be  supposed,  we  are  so  iufrcted 
with  tlie  leaven  of  papal  antichristianity,  that  nothii^ 
but  revolutions  and  massacres  can  extirpate  it.  On  the 
contrary,  there  seems  a  ground  of  hope,  that  in  this 
respect  we  shall  be  exempted  from  the  more  desolating 
judgments,  which  we  have  reason  to  think  will  attend 
those  predicted  events:  especially  if  with  one  consent 
we  beseech  God  to  "  pour  out  upon  us  his  spirit  from 
'^  on  high;"  that  our  Jaith,  worship,  and  character, 
may  better  accord  to  our  advantages  and  profession. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  designs  of  Providence, 
we  must  not  neglect  any  duty;  for  the  commands  of 
God,  (not  his  decrees,  predictions,  or  dispensations,) 
are  the  rule  of  our  conduct.  Now  it  is  his  command, 
that "  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and  giving 
*'  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men;  for  kings  and  for  all 
''  that  are  in  autliority,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  and 
*'  peaceable  life,  in  all  godliness  and  honesty."*  As 
this  was  the  duty  of  Christians,  when  living  under 

•  Tim.  ii.  1,  2, 
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pagan  persecuting  emperors;  when  the  prosperity  of 
the  govemipent  might  have  been  considered  as  inimi- 
cal to  the  peace  of  the  church;  we  may  doubtless  con- 
clude that  it  must  be  the  duty  of  every  inhabitant  of 
(Great  Britain. 

But  if  a  passenger  be  bound  to  pray  for  the  safety  of 
the  vessel  in  which  he  sails,  and  For  all  those  on  board; 
he  certainly  ought  to  redouble  his  fervency  and  im- 
portunity during  a  tremendous  storm,  or  when  the 
ship  is  in  imminent  danger  of  being  wrecked.  This 
is  not  the  time  for  idle  disputes,  concerning  the  pre- 
vious conduct  of  the  master,  the  pilot,  or  the  seamen; 
for  this,  in  such  an  emergency,  would  be  little  short 
of  madness,  especially  in  persons  unskilled  in  naviga- 
tion. The  circumstances  of  the  vessel  demand  impe- 
riously that  all  who  are  capable  of  labouring,  should 
labour,  and  that  all  who  can  piay,  should  arise  and 
'*  call  upon  God;  if  so  be  God  ma^l^'diink  upon  them, 
**  that  they  may  not  perish."*  In  a  similar  situation, 
Paul,  duringhis  voyagetoRome  asa  prisoner,  prayed 
and  prevailed;  and  the  LfOrd  **  gave  him  all  that  sailed 
"  with  him."  Yet  Paul  not  only  imagined,  but  was 
sure,  that  the  persons  concerned  had  acted  improperly; 
and,  by  rejecting  salutary  advice,  had  involved  them^- 
selves  and  the  whole  company  in  the  most  extreme 
danger. 

If  then  our  country  is  indeed  threatened  with  inva- 
sion  by  a  fierce  and  indignant  foe,  who-  has  already 
spread  devastation  through  a  vast  part  of  Europe,  and 

•  Jon.  i.  6, 
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is  at  present  attempting  to  convulse  both  Asia,  Africs, 
and  America:  if  we  have  had,  and  still  have,  reason  to 
dread  domestick  insurrections:  if  our  sister-kingdora 
has  been  rendered  a  scene  of  bloodshed  and  confusion, 
and  is  in  danger  of  still  more  dire  calamitiea,  whilst 
its  vicinity  may  well  increase  our  alarm,  as  well  as  ex- 
cite our  sympathy:  if  we  have  been  preserved  beyond 
expectation,  by  most  extraordinary  providential  inter'^ 
positions  in  our  &vour:  if  besieged,  pliuniered,  or 
burning  cities  and  towns;  deserted  and  desolated  fields 
wd  villages;  slaughtered  or  violated  relatives;  assassi- 
nations, massacres,  and  scenes,  the  distant  leport  of 
which  has  chilled  our  hearts  and  made  our  ears  to 
tingle,  are  to  be  deprecated;  if  any  thing  in  our  con- 
stitution, laws,  liberties,  riational  independence^  pencc^ 
and  prosperity,  be  worth  preservation:  and  if  there  be 
any  thing  dreadful  in  the  murder,  imprisoaiuent,  or 
banishment  of  all  those  in  the  land,  who  have  on  any 
accQiinty  been  distinguished  characters;  in  the  riot, 
plunder,  and  atrocities  atteixliog  publick  convulsions; 
or  in  the  ruin  of  our  commerce  and  manufactures:  we 
m^y  then  confidently  maintain,  that  we  are  bound  by 
every  obligation  to  unite  our  ceaseless  prayers  in  behalf 
of  our  country.  For  whatever  may  be  pretended  or 
argued,  as  far  as  human  foresight  can  reach,  it  is  indu- 
bitable that  all  these  calamities  and  many  others,  await 
us,  in  case  our  enemies  should  prevail,  in  this  tremen- 
dous contest. 

But  if  prayer  for  the  land  be  our  undeniable  duty, 
surely  few  words  may  suffice  to  convince  everj-  pious 
person  that  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  unite  in  supplica- 
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tion  fcMT  ^'  the  church  of  Grod  whicli  ia  among  u&'' 

We  would  not  ao  iar  forget  ourselveSt  as  to  launch  out 

JO  invective  against  our  enemies;  but  who  can  help 

ficeiog;  that  could  they  accomplish  their  avowed  pur« 

posess  they  would  not  only  overturn  our  national  estab^ 

lishment,  but  likewise  abolish  our  sabbaths,  and^  adopt 

measures  subversive  of  Christianity  itseh?  On  former 

occasions,  Britons,  in  pleading  for  the  land,  have  been 

accustomed  to  consider  the  protestant  interest  as  the 

caixse  of  God,  aild  as  endangered  by  the  machinations 

fSaid  assaults  of  papal  powers:  but  is  vital  Christianity 

at  thb  time  less  exposed  from  the  eflforts  of  our  pre- 

aenl  enraged  enemies?  *^  Let  no  man,"  brethren,  '*  de^ 

'^  cdve  you  with  vain  words:"  not  only  our  outward 

advnfages,  but  our  relig^n  itself  is  at  stake;  and  it 

tberefibre  behoves  us  to  beiseech  the  Lord,  that  he 

would,  in  these  troublesome  times,  '^buiUthe  walls,'^ 

and  secure  the  peace  ^'  of  Jerusalem."  Surely  no  situa^ 

tion,  no  peculiarity  of  sentiment,  no  distinction  of  any 

sort,  should  indbpose  any  pious  person,  in.  these  cir* 

cumstances  of  extreme  danger,  to  johi  the  prayers  of 

his  bretliren  f<»r  those  interests,  which  ought  Id  be 

dearer  to  us,  than  property,  or  liberty,  or  life  itself. 

We  should  therefore,  beyond  all  dispute,  in  pub* 
lick,  and  social,  and  private  worship,  continually  and 
Servently  beseech  the  Lord,  not  to  permit  his  cause  in 
our  land  to  be  run  down,  his  sabbaths  to  be  abolished, 
his  sanctuaries  profaned,  his  ministers  silenced  or  ba-* 
aisbed,  his  ordinances  inlubited  or  restricted,  or  his 
vord  sunk  into  neglect  and  contempt*,  He  might  most 
jusdy  permit  all  these  evils,  attended  by  other  dread- 
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ful  calamities,  to  come  upon  us;  and  he  could  easily 
render  his  gospel  triumphant  in  other  places,  should 
this  favoured  land  be  left  in  total  darkness:  but  we  maj 
beseech  him  to  *^  work  for  his  own  name's  sake,  that 
**  it  should  not  be  polluted  among  the  heathen." — 
This,  however,  leads  us  to  consider, 

II.  The  nature  and  special  objects  of  those  prayers, 
which  may  be  supposed  availing  on  such  occasicms. 

*^  The  efiectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
**  availeth  much."*  But  of  our  whole  fallen  race, 
"  There  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one,''  except  by 
the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  the  gnu:c 
of  the  gospeU 

We  ought  not  indeed  to  undervalue  the  puUkk  ho- 
nour put  on  God  and  religion,  by  the  observance  of 
days  set  apart  for  fasting  and  prayer,  through  the  whole 
nation:  yet  we  must  maintain,  that  the  remnant  of  pe- 
nitent believers  are  the  only  persons,  whose  interces- 
sions for  the  land  can  properly  be  considered  as  eflfec- 
tual  and  prevailing:  and  their  prayers  should  not  be  re- 
stricted to  any  season,  but  ascend  ince$sant]y  before 
the  throne  of  grace.    Provided  this  were  indeed  the 
case,  though  we  must  lament,  that  so  few  in  compa- 
rison attend  in  a  suitable  manner  on  these  occasional 
services,  yet  we  need  not  be  discouraged,  Alas!  this  has 
always,  in  great  measure,  been  the  case,  even  in  times 
of  peculiar  reformation;  as  we  shall  readily  perceive, 
by  comparing  tlie  records  of  the  most  pious  kings  of 

•  Jam.  V.  16, 
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Judahy'With  the  testimony  of  the  contemporary  pro- 
phets, concerning  the  national  character  of  the  Jews. 

We  must,  however,  remember,  that  all  the  prayers, 
even  of  tliis  faithful  remnant,  are  not  alike  acceptable^ 
and  prevailing.  When  James  and  John  had  presented 
a  request  to  tiie  Lord  Jesus,  he  replied,  **  Ye  know 
^*  not  what  ye  ask."  And  when  they  wanted  permb- 
aion  to  ^*  command  fire  from  heaven  to  consume"  the 
Samaritans;  he  rebuked  them,  saying,  ^'  Ye  know  not 
^*  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of."  Even  Elijah  once 
impatiendy  requested  to  die:  yet  he  **  ^vas  translated 
*^  that  he  should  not  see  death."  And  on  the  other 
hand,  the  repeated  and  most  earnest  intreaty  of  Mo- 
ses,  that  he  might  enter  the  promised  land,  was  finally 
refused.  Yet  what  righteous  men  ever  prayed  more 
effixtually  and  prevalendy  than  they  did  on  other  oc« 
casians? 

It  is  therefore  of  great  importance  for  us  to  under* 

ftlandy  with  accuracy,  the  nature  and  special  objects 

of  that  prayer,  which  powerfully  and  certainly  prevails: 

and  while  this  is  stated,  according  to  the  oracles  of 

God,  some  objections,  which  are  groundlessly  advanced 

nay  likewise  be  obviated* 

,         When  the  apostle  speaks  of  "  the  effectual  fervent 

^    *•  prayer  of  a  righteous  man,"  he  is  supposed  by  se- 

>    vcral  expositors  to  intend  the  pow  erful  suggestions  of 

A  ^  Hdy  Spirit  to  the  minds  of  the  prophets,  by  which 

>^:^ktf  were  inwardly  moved  to  ask,  with  confidence 

earnestness,  the  miraculous  interposition  of  God, 

particular  occasions,  in  support  of  their  testimony: 

the  prayer  of  Elijah,  by  which  he  illustrates  the 
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subject,  xvzu  certainly  of  this  kind.  Yet  this  would 
never  ha^^  been  proposed  as  an  example  and  encour- 
l^ment  to  believers  in  general,  if  there  had  not  been. 
something  of  a  similar  nature  in  their  acceptaUe  pray* 
ers.  Through  our  heavenly  Advocate  *^  we  all  have 
"  access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Fathcn"  for  "  the  Spi- 
'*  rit  helpeth  our  infirmities:"  and  thus  we  pray  m  or 
iy  the  Spirit  In  order  therefore  that  our  supplications 
may  be  accepted  and  answered,  they  must  be  dictated 
to  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

But  how  shall  we  know  this? — ^We  camiot  distin* 
guish  between  the  acting  of  our  own  minds  and  the 
effect  of  divine  influences,  except  by  considering  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  our  desires  and  expectations: 
but  we  may  conclude,  safely  and  without'  bcsitatkxiy 
that  every  prayer,  which  accords  to  the  Scriptures,  is 
presented  by  tlie  teaching  and  assistance  of  the  Hoijr 
Spirit.  We  may  premise,  therefore,  that  no  formal 
lifeless  prayer,  the  language  of  the  lips  without  anj 
corresponding  aflfections  or  emotions  of  the  heart,  can 
accord  with  the  lioly  Scriptures:  but  supposing  that 
we  earnestly  desire  some  real  or  imagined  good,  and 
fervently  and  importunately  intreat  the  Lord  to  bestow 
it  upon  us;  we  have  only  to  enquire,  whether  the  m<h 
true  and  object  of  such  desire  be  scriptural^  ia  older 
to  determine  the  question  before  us. 

To  instance  in  some  particulars:  We  may  enq[Ujrei 
Whether  the  supposed  good,  which  we  are  eamesiif 
seeking,  be  expressly  promised  in  the  word  of  Godf  Cm 
we  present  our  prayer,  and  pour  out  our  hearts^  in  dM 
language  of  the  promises?  Do  we  understand  ifaen  i 
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heir  genuine  import?  And  do  we  seek  the  fulfilment 
if  them  in  the  due  order  and  manner? 

Again:  Do  our  supplications  and  requests  accord  to 
be  precepts  of  the  holy  law  of  our  God,  and  to  the 
pirit  of  the  blessed  gospel?  And  are  they  dictated  by 
bat  lave  to  God  and  man,  which  the  whole  Scripture 
nculcates?  The  prayers  which  are  presented  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  uniformly  of  this 
:ind;  for  **  his  fruit  is  in  all  goodness,  and  righteous- 
^  ness,and  truth.'' 

This  consideration  ought  particularly  to  be  attended 
9,  in  our  intercession  for  the  church  and  nation:  for 
1^  cannot  expect  to  prevail  in  these  prayers,  except 
ire  cultivate  a  compassionate,  for^ving,  and  loving 
[Wit  towards  our  enemies,  which  no  crimes  or  inju- 
ies.can  overcome  or  weary  out;  as  well  as  an  expan* 
ive  benevolence  for  the  whole  hutHan  race.  We  should 
le  peculiarly  desirous  of  being  preserved,  if  it  be  the 
rill  of  God,  in  the  manner  which  is  most  conducive  to 
he  general  good  of  mankind,  and  in  particular  to  thaf 
i  the  nation  with  which  we  are  now  at  war«  In  this 
e^ct  we  have  need,*  very  diligently  and  jealously,  to 
vatch  over  our  own  hearts;  lest  any  leaven  of  resent- 
neot,  or  desire  of  aggrandisement,  wealth,  or  prospe- 
ity,  should  pollute  our  prayers,  and  defeat  the  end  of 
hem.  For  these  things  must  certainly  come  from  our 
mil  spirit,  and  not  from  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  love. 

A  due  regard  to  Providence  is  another  mark,  by 
rinch  acceptable  prayer  may  be  distinguished.  We 
hould  enquire  therefore,  whether  we  desire  to  ac- 
knovrie^^  the  hand  of  God,  to  submit  to  and  adore 

Voi^.  II.  .3  ,Q 
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his  justice,  and  to  thank  him  for  his  mercies,  inalitbr 
events  and  change^  which  we  witness  and  experience? 
Whether  we  expect  protection  and  success  from  him 
alonc^,  whatever  instruments  or  means  are  employed? 
And  whether  we  are  prepared  to  give  him  all  the  glo- 
ry?— The  subordination  likewise  of  all  temporal  con- 
cerns to  the  good  of  our  immortal  souls,  and  the  best 
interests  of  mankind;  and  the  desire  of  being  protect* 
ed,  and  assisted,  in  order  that  we  may  usefully  fill  up 
our  stations  in  the  church  and  in  the  community  widi 
a  contented  mind,  and  without  '^  seeking  great  things 
**  for  ourselves,'*  are  implied  in  this  regard  to  Provi- 
dence.  The  prayers,  which  spring  from  this  happy 
frame  of  mind,  are  doubtless  dictated  by  **  the  Spiiit 
*^  of  grace  and  supplication."  Thus  Solomon  prayed 
for  wisdom,  that  he  might  be  qualified  to  govern  in  a 
suitable  manner  the  kingdom  to  which  God  had  ad- 
vanced him;  but  he  offered  no  petition  for  "  long  life, 
''  riches,  or  the  life  of  his  enemies:"  and  if  his  lot  had 
been  cast  in  a  humbler  station,  the  same  views  and  de- 
sires w  ould  have  influenced  him  to  request  grace  suf- 
ficient to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  it,  in 
a  manner  honourable  to  God  and  profitable  to  his  bre- 
thren; and  not  to  have  sought  advancement  to  a  higher 
rank  in  life.  But  if  discontent,  impatience,  ambitioD> 
or  avarice  dictate  our  supplications,  the  Lord  raaygn- 
ciously  pardon  them,  but  he  will  by  no  means  accept 
or  answer  them. 

The  prayers,  offered  under  the  influence  of  the  A* 
vine  Spirit,  will  also  be  accompanied  with  correspooi 
cnt  exertions  in  the  use  of  all  proper  means,  in  ordef 
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>tain  the  blessings  we  desire.  For  instance;  he, 
prays  aright  for  the  conversion  and  salvation  of 
ihiidren,  is  sedulous  in  giving  them  pious  instruc- 
;;  careful  in  setting  them  a  good  example,  punc- 
in  bringing  them  under  the  means  of  grace,  and 
hful  in  keeping  them  out  of  tlie  way  of  temptation^ 
i  Abraham  *^  he  commands  his  children  and  his 
lusehold  after  him,  that  they  may  keep  the  way  of 
^XiOrd:''  and  worldly  motives  do  not  induce  him 
ace  them  at  a  distance  from  the  ordinances  of  God, 
I  the  midst  of  bad  examples  and  ensnaring  allure- 
ts- 

hus  our  prayers,  if  spiritual,  will  influence  our 
luct  in  every  particular;  and  the  same  fervent  de- 

which  dictates  the  petition,  will  stimulate  the  en- 
our.  That  effectual  fervent  prayer  especially-, 
h  we  are  now  called  on  to  presentinbehalf  of  the 
ch  and  nation,  should  be  connected  with  a  stetdy 
tion,  in  our  several  places,  to  accomplish  the  ge* 
1  and  particular  objects  of  our  supplications, 
he  holy  Scriptures  further  teach  us,  that  all  those, 

in  former  ages  prayed  with  the  greatest  accep- 
t  and  success,  had  an  especial  regard  to  the  glory 
Irod  in  their  requests,  and  were  ready  to  subordi- 

every  other  interest  to  this  grand  concern ;  re- 
ting  personal  and  national  deliverance  and  protec- 

in  order  that  God  might  be  honoured  in  the  open 
'  of  mankind,  by  his  interpositions  in  behalf  of  his 
shippers.  And  this,  in  every  possible  case,  fiir- 
^d  them  with  a  never-failing  plea.  Thus  Moses, 
ua,  David,  Daniel,  Nehemiah,  and  many  others, 
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supplicated  the  Lord  for  Israel,  beseeching  him  todlS 
liver  them  *^  for  his  name's  sake,  that  it  should  mtt  bfi 
^^  polluted  among  the  heathen:^'  and  that  *'  all  the  flDb 
'*  tions  of  the  earth  might  know,  that  he  was  the  Lofti% 
^*  God,  even  he  only."  Our  Lord  also  most  emphaifef 
cally  teaches  us  the  same,  by  beginning  the  prajftf^ 
which  he  gave  his  disciples,  with  these  words,  *'  Om^ 
**  Father,  who  art  in  heaven;  hallowed  be  thy  mntt^. 
'^  thy  kingdom  come;  thy  will  be  done  as  it  is  in  farfllh 
^'  ven,  so  on  earth."  It  may  therefore  be  of  use  to  i^^ 
in  determining  how  far  bur  prayers  are  presented  iflv 
right  spirit,  seriously  to  ask  ourselves,  whether  dfi 
glory  of  God,  tly*  success  of  the  gospel,  and  the  pcaeti^ 
purity,  and  enlargement  of  the  church,  be  habitiial||H 
tod  at  those  seasons  especially,  the  leading  desim^ 
our  hearts. 

Finally,  the  acceptable  prayer,  of  which  we  spcd^ 
is  that  of  a  man,  who  approaches,  as  a  guilty,  pottol* 
ed,  helpless  sinner,  to  a  God  of  infinite  majesty  and 
holiness,  pleading  for  every  blessing,  not  "  for  hisoM 
*'  righteousness,' '  or  for  that  of  the  persons  for  whom 
he  supplicates,  but  "for  the  Lord's  great  mercies;'* 
and  presenting  his  requests,  in  deep  humility  and  livdf 
faith,  through  the  alone  meritorious  intercession  of  oar 
great  High  Priest  and  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesu* 
Christ  the  righteous. 

Let  us  briefly  recapitulate  these  particulars. .  When 
our  prayers  are  indeed  the  fervent  desires  of  our  heart; 
when  we  request  the  fulfilment  of  the  Lord's  express 
promises;  when  the  spirit  of  them  accords  to  tjjat  of 
the  law  of  love,  and  to  that  of  the  blessed  gospel;  when 
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we  present  them  with  a  due  regard  to  the  providence 
of  .God,  in  submission,  dependence,  and  expectation; 
when  we  accompany  them  with  a  diligent  attention  to 
other  duties,  and  especially  to  the  proper  means  of  ob- 
taining the  blessings  for  which  we  pray;  when  our 
leading  desire  is  that  God  may  be  glorified,  and  the 
cause  of  true  religion  promoted:  and  when  we  offer 
euch  petitions  through  the  mediation  of  Christ,  by 
fiiith  in  his  name  and  his  atoning  blood,  with  a  deep  con< 
ficiousness  of  unworthiness,  and  an  entire  reliance  on 
the  firee  mercy  of  God,  to  pardon  our  sins  and  accept 
our  services:  then  we  may  be  fully  assured,  that  ours 
is  '^  the  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  the  rigl^teous  man 
^'  which  availeth  much.'' 

It  may,  however,  be  useful  to  consider  briefly  the 
special  objects  of  those  supplieations,  which  accord  to 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  nation  and  of  the 
church.  Amidst  the  perils  of  these  critical  times,  there 
are  persons  of  different  descriptions  who  seem  to  think^ 
^t  they  who  pray  for  their  country,  must  of  course 
desire  the  destruction  of  their  enemies^  and  the  gratis 
fication  of  national  ambition j  rapacity ^  or  resentment^ 
by  bloody  victories.  But  indeed  to  be  preserved  from 
invasions,  civil  wars,  and  persecutions;  and  to  have  the 
invaluable  blessings  of  religious  light  and  liberty  con* 
Unued  to  us  and  to  our  posterity,  and  extended  to  all 
wound  us,  ought  to  form  the  substance  of  our  united 
requests^in  this  respect.-— We  should  rejoice  to  hear 
that  the  rulers  of  France  had  formed  plans  so  benefit 
cial  to  that  coimtry,  and  safe  to  their  neighbours;  that 
we  could  cordially  beseech  the  Lord  to  prosper  them: 
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but  while  they  persist  in  their  avowed  purpose  of  in- 
undating  this  land  with  blood,  oi  subverting  our  go- 
vemment!,  and  of  destroying  our  religion,  we  must 
still  pray,  *  Abate  their  pride,  assuage  their  malice, 
*  and  confound  their  devices.'  It  should  be  gratifying 
to  every  one  of  our  hearts,  to  be  preserved  from  im- 
pending danger  without  a  single  individual  losing  his 
life:  but  if  it  please  "  the  Lord  God  of  salvation"  to 
^*  answer  us  by  terrible  things  in  righteousness;"  who 
are  we  that  we  should  reply  against  God?  Doubtless 
Hezekiah  and  Isaiah  would  have  preferred  the  hum- 
bling and  softening  of  Sennacherib's  heart  to  the,  de- 
struction of  his  army:  but  as  he  continued  to  boast, 
menace,  and  blaspheme;  and  as  the  Lord  declared  that 
he  would  *^  put  an  hook  in  his  nose,  and  a  bridle  in  his 
"  lips,  and  turn  him  back  by  the  way  in  which  be 
**  came,"  and  at  length  slew  an  hundred  and  eighty 
five  thousand  of  his  men  in  one  night;  shall  the  pro- 
tected and  delivered  servants  of  God  quarrel  with  this 
awful  dispensation,  or  refuse  him  their  tribute  of  grate* 
ful  praise? 

We  ought,  however,  more  especially  to  unite  in 
fervent  prayer  for  the  restoration  of  peace:  and  how 
many  or  great  soever  the  obstacles  to  this  most  desira- 
ble event  may  seem:  we  should,  in  that  case,  without 
doubt,  before  long  be  called  to  join  in  thanksgivings 
to  God,  for  having  *'  regarded  the  voice  of  our  suppli- 
**  cations."  In  this  part  of  our  duty,  we  should  look 
beyond  our  own  country;  and  intercede  in  behalf  ol 
the  several  regions,  which  have  been  ravaged,  or  kept 
in  perpetual  alarms,  by  the  late  extraordinary  cororao- 
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tions:  not  forgetting  poor,  oppressed,  and  ahnost  de- 
solated France;  but  earnestly  beseeching  God  to  send 
her  inhabitants  the  blessings  of  peace,  good  govern- 
mcnt,  rational  liberty,  and  the  gospel  of  salvation. 

But  xibove  all,  it  behoves  us  to  pray,  with  great  fer- 
vency and  constancy,  tliat,  "the  Spirit  may  be  poured 
♦*  upon  us  from  on  high:"  that  all  the  ministers  of  re- 
ligion, however  distinguished,  ^may  be  illuminated 
'  with  the  true  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
•  holy  word  of  God;  and  both  by  their  life  and  doc* 
^  trine  set  it  forth  and  shew  it  accordingly;'  that  *  all 
^  who  are  called  christians,  may  be  led  into  the  way  of 
*'  truth,  and  hold  the  faith,  in  unity  of  spirit,  in  the 
^  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteousness  of  life:'  that  pu- 
rity in  doctrine  and  practice  may  adorn  every  part  of 
tiie  christian  church;  and  that  every  diing  which  in- 
terrupts its  harmony,  deforms  its  beauty,  or  weakens 
the  energy  of  its  testimony  to  the  truth,  may  be  en- 
tirely removed:  that  labourers  and  Jaithful  stewards  of 
the  mysteries  0/ God  may  be  sent  forth  and  multiplied: 
that  an  effectual  stand  may  be  made  against  infidelity, 
impiety,  and  every  species  ofheresy  and  false  religion: 
that  heavenly  wisdom,  with  every  blessing  spiritual  and 
temporal,  may  be  abundantly  conferred  on  our  gract* 
ous  sovereign,  and  on  all  the  numerous  branches  of 
the  royal  family;  on  our^obles,  counsellors,  ministers 
of  state,  senators,  and  magistrates,  and  on  all  who  pos- 
sess power  and  influence;  that  each  individual,  ^  in  his 
vocation  and  ministry,  may  faithfully  and  effectually 
glorify  God,'  and  serve  his  generation:  that  the  semi- 
naries of  publick  and  private  education,  (especially 
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those,  in  which  young  persons  are  trained  up»  on  whom 
the  charge  of  supporting  religion,  or  of  conducting 

1 

publick  business,  must  shortly  devolve,)  may  be  so 
regulated,  as  best  to  answer  the  great  ends  pnqposed 
by  them:  and  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  abundantly 
attend  every  plan  formed,  and  attempt  made,  for  the 
instruction  of  the  children  of  the  poor,  for  the  preven- 
tion  of  crimes,  for  the  reformation  of  the  vicious,  for 
the  alleviation  of  misery,  and  above  all  for  the  propa- 
^tion  of  the  gospel  in  every  part  of  the  globe. 

It  seems  undeniable  that  prayers  to  thb  effect  accord 
to  th?  scriptures,  and  may  be  offered  under  the  sp^l 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit:  but  should  some  clauses 
in  tiiis  compendious  statement  meet  with  disapproba* 
tion,  we  intreat  those  who  object,  to  join  with  us  ia 
this  season  of  danger,  as  far  as  they  can  with  a  clear 
conscience.  Exact  coincidence  is  not  the  object:  wc 
only  wish  to  unite  the  whole  body  of  christians 
throughout  the  land,  in  prayer  for  our  country  and  for 
"  the  church  of  God  that  is  among  us;'*  according  t§ 
what  each  person,  after  serious  and  careful  delibera- 
tion, deems  most  conducive  to  our  permanent  advan- 
tage. For  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  such  supplications 
will  be  answered,  not  according  to  ihe  opinions  of  this 
or  the  other  class  of  men,  but  in  the  manner  which  in- 
finite wisdom  sees  to  be  the  best  for  us. — We  pro- 
cced  therefore  to  consider, 

III.  TRfe  prevalency  of  acceptable  prayer,  according 
to  the  Scriptures. 

The  speculations  of  reasoning  men  have  deluded 
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vast  numbers  into  a  persuasion,  that  God,  (if  ii 
they  allow  that  there  is  a  God!)  having  establidied 
certain  regulations^  which  they  call  the  laws  of  nature^ 
leaves  the  afiairs  of  the  universe,  at  least  in  ordinarjr 
circumstances,  to  take  their  own  course,  without  any 
special  interposition:  and  conseiquently  that  the  opl^ 
ntOQ  of  religious  persons,  concerning  the  prevalency 
of  prayer,  implies  a  vain  and  groundless  expectation; 
as  if  God  would  suspend  or  change  these  laws  conti- 
nually, at  the  desire  of  his  worshippers,  and  to  serve 
their  selfish  purposes*  Thus,  they  not  only  exclude 
the  Creator  from  the  government  of  the  wdrld  and  the 
care  of  his  creatures,  by  a  refined  species  (^  practical 
Athewn^  and  bring  forward  a  sentiment  diametrically 
-opposite  to  all  revealed  religion,  as  if  they  vainly  ex*/ 
|iected  by  a  single  objection  to  subvert  the  whole  sys- 
tem; but  they  likewise  perplex  many  pious  persons^ 
and  give  Satan  an  opportunity  of  discouraging  theit 
prayers,  because  they  cannot  explain  in  what  manner 
they  are  availing!  ^ 

The  Scriptures,  however,  do  not  call  us  to  expUm^ 
or  annprehendj  the  ways  of  God,  but  to  believe,  adore, 
and  obey.  Not  a  sparrow  &lls  to  the  ground,  not  a 
hair  from  our  heads,  without  him :  and  he  hath  ten 
diousand  ways  of  influencing  and  governing  the  com- 
bination and  coincidence  of  causes  and  effects,  with- 
out altering  by  miracle  their  regular  course.  **  He 
'*  doeth  what  he  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven  and 
^*  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth;  and  none  can 
^<  stay  his  hand,  or  say  to  him.  What  doest  thou?'*  He 
is  the  First  Mover  in  every  event,  by  whatever  snbor- 

Vot.  jXi  3  R 


4tt  SKMIS  AVP  DVTMS 

-     -  • 

ittMntirtM  tat  be  worlui  bj  then  «^^ 
titfe  of  eack  Heia»mfilUnhiB  |^^ 

Imeifcring  wiikiimkjhe  ageneyi  aad  wUhfecMkfiri^ 
iMNidit  jhoKnatioB  of  iris  oiBiii  hctttitfaegr  dso^WKe 

V  lore  to  tedoD^.»*  If  they  acfrfion  Infy  |iiini|plrii, 

ttiQ  WnUBnr  obey  InSk 

locompeneB  their  aerviees:  but  if  tfaejr  te 

by  coinipt f  mjom  to  biakhis  lighievHui  tttw^fktf 

nsociicthc  pciAJinicotdoetDtfacir  ctiuicii»  wbfc  **bii 

*^  oMoeel  «^  fllaods,  aad  ho  does  aH  Us  plcHbmt^ 

•Wbeor  Jqdmi  was  ^ipoiiiled  to  kad  the  baaltf 
Isiwl  against  Anudekt  Mofns  ei^ 
success  in  die  battle:  mi  the  prayer  of  MooesiMiJC 
kast  as  efficadousas  the  courage  and  condutt  of 
Joshua.  In  this  sense,  therefore,  *^  The  ^fectual  fer- 
**  vent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much:"  not 
by  inducing  the  Lord  to  alter  his  plan;  but  as  an  q>« 
pointed  means  of  accomplishing  that  plan,  in  a  way 
Iionourable  to  his  name,  instructive  and  encouraging 
to  his  people,  and  convincing  to  every  spectator.  For 
wlien  the  Lord  thus  evidently  answers  the  prayers  of 
his  servants,  who  can  but  say,  **  Truly  there  is  s  re- 
^'^  ward  for  the  righteous!  Truly  there  is  a  God  itat 
"  judgtrth  the  earth!" 

The  whole  gospel  is  manifestly  suited  to  excile  the 
expectation  of  an  answer,  to  all  the  prayers^  wfaicb  ire 

•  AcU  iv*  27,  38. 
t  Gen.  1, 20.  Is.  X.  5—7.  15—19.  xhn.  9—11. 
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present  before  God  according  to  his  revealed  will. 
-Waidng  on  him,  in  the  humble  posture  of  supplicants^ 
powerfully  tends  to  bring  all  holy  affections  into  lively 
exercise,  and  to  prepare  the  soul  for  the  suitable  re- 
ception and  due  improvement  of  the  blessings  thus  de- 
sired and  sought.  The  answer  of  prajrer  likemse 
exceedingly  promotes  the  increase  of  faith;  it  inspires 
and  strengthens  hope  and  patience;  it  enlivens  love^ 
and  gratitude,  and  holy  joy;  and  it  exdtes  dbeerful  di* 
ligence  in  self-denying  services.  That,  which  is  ^ven 
in  answer  to  the  united  and  fervent  supplications  of 
numbers,  *'  abounds  inmany  thanksgivings  unto  God:  '^ 
and  when  probabilities  seem  against  our  success  or  de- 
liverance, and  yet  we  do  succeed,  and  are  ddivered 
according  to  our  earnest  and  persevering  requests; 
%ye  receive  the  clearest  and  deepest  conviction  imagi* 
nable  of  the  reality  and  importance  of  true  religion. 

It  is  needless  to  insist  particularly  on  the  examples, 
recorded  in  Scripture,  of  jhe  prevalence  of  prayer. 
Consider  Abraham  interceding  for  Sodom,  and  clos* 
ing  his  petitions  before  the  Lord  ceased  to  grant  thenu 
lacob  wrestling,  weeping,  making  supplication,  and 
isaying,  ^*  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless 
me:'**  when  the  Angel  ("  even  the  Lord  God  of 
"Hosts,")^t  length  answered,  "Thy  name  shall  be 
••  no  more  called  Jacob  but  Israel;  for  as  a  prince  hast 
"  thou  power  with  God  and  with  men,  and  hast  pre- 
*•  vailed."t — Moses  "  standing  in  the  breach*'  to  turn 


•  Gem  xxxii.  2i — 30.  t  Hos.  xii.  4.  5. 


w^iAtR  vrilliof  Ggd.  from  IsaEJI,  «kQe  |ii(  jpgHI^ 
,*f  £et  mt  olp^  that  I  nugr  dotrajr  diC!Bi^.i||,,»  jow.* 
;»  moBLV  4qd  J>avid's  ahoct  qKuflttiQn.  <*  OJUltMH 

Tke  tiBiie  fBOuld  &il  to  nmk  of  SiBttd*. Ai^JAiw 

^^^^HP«^^^^   ^^^^^^^^^^p  ^■^^^^^^'^•^^^^■p   ^p^^w^^^^^    ^^^_v^^^v^^^  ^^^^^^^^^p  ^^^rap 

Nmt  Tcsmm,  Wlmt  shall  we  Ihco  p^,  t»  Jhoi 
tluqe^  i£ii«^ooot  nnitsmredly  admi^  1^ 
cffflntliisezowdiDi^ypaivcrfulyaiidt^  notWni^^p 
Mfifhtiiiidiii  cflfeacy?  - 

Btil  if  Ite  ivvycr  of  an  mdfividiial 
•0  previknu  wlitt  mqr  ive  not  hofwi  fcein-tliojii>Bfc 

favoM,  and  penevtring  aupplicatkmof  inanf  ftisite 
iaoda^  pc^lvpa  tent  of  fhnu«ind% .  rniilfi  ji^jfflgjltt 
hoAj  of  real  Christiana  be  excited  to  ooncur  in  AeffEsr 
aent  emergency? — *'  Again  I  say  unto  you,  that  ittno 
of  you  shall  agree  on  earth,  as  touching  any  tUog 
they  shall  ask,  it  shall  he  done  ix  them  by  my  Fa> 
ther  who  b  in  heaven. ''  Surely  these  woids  of  our 
blessed  Saviour,  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  scrip* 
tural  declarations  and  examples  already  conadcitd, 
authorize  us  to  form  great  expectations,  when  we  thus 
agree  together  in  '*  making  our  requests  known  unto 
"  God!»^ 

Prayer  has  indeed  already  prevailed:  and  our  pn>> 
tection  hitherto,  in  so  wonderful  a  manner,  amidst  the 
shock  of  nations,  should  be  regarded  as  an  encoun^* 
ing  exhortation  to  **  pray  always  and  not  laint;"  and 
to  be  more  earnest  and  enlarged  in  our  petitioosi 
Some,  however,  may  be  discoiu^ged  fix)m  this  duty» 
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hy  an  error  in  judgment,  connected  with  deep  hurni* 
lity.  '  Who  am  I,  that  my  prayers  should  be  of  any 
avail,  in  preserving  the  nation  from  desolating  judg* 
mentSy  or  the  church  from  persecution?  My  former 
heinous  sins,  and  my  present  numerous  defilements 
and  distressing  conflicts,  render  me  unworthy,  and 
often  almost  wholly  unable,  to  pray  for  myself:  and 
my  own  case  so  engrosses  my  thoughts  and  excites 
my  anxious  fears,  that  when,  covered  with  shame,  I 
approach  the  throne  of  grace,  I  feel  myself  altogether 
unfit  to  intercede  in  behalf  of  others,  and  indeed  have 
little  heart  to  attempt  it.'  But  let  such  persons  recol- 
lect,  that,  after  the  severest  trials  and  conflicts,  con^* 
scious  guilt  had  just  caused  Job  to  exclaim,  ^^  I  ab« 
«<  hor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes;''  when  the 
librd  directed  his  offending  friends  to  present  their 
Mcriftces  by  his  hands:  **  And,"  says  he,  *^  my  ser* 
'f  vant  Job  shall  pray  for  you;  for  him  will  I  accept."* 
And  again,  Isaiah  had  said,  ^*  Woe  is  me,  I  am  un- 
<*  done,  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips;"  before  he  so  ef« 
fectually  united  with  Hezeii:iah,  in  'lifting  up  his 
*<  prayer  for  the  remnant  that  was  left."  Our  sup{di- 
cations  indeed  could  not  be  accepted,  any  more  than 
our  persons  or  other  services,  did  not  our  great  High 
Priest  present  them  with  his  all- prevailing  intercession. 
But  now  this  provision  is  made;  deep  humility  pre- 
pares  us  for  coming  in  simple  feith  and  entire  reliance 
the  I^rd  Jesus,  to  the  throne  of  grace.   And  pre- 
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senting  our  supplications,  for  others,  especially  for  the 
church  and  people  of  God,  admirably  tends  to  encou* 
rage  our  hearts,  even  in  the  darkest  seasons,  to  make 
our  personal  desires  and  requests  known  to  our  hea- 
I'enly  Father.  In  short,  did  we  abound  more  in  inter- 
cessions for  our  brethren  and  fellow  sinners,  and  for 
the  church  and  nation;  we  should  every  one  of  us 
payf  with  more  comfort  and  expectation,  for  our* 
selves  and  for  those  who  are  most  nearly  ccmnected 
with  us. 

We  cannot  indeed  be  absolutely  certain,  that  our 
prayers  for  the  land  will  be  answered  in  the  mamier 
which  we  intend:  for  we  remember,  that  the  Loid 
once  said  concerning  Judah,  **  Though  Moses  and 
'*  Samuel  stood  before  me,  yet  my  mind  could  not  be 
*^  towards  this  people.''^   But  we  have  cooaideFaUt 
ground  of  hope,  that  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  tius 
awful  condition.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain;  our 
prayers  will  either  prevail  for  the  land,  or  ihcy  will  re- 
turn into  our  own  bosom.  "  Verily  it  shall  be  well 
**  with"  all  those,  who  thus  attend  to  the  duties  of  the 
times;  and,  in  one  way  or  other,  "  they  shall  be  hid 
**  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  anger.*'  And  we  may  like- 
wise confidently  expect,  that  our  supplicat  ions  will  be 
answered,  in  the  conversion  of  many  individuals,  who^ 
at  all  events,  may  be  the  seed  of  a  future  harvest.— 
But  we  must  proceed  to  consider, 

IV.  The  other  duties  which  should  accompany  our 
prayers,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  nation, 

♦  Jcr.  XV.  1. 
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If  Moses  stood  before  God,  in  behalf  of  Israel,  *^  to 
^*  turn  away  his  indignation  from  them,  lest  he  should 
*^  destroy  them;"  he  likewise  stood  hcfort  Israel,  in 
the  cause  of  God,  by  using  all  his  influence  and  au- 
thority to  turn  the  people  from  idolatry  and  wicked- 
ness: and  in  both  respects,  he  stemmed  the  ton*ent  of 
vengeance,  which  was  about  to  burst  upon  the  nation. 
This  single  instance  may  suffice  to  shew  the  attentiv<i 
reader,  what  is  meant  by  the  other  duties  which  should 
nceompany  our  prayers. 

It  is  obvious  to  every  one,  who  seriously  and  im- 
partially  considers  the  subject,  that  national  guilt  is  the 
i^gregote  of  the  sins^  committed  by  the  several  indi* 
vkluals  tuho  constitute  the  nation*  We  have  therefore 
ill  contributed,  and  some  of  us  in  a  very  large  propor- 
doD,  to  raise  that  black  cloud  of  divine  vengeance, 
which  hangs  over  the  land  and  threatens  our  destruc- 
tion: md  consequently  we  are  all  required  to  humble 
ourselves  before  God  for  our  own  sins;  nor  can  any  in- 
dividual plead  an  exemption. 

The  persons  indeed,  for  whom  these  reflections  are 
principally  intended,  are  habitually  penitent:  yet  it  be- 
iKMres  the  most  eminent  christians,  according  to  the 
examples  of  beloved  Daniel,  and  Ezra,  and  Nehe- 
aiah,  to  renew  their  personal  repentance,  with  every 
Cxptession  of  godly  sorrow,  deep  humility,  and  self- 
condemnation,  while  they  plead  in  behalf  of  our  guilty 
land.  They  should  especially  investigate,  with  care  and 
diligence,  the  whole  of  their  conduct,  since  they  first 
Hiade  a  profession  of  the  gospel,  and  of  devoting  them- 
selves to  the  Lord  according  to  its  encouragements  and 
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omgrooog  cppiessiiigf  wicd  fpntt  ■n  sbmdBs  Cvn]r 
wrtiuioc  "in  ■^^WwW^  UMPy  osvc  ftctBo-  flBQQfiHBlcottya  110 
Dj  any  nmoQiiaiici  cscnra  or  nmnMO  pvqMnc  in 
Ibe  mkids  of  otMots  thh  wiH  moke  w^ 
CQvdU  MGcpliiioe  of  God's  advatiairb  mA  a 
dedication  irf*  body  and  soul  to  bb 

It  is  likewise  veiy  osefbl,  kt  these 
feiect  deeply  on  tbe  various  and  honiUe 
trbkh  pima  in  that  colkciive  bod^,  of  iiliidi 
onful  members:  espedaily  such  as  disgrace 
1j^  and  harden  Jews,  Mshoasetsns,  Pigsaei-oriniMi^ 
in  their  piqudices;  or  wluch  firtaDy  deofeive  aqinh^  d» 
most  widiout  number.  We  shdnbldwtllctt 
anbjects  with  serious,  reflect,  fSSk  genuine 
lore  afiect  our  beartSi  and  cause  uslo^gband 
ovtr  these  evils,  as  our  mm  concern;  instead  of  iodri|{^ 
ing  the  disposition,  which  is  too  common^  id  expos* 
ing  the  crimes  of  others  with  spparent  satisfiKlion»  or 
proud  self-preference.  We  know  what  s  gracious  daafe 
was  given  to  the  destroying  angel,  concerning  tlat 
remnant  in  Jerusalem,  who  thus  **  sighed  and  mouni* 
*^  ed  for  the  abominations  that  were  dcme  in  the  midrt 
*^  of  it:"*  how  the  Lord  approved  the  same  spirit  sad 
conduct  in  Jeremiah,!  in  Daniel,|  and  in  Ears,  |  aad 
especially  in  Josiah:  ||  and  how  manifestly  this  was  de 
disposition,  not  only  of  Paul  towards  his  unbditvimf 
countrymen,  but  of  the  Lord  Jesus  himself,  whowqft 
over  the  crimes  and  approaching  miseries  of  that  d^ 

^  Ezek.  ix.    f  Jer.  xiiL  17.  (  Dan.  ix,  x.  $  Exni  ix.  NAi* 

II  s  Chron.  xxxir.  Sf  ,  as. 
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voted    city,    ivhere   his   blood  ,was   about   to    be 
fihed. 

Diligent  and  impartial  self-examination,  not  only  as 
to  the  ground  of  our  hope  in  God,  but  especially  in 
respect  to  every  part  of  our  present  conduct,  is  a  con* 
current  duty  of  great  importance  This,  however,  will 
not  answer  the  desired  end,  unless  it  be  accompanied 
with  prayer  to  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts  to  prove 
and  try  us:  that  we  may  indeed  grow  more  acquainted 
with  our  own  hearts,  and  thus  be  taught  to  rectify 
whatever  prevents  our  usefulness;  and  instructed  in  at-^ 
tendii^  to  duties  hitherto  neglected  or  improperly  per- 
fiirmed;  and  enabled  to  bear  a  decided  and  honoura- 
bfe  testimony  to  the  gr^t  truths  of  Christianity,  and 
that  holiness  by  which  they  are  adorned  and  recom« 
iQCoded*    . 

This  b  peculiarly  needful  in  these  days  of  prevail* 
11^  infidelity,  heresy,  and  impiety,  as  well  as  of  most 
dpfdorable  immorality.  At  such  a  time  all,  that  ^*  love 
^*  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity,''  should  unite  in  a  bold 
and  zealous  attachment  to  the  grand  doctrines  of  bis 
glorious  gospel,  a  constant  and  reverent  attendance  on 
bis  sacred  ordinances,  a  strict  but  cheerful  observance 
of  his  holy  day,  a  diligent  and  unreserved  obedience  to 
all  his  commandments,  and  a  close  imitation  of  hb 
Upright  example.  The  revival  of  pure  Christianity 
abouid  be  our  object:  but  in  this  every  one  ought  to 
b^in  at  home.  As  far  as  this  is  dcuie  a  revival  will 
take  place:  but  we  are  not  warranted  to  expect  it  in 
4|iy  other  way. 

Vot.  11.  3  S 
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In  this  view  the  importance  of ,  family-religion,  and 
a  careful  performance  of  the  duties  inciftnbent  upon 
parents,  and  masters,  and  other  superior  relations, 
must  be  manifest  to  every  reflecting  person.  The  no- 
tice  which  the  Lord  took  of  Atniaham's  conduct,  in 
this  respect,  has  been  mentioned:  but  we  may  here  re- 
mind the  reader  of  its  subserviency  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  promises  to  his  posterity.  "  He  wiH  com* 
^*  mand  his  children  and  his  household  after  lum:  and 
•*  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lors,  to  do  justice 
^^  and  judgment,  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon 
*^  Abraham  that  which  he  hath  spoken  of  him." — In 
lake  manner  Joshua,  when  zealously  endeavouring  to 
promote  true  religion  among  his  people,  declared 
without  hesitation,  *'  As  for  me  and  my  housCy  we  will 
•^  serve  the  Lord."  On  the  other  hand,  the  indolenf, 
timid,  and  indulgent  conduct  of  Eli,  respecting  his 
sons,  brought  ruin  on  his  family,  and  dreadful  calami- 
ties  on  Israel:  and  the  misconduct  even  of  Jehoshaphat, 
in  forming  an  affinity  with  the  family  of  Ahab,  did  not 
fail  to  produce  even  still  more  fatal  effects. 

It  is  seriously  apprehended,  that  remissness  in  fa- 
mily-religion, relaxation  of  domestick  authority  and 
regulaiity,  and  the  adoption  of  worldly  maxims  in  tlic 
education  and  disposal  of  children,  constitute  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  sins  of  the  church  in  the  present 
day,  as  distinguishable  from  the  sins  of  the  irreligious 
part  of  the  nation.  These  evils  seem  to  have  made  wit 
for  the  apostacy  of  great  numbers  from  evangelical 
principles  to  heretical  systems,  nay,  to  scepticism,  in- 
fidelity, or  open  impiety;  even  from  among  those  who 
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were  educated  in  religious  families.  And  we  may  be 
confident,  that  nothing  short  of  a  very  strict  and  zeaU 
ous  attention  to  these  most  important  duties,  with  an 
ardent  desire  of  perpetuating  vital  religion  in  Our  &• 
milies  and  to  posterity,  will  ba  permanendy  and  de- 
cidedly successful,  against  the  bold,  and  strenuous^ 
and  indefatigable  attempts  of  the  enemies  of  our  holy 
religion.  « 

If  we  prevail  by  prayer  with  the  Lord  to  spare  us, 
and  to  *'  pour  out  his  Spirit  from  on  high  upon  us;" 
this  will  certainly  be  one  efiect  of  that  merciful  dispen* 
aation:  men,  professing  evangelical  godliness,  will  spare 
BO  pains,  but  will  forego  every  flattering  and  advan- 
tageous prospect,  in  order  to  ^^  bring  up  their  childrea 
*'  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord."  They 
will  become  &r  more  desirous,  that  their  children 
ahould  be  piousChristians,  than  accomplished,  learned, 
wealthy,  or  honoured  in  the  world;  and  will  be  espe« 
cially  concerned,  that  they  may  possess  the  disposi- 
tions and  qualifications,  requisite  for  serving  their  ge- 
neration, for  supporting  the  interests  of  religion,  and 
for  transmitting  this  invaluable  blessing  to  posterity,^ 
Finally,  every  man  has  his  talents.  Statesmen,  senators, 
magistrates,  ministers  of  religion;  the  rich,  the  learn- 
ed, the  ingenious,  should  avail  themselves  of  their  pe- 
,^idiar  advantages  and  influence,  to  ^*  serve  their  gene- 
•*  ration  according  to  the  will  of  God,"  while  they  con- 
tinue instant  in  prayer  for  the  church  and  nadon. 
They  ought  to  distinguish  themselves,  by  a  valiant, 

•  Ps.  IxxyiiL  5—7. 
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decided,  and  zealous  conduct,  in  countenancing  and 
supporting  the  cause  and  the  friends  of  truth  and 
righteousness:  and  in  this  course,  they  may  hopCy  like 
Moses,  to  be  honoured  of  God,  to  "  stand  in  the 
**  breach,  and  to  turn  away  his  indignation''  from  our 
guilty  land. 

Even  they,  who  are  placed  in  a  more  obscure  sta- 
tion, and  are  known  only  in  a  narrow  circle,  have  some 
little  influence;  and  they  should  be  careful  not  to  bury 
their  one  talent  in  the  earth:  for  a  pious  conversation, 
an  attention  to  relative  duties,  and  a  readiness  to  eveiy 
work  and  labour  of  love,  may  accomplish  more  than 
they  suppose,  in  promoting  the  grand  object  of  all  our 
supplications. 

These  things,  as  connected  with  an  habitual  and 
manifest  endeavour  to  shew  ourselves  peaceable  and 
peace-makers,  in  the  church  and  in  the  community; 
steady  friends  to  social  order,  and  to  the  constitution 
and  government  under  which  a  kind  Providence  has 
placed  us,  (yet  avoiding  all  the  violence  and  bitterness 
of  party-disputes;)  dutiful  and  Joyal  subjects  to  our 
king;  harmless,  blameless,  and  kind  among  our  neigh- 
bours; contented  in  our  station;  staying  our  minds  on 
God,  in  cheerful  and  humble  confidence,  amidst  dan- 
gers  and  alarms;  and  following  after  meekness,  tem- 
perance, truth,  and  righteousness  in  our  whole  conduct, 
seem  to  constitute  our  present  duties. — And  as  far  as 
tlie  Lord  shall  be  pleased  to  bless  our  endeavours  to 
increase  the  number  of  those  who  thus  pray,  and  who 
thus  aim  to  act  consistently  with  their  prayers,  in  reli- 
ance on  the  mercy  and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
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our  hopes  may  reasonably  be  encouraged,  that  ^*  He 
**  will  work  for  his  own  name's  sake/'  and  not  suflfer 
any  enemy  to  prevail  against  us. 


FORM  OF  PRAYER. 

Most  merciful  God,  who  "  doest  what  thou  will 
^'  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabiftints 
^  of  the  earth;"  and  orderest  all  things  in  perfect  wis- 
dora,  righteousness,  truth,  and  love;  we  desire  to  look 
to  thee  for  help  and  protection  in  this  season  of  pecu- 
liar  danger  and  alarm.  We  acknowledge,  O  Lord, 
that  thou  mightest  most  justly  leave  us  in  the  hands 
of  our  enemies,  and  by  them  execute  deserved  ven- 
geance on  us. — Thou  hast,  in  a  most  distinguishing 
manner,  favoured  us  as  a  nation  with  invaluable  ad- 
vantages, both  temporal  and  spiritual,  during  a  long 
term  of  years;  so  that  no  people  on  earth  has  been 
more  highly  favoured  in  thy  providence.  But  alas!  wc 
have  been  most  shamefully  ungrateful;  we  have  grossly 
abused  our  peculiar  privileges;  we  have  multiplied  our 
provocations;  our  own  sins  and  the  sins  of  our  land 
bear  witness  against  us;  we  blush  and  are  ashamed  to 
look  up  unto  thee,  and  we  fear  that  we  are  ripe  for  thy 
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heaviest  judgments.  Yet  we  humbly  pray  thee,  "  m 
**  wrath  remember  mercv: "  and  while  thou  correctest 
us  for  our  multiplied  iniquities,  do  not  give  up  a  peo- 
ple, that  is  called  by  thy  name,  to  be  a  reproach  to  the 
heathen,  lest  they  should  say  "  Where  is  now  their 
^*  God?'' 

**  We  do  not  present  our  supplications  before  thee, 
**  for  our  righteousness,  but  for  thy  great  mercies," 
We  therefore  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  glorify  thy 
mercy  in  thy  dealings  with  us.  Thou  art  the  Protector 
of  all  who  trust  in  thee,  and  without  tby  almighty  aid 
all  human  help  is  vain.  O  Preserve  our  country  froirt 
war  and  bloodshed:  permit  no  invader  to  land  on  our 
shores:  let  no  domestick  dissentions  plunge  us  into 
those  dreadful  calamities  which  other  countries  have 
experienced:  and  suffer  no  persecutor  to  deprive  us  of 
our  religious  liberty,  and  our  inestimable  privileges. 

Thou,  O  Lord,  hast  all  hearts  in  thy  hand.  Turn 
the  thoughts  and  desires  of  all  parties,  to  peaceful 
measures.  Say  to  the  destroying  Angel,  "  It  is  enough, 
*'  stay  now  thine  hand."  Speak  the  word,  and  the 
storm  will  subside  into  a  calm.  O  thou  God  of  peace, 
stop  that  desolating  torrent  which  is  deluging  the  na- 
tions. Rescue  those  countries  which  have  so  long  been 
visited  with  the  awful  scourge  of  war.  Sanctify  the 
calamities  to  the  surviving  sufferers:  and  prevent  the 
further  effusion  of  human  blood. 

Over-rule,  we  beseech  thee,  the  astonishing  revolu- 
tions and  convulsions  of  the  past  years,  that  they  may 
prove  an  opening  to  the  more  extensive  spread  of  thy 
gospel:  and  let  it  appear  that  thou  didst  permit  the  tein« 
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porary  success  of  infidelity  and  atheism,  in  order  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  peaceful  triumphs  of  pure 
Christianity,  over  every  kind  of  irreligion,  superstition, 
and  false  religion. — Compassionate,  O  God  of  mercy^ 
that  countrf ,  with  which  we  are  now  engaged  in  hor* 
lid  war;  whose  rulers  have  been  employed  as  scourges 
of  other  nations,  but  have  most  of  all  desolated  their 
own  land.  Send  its  inhabitants,  O  Lord,  we  pray  thee, 
the  blessings  of  stable  peace,  good  government,  ra* 
tional  liberty,  and  true  religion.  And  may  thote,  who 
once  were  distinguished  characters,  and  who,  amidst 
the  most  distressing  and  humiliating  scenes,  still  sur- 
vive, have  their  calamities  sanctified  to  their  everlast- 
ing benefit. 

We  beseech  thee,  O  merciful  Lord,  to  bless  thy 
servant,  our  gracious  King,  with  thy  choicest  blessings* 
Be  pleased  to  defend  him,  and  every  branch  of  the 
Royal  Family,  against  all  dangers  and  assailants.  Sup* 
ply  them  with  every  good  and  perfect  gift:  and  enable 
them  to  glorify  thee  and  to  serve  their  generation,  in 
&ose  exalted  stations  which  thou  hast  assigned  them; 
and  at  length  bring  them  to  thine  everlasting  felicity* 

Direct  and  prosper  the  deliberations  of  the  coun. 
sellors,  ministers  of  state,  and  senators,  to  whom  the 
effiurs  of  the  nation  are  entrusted.  Endue  them  with 
wisdom  and  knowledge;  dispose  them  to  such  mea- 
sures, as  thou  wilt  bless  for  the  preservation  of  order 
at  home,  and  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace  abroad* 
and  till  thou  shalt  see  good  to  grant  our  most  earnest 
prayers  forlthis  blessing;  defend  us  in  that  manner,  if 
it  be  thy  will,  which  may  most  conduce  to  the  good  of 
the  whole  hunoan  race. 
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O  Lord,  we  pi  ay  thee  protect  our  soldiers  and  sea- 
men, and  tliose  who  lead  them  forth  to  battle*  Pre* 
serve  their  lives,  sanctify  their ,  perils  and  hardships, 
and  save  their  immortal  souls* 

We  beseech  tliee,  O  Lord,  to  look  upoA  that  neigh- 
bouring island,  nearly  connected  with  us  which  is  now  in 
an  alarming  and  awful  state  of  distraction,  and  has  been 
^  the  scene  of  most  terrible  calamities.  Calm,  we  pnqr- 
thee,  that  tempest  which  now  prevails.  Direct  the  per- 
sons, to  whom  publick  affairs  are  committed,  to  the 
wisest  and  most  salutary  measures;  and  grant,  we 
earnestly  .beseech  thee,  that  with  returning  peace  2od 
and  order,  some  effectual  means  may  be  used  to  com- 
municate the  blessed  light  of  divine  truth  to  all  the  in- 
habitants. 

Teach  and  enable,  O  Lord,  we  intreat  thee,  all  orders 
of  men  in  these  lands,  to  seek  thy  glory  and  the  pub- 
lick  good,  by  a  due  improvement  of  the  talents  which 
thou  hast  committed  to  their  stewardship. 

Prosper  the  labours  of  all  those,  whom  thou  "  al- 
"  lowest  to  be  put  in  trust  with  the  gospel."  May  tlicy 
increase  continually  in  wisdom  and  knowledge,  in  zeal 
and  love,  in  simplicity  and  disinterestedness,  and  in 
self-denying  diligence  and  activity;  and  grant  them 
the  sweet  consolation  of  witnessing  an  abundant  suc- 
cess to  their  labours.  Illuminate  all  who  bear  the  sa- 
crcd  character,  *  with  true  knowledge  and  understand- 

*  ing  of  tliy  word;  and  grant  that,  both  by  their  preach- 

*  ing  and  living,  they  may  set  it  forth  and  shew  it  ac- 

*  cordingly:' — and  send  forth  many  labourers  intotlK 
Iiarvest. 
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Bless  all  those,  who  in  any  station,  stand  in  the 
breach,  by  their  prayers  and  exertions,  to  turn  away 
thine  indignation  from  a  guilty  land.  Prosper  all  means  * 
used  (or  the  reformation  of  our  manners;  the  extirpa* 
.tion  of  national  enormities;  the  revival  of  pure  religionj 
ibc  pious  instruction  of  the  rising  generation,  and  in 
particular  of  those  who  are  designed  to  fill  the  more 
important  stations  in  church  and  state;  the  alleviation 
of  misery  and  distress  in  these  calamitous  times;  ai|d 
cspedaily  sending  the  goq;>el  of  salvation  to  the  dark 
regions  of  the  earth. 

laft  up  a  standard,  we  beseech  thee,  agsunst  infidell- 
tj^  impiety,  and  profligacy,  which  at  present  threaten 
die  destruction  of  our  holy  religion.  Deliver  thy  church 
from  whatever  corrupts  its  purity,  divides  its  unity, 
and  weakens  the  energy  of  its  testimony  to  thy  truth. 
Grant  that  '  all  who  are  called  christians,  may  be  l^d 

*  into  the  way  of  truth;  and  hold  the  faith  in  unity  of 
^  spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteousness  of 

*  life.'  Extend  the  boundaries  of  thy  church:  and 
hasten  the  times,  when  the  poor  benighted  Jews  shall 
be  converted  to  their  long  rejected  Messiah;  when  the 
fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  come  in;  and  when  **  the 
^  nations  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plow-shares  and 
*' learn  war  no  more.** 

O  Lord,  we  intreat  thee,  hear  and  answer  these  our 

supplications;  bless  ourendeavours;  andfiUourland  with 

trudi  and  righteousness:  that  it  may  for  be  thy  glory, 

mt  (xdy  to  preserve  us  from  every  enemy,  and  to  coii« 

timie  our  privil^;es  to  the  latest  posterity;  but  also  to 
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hofiour  iiSy  as  thy  instraments,  to  copvej  thy  gospel,  as 
ihe  richest  of  all  treasures,  along  wk h  our  extensive 
commerce,  to  the  utmost  bordersof  the  earth.  These 
and  all  mercies,  we,  poor  mifiil  creatures,  mosthumbiy 
beseech  thee  to  bestow  upon  us,  of^thy  abundant 
goodness  and  mercy,  through  the  mediatioD  of  iby 
well  beloved  Son  our  Saviour,  whob  ^th  thyself  and 
the  eternal  ^irit^  One  God  over  all,  blessed  Cm:  ever- 
more.   Amcn» 


The  Doctrines  of  Election  and  final  Persx- 
V£RANC£  stated  Jrom  Scripture^  and  shewn  consist^ 
ent  with  exhortatory  and  practical  Preachings  andean^ 
Uucive  to  Holiness  of  Life. 
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PREFACE 


The  Senn  o^  oiiginally  published  under  thli  dtley  was 
posed  on  a  very  pardcular  occasioni  aiid  in  too  gpreat  haste  for 
the  diffiaultj  and  importance  of  the  subject.  The  author's  mind 
likewise  was  agitated  at  the  time  by  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed:  yety  amidst  these  disadvantages,  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  print  it  verbatim^  except  as  some  notes 
were  added. 

When  therefore  the  occasion,  which  required  the  publica* 
tion,  was  passed,  and  the  second  edition,  which  had  been  called 
for  in  a  few  days,  was  disposed  of,  he  dropped  all  thoughts  of 
reprinting  it;  thinking  it  too  much  adapted  to  special  circum*  * 
s&nces,  to  answer  the  permanent  purposes  of  a  calm*  delibe** 
rate,  matured,' and  impartial  treatise  on  the  deep  and  mysteri^ 
ous  subject. 

He  finds,  however,  that  the  Sermon  is  frequently  enquired 
for;  and  this  has  made  him  apprehensive,  lest  the  circumstance 
of  its  being  out  of  print  should  be  considered  as  a  dereliction 
of  his  principles.  He  has  therefore  at  length  determined  to 
publish  another  edition:  but  in  doing  this,  while  he  adheres 
strictly  to  the  arrangement  and  sentiments  of  the  original  Ser^ 
men;  he  considers  himself  at  liberty  to  omit  some  things  or- 
canonal^  to  revise  the  style,  and  to  make  several  additions  and 
alterations,  in  order  to  render  it  something  more  adequate  to 
the  ends  proposed  by  the  publication. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  the  principal  difference  be* 
%wixt  the  statement  here  given  of  the  doctrines  in  question,  and 
that  of  many  modern  CalvinistSt  relates  to  redemption  by  the 
death  of  Christ,  as  being  of  infimtc  eufficienq^j  and  therefoqs. 
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iii  some  respects  the  common  ben^t  qf  mankind.  This  Tiewof 
tfafe  subject  makes  uot  xhb  least  differencet  in  respect  of  tlis 
ttitire  freeness  of  salvqition  by  the  sovereign  purpose  and  ipcace 
of  God,  made  known  in  the  effectual  calling  of  his  choseo 
remnant:  while  it  gives  the  preacher  an  immense  advantage 
in  fulfilling  the  ministry  of  reconciUadon,  and  yield*  the 
awakened  sinner  the  greatest  encouragement  in  appljFing  to 
Christ  for  salvation.— On  this  ground  we  may  si^  to  any  hu- 
man being,  ^  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesuit  and  tbou  ahalt  be 
^  saved:'*  but  on  the  6ther  jdan,  no  one  can  knofWf  previously 
to  convifiioB^  whether  he  has  any  more  tight  to  rriy  on  tlM 
merits  tod  mediations  of  Cbristi  than  fidlen  angds  &Kve« 

The  Author  earnestly  detires  the  caiijdtd  enquirer  afar 
truthi  and  all  who  dare  to  tMnk  for  themsd ves»  to  fntamine  die 
passages  quoted  from  Scripture  in  thia  Sermon/aod  to  observe 
accuratelf  whether  they  do  not  fully  establish  hia'atauuiit? 
Then  let  them  weigh  all  the  other  testimonies  of  holy  wfk  uMk 
the  same  dedgn:  and  finally  let  theni  conuder  what  iinniT"— 
pains  and  ingenuity  it  requires,  to  explain  a  variety  of  texts  is 
eonsistency  with  the  other  scheme;  with  what  confidence  and 
plausibility  opponents  urge  them  against  our  doctrine;  andfct 
how  naturally  they  comcide  with  the  view  here  given.  To  the 
author  they  ^ive  no  trouble;  they  express  his  sentiments,  sod 
in  similar  circumstances  he  should  use  the  same  language.  The 
statement,  here  given,  is  by  no  means  new  or  peculiar.  He  has 
proved  that  the  compilers  of  our  liturgy  held  the  same  senti- 
ments. Many  of  his  brethren  at  present  coincide  with  hiiBb 
The  most  eminent  Calvinist  divines  in  North  America,  who 
have  lived  during  the  present  century,  view  the  subject  io  the 
same  light;  and  abundance  of  testimonies  of  this  kind,  from 
every  quarter,  might  easily  be  adduced:  but  let  the  word  of 
God  decide. 

The  Autlior  is  not  anxious  about  the  class  of  professed  chris* 
tians,  among  whom  his  brethren  may  rank  him.  No  one  of 
them  is  either  right  or  wrong  in  every  thing;  and  that  which 
in  one  situation  is  disgraceful,  in  another  is  deemed  hanott^ 
able.  But  it  appears  to  him  of  great  consequence  to  shew,  thai 
these  doctrines,  though  generally  despised,  dreaded,  er  abhor- 
red, are  scriptural,^  nitionaly  holy,  consolatory,  and 
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with  every  other  part  of  Christianity;  and  that  the  objections 
commonly  urged  against  them,  originate  in  misapprehension 
of  their  nature  and  tendency;  and  may  generally  be  traced 
back  to  unscriptural  views  or  scandalous  abuses  of  them. 

In  some  few  places  however,  the  terms  Calvini/tt  and  Calvin • 
fitm,  Arminian  and  Arminianiam^  are  retained;  not  as  invidious 
distinctions,  but  for  convenience,  and  to  prevent  circumlocu- 
tion* It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose,  that  self-righteous  pride 
is  peculiar  to  Arminians,  or  Antinomian  laxity  to  Calvinists. 
Pride  and  dislike  to  the  holy  law  of  God  are  congenial  to  our 
fidlen  nature:  so  that  every  man  is  radically  of  himself  both 
self-righteous  and  antinomian.  No  creed,  as  such,  will  cure 
either  of  these  distempers;  but  regeneration  renders  us  co»- 
valcMcent.  Yet  even  true  christians  frequently  hold  and  contend 
for  doctrines,  which  very  inadequately  influence  their  own  hearts 
and  lives;  nay,  they  often  maintain  errors,  without  being  pro- 
portionably  injured  by  them.  Hence  many  Calvinists  are  prone 
to  pride  and  self-preference;  and  many  Arminians  peculiarly 
^  humble,  modest,  and  unassuming.  But  the  christian  temper^ 
wherever  found,  is  vastly  more  valuable,  than  the  most  exact 
notions  without  ^*  the  mind  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus.*'  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Arminian  is  not  at  all  secured  from  Antino- 
mianism,  nor  the  Calvinist  exposed  to  it,  by  their  several  te- 
nets: seeing  both  of  them  are  Antinomian  just  as  far  as  they 
are  unsanctiRed,  and  no  farther:  ^^  because  the  carnal  mind  in 
•*  enmity  against  God;  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God 
"  neither  indeed  can  it  be."  Perhaps  speculating  Antinomians 
aboimd  most  among  professed  Calvinists;  but  Antinomians, 
whose  sentiments  influence  their  practice,  are  innumerable 
among  Arminians.  Does  the  reader  doubt  thisf  Let  him 
atk  any  of  those  multitudes,  who  trample  on  God's  coir* 
mandments,  what  they  think  of  predestination  and  election, 
and  be  will  speedily  be  convinced,  tha(  it  is  undeniably  true: 
for  all  these,  in  various  ways  take  occasion,  from  the  mer- 
cy <if  God,  to  encourage  themselves  in  impenitent  wickedness. 
It  woyld  therefore  be  unspeakably  better,  for  all  parties  to  ex- 
amine these  subjects,  with  impartiality,  meekness,  and  b:*o«' 
tberiy  love;  than  reciprocally  to  censure,  despise,  and  condemn 
coe  another. 

JllkyS,  1798. 
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JOHN  vi*  37—40. 

AU  that  the  Father  giveth  me^  shall  come  unto  me: 
and  him  that  cometh  unto  me^  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out.  For  I  came  down  from  heaven^  not  to  do  mine 
own  willy  but  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me.  And  this 
is  the  Father'* s  will  which  hath  sent  me^  that  of  all 
which  he  hath  given  me  I  should  lose  nothings  but 
should  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last  day.  And  this  is 
the  will  of  him  that  sent  mCy  that  every  one  which 
sceth  the  Son^  and  believeth  on  him^  may  have 
everlasting  life;  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last 
day. 

X  HE  holy  Scriptures,  being  the  Word  of  God,  arc 
doubtless  perfectly  consistent  Moses  and  Samuel^ 
David  and  Isaiah,  Paul  and  James,  being  merely  the 
penmen  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  must  perfectly  harmoniz^ 
in  the  truths  which  they  inculcate.  Precepts,  threaten- 
ings,  warnings,  judgments,  counsels,  exhcHlations,  in- 
^itations,  promises,  privileges,  histories,  examples, 
types,  and  parables,  in  divers  methods  coincide  in  for- 
Vol.  ir.  3  U 
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warding  our  instruction.  They  all  display  and  illustrate 
the  same  character  of  God  and  of  man;  and  impress 
the  same  ideas  of  sin  and  of  holiness,  of  time  and  of 
eternity,  of  happiness  and  of  miserj\  They  all  concur 
in  displaying  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfections  by  the 
dispensations  of  Providence  in  this  world,  and  the  final 
distribution  of  rewards  and  punishments  in  the  world 
to  come.  And  though  these  constituent  parts  of  holy 
writ  do  not  in  all  respects  answer  the  same  purposes, 
each  has  its  distinct  important  use,  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  one  vast  and  uniform  design. 

But  though  the  Scriptures  are  in  themselves  com- 
pletely  harmonious;  yet  men  do  not  readily  perceive 
this  harmony.  Numbers  imagine  they  see  in  them  nu- 
mcrpus  inconsbtencies  and  contradictions:  others, 
judging  it  impracticable  to  reconcile  the  sacred  wri- 
ters, give  a  partial  preference  to  one  above  another, 
and  set  them  in  opposition  to  each  other,  according  to 
their  several  opinions.  The  various  sects  and  parties, 
professing  Christianity,  appeal  to  Scripture  in  proof  of 
their  discordant  tenets;  and  multitudes,  content  with 
those  passages  which  seem  to  speak  the  language  of 
some  favourite  systeni,  pass  over  all  the  rest  as  if  no- 
thing to  the  purpose,  or  nothing  to  them,  a  mere  caput 
mortuum^  in  divinity. 

These  things  are  notorious;  but  whence  do  they 
arise?  We  allow,  that  the  vastness  of  the  design  re- 


*  Tlie  inHifiid  mansy  that  remains  when  the  spirits  are  all 
drawn  off  by  distillation;  or  the  mere  dross  left  in  refining  xnt* 
fals. 
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Tealed  in  Scripture,  which  has  reladon  io  things  un- 
seen and  eternal,  and  to  the  perfections  of  the  incom- 
prehensible God,  must  very  far  exceed  the  capacity  of 
dur  narrow  minds,  and  cannot  enter  the  understanding 
at  once,  nor  be  apprehended  at  one  glance;  and  when 
viewed  in  parts,  the  unity  is  broken  and  the  harmony 
obscured:  insomuch  that  we  may  justly  question^ 
.whether  any  creature  can  perfecdy  comprehend  the 
consistency  of  the  glorious  plan, "  which  angels  desire 
**  to  look  into,*' — ^But  other  reasons  concur  in  pro- 
ducing this  discordancy  of  sentiment.  The  Bible  is  a 
revelation  from  God  to  sitmers:  and  it  seems  an  appa- 
rent intention  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  to  arrange  and  con- 
tsdtute  this  revelation,  as  to  make  trial  of  men's  hearts; 
and  to  distinguish  betwixt  the  humble  teachable  en- 
quirer after  salvation,  and  those  who  read  the  Scrip- 
tures with  captious  self-sufficiency  in  order  to  start 
objections,  with  attachment  .to  a  party  for  weapons  of 
angry  controversy,  or  with  a  woridly  and  sfensual  mind 
to  find  excuse  for  their  sins.  "  The  way^faring  men, 
'*  though  fools,  shall  not  err  therein.*'  But  **  the  Lord 
'*  taketli  the  wise  in  their  own  craftiness:"  "  Because 
••  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they 
**  might  be  saved;  and  for  this  came  God  shall  iscnd 
**  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie; 
**  that  they  might  all  be  damned,  who  believed  no^  the 
••  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."*  "  Un- 
^'  to  you,"  saith  our  Lord  to  his  enquiring  disciples, 
'^  it  is  given  to  know  the  mystery  of  the  kingdom 

•  1  Thcss.  ii.  10—15. 
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V  of  God:  but  uiito  ttem  thet  mm  ividioot,  ait 
_  ^*  these  things  are  done  in  parables ;  that  seeing 
*<  they  may  see  and  not  perceive,  and  bearing  they 
*^  may  hear  and  not  understand,  lest  tt'any  time  they 
'*  should  be  converted^  and  their  sins  diould  be  for* 
"  giwn  thenu  "* — My  brethren,  let  us  pray  for  a  hum* 
ble  teachable  spirit,  which  will  avail  us  &r  more  inan« 
derstanding  the  Scriptures  to  the  good  of  our  oim 
aoiils,  than  all  the  acuteness  and  learning  in  the  wt)rid. 
In  proportion  as  we  possess  this  temper,  and  redly 
love  truth  and  hdiness,  we  shall  escape  these  dangers^ 
and  perceive  more  and  more  the  consistency  of  ihe 
(^  word  of  God. 

But  as  this  disposition  b  imperfect,  and  counteracted 
by  remaining  prejudice,  in  the  best  of  men;  so  none 
of  us  perceive  all  that  consistency  which  really  subsists 
in  divine  revelation, — A  satisfactory  discovery,  how- 
ever, of  the  harmony  of  Scripture  is  doubtless  a  good 
test  of  the  degree  in  which  we  really  understand  divine 
things:  and  ever  since  the  Bible  became  my  peculiar 
study,  this  discovery  has  been  my  invariable  object. 
No  arguments  could  induce  my  assent  even  to  the  doc- 
trine o^  justification  by  faith  in  Christy  alone^  till  I  was 
satisfied  of  its  perfect  agreement  with  the  honour  of 
the  cfivine  law,  and  the  indispensable  necessity  of  per- 
aonal  holiness,  and  fruitfulness  in  good  works,  which 
I  was  sure  were  every  where  insisted  on  in  the  sacred 
volume.    In  like  manner  my  objections  to  tlie  doc- 

•Is.  vi  9,  10.  Matt.  xiii.  11—15.  Mark  iv.  11,  12.  Luke 
^.  9,  10.  John  xii.  40,  41.  Actoxxviii.  35—27. 


trines  otpersoMal  election  nxA  final  penevermce  were 
insuperable,  till  I  was  fully  satisfied  of  their  consist* 
cncy  with  exhortations,  warnings,  invitations,  and  per-.^ 
suasions  on  the  minister's  part;  and  diligence,  watch- 
fiilness,  and  strenuous  exertions  on  that  of  the  people; 
which  are  &r  more  spoken  of  in  Scripture,  than  these 
doctrines  are. 

In  order  to  state,  with  deamess  and  fulness,  the  re«- 
aolt  of  my  enquiries  on  this  mysterious  and  contro- 
verted  subject,  I  have  chosen  a  very  copious  text,  but 
ndther  intend  to  enter  particularly  into  minute  expla* 
natioo,  oor  to  confine  myself  closely  to  it;  but,  ac« 
cording  to  a  very  simple  plan  and  method,  to  advert 
to  a  variety  of  other  scriptures,  as  we  proceed  with 
the  subject.  I  shall  therefore  take  occasion  fixim  the 
text  to  observe, 

■  ^ 

I.  That  Christ  came  down  from  heaven  to  exe*. 
cute  the  Father's  commission. 

II.  That  this  commission  hath  a  special  refer- 
ence  to  those^  whom  the  Father  hath  given 
him. 

IIL  That  all  these,  and  none  else,  will  come 
to  Christ. 

IV.  That  he  will  most  certainly  receive  all  who 
do  come  to  him. 

V.  That  his  commission  reaches  to  the  infallir 
Ue  and  everlasting  salvation  of  the  body  and  soiil 
ef  every  one,  who  is  thus  given  to  him,  and  comes 


\ 
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to  him;  or  who  sees  bim^  believes  in  him,  and  de-- 
pends  on  him  for  salvaUon^ 

VI.  That  an  these  observations  are  perfectly 
consistent  with  many  things  which  some  profess- 
ed Calvinists  object  to,  and  which  many  Armini- 
ans  suppose  inconsistent  with  otir  doctrines^  This 
will  natorally  lead  me  to  close  with  a  brief  appli- 
cation.— And  may  God  the  Spirit  open  all  our 
understandings  and  hearts  to  understand  and  re- 
ceive his  truth;  and  bless  this  design  to  the  edifi- 
cation and  establishment  of  many  souls,  and  the 
promotif^  of  true  godliness  within  us  and  around 


L  Christ  came  bown  from  heaven  to  exe- 
cute THE  Father's  commission.  "  I  came  down 
"  from  heaven,  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will 
**  of  him  that  sent  me/* 

It  might  have  been  supposed  that  this  expression, 
**  I  came  down  from  heaven,"  would  create  conside- 
rable difficulty  to  such  as  look  upon  Christ  as  a  mere 
man,  who  never  was  in  heaven  before  his  ascension: 
but  criticism  in  the  hands  of  an  ingenious  man  is  a 
magick  wand,  and  nothing  can  stand  before  it!  It  is, 
however,  greatly  to  be  wished,  that  these  modes  of 
interpretation  had  been  conceded,  as  a  kind  of  mono- 
poly, to  the  Socinians,  and  had  never  disgraced  the 
writings  of  those  who  call  Jesus  their  Lord  and  God, 
and  profess  to  trust  in  him  alone  for  salvation.  Oh, 
when  will  men  shew  due  re^'ercnce  to  the  oracles  of 
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Gody  and  suppose  that  the  Holy  Spirit  dictates  proper 
language,  which  need  not  be  tortured  from  its  plain 
meaning  in  the  defence  of  truth,  whatever  the  credit 
of  a  party  may  require! 

We,  however,  profess  to  believe,  that  "  being  in  the 
**  form  of  God,  he  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal 
^'  with  God:  yet  he  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and 
^*  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made 
^*  in  the  likeness  of  man/'  Originally  he  was  no  ser* 
vant,  and  therefore  no  creature;  for  all  holy  creatures 
must  be  the  servants  of  God:  but  he  condescended  to 
assume  that  character  along  with  human  nature.  In 
this  character  he  acted  on  earth,  and  will  act  in  heaven 
till  the  day  of  judgment,  by  commission^  and  according 
to  instructions.  ^^  He  came  not  to  do  his  own  will,  but 
*'  the  will  of  him  that  sent  him;"  in  which  he  not  only 
is  our  Saviour,  but  ^^  hath  left  us  an  example  that  we 
<'  should  follow  his  steps.'' 

We  must  not,  however,  suppose  that  there  is  the 
least  opposition  betwixt  the  will  of  the  Father  and  tliat 
of  the  Son.  He  appeared  on  earth  as  man;  and  by  this 
language  he  intimated  that  he  acted  not  by  human  par- 
tiality,  but  according  to  the  counsel  of  God.  It  is  like- 
wise an  accommodation  to  our  infirmities,  and  serves 
to  obviate  our  misapprehensions. 

But  what  is  the  general  purport  of  this  commission? 
Let  us  hear  the  word  of  God:  "  This  is  a  faithful  say- 
"  ing,  and  worthy  of  a// acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ 
V*  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  **  God  so 
"  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
'*  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 


528  sitvoK.^ 

^<  but  bave  everlasdng  life.  Fcr  God  sent  not  his  Son 
<'  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  worlds  but  that  the 
^'  world  through  him  might  be  saved.''  '*  His  Uood 
^*  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sihs,  and  not  for  ours  only 
^*  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. "^  Had  the  wri- 
ters of  the  Scriptures  been  as  scrupulously  careful,  to 
prevent  even  tlie  appearance  of  deviating  from  system- 
atical consistency,  as  many  modems  are,  they  would 
never  have  thus  expressed  themselves. — I  dare  not, 
however,  adopt  any  of  the  above-mentioned  arts  of 
criticism  to  narrow  the  obvious  sense  of  tlrcse  and  si- 
jnilar  texts:  and  as  I  hope  this  day,  previously  to  re- 
ceiving and  administering  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  use 
the  following  terms  in  solemn  prayer,  Christ  '  by  his 
>  own  oblation  of  himself  once  offered,  made  a  full, 

*  perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and  satis&o 

*  tion  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;"t  I  would  no 
more  contradict  this  solemn  profession  from  the  pul- 
pit, than  I  would  preach  against  the  seventeenth  arti- 
cle respecting  predestination. — The  compilers  of  our 
Liturgy  evidently  thought  both  true,  and  consistent 
with  each  other,  and  I  am  happy,  to  coincide  in  senti- 

*  John  iii.  16—20.  1  Tim.  i.  15.  1  John  ii.  1,  2. 

t   1.  I  learn  to  believe  in  God  the  Father,  who  hetli  made 
me  and  all  the  world; 

2.  In  God  the  Son,  "who  hath  redeemed  me  and  ali  mn' 

kind; 

3.  In  God  the  Holy  Glicst,  who  sanctifieth  me,  and  all  ti£ 
elect /leo/ilc  of  God.  (Church  Catechism.) 


liieut  with  these  veneraUe  characters.*  It  will  appear 
that  none  but  the  elect  will  eventually  be  benefited  by 
the  death  of  Christ:  yet,  there  is  a  sense  of  vast  import- 
ance,  in  which  it  may  be  properly  said,  and  the  Holy. 


Ilera  Election  is  supposed  to  be  connected  immediately  with 
wanctification^ntA  with  redcntfiHon:  and  this  appears  to  me  most 
evidenUy  the  scriptural  way  of  stating  the  subject;  though  it 
differs  in  some  measur.e  from  nuoiy  Calvinut  creeds  and  sys- 
tems. 

<  Christ  was  crucified  to  reconcile  his  Father  to  us,  and  to  be 
<  a  sacrifice)  not  only  for  original  guilt,  but  also  for  the  actual 
^  sins  of  men/ (3d- Article.) 

<  The  offeriing  of  Christ)  once  madO)  is  that  perfect  redemp- 

*  tioii)  propitiatiodi  and  satia&ction,  for  all  the  sins  of  the  whole 

*  world,  both  original  and  actual.'  (31st  Article.) 

H^nce  it  appears,  that  this  was  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
•ur  venerable  reformers;  and  that  it  is  the  Mtandard-doctrine  of 
our  established  church. 

*  It  is  very  well  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  Liturgy  of 
the  Church  of  England,  though  compiled  by  known  CalvinistSi 
18  most  pointedly  opposite  to  every  degree  and  species  of  Antino- 
mianism.  The  conclusion  of  the  general  Thanksglvingi  a  great 
part  of  the  Litany,  and  innumerable  other  passages,  might  be 
adduced  in  illustration  of  this  remark.  But  the  Collect  for  the 
day,  when  thb  Sermon  was  preached,  is  so  directly  apposite  to 
the  subject,  tliat  I  shall  insert  a  part  of  it.—-'  Stir  up,  O  Lord; 
^  we  beseech  thee,  the  viiU  of  thy  faithful  people,  that  they 

*  fiUntiously  bringing  forth  the  fruit  of  good  works,  may  of  thee 

*  be  /ilenteously  rewarded.'— It  hath  been  much  wondered  how 
Socinians,  Arians,  or  Arminians  can  subscribe  our  articles,  or 
use  our  Liturgy:  and  it  must  be  at  least  equally  surprising,  if 
sny  Antinomians  can  do  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Vol.  II.  3  X 
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Spirit  haih  expre^y  said,  dnt  *^  hh  blood  is  the  pfo« 
<<  pitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  WOrid/' 

The  principals  though  not  the  only,  object. of  Christ's 
appearing  in  human  oaturei  and  living  so  many  years 
a  holy  sufferer,  and  dying  in  unknown  agonies  on  Ac 
crossi  was  ^*  to  bring  in  everlasting  righteousnessi  and 
'*  to  inake  propitiation  for  iniquity i"  as  preparatory  to 
his  mediation  and  his  intercession  for  sinners^  as  our 
High  Priest  before  God  in  heaven.  The  perfection  of 
his  arduous  obediencci  and  the  intensenesa  of  his  com- 
plicated suSbrings,  were  doubtless  of  indi^ensaUe 
necessity  and  of  vast  efficacy,  in  this  plan  of  redemp- 
tion: yet  it  was  the  union  of  the  Deity  with  the  man 
Christ  Jesus  in  one  mysterious  person,,  which  stamped 
its  full  value  on  this  sacrifice  for  sin.  But  can  uj  tpm 
who  believes  the  real  deity  of  Christ,  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce it  an  infinite  ransom?  Infinite  honour  was  given 
to  the  divine  law  by  his  obedience,  and  infinite  satis- 
faction made  to  divine  justice  by  his  atoning  sacrifice.* 
And  through  this  infinite  sufficiency,  that  hindrance, 
which  arose  rrom  the  perfect  holiness  and  righteous- 
ness of  God,  and  the  inconceivable  demerit  of  sin  is 
once  for  all  entirely  removed:  so  that  it  would  be  no 
impeachment  of  the  purity  of  the  divine  character,  no 


*  Even  Calvin  lumself  writes  thus,  <  He  (the  apostle)  maketli 

*  it  the  common  grace  of  all  men,  because  it  is  proposed  to  allf 
^  not  because  it  is  actually  extended  to  all.  For  Skkhough  Christ 
^  suffered  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;  and  i»  •jffereU'm^ 
^  criminately  to  all  men  by  the  goodness  of  God,  yet  all  do  not 

*  apprehend  him.'  (Rom.  v.  IB.)  And  again,  '  Christ  suffercti 
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deduction  from  Ae  lionow  of  Ae  faw,  and  no  abate- 
ment of  the  horror  and  hatred  which  we  ought  to  con- 

<  nfficicntl^bv  the  whole  world;  but  efficaciou»fy  only  for  the 
^  elect.*  (1  Johnii.  2.)— —Indeed  if  human  authority  avaUeth 
807  t^S»>  ^  would  be  easy  to  adduce  abundsnt  evidence  fh>m 
the  VI09C  respectable  Calvkiist  divines; 

To  Una  it  is  objectedf  that  k  doea  not  consiA  with  fh^jtMce 
of  Oodj  that  any  should-  perish  fer  whom  €hrist  died.  Yet  Pe* 
ter  scruples  not  to  speak  of  those  ^  who  deny  the  Lord  that 
<^  bought  theniy  and  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruction:'* 
and  Paul  of  ^  destroying  those  (br  whom  Christ  died."  It  nnght 
indeed  have  been  expected  that  systematical  expoutors  would* 
find  out  otRer  interpretations  of  these  and*  similar  testimonies 
but  the  question  is,  whether  their  interpretaKien»bif  natural  sttkf 
obvious,  and  such  as  they  would  deem  admissible  in  different 
circumstances? 

The  idea  of  Christ  paying  exactly  so  much  for  one^  and  90 
muthfir  anothCTj  and  so  much  for  each,  and  then  adding  the 
sums  together,  and  forming  a  large  limited  sum,  just  sufficient 
to  jpaasom  the  elect,  appe«*s  unscriptural,  and'  gives  a  degrad- 
ioy  view  of  the  glorious  subject  An  all^ujffSdtnr  atonemeiit 
was.  made  at  once,  and  an  immeasurable  fulness  of  mercy  and 
grace  is^  treasured  up  in  Christ,  lo  be  communicated,  according 
to  the  eternal  purpose  and  counsel  of  God»  Every  believer  re- 
ceives from  this  fulness:  others  remain  under  condemnation, 
not- through  defect  of  merit  in  Christ,  but  through  thcjr  own 
impenitency  and  unbelief. 

It  would  not  have  conusted  with  divine  justico  to  have  saved 
tanners  without  an  atonement;  as  it  appears  from  the  apostle's 
reasoning;  (Rom.  ili.  25,  26:)  otherwise  perhai^s  we  slM>uld 
have  been  rash  in  asseiling  it.  fiut  where  is  it  written  tliat  God 
cannot,  consistently  with  justice,  condemn  any  unbeliever? 
Doubtless  he  will  fulfB  his  whole  counsel,  ancl  save  all  he  in- 
tended to  save.  But  previousty  to  faith  inrChrist,  no  sinner  hath 
ff^  claim  upon  his  offended  Sovereign:  and  afterwards  the  di- 
vine fiuthfulness  and  mercy  arc  his  sole  and  suflicient  security. 
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oeive  agsdnst  ski,  should  God  through  Christ  pardon 

all  the  sinners  who  now  live,  or  who  ever  shall  liire,  oq 

earth. 

In  love  that  sUrpasseth  knowledge,  the  Redeemer 

l)aving  executed  this  part  of  bis  commission,  arose 
from  the  dead,  and  ascended  into  heaven,  there  in  ^017 
at  the  Father's  right  hand  to  complete  the  grand  design; 
and  hath  all  power  and  authority  in  heaven  and  earth, 
and  all  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit,  for  that  purpose:  and 
this  design  consists  in  pardoning,  sanctifying,  defend- 
ing, and  bringing  to  perfect  holiness  and  felicity,  ali 
without  exception  who  come  to  God  through  him. 
But  this  leads  us  to  shew 

IL  That  Christ's  commission  has  a  special 

REFERENCE   TO  THOSE   WHOM    THE  FaTHER  HATH 
GIVEN   TO  HIM. 

Though  no  obstacle  from  divine  justice  to  the  salva- 
tion of  any  sinner,  or  of  every  sinner,  now  remains: 
yet  a  hindrance  equally  insuperable,  except  by  omnipo- 
tent grace,  is  found  in  the  depravity  of  our  fiillen  na- 
ture.— The  sun  is  created,  and  placed  in  the  open 
firmament,  for  the  common  benefit  of  mankind;  there 
is  in  that  luminary  no  defect  of  light,  nor  would  there 
be  any,  were  innumerable  additional  millions  to  share 
the  benefit.  Yet  some  men  do  not  see;  not  frono  anv 
defect  in  the  sun,  but  from  one  in  themselves.  God, 
who  is  no  debtor  to  his  creatures,  gives  the  blessing  of 
sight  to  whom  he  will:  but  if  he  withhold  or  witlidraw 
it,  the  man  is  benighted  at  noon  day. 

Christ  was  lifted  up  upon  the  cross,  (like  the  bra- 
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zen  serpent  on  the  pole,)  and  is  kdd  forth  in  the 
preached  gospel,  for  **  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  look 
^*  unto  and  be  saved."  This  may  properly  be  called 
the  common  benefit  of  mankind:  there  is  no  defect  of 
merit,  of  mercy,  or  of  grace  in  hirh;  nor  would  be  any^ 
if  millions  as  numerous  as  the  sand  should  receive  out 
of  his  fulness.  But  the  want  of  a  right  disposition  of 
heart,  which  fallen  man  has  not,  which  God  alone  can 
give,  but  which  he  may  justly  withhold  from  a  rebel- 
lious  subject,  effectually  prevents  the  salvation  of  all 
who  do  not  receive  it.  The  case  is  parallel:  except, 
that  bodily  blindness  is  not  generally  a  man's  fault,  or 
a*  defect  in  his  moral  character;  whereas  the  want  of 
humility,  spirituality,  and  love  of  God  is  m,  original 
stHy  the  fruitful  parent  of  all  other  sins,  in  &llen  men 
and  fallen  angels. 

Let  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  be  fairiy  proposed, 
with  solemn  warnings  and  pressing  invitations,  to  two 
m«n  of  exactly  the  same  character  and  disposition;  if 
they  were  left  to  themselves  in  entirely  similar  circum- 
stances, the  effect  must  be  precisely  the  same.  But  be- 
hold, while  one  proudly  scorns  and  resents  the  gracious 
oflfer;  the  other  trembles,  weeps,  repents,  prays,  believes! 
**  Who  maketh  this  man  to  differ  from  the  other?  or 
*•  what  hath  he  that  he  hath  not  received?"  The  scrip- 
tural answer  to  this  question,  when  properly  under- 
stood, decides  die  whole  controversy.  Human  depravity 
produces  different  effects  in  vast  variety,  and  gathers 
strength  by  habit:  but,  in  its  root  and  nature,  it  is  the 
same  and  equal  in  all  men*  This  can  be  effectually 
cvercome  by  nothing  except  a  new  creation,  a  •*  work 
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la  Cfac  OK  befidce  49led«tbc  mvi  wIk^  psoudljF 
pooled  ad.  mtatpd  tbe  oflfer  of  fip^  sdvadn  Irqbi 
dgJCflcdpcgJrioq,hadt^i^»wg^fc^wcawro^ghtillfe 
hevt  bgE  die  energy  of  the  Holy  GhoM;  would  oqf- 
fUD^  l"^  enbnnedt  h;  9fid  had  the  othv,.  vii#  bc^ 
licvcdy  been  left  to  himself  he  ivould  w  ceruM^  hvc 
itfeclcd  iL  Tlus  disringiiiahiDg  geice  is  praviQiMkii!^ 
neither  jamtoefiior  dffiredhf^  wbep  of  tben^;.  it  wqi^ 
JQstlj  have  beeo  viddield  firom  botbi  but  it  is  |^ 
cioasif  commopiiat)^ to. cpr ^aod notito. t)ie other,  bf  a 
spYei;ei|^!  Qqd  *'  accordiijig  to  t)ie  counsel  of  hi^  owa 
^'  will.''  He,  and  he  alone,  ''  hadi  made  one  to^difibr 
**  from.  anotberA'^  None,  usas  thi»di$tinctioo:  inimiigm- 
alltj  made  by  tbe  sovereign  Disposer  of  all  things,  or 
was  it  not?  If  intentionally;  was  thrt  intention  first 
conceived  at  the  moment  of  execution^  or  previously? 
\{ previously^  why  not  from  eternity?  Indeed,  if  any 
of  tl)c  works  of  God,  when  actually  accompUdied,  be 
righteous,  holy,  wise,  gopd^  axid  faithful,  the  eternal 
purpose  of  performing  them  must  liave  been  equally 
righteous,  holy,  wise,  good,  ajid  faitliful:  unless  it  can 
be  uronff  to  dctcnnine  to  do  rigJity  if  that  determina- 
tion was  formed   long  before  it  was  e^ecutedj  If  it 
consists  witli  divine  justice  and  goodness  to  leave  one 
sinner  to  jx^risli,  and  to  save  ^iK)thcr  equally  guilty  by 
an  act  of  sovereign  gnice  and  power;  it  must  have  been 
equally  consibtcnt  with  justice  and  goodness,  to  decrcf 
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the  deMftietiM  tf  the  om  iiM  the  sahration  of  the 
other*  lit  short,  the  two  doctrines;  that  tit  ittan's  ttttifi 
dcprnoityi  and  that  of  a  ntiv  crctUion  unto  hdliruiss  bf 
the  sole  energy  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  any  belf), 
and  nofh withstanding  evety  hin^b^ee,  firoth  nature, 
tail  never  consistently  be  separated  from  fiat  cfpersMdl 
electUnu  nor  upon  this  ground  cati  a  satisfactory  re^notl 
be  ^yen,  why  any  arc  sa^ed  and  sanctified,  but  ildit,* 
that  ^<  God  hath  chosen  us  ih  Christ  before  the 
'^  foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  should  ht  holy,  and 
'*  without  bhtne  before  him  in  lote:  having  predesthtt- 
**  ted  U8  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ 
^^  unto  himself,  according  to  the  good  pleasufe  df  his 
*«  will;  to  the  praise  dl  tht  glofy  6^  his  grace,  wheie- 
<*  by  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved;  In 
*'  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even 
^  die  forgiveness  of  our  sins/^ 

*'  Known  unto  Qod  are  aU  biis  works  from  the  be- 
^^  ginning  of  the  wofld."  In  hi^  unsearchable  judg- 
ments; (Ob,  how  deep  ztt  they!)  doubtless  for  wise 
imdrighteous  purposes,  though  not  clearly  discemat^ 
by  us  purblind  mortals^  he  Was  pleased  to  permit  the 
first  entrance  of  sin,  the  fkU  of  Adam,  and  the  depra- 
vation of  the  human  race.  It  suits  not  my  present 
fimits  to  (fiscant  on  this  subject:  I  may  scarcely  pause 
fo  drop  z  tear  for  the  awful  catastrophe.  But,  that  man 
is'fidlen  and  depraved,  that  *^  the  whole  world  lieth  hi 
**  wickedness,*'  aH  we  see,  hear,  read,  or  experience 


•  Ephosians  i.  4—7. 
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demonstrates,  and  all  confirms  the  testimony  of  God 
in  Scripture  to  this  humbling  doctrine.    Utterly  desti- 
tute of  love  to  the  holy  perfections  of  God,  desire  of 
his  favour,  delight  in  his  service,  gratitude  for  his  bene- 
fits, or  regard  to  his  glory,  man  b  universally  disposed 
to  inordinate  idolatrous  self-love,  and  love  of  worldly 
objects.  His  own  honour  and  glory  he  seeks,  his  own 
imagined  excellences  he  admires,  his  crinies  he  vindi- 
cates or  excuses;  he  afiects  independency,  and  would 
Iia^e  all  others  admire  and  honour  him  as  much  as  he 
does,  himself.  He  also  idolizes  wordly  objects;  **  The 
^^  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of 
'^  life"  he  chooses  as  his  portion.  These  are  '*  his  good 
"  things,"  for  which  he  most  ardently  thirsts,  on  which 
he  mainly  depends,  ai\d  in  which  he  places  his  chief 
felicity.  Hence  eventually  proceed  all  unrighteousness^ 
licentiousness,  and  ungodliness,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent constitutional  propensities,  educations,  and  habits 
of  different  men.   "  The  law  of  God  is  weak  through 
**  the  flesh,"  and  cannot  restrain  their  impetuous  de- 
sires.   In  the  pursuit  of  their  self-exalting  or  carnal 
projects,  the  will  and  worship  of  God  are  neglected, 
the  rules  of  justice,  truth,  and  benevolence  violated, 
and  every  excess  committed.  But  "  the  wnith  of  God 
**  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and 
*^  unrighteousness  of  men;"  and  eternal  punishment  is 
annexed  to  the  transgression  of  this  holy  law  by  him 
^*  to  whom  vengeance  belongs:  "and  when  this  is  made 
known  to  the  proud  rebel,  his  negligent  conter.^pt  of 
Gcxl  breaks  forth  in  enmity,  and  sometimes  in  blisplie- 
my  against  the  divine  perfections,  law,  and  govern- 


SERMON.  587 

ment;  '^  because  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  agsunst  God, 
^^  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed 
**  can  be;  so  then,  they  that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot 
*•  please  Grod" 

Thb  state  of  the  human  race  God  foresaw;  and  he, 
who  alone  is  competent  to  estimate  the  tendency  of 
such  a  temper  of  hearty  and  the  malignity  of  such  a 
conduct,  evidently  considered  all  men  both  as  meriting 
eternal  misery,  and  as  '^  vessels  of  wrath  fitted  for  de- 
•*  struction." 

Redemption  by  the  blood  of  Christ  was  a  most  dis- 
tinguished part  of  his  original  plan.  He  was  **  the 
**  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundatidn  of  the  world." 
Whatever  other  method  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom, 
could  have  devised  for  his  own  glory  in  the  salvation 
of  sinners,  this  was  doubtless  the  best;  for  it  was  ac- 
tually chosen.  But  this  plan  can  have  no  foundation 
except  in  the  humiliating  truth,  that  all  men  were  so 
exceedingly  guilty  and  deserving  of  everlasting  misery, 
that  it  did  not  stand  with  the  honour  of  a  just  and  holy 
God  to  be  reconciled  to  any  of  them,  or  to  rescue 
them  from  destruction,  except  through  the  interposi- 
tion of  such  a  sacrifice,  as  that  of  ^*  his  well  beloved 
*'  Son  in  whom  he  is  well  pleased."  If  man  does  not 
deserve  danmation,  deliverance  from  it  is  noioi  grace 
but  of  debt.*  And  though  eternal  life  must  in  strict 

'  ■  ■  ■ ' '     ■       11    I     ■-.III-    III    II.    II     11  1 1     I 

« 

•  If  we  cannot  by  other  arguments  prove  the  justice  of  God 
in  the  damnation  of  sinners,  the  method  of  redemption  alone 
demonstrates  it.  And  it  is  more  our  interest,  and  more  bccom* 

•   Vol.  II.  3  Y 
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propriety  of  language  be  an  unmerited  gift  of  God  to 
any  of  his  creatures:  yet,  av  &r  as  we  know,  it  might 
have  been  honourably  given  to  us;  had  it  not  been  that 
man  was  so  guilty  and  God  so  holy,  that  without  the 
atonement  made  by  the  death  of  the  divine  Saviour, 
it  would  not  have  consisted  with  his  holiness  to  save 
so  ^le  a  Tebel.  If  thds  be  not  so,  ^'  then  Cluist  is  dead 
*•  in  vain.'* 

But  if  the  heart  of  sinful  man  is  enmity  to  a  holy 
God,  and  disdains  the  authority,  dislikes  the  precej^, 
and  abhors  the  sentence,  of  that  holy  law  which  con- 
demns him  for  his  crimes;  if  tlic  gospd  shews  the 
malignity  of  sin  and  the  desert  of  every  sinner,  in  the 
most  ccHispicuous  light;  if  it  maintains  the  authority, 
magniCes  the  precept,  and  vindicates  the  justice  of  the 
sentence  of  the  law;  and  if  it  gives  no  quarter  to  any 
sin,  saves  no  man  in  his  sins,  but  from  all  sin,  and  to 
all  that  very  holiness  which  the  law  demands,  **  WTiting 
•*  the  law  in  the  heart:"  could  it  be  reasonably  suppos. 
ed,  that  man  would  not  also  hate  and  quarrel  with  ihe 
affronting,  though  most  merciful,  message  of  free  sal- 
vation? It  might  have  been  previously  expected,  and 
matter  of  fact  indisputably  proves,  that  the  unadulte- 
rated gospel,  notwithstanding  its  surprising  largeness 
and  frccncss  of  grace  and  love,  is  more  offensive  to  the 


ing  us,  to  submit  to  his  righteousness,  and  apply  for  his  mercy; 
than  in  the  midst  of  our  ignorance  and  blindness,  to  spend  our 
time  in  vain  reasonings  upon  a  subject,  for  which  we  are  incom- 
petent; and  in  making  objections  to  those  appointments  which 
are  unalterably  determined,  whether  we  submit  to  them  ornc* 
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proud  rebel  than  the  very  law  itself,  and  excites  more 
enmity  and  blasphemy.  Nor  need  we  hesitate  to  assert 
that  every  individual,  if  left  to  himself,  would  as  infal- 
libly  have  either  neglected  and  opposed,  or  perverted 
and  abused,  the  gospel,  as  he  has  broken  and  quarrel- 
led with  the  law.  From  this  source  especially  have 
arisen,  all  the  persecutions  of  Christianity  which  have 
raged  in  many  ages  and  places;  all  the  indifference  and 
contempt  which  have  prevailed;  and  all  the  innumera- 
bio  corruptions  of  the  gospel,  which  have  been  devised, 
to  render  it  more  palatable  or  tolerable  to  the  pride 
or  to  the  lusts  of  men. 

F(H^seeing  this  as  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
leaving  the  gospel  to  take  its  own  course  in  the  world- 
knowing  that  all  would  reject  or  abuse  it  to  their  deeper 
condemnation;  the  Lord  did  not  consider  himself  bound 
in  justice  to  afibrd  his  obstinate  enemies  any  furiher 
grace,  but  judged  that  he  might  righteously  have  left 
them  all  to  the  consequences  of  their  perverseness. 
He  is  no  man's  debtor,  he  doeth  no  man  injustice,  hC 
punisheth  no  man  who  hath  not  deserved  it,  nor  any  oi^ 
above  his  deservings:  and,  however  men  may  now  dare 
to  find  fault,  all  his  dealings  will  be  sliewn  most  glori- 
ous in  wisdom,  holiness,  truth,  and  love,  and  ^^  every 
"  mouth  will  be  stopped"  in  "  the  d^iy  of  wrath,  and 
'*  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  who 
"  will  render  unto  every  man  according  to  his  deeds.'' 

But  where  none  has  any  claim,  may  next  the  great 
Ruler  of  the  universe  bestow  liis  unmerited  Hivoiirs  on 
whom  he  will?  Is  /le  alone  restricted  from  •'  doing  what 
*•  he  will  with  his  own?"  Seeuig  that  none  either  dc 
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serve,  or  desire  mercy  in  his  appointed  way^  but  aU 
harden  themselves  in  impenitent  and  obstinate  rebellion; 
in  high  sovereignty  he  declares,  **  I  will  liave  mercy, 
*^  on  whom  I  will  haye  mercy,  and  I  will  Iiave  com- 
^*  passion  on  whom  I  will  have  compsission.  So  then 
^^  it  is  not  of  him  that  wil|eth,  nor  of  him  that  run<^ 
"  neth,  but  of  God  that  sheweth  mercy*' » — "  Thcre- 
**  fore  he  hath  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy, 
'^  and  whom  he  will  he  hardenetli."  Not  but  that  all 
who  are  saved,  <dp.run  apd  seek;  and  *^  every  one  that 
/  seeketh,  findeth:"  but  God's  mercy  takes^  the  lead; 
his  preventing  gruce  hath  produced  this  willingness; 
and  tliercfore  the  one  sinner  wills,  runs,  seeks  and  finds: 
whilst  others,  Ipft  tq  themselves  and  to  their  own  lusts, 
and  to  Satan's  temptations,  meet  w]th  those  things  in 
the  righteous  providence  of  God,  which  harden  them 
more  and  more  to  their  destruction.* 

Poubtless  the  Lord  acts  with  the  most  perfect  wis- 
dom in  making  this  difference  among  sinners;  but  he 
deigns  not  to  inform  us  of  his  reasons;  and  who  are 


•  *  The  condition  of  man  after  the  fall  of  Adam  is  such,  tliat 
f  he  cannot  turn  and  prepare  himself,  by  his  own  natural  strcngil: 

<  and  good  works,  to  faith  and  calling  upon  God.   'Whercfoa- 

<  we  have  no  strength  to  do  good  works  pleasant  and  acceptable 

<  unto  God,  without  the  grace  of  God  by  Christ //rt-i'rw///.'^^  k>j 

*  that  we  may  have  a  good  zvill^  and  vjorking  in  us  when  ct  Afli'i 

*  that  good  will,'     (10th  Article.) 

<'  IFork  out  your  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trcmblin;j; /'■ 
*f  it  is  God,  which  w^rketh  in  you  to  will  and  r/o,  of  his  g'^yJ 
^\  pleasure."    (Phil.  ii.  12,  15.) 
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we,  worms,  rebels,  and  enemies,  that  we  should  expect 
it  from  him? 

When  therefore  he  appointed  his  beloved  Son  (**  his 
**  Elect  whom  he  had  chosen'^)  for  salvation  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth:  that  his  grace  might  not  be  frustrated  by 
man's  perverseness,  as  otherwise  it  must  have  been; 
while  he  saw  good  to  leave  others  under  the  condem- 
nation of  the  law,  and,  through  the  tendency  of  their 
evil  nature,  to  reject  the  gospel,  *^  from  the  I^eginning 
^'  he  chose"  a  people  '^  unto  salvation,  through  sane-  . 
tiiication  of  the  Spirit,  cind  belief  of  the  truth;  where- 
unto  he  calls  them  by  the  gospel,  to  the  obtaining  of 
**  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."* — These  arc 
the  persons,  spoken  of  in  the  text,  as  **  given  unto 
**  Christ'*  (by  some  mysterious  transaction,  according 
to  our  low  apprehensions,  betwixt  the  Father  and  the 
Son,)  when  he  undertook  the  work  of  redcmption.f 

•  2Thcss.  ii.  ll—U.' 

t  *  Predesliiitttion  to  life  is  the  everlasting  purpose  of  God, 
a  whereby  (before  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  1  id)  ne 
'hath  constantly  decreed  by  his  counsel,  secret  to  ns,  to  deliver 
(  from  curse  and  damnation  those,  whom  he  hath  chosen  in 

*  Christ  out  of  mankind,  and  to  bring  them  by  Christ  to  cver- 
*.  lasting  salvation,  as  vessels  made  to  honour.  Wherefore  they, 

*  which  he  endued  with  so  excellent  a  benefit  of  God,  be  called 
^  according  to  God's  purpose  by  his  Spirit  working  in  due  sea- 
€  son:  tliey  through  grace  obey  the  call:  they  be  justified  freely; 
^  they  be  made  sons  of  God  by  adoption;  they  be  made  like  the 

*  image  of  his  only  begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ;  they  walk  reli- 

*  giously  in  good  works;  and  at  length,  by  God's  mercy,  they 
<  attain  to  everlasting    felicity.'  (17th  Article.)' Some  argue. 
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Willi  an  especial  intention  of  saving  this  *^  remnant 
<*  according  to  the  election  of  grace,**  Christ  shed  his 
precious  blood.  "  I  lay  down>**  says  he,  "  my  life  for 
^^  the  sheep."  His  death  was  a  sufficient  atonement 
for  aU:  this  forms  an  encouragement  for    every  one 
that  hears  the  gospel,  and  leaves  all  without  excuse 
who  neglect  such  great  salvation.  But  our  Lord  fore- 
saw who  would  eventually  partake  of  tliis  infinite  ran- 
som. These  are  in  some  sense  his  sheep  even  before 
conversion:  **  Other  sheep,  says  he,  I  liave^  which  are 
^*  not  of  this  fold:"  meaning  the  unconverted  Gentiles. 
\Vhen  as  lost  sheep  they  are  wandering  in  the  ways  of 
destruction,  he  sends  his  ministers  to  those  {daces 
where  they  reside,  that  he  may  seek  and  save  tbem, 
and  bring  them  home  to  l^s  fold: — and  he  continues 
them  in  their  stations  till  his  purposes  are  accomplished 
**  Be  not  afraid,  but  speak,  and  hold  not  thy  peace,  for 
*'  I  am  with  thee,  and  no  man  shall  set  on  thee  to  hurt 
''  thee;  for  Ihcwe  much  people  in  this  cityy*^  saith  he  to 
persecuted  Paul  at  Corinth,  concerning  the  licentious 
inhabitants.*  And  for  these  he  especially  intercedes, 
and  not  for  the  world. f — '*  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 
**  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us  even  when 
**  dead  in  sin; — hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ 
*'  — For  by  grace  are  ye  saved,  through  taith;  and 


that  this  article  is  not  Calvinislick:  it,  however,  exactly  and  ad- 
mirably, sums  up  the  opinions  of  the  author,  by  whatever  tcnv. 
he  may  be  distinguished. 

•  Acts  xviii.  9,  10.  f  John  xvii.  9,  10.  2^ 
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**  that  not  of  yourselves;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.'** 


Thus  he  separates  his  elect  by  new-creating  grace,  and 
makes  them  ^*  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  his  pow- 
"  cr,  in  the  beauties  of  holiness."  "  We  ourselves 
**  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  aer- 
^'  ving  divers  lusts  and  pleasurqs,  living  in  malice  and 
'*  envy,  hateful  and  hating  one  another.  But  after  that 
^'  the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  towards 
<<  man  appeared;  not  by  works  of  righteousness  which 
^'  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 
^^  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of 
'<  the  Holy  Ghost."  **  He  hath  saved  us,  and  called  us 
^*  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works, 
^^  but  according  to  his  purpose  and  grace,  which  was 
**  ^ven  to  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began* "f 
Odiers  are  invited,  but  these  only  are  made  willing 
to  come:  the  rest  make  light  of  it  and  go  their  ways  to 
tfadr  favourite  pursuits.    This  leads  me, 

III.  To  observe,  that  all  these  shall  come 
TO  Christ,  and  none  else  will. 

This  is  illustrated  by  the  decree  of  Cyrus  to  the  cap- 
tive Jews.}:  "  Who  is  there  among  you,  of  all  his 
^*  pec^e?  his  God  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go  up  to 
•*  Jerusalem."  TKi^yfzs  general  for  all.  But  many  had 
got  comfortable  settlements  at  Babylon,  and  did  not  care 
enough  for  the  ashes  of  the  holy  city,  or  for  the  interests 
of  religion,  to  encounter  the  perils  and  hardships  of 
such  an  expedition.  Who  then  eventually  availed  them- 


Eph.  ii  1— 10.         t  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Tit.  iii.  2—9.         \  Ezra  i. 
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9dves  of  ilie  king's  permission?  "  All  they,  idiosc 
*^  spirit  God  had  raised  to  go,"  and  none  else.  Tbt 
others  might  and  could,  had.  they  possessed  a  vdSf^ 
mind;  but  they  had  not,  and  therefore  they  went  not. 
Nor  would  any  have  gone,  had  not  God  interposed  tc- 
make  some  of  them  witling.^ 

May  not  sinners  come  to  Christ?  How  runs  the  pro* 
damation?  *'  How  long  ye  simple  ones  will  ye  lore 
simplicity,  and  the  scomers  delight  in  their  sconuDg, 
and  fools  hate  knowledge?  Turn  you  at  my  reproof: 
'^  bdiotd  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  unto  you;  I  wiD 
*•  make  known  my  wprds  unto  you."t — **  Ho,  evoy 
*^  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters:  and  he 
<^  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat;  yea, 
come  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and  widi- 
out  price.  Wherefore  do  ye  spend  your  money  for 
that  u  hich  is  not  bread?  and  your  labour  ioc  diat 
*'  which  satisfieth  not?"  "Seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
*'  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  wliileheisnear; 
**  let  the  kicked  forsake  his  Avay,  and  the  unrighteous 
*'  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord, 
"  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  him:  and  to  our  God, 
*^  and  he  will  abundantly  pardon."J — '*  Now  thenAVC 
*'  arc  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  bc- 
•*  sccch  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be 
"  ye  reconciled  unto  God.'>  "  We  beseech  vou, — that 


cc 
cc 

cc 


»  Sec  a  letter  of  Arclibisliop  Ushcr*s,  for  a  more  full  dfscus* 
sion  of  this  point;  and  for  this  and  scleral  other  illustrations 
and  arguments. 

t  Pi-ov.  i.  22,  23.  I  IsaiaJi  Iv.  I— 3,  6,  7. 
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^  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain."*  ^*  Let 
**  him  that  is  athirst  come;  and  whosoever  Tc;f//)  let  him 
."  take  of  the  water  of  life  fredy.'^f  Who  is  excepted 
by  name  or  character  in  these  general  proclamatipns? 
—Christ  complains  of  men,  that  '*  they  will  not  come 
^'  to  him»  that  they  might  have  life;"  and  he  thus  pa^ 
thetically  laments  over  Jerusalem ,  ^^  How  often  would 
^*  I  have  gathered  thy  children,  as  a  hen  gathereth  her 
**  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not.^^ 
Jehovah  says  with  the  greatest  solemnity  and  earnest* 
ness;  **  As  I  live,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of 
^*  the  wicked^  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way, 
**  and  live.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  fix)m  your  evil  ways;  for 
**  why  will  ye  die?" — ^Justice  indeed  demands  the  exe- 
cution of  the  criminal;  but  the  merciful  Prince,  as  it 
were,  sheds  tears,  whilst  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  (if  he 
ndU  maintain  the  honour  of  his  kingdom,)  he  signs  the 
death-warrant.  The  reason  of  the  destruction  of  sin- 
ners  is  therefore  thus  stated: — "  Because  I  have  called, 
•*  and  ye  refused,  I  have  stretched  forth  my  hands,  and 
^  no  man  regarded;  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my 
^'counsel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof:  I  also  will 
<^  laugh  at  your  calamity^  and  mock  when  your  fear 

'«  cometh."t 

But  sinners  cannot  obey  the  call.  This  is  a  trudi,  if 

truly  understood.  They  are  under  a  morale  not  a  na- 
turaly  inability.  Is  this  distinction  useless  and  unintel- 
ligible? Is  there  no  difference  betwixt  a  covetous 
iwretch,  who  with  a  full  purse  hath  no  hearty  and  a 


w^ 


•  2  Cor.  V.  vi.         t  Rev.  xxii.  17.         \  Prov.  i.  24—33. 
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Sinners  are  not  of  themselves  wilUng  to  stoop  so 
low,  and  to  leave  so  much,  as  the  gospel  requires;  or 


the  xnost  consummate  wisdom,  justice,  truth,  and  goodness. 
He  cannot:  and  shall  we  say,  this  inability  (which  is  the  incom- 
municable glory  of  his  nature)  renders  him  less  entitled  to  our 
admiring,  adoring,  grateful  love,  than  otherwise  he  would  be? 
Every  one  must  sec  what  confusion  would  be  introduced  into 
civil  and  domcstick  concerns,  if  no  regard  were  paid  to  this 
disdnction,  and  an  Inveterate  propensity  were  allowed  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  crimes:  and  it  introduces  equal  perplexity  into  all  our 
discourses  on  divine  tilings;  because  it  runs  directly  counter  to 
all  our  rules  of  judging  characters  and  actions.  A  good  outward 
action,  without  the  least  corresfiondent  diafioaition^  is  in  reality 
mere  hy/iocrisy:  as  the  disposition  to  good  and  aversion  to  evil 
increase,  good  actions  have  more  genuine  sincerity y  and  the  cha- 
vacter  more  amiableness.  When  we  can  say  with  the  apostles, 
**  We  cannot  but  do,''  so,  and  so-  ■  ■  we  are  entitled  to  as  much 
esteem  and  approbation  as  mere  men  can  be.    This  moral  ina* 
MUty  to  evil  is  much  stronger  in  angels  and  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect;  and  therefore  we  are  taught  to  look  forward 
to  such  a  holy  estate  and  temper,  as  the  summit  of  our  wishes 
and  desires:  and  God  himself,  who,  being  under  no  restraint, 
but  doing  his  whole  pleasnroy  cannot  but  be  perfectly  and  un- 
changeably holy,  is  proposed  as  the  object  of  entire  love,  ad- 
miring gratitude,  and  adoiing  praise. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  bad  action,  if  done  without  intention^  or 
the  least  dUfiosition  to  such  moral  evily  is  deemed  purely  acci- 
dental, and  not  culpable.  When  it  is  contrary  to  a  manVgeue- 
ral  disposition  and  character,  and  the  effect  of  sudden  temfita" 
Hotly  it  is  considered  as  more  venial  than  when  the  effect  of  a 
rooted  disposition:  and  for  a  criminal  to  plead,  <  I  am  so  prg- 
pense  to  theft  and  cruelty,  that  I  could  not  help  it,'  would  be 
to  condemn  himself  as  the  vilest  miscreant,  not  lit  to  live,  in 
the  opinion  of  judge,  jury,  and  spectators. 
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to  part  with  every  forbidden  indulgence,  to  renounce 
the  world  and  deny  themselves,  to  take  up  their  cross 
and  follow  Christ;  and  without  this  willmgness  they 
cannot  be  his  disciples.  This  is  the  real,  and  the  only, 
hindrance.  Were  they  once  willing  they  would  ask, 
and  God  would  give  them,  all  the  rest. 

D< » they  not  come  because  these  bles^gs  were  not 
intended  for  them?  No  man  out  of  hell  can  possibly 
know  this  respecting  himself;  and  very  few  habitually 
think  it.  God's  secret  purposes  and  open  declarations 
perfectly  coincide;  ^^  But  secret  things  belong  unto 
*^  the  LoKD  our  God,  and  the  things  which  are  reveal- 
^\  ed,  to  us;"  (a  distinction  not  sufficiendy  attended 
to:)  the  former  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  the  rule  of  our 
conduct,  but  the  latter  are;  and  these  exclude  none, 
but  such  as  will  not  come  to  the  feast.  ^  Esau  sold  his 
birth-right  for  one  morsel  of  meat.    The  Lord  indeed 
did  not  intend  the  birth-right  for  Esau,  but  for  Jacob; 
yet  this,  not  being  the  motive  of  Esau's  conduct, 
formed  no  excuse  for  it.    He  is  condemned  in  Scrip- 


There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  proving  that  this  distinction  is 
implied  throughout  the  Bible,  and  has  its  foundation  in  the  na- 
ture of  things;  and  so  far  from  beinp  novel,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  rational  creature  can  be  unacquainted  m  ith  it.  No  man  ever 
yet  missed  the  distinction  between  the  sick  servant  who  could 
not  worky  and  the  lazy  servant  who  had  no  heart  to  his  vork; 
that  is,  bet%vixt  natural  and  moral  inability:  and  no  man  coulii 
govern  even  his  domesticks  in  a  proper  manner,  without  con- 
tinually adverting  to  it. 

•  Matthew  xxii.  3.  Luke  xiv.  18. 
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ture  as  pro&ne,  a  despiser  of  his  birth-right,  and  an 
example  of  one  who  repented  not  till  it  was  too  late; 
and  he  is  proposed  as  a  warning  to  us,  not  to  despise 
or  abuse  the  mercy  of  God,  lest  our  doom  should  be 
irreversibly  determined.!  Proud  contempt  of  a  free 
salvation,  idolatrous  love  of  earthly  objects,  and  pro- 
fane disregard  for  spiritual  blessings,  are  the  real  mo- 
tives of  men's  rejecting  the  gospel;  and  therefore  no 
unknown  purpose  of  God  is  allowed  as  an  excuse.  It 
is  true,  the  Elect  were  of  the  same  disposition,  and 
bad  they  been  left  to  themselves,  would  have  made  the 
same  choice:  thus  ^*  boasting  is  excluded;"  and  God 
appears  glorious  in  justice  in  condemning  sinners,  but 
more  glorious  in  grace  in  saving  believers. 

'*  No  man  can  come  to  me,"  saith  our  Lord,  in  the 
discourse  from  which  our  text  is  taken,  **  except  the 
"  Father  which  hath  sent  me  draw  him." — **  They 
*^  shall  be  all  taught  of  God;  every  man  therefore,  that 
^*  hath  heard  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father,  cometh 
"  to  me."  We  are  here  informed  how  diis  otherwise 
insurmountable  hindrance  is  removed.  Men  are  drawn 
by  rational  inducements,  not  /breed  by  external  vio- 
lence:  and  this  drawing  is  effected  by  the'  communi- 
cation, not  of  new  faculties,  but  of  new  dispositions 
and  discoveries,  which  give  a  new  direction  to  the 
judgment,  desires,  and  affections.  They  are  taught  of 
Ood^  and  learn  of  the  Father  y  who  both  opens  the  eyes 
of  their  understanding,  takes  the  veil  from  their  heart, 
and  causes  his  light  to  shine  upon  them,  and  within 

•Heb.  xii.  17.         "^ 
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them.  Frequently  after  long  patience  with  theni)  and 
preserving  them  during  their  ungodly  cou  rse  of  life; 
in  some  cases,  when  they  are  grown  more  determined 
in  wickedness  than  ever,  and  it  might  be  supposed  they 
were  nigh  unto  destruction;  by  his  Hdy  Spirit  he 
shews  them  his  glorious  majesty  and  holiness,  their 
relations  and  obligations  to  him,  and  the  authority, 
extent,  and  reasonableness  of  his  law.  Thus  he  **  con- 
vinces them  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  X>[  judg- 
ment; *'  and  lays  open  the  eternal  world  to  their  view 
in  all  its  tremendous  importance:  till  alarmed  at  tbdr 
danger,  they  tremble  at  his  word,  and  take  warning 
•'  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.''   Their  tenor  is 
accompanied  by  humiliation  and  penitent  remorse, 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  teaches  them  the  odious  nature 
and  dreadful  tendencv  of  sin,  and  vileness  of  their  o\m 
conduct  and  character:  then  every  kind  and  degree 
of  reformation  and  amendment  proves  utterly  insuffi- 
cient to  appease  their  disquieted  consciences.    While 
others,  after  awakenings,  take  shelter  in  this  refuge  cf 
lies,  they  are  taught  to  exclaim,  •'  Wc  are  all  as  an 
**  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righteousnesses  arcasfil- 
''  thy  rags."  Thus  by  despair  of  atoning  for  the  past, 
or  justifying  themselves  before  a  holy  God,  by  such 
unholy  services,  they  become  cordially  willing  to  ac- 
cept of  a  free  salvation. 

They  discover  likewise,  that  personal  holiness  15 
absolutely  ncccsi>arv;  and  are  laui^ht  that  *'  the  LoRr 
*'  can  have  no  })Ieasurc  in  iniquity;"  r.nd  that  none  con 
be  meet  for  a  liolv  heaven  and  the  cniovmcnt  of  a  holv 
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God,  without  conformity  to  his  holiness.  Thus  they 
are  preserved  from  that  fatal  refuge  of  lies,  into  which 
the  love  of  sin  betrays  vast  numbers,  of  perverting  the 
doctrines  of  grace  into  a  reason  for  being  satisfied  in 
the  neglect  of  holiness.  At  the  same  time  they  are 
taught  of  God  their  own  utter  inability  to  obtain  this 
holiness,  except  from  him;  and  they  learn  to  prize 
sanctification  by  the  Spirit,  as  highly  as  redemption 
by  the  blood  of  Christ.  When  such  important  con- 
cerns engross  their  minds,  worldly  objects  seem  di- 
minished, and  they  learn  to  count  them  as  nothing  in 
comparison  of  the  salvation  of  their  souls:,  thus  they 
become  willing  to  deny  themselves,  to  forsake  all,  and 
to  follow  Christ,  bearing  their  cross;  whilst  others  pe- 
rish  in  the  vain  attempt  of  serving  God  and  Mammon, 
and  reconciling  the  interests  of  time  and  eternity. 

In  thb  manner  the  hindrances,  arising  from  the  pride 
and  corrupt  passions  of  the  heart,  being  efficaciously 
removed^  men  readily  learn  under  such  a  Teacher,  the 
grand  lesson  without  which  all  others  would  be  use- 
less, and  to  which  all  else  are  subordinate.  We  must 
mendon  one  thing  before  another;  but  it  is  notj  neces- 
8ary  to  determine  in  what  order  these  lessons  shall  be 
taught,  or  whether  more  speedily,  or  more  gradually. 
But  in  hb  own  time  and  manner,  tlie  divine  Spirit  will 
teach  every  elect  person,  the  nature,  truth,  and  glory 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  and  shew  him,  that  in  the  di- 
'vine  Saviour,  in  his  righteousness,  sacrifice,  interces- 
sion, and  grace,  all  he  wants,  or  can  desire,  is  contain- 
ed; '^  He  shall  glorify  me:  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine, 
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**  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you*"^^  Now  he  feels  an  ar« 
dent  longing  for  an  interest  in  Christ  and  all  his  bless- 
ings, and  fears  nothing  so  much  as  being  rejected* 
Now  he  makes,  trembling  perhaps,  his  earnest  appli-* 
cation;  ^'  Behold  he  prayeth!"  As  a  condenmed  cri« 
minali  a  perishing  sinner,  he  comes,  he  asks,  he  waits; 
he  persists  in  waiting  and  praying;  and,  giving  up 
every  other  hope,  he  says,  **  Lord,  to  whom  shall  I  go? 
*'  thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life."   Now  he  re- 
spects every  instruction,  observes  every  direction,  uses 
every  means,  watches  against  every  sin,  attends  to 
every  duty;  yet  trusts  in  nothing  but  the  free  mercy  of 
God  through  the  redemption  of  his  Son,  whom  he  de* 
sires  ^^  to  be  made  unto  him,  wisdom,  and  righteous- 
'*  ness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption."  Now  he 
is  very  apt  to  suspect  that  he  does  not  ask  and  seek  in 
a  proper  manner,  and  becomes  jealous  of  himself  lest 
he  should  be  deceived:  and  though  he  longs  for  relief 
from  the  burden  of  his  guilt,  yet  he  fears  a  false  peace; 
and  still  seeks  for  more  earnestness  and  deeper  humi- 
liation. He  will  take  no  denial,  yield  to  no  discourage- 
ment, and  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  all  that 
Christ  died  to  purchase  and  is  exalted  to  bestow:  par- 
don, righteousness,  holiness,  liberty,  victor}^  and  eter- 
nal life.  Thus  all,  whom  the  Father  hath  given  unto 
Christ,  being  taught  and  drawn  of  G(^,  come  unto 
him,  receive  him,  and  walk  in  him. — But  is  this  cur 
experience,  or  is  it  not?  It  is  for  substance,  though 
with  circumstantial  variations,  I  trust,  the  experience 
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c^all  true  christians:  and  yet  I  fear  that  very  many » who 
are  zealous  for  these  doctrines,  continue  strange^  to 
this  method  of  coming  day  by  day  to  Christ  for  hb 
complete  salvation.^  I  proceed, 

.  IV,  To  observe  that  Christ  will  most  cxr- 

TAIKLY  RECEIVE  ALL  WHO  COME  UNTO  HIM.  Thi9 

is  here  most  emphatically  declared,  *^  him  that  com* 
fVetb  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out;''  and  the 
Rouble  negation  in  the  original  is  still  more  expressive* 
Had  the  vilest  sinner,  who  ever  trembled  with  the 
de^rate  apprehensions  of  having  ginned  beyond  s41 
reach  of  mercy,  been  allowed  to  draw  up  a  clause  for 
fais  own  encouragement  in  coming  to  the'  Saviour,  he 
tould  scarcely  have  worded  it  more  favourably.  Im- 
apne  the  basest  character,  which  ever  disgraced  hu* 
manity  and  scourged  the  world;  one  grown  hoary  in 


^  *  As  the  godly  consideradon  of  predestination  and  our  elec* 

*  tion  in  Christ,  is  full  of  sweet>  pleasant,  and  unspeakable  com* 

<  fort  to  godly  persons,  and  such  as  feel  in  themsetvci  the  work* 

<  ing  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  mortifying  the  works  of  the  flesh, 
'  and  their  earthly  members,  and  drawing  up  their  minds  to 

*  high  and  heavenly  things;  as  well  because  it  doth  greatly  ea- 

*  tablish  and  confirm  their  faith  of  eternal  salvation,  to  be  en* 

<  jc^ed  through  Christ,  as  because  it  doth  fervently  kindle  their 
^  love  towards  God:  so  for  curious  and  carnal  personsi  lacking 
^  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  to  have  continually  before  their  eyes  the 
'  sentence  of  God's  predestination,  b  a  most  dangerous  down* 

*  hi  whereby  the  devil  doth  thrust  them  into  desperation,  or 

*  Into  wretchlessnesa  of  unclean  living,  no  less  perUous  than 

*  desperation.  (17th  Article.) 
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miihipltad  rapines,  murders,  adulteries,  rapes,  and  un*, 
"al  lusts;  and  breathing  out  perjuries  and  bias*, 
phemies,  as  if  ambitious  of  pre-eminence  in  pro&ne* 
nesii  if  evtfi  thife  nxan  tndjr 'dt»Mi«b-1Sb)^  ^  be;«fl 
"  m  HO  ww^  cuit  him  out."  Suppose  the  most  con-, 
siimmate  villainy,  to  the  very  verge  of  life,  carried  oa_ , 
Under  the  broad  vizor  of  designed  hypocrisy;  or  some 
wretch,  emboldened  in  sin  by  the  very  gospel  itself, 
who  had  given  such  scandul,  that  thousands  in  b^ 
should  oirse  him  as  the  occasion  of  their  perdition; 
6r  some  vile  apostate,  some  Judas,  who  had  betrayed 
alid  sold  his  Lord.  If  even  such  persons  really  conie 
to  Christ,  in  the  manner  that  hath  been  described,  bc 
will,  he  can  "  in  no  wise  cast  them  out.'*  He  cannot 
alter  the  word,  that  is  gone  out  of  his  lips,  I  determine 
not  whether  they  ever  do  actually  come,  or  whether 
it  is  much  to  be  expected  that  they  shbuld;  for  "  Ukr 
**  is  a  sin  unto  death,"  and  "  it  is  impossible  to  rcoew 
"  some  unto  repentance."  But  did  they  come,  even 
at  the  last  hour,  they  should  in  no  wise  be  cast  out;  (o^ 
tliere  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the  gospel  to  ex- 
clude them  from  mercy.  Should  there  then  bc  Mje 
present,  who  is  ready  to  despair,  and  trembles  to  ap- 
prbach  the  mercy-scat,  because  he  expects  and  dreads 
a  repulse;  let  him  make  the  trial,  and  plead  tiie  pro- 
mise, and  wait  the  Lord's  time  in  his  way;  and  be 
bhall  find,  that  neither  aggravated  guilt,  nor  strong 
corruptions,  nor  inveterate  evil  habits,  can  exclude 
Iiim  from  this  full  and  free  salvation. 

N9  man  has  the  least  occasion  in  such  circumstan- 
ces to  enquire  previously,  lyHcther  be  be  dcct,  irfiich 
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he  cannot  possibly  know  in  this  stage  of  his  expcri- 
ence.  He  needs  only  to  ask  himself;  am  I  sincerely 
willing  to  be  saved  irom  sin»  and  all  its  consequences, 
in  the  humbling  self-denying  method  of  the  gospel? 
do  I  believe  that  Jesus,  and  he  alone,  is  s^ble  thus  to 
save  me?  do  I  apply  to  him  and  trust  in  him  for  these 
things?  and  do  I  observe  his  directions,  and  use  the 
means  which  he  hath  appointed  for  that  end?  Every 
.approach  to  a  temper  and  conduct  so  opposite  to  cor-* 
rupt  nature  must  be  from  some  kind  or  degree  of  iii- 
fluence  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  whatever  Jooks  like  it 
should  be  in  a  measure  encouraged.  But  as  many  prp- 
xnising  appearances  are  blighted,  and  the  Scripture 
speaks  of  such  as  *^  had  been  partakers  of  the  Holy 
/^  Ghost,  and  had  tasted  the  good  word  of  God,  and 
*'  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come^  who  yet  fell  away;  *' 
we  are  constrained  to  add  that  not  every  operation  of 
this  kind  is  that  good  work,  which  distinguishes  the 
chosen  people  of  God. — Nay,  probably  few  perish, 
where  the  word  of  God  is  fully  preached,  without 
many  awakenings,  many  fears,  many  desires,  yea,  and 
XD^y  feeble  endeavours,  which  are  all  subdued  and 
extinguished  "  through  the  love  of  sin.'*  "  Strive  to 
"  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate;  for  many,  I  say  unto  you, 
'^  shall  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able."  Yet 
a3  far  as  there  is  any  tendency  to  good  in  these  things, 
they  are  to  be  ascribed  to  a  good  cause:  and  not  only 
•*  hating  the  light,"  and  acting  in  defianoe  of  their  own 
consciences,  but  also  "  resisting  the  Holy  Ghost," 
will  be  found  among  the  aggravations  of  $in,  in  many 
that  perish  at  the  day  of  juc^ment. 
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Nor  are  fhey  who  are  aavcd,  free  firom  the  aame 
guilt;  but  in  them^  grace  pro¥€£svitetorioiMt  and 
RSisted,  b^Yinoibte  efficacy  it  gahtt'the  msMduie}^ 
^-/riiisdisfiriguislung  w<«rk  of  G<id,  will  in  timeiheir 
itselft  and  nnke  it  evident  that  the  nudi  was  dkiinmaiM 
taught  of  God  in  coining  'to  Christ  HenceyWttoi  aH 
afe  invited,  ncme  will  come  but  they  who  ak«  ^uWf»^ 
none  are  mlBng^kidX  aa  made  itiiiEE»^  by  Gkid:  he 
makes  mme  willing  but  lAe  ^tieat  he  would.faate  al 
encouraged,  who  are^wiMiiig:  he  Witt  ha¥^  all  fifatncik 
left  without  fiLCUse:  no  ofie^  know  his  eketiQili,  i««l 
by  hi9' vooatkm;  nor  his  vocation^  untH  he Ittth  ieiiia^r 
come  to  Christ:  and  there  is  tt&  yi^  to  «tiTOflr  theifc 
ends,  but  by  ^free  and  urj^t  irii^itatiMs,  cMtrictttMi 
^th.  warnings,  ki8tructions,'eidkMrtalidbiy«^ 
tulations.  If  this  style  <rf*  address  be  hM  aStoiNo^^  ^ 
^*  quench  the  smoking  flax,  and  break  the  bruised 
^<  reed:''  for  the  trembling  sinner  will  be  apt  to  say, 
*  if  any  poor  sinner,  may  not  come,  how  can  I  know 
^that  I  may?  for  I  know  not  that  I  am  elected:  But  if 
^  every  one  is  invited  then  I  may  come,  and  now  I  aib 
heartily  willing,  and  this  gives  me  encouragement/ 

Many  are  zealous  for  the  system,  who  do  not  un- 
derstand 'the  arguments,  by  which  it  is  maintained;  biit 
he  that  does,  will  allow  that  this  question  is  the  very 
knot  of  the  whole  controversy;  Who  makes  man  ml- 
ling  to  be  saved  m  the  method  of  the  gospel?*  If  any 


*  *  I  say,  in  the  method  qf  the  gasfiel:  For  every  man  is  wil- 
Bug  to  be  siiYed  from  misery  and  made  happy,  if  it  may  bat 
be  in  some  >yay  of  his  own,  either  fiiyouraUe  to  his  pride,  or  ft 
hi9  loine  of  sin. 
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lutural  preferable  disposition,  or  any  improvement  of 
nature,  contribute  to  produce  tins  wi/lingvesSf  then  the 
doctrines  generally  called  Arminiunism  miu>t  be  tniC| 
and  boasdng  must  be  introduced.  But  if  God  alone 
produce  this  willingness  without  any  help,  and  not- 
withstanding  every  hindrance,  from  man's  evil  nature, 
then  the  grand  principles  of  Calvinism  are  established^ 
and  boasting  is  excluded.  Notions  in  the  head  indeed 
do  not  always  suitably  influence  the  heart  and  conduct 
Many  of  those  who  are  called,  and  who  call  themselves, 
Arminians,  are  far  from  boasdng,  nay,  are  remarkably 
pious  andhumble:  and  too  many  Calvinists  are  haughty^ 
dogmatical,  censorious,  and  contentious.  But  a  humble 
believer  in  Jesus  is  a  brother,  and  entitled  to  our  cor- 
dial love,  though  he  cannot  subscribe  our  whole  creed# 
This,  however,  being  the  real  question,  it  contains 
nothing  that  militates  against  invitations:  we  invite  all 
that  ivill  to  come  to  Christ  for  his  salvation;  and  as  it 
18  not  necessary  to  make  any  limitation  in  resptct  of  the 
ufrwiUing^  who  sufficiendy  distinguish  themselves;  so 
we  ^e  the  invitation  in  all  respects  general  and  un- 
encumbered;— ^'  As  many  as  ye  shall  find  bid  to  the 
"marriage.^'  My  fellow  sinners,  ii'  you  are  willing, 
you  will  seek  our  merciful  Saviour,  and  you  shall  find 
mercy  and  grace:  but  if  any  of  you  are  not  willing, 
raise  no  slander  against  him;  charge  him  not  with  un- 
willingness, but  be«  sure  the  fault  is  entirely  your  own. 
•—I  proceed  then, 

V.  To  observe,  that   Christ*s    commission 

RBACHETH  TO  TfiE  INFALLIBLE    AND    EVERLAS^- 
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UTG  SALVATION  OF  THX  BODY  AND  SOUL  OF  BVSRr 
INDIVIDUAL,  WBO 16  GIVEN  TOHIX, 8SSS  9IU,  AND 

BBLiBvxs  ON  HIM;  ^'  Tius  IS  thc  Fj8ther's  will  which 
^^  hath  sent  me,  dial  of  aH  which  he  hath  g^ven  mei  I 
^*  ahouU  lose  nothings  but  should  raise  it  up  again  at 
^<  the  last  day.  And  thisis  the  will  of  lum  that  sent 
f*  me,  tfai^  every  one  which  seeth  the  Son,  and  be* 
^^lievedi  on  him,  should  have  everlasting  life,  and  I 
<^  will  ruse  htm  up  at  the  last  day."  Indped  this  una- 
voidably fidlows  firdm  all  that  hath  be^i  already  dis» 
courted;  and  likewise  from  the  unchangeable  wiadom, 
fiuthfulnesa,  and  love  of  God;  and  from  lus  proouse, 
tcovenant  and  counsel,  >'  confirmed  with  an  oath:  diat 

*  by  two  immutable  thmgs,  in  which  it  was  impossUe 
'  for  Grod  to  lie;  we  might  have  a  strcN^  consohtioo 

*  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  b^  hold  upon  Ae  hope 
^  set  before  us;  which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of 

*  the  soul  both  sure  and  stedfast/»* — "  Whom  he  did 
'  foreknow,  he  did  also  predestinate  to  be  conformed 

*  to  the  image  of  his  Son, — ^Morcover  whom  he  did 
'  predestinate  them  he  also  called:  and  whom  he  called 

*  them  he  also  justified,  and  whom  he  justified  them 

*  he  also  glorified.  What  shall  we  say  then  to  these 

*  things?  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us? 

*  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 

*  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  fircely  give 

*  us  all  things?  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
'  of  God^s  elect?  It  is  God  thatjustifieth.''^^'  Who 
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^*  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?— For  I 
*'  am  persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels^ 
"  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present; 
**  not"  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any 
'^  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the 
'*  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.''* 
To  object,  that  though  nothing  else  can,  our  own  sin 
may  separate  us  from  Christ,  is  a  mere  evasion;  for 
nothing  has  any  ^tendency  ta  separate  betwixt  Christ 
and  the  believer  but  sin^  or  as  it  powerfully  tempts 
him  to  sin. 

In  like  manner  Peter  confirms  die  doctrine  of  his 
**  beloved  brother  Paul,'*  at  the  vci:y  opening  of  his 
first  epistle,  which  begins  in  this  manner:  "  To  the 
strangers, — elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge 
of  God  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the 
'*  Spirit  unto  obedience,  and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of 
*'  Jesus — Grace  unto  you  and  peace  be  multiplied. 
^'  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  oqr  Lord  Jesus 
^*  Christ,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath 
**  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by«the  resur- 
^'  rection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead;  to  an  inheri*  ^ 
*^  tance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
**  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you,  who  are  kept 
**  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation. ^^\ 
And  again,  ^^Unto  you  that  believe  lie  is  precious; 
*^  but  unto  them  that  be  disobedient,  the  stone  which 
^'  the  builders  disallowed,*the  samp  is  made  the  head 
^*  of  the  corner;  and  a  stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock 

•  Rom,  viii.  29—39.      f  1  Pet.  i.  1—5.  Cgmp.  Luke  xxii.  S3» 
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^  of  ffftnoe,  even  to  tfaem  wluch  stumble  irt  ijkit  y/mfif 
H  beti^disobedieiit  whereunto  akath^wercfipfiomt' 

^  an  holy  nation^  diat  ye  should  abew  ftMrtb  the  pcuaes 
^  of  him,  who  hath  called  you  .out  of  darknesa  into 
<*  bis  marvellous  light.  V4^  ^for  God  l^sd  noHia/^mi^ 
^[td^xm  to  wrath  but  to  obtain  aalvatioB  by  aw  Lad 
*^  Jesus  Christ  ^^t  Thus  Mketviaeaayianoibcr  Hpostfe» 
*^'  Of  Aif  oim  TKfii/,  begatte  uswidi  the  woid  oftradii 
**  that  we  should  be  a  kind  of  first  fruits  oEhia  cm- 
'^tures."j:  And  our  Lord  himself  sajrs*  **iMydMep 
^*  hear  nly  Vpice,  and  I  know  them  skodthey  IhUowjDc; 
*^  and  I  give  untothem  eternal  life,  and  dicy  ahaBqeier 
^  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them  oul;  of  i^rihaodi 
'^  My  Father  who  gave  them  me,  is  gftattr  jrt—i  sB, 
^^  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my.  Father^ 
*'  hand.  I  and  my  Father  are  One."||  The  only  way, 
in  which  Satan,  or  any  other  enemy,  can  endeavour  to 
pluck  the  sheep  out  of  Christ's  hand,  is  by  temptii^ 
them  to  wilful  and- final  apostacy:  but  in  this  attempt 
every  enemy  must  be  unsuccessful,  according  to  the 
obvious  meaning  of  such  express  and  absolute  pro- 
,  mises:  and  if  tliis  conclusion  may  not  be  deduced  from 
them;  both  these,  and  all  otiier  numerous  Scriptures, 
which  are  calcqlated  to  give  a  strong  consolation  to 
them  who  flee  for  refuge  to  Christ,  not   providing 
against  this  only  danger,  mean  just  nothing  at  all 
What  though  many  professors  apostatize?  Who  can 

*  1  Pet  ii.  r— 10.         t  1  Thcss.  v.  9,        |  James  L  IS. 
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^varrant  their  preceding  sincerity?  **  They  went  out 
**  from  us,  because  they  were  not  qfuSj^*  sayar  onb 
apostle.  *'  There  must  be  heresies"  (false  teachers  and 
false  doctrines)  ^^  that  they  that  are  approved  may  be 
*'  made  manifest,''  says  another.  But  surely  this  is  not 
applicable  to  all  who  decline  in  their  profession.  Let 
us  then  suppose  the  persons  in  quesdon,  not  to  be  apos^ 
tates,  but  backsliders.  Can  we  positively  say,  this  or 
that  man  dies  impenitent?  Such  decisions  belong  to 
God,  not  to  us.  Without  all  doubt,  if  a  professed  chris- 
tian turns  aside  to  notorious  sin,  or  throws  up  his  re- 
figion,  and  live  and  die  impenitent,  he  will  perish  ever- 
lastingly: for  he  alone,  *'  who  endureth  unto  the  end 
*'  shall  be  saved."  The  dDctrine  of  final  perseverance 
is  not  at  all  concerned  in  this  case;  for  the  man's  apos- 
tacy  is  the  detection  of  his  hypocrisy:  and  the  only 
question  is  whether'God  hath  not  in  bis  word,  engaged 
to  preserve  all  real  believers  from  thus  finally  departing 
firomhim? 

Except  a  man  be  truly  converted,  he  can  persevere 
•nly  in  open  ungodliness  or  in  hypocrisy:  except  he 
have  scriptural  evidence  of  his  conversion,  be  cannot 
warrantably  conclude  any  thing  concerning  his  perse- 
verance: and  if  any  one,  while  living  in  habitual  sin,  or 
in  a  negligent  and  slothlul  manner,  encourages  himself 
by  this  doctrine,  he  is  guilty  of  awful  presumption. 
But  the  true  Christian,  habitually  ^and  sincerely  abiding 
ill  Christ,  and  walking  in  all  his  ordinances  and  com- 
mandments; amidst  his  sharp  conflicts  with  corruption 
and  temptation,  and  his  fears  of  future  consequences, 
may  find  a  most  reviving  cordial  to  refiresh  his  droop- 

Vol.  II.  4  B 
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ing  spirits,  and  renew  bis  strength,  from  the  assunnce 
that  Christ  will  make  him  at  lenglli  more  than  con- 
queror, and  ^'  preserve  him  from  every  evil  work  unto 
^'  bis  heavenly  kingdom." 

The  stony-ground  hearers,  however  flourishing, 
having  no  root  in  themselves^  must  one  day  wither 
away.  The  ground  overgrown  with  thorns,  the  em- 
blem of  worldly  professors,  will  *^  bear  no  firuit  to  per- 
"  fection.''  But  they  who  receive  the  seed  in  good 
ground,  in  an  honest  and  good  hearty  made  such  by 
divine  grace,  will  '^  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience.^^ 
^^  Whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give 
*^  him,"  says  our  Lord  to  the  woman  of  Samaria, 
meaning  especially  the  Spirit  of  life  and  holiness, 
^^  shall  never  thirst,  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give 
^^  him,  shall  be  in  him  a  lyell  of  water,  springing  up 
*'  into  everbsting  life."  It  will  spring  up  in  all  holy 
affections,  and  flow  forth  in  all  holy  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions,  until  it  be  perfected  in  eternal  glory.* 

The  real  Christian  is  generally  very  far  from  think- 
ing he  has  attained  perfection.  As  a  poor  sinner,  he 
sill  feels  abundant  cause  for  the  daily  exercise  of  re- 
pentance and  faith;  and  he  daily  needs  the  free  mercy 
of  the  Father,  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son,  and 
fresh  supplies  of  tl^  grace  of  the  Spirit,  He  has  occa- 
sion for  constant  watchfulness  and  prayer,  and  he  often 
wants  reproof  and  chastisement.  Seasons  of  slackness 
and  instances  of  transgression,  he  has  to  mourn  over: 


*  Johniv.  U.  vii.  37— 39. 


and  if  he  steps  farther  out  of  the  ^vay,  his  security  lies 
in  the  following  promises  and  assurances: — **  As  many 
^*  as  I  love  I  rebuke  and  chasten.''  .  ^^  They  shall  be 
^*  njy  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God;  and  I  will  givej 
**  them  one  heart  and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear  me 
"  for  ever,  for  the  good  of  them  and  of  their  children 
'^  after  them:  and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant 
^f  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to 
**  do  them  good,  and  I  ivill  put  my  fear  into  their 
**  heartSy  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me.*^*  For 
in  this  manner,  the  Lord  brings  back  his  offending 
children  with  weeping  and  supplication.  The  final 
perseverance  of  all,  who  hold  certain  doctrines,  rekite 
plausible  experiences,  or  make  a  credible  profes^on, 
eannot  be^made  to  consist  with  matter  of  fact.  But 
the  final  perseverance  of  the  true  penitent  believer  in 
Christ,  who  is  delivered  from  the  dominion  of  sin; 
who  through  faith  in  Christ  has  in  some  degree  over- 
come the  world,  and  aspires  after  a  more  complete 
victory;  who  has  learned  to  hate  all  sin,  and  delight  in 
the  law  of  God,  and  is  hungering  and  thirsting  after 
righteousness,  is  doubtless  a  truth  of  God's  word. 
Yea,  without  a  peradventure,  the  meanest,  feeblest, 
true  believer  on  earth  shall  infallibly  ^^  be  kept  by  the 
"  power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation."  "  For 
'*  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  sent  me,  that  of  all  whom 
^^  he  hath  given  me  I  should  lose  nothing,  but  should 
'*  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last  day." 
And  this  leads  me, 

♦  Jcr.  xxxii.  d8-«-40. 
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v..  To  observe,— That  all  this  is  ferfectij 

CONSISTENT    WITH    MANY    THINGS    WHICH    SOMB 

oBJ£<ST  TO,, AS  Arkinianism. — It  is  suipri^ng  to 
hear  some,  who  profesft  tbemselvts  Calvinists,  in 
doubt  jtvhether  theb  principles  be  cwsistcnt  with  the 
government  of  the  world  by  rewards  and  punishments, 
proposed  as  motives  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  mankind. 
— Surely  if  the  Bible  do,  in  any  part  of  it,  teach  those 
doctrines,  which  are  commonly  denominated  Calvi- 
nism, they  must  implicitly  pervade  the  whole  of  it; 
and  we  can  have  no  occasion  to  resort  to  an  opposite 
ssystem,  in  order  to  explain  any  part  6f  the  sacred 
volume.    For  what  reason,  can  pny  one  suppose  that 
punishment  is  less  deserved  on  these  principles  than 
on  the  other?   The  foreknowledge  or  secret  purpose 
of  God  is  not  the  effective  cause,  or  inducing  motive, 
of  any  man's  rebellion,  impenitence,  and  rejection  of 
the  gospel;  and  therefore  cannot  form  an  excuse  for 
them,  or  render  his  condemnation  less  just.  This  de- 
cree neither  deprives  him  of  any  thing  good  >n  liich  he 
cither  possessed  or  merited,  nor  puts  any  ^rr/Y  disposi- 
tion into  his  heart.    The  Lord  mcrelv  determines  to 
leave  the  sinner  to  himself;  without  anv  efficacious 
unmerited  interposition,  to  prevent  him  from  destroy- 
ing  himself  by  his  voluntary  wickedness  and  obstinacy. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  man  must  deviate  very  far  indeed 
from  the  whole  scheme  of  Christianity,  who  supposes 
that  the  reivard  of  a  believing  sinner  is  merited.  Many 
Arniinians  allow  as  expressly,  though  perhaps  not 
quite  so  consistently,  as  the  Calvinists,  that  the  re 
ward  is  not  of  debt,  but  of  grace.    Fear  of  future  ru- 


nishment,  ye^,  hope  of  future  reward  (though  blind 
and  presumptuous)  answer,  even  respecting  those  who 
eventually  perish,  important  purposes  in  God's  provi- 
dence, exactly  the  same  upon  one  scheme  as  the  other. 
They  are  not  effectual  for  the  salvation  of  the  ungodly; 
but  they  keep  mankind  in  some  measure  of  order,  and 
prevent  much  wickedness:  for,  what  a  world  would  it 
be,  were  all  the  wicked  entirely  liberated  from  the  fear 
of  future  punishment,  or  wholly  desperatel  At  the 
same  time  the  Lord,  in  calling  his  Elect  and  in  pre* 
serving  them  in  his  ways,  draws  them  on,  and  efiects 
his  purposes  of  love,  in  a  considerable  degree  by  means 
of  their  hopes  of  future  happiness  and  fears  of  future 
misery. 

What  then  is  there  in  these  doctrines  inconsistent 
ivith  charging  guilt  upon  men's  consciences?  warning 
them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come?  laying  open  the 
law  as  the  ministration  of  condemnation?  calling  upon 
sinners  to  repent  and  believe  the  gospel,  and  exhorting 
them  to  '*  labour  for  the  meat  which  endureth  unto 
"  everlasting  life,''  to  **  -strive  to  enter  in  at  the  sti^t 
**  gate,''  to  search  die  Scriptures,  to  pray,  "  to  press 
'^  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to  forsake  their  sins, 
«  and  to  separate  from  sinners?"  These  are  the  ap- 
pomted  means,  which,  in  all  ages  have  been  owned  by 
God  for  the  conviction  of  sinners;  and  though,  with- 
out supernatural  grace,  they  prove  insufficient  to  over- 
come man's  strong  corruption,  yet  they  are  suitable 
means;  as  suitable  as  ploughing  and  sowing  to  pro- 
cure the  crop,  though  here  also  God  only  can  give  the 
increase;  so  suitable,  that  in  the  mouth  of  .the  prisoner 
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Paul  they  made  even  a  proud  Felix  tremble,  and  aU 
most  persuadtd  Agrippa  to  be  a  Christiaiu 

What  is  there  inconsistent  with  invidng  simiers  to 
come  to  Christ?  with  warning  them  not  to  neglect 
such  great  salvation,  not  to  refuse  him  that  speaketb? 
or  with  declaring  that  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  than  for  those  who  reject  the 
gospel?  What,  inconsistent  with  exhorting  men  to 
"  examine  themselves  whether  they  be  in  the  faith?" 
and  to  '^  look  diligently  lest  any  man  fail  of  the  grace 
**  of  God?"  "  to  give  diligence,  to  make  their  calling 
'^  and  election  sure,"  and  to  be  careful  that  no  man 
deceive  them,  and  that  they  do  not  deceive  themselves? 
What,  inconsistent  with  distinguishing  between  the 
true  christian  and  the  hypocrite?  with  exhorting  chris- 
tians to  adorn  their  profession,  to  glorify  God,  to  let 
their  light  shine  before  men,  to  be  faithful  in  the  un- 
righteous mammon,  to  redeem  their  time,  to  walk 
circumspccily,  to  beware  of  growing  negligent;  to 
press  forward,  and  to  be  ready  to  every  good  work? 
What  inconsistent,  with  declaring  that  **  hereby  wc 
**  know  the  children  of  God,  and  the  children  of  the 
*'  devil;  every  one  that  doethnot  righteousness,  is  not 
'*  of  God,"  "  Every  one  that  committeth  sin  is  of  the 
''  devil?" 

Finally,  what  is  there  inconsistent  with  discoursing 
to  christians  very  particularly  concerning  the  christian 
temper  and  walk?  concerning  relati\e  duties  and  all 
other  duties;  and  admonishint^  persuading,  reproxing, 
beseechinp;,  exhorting  them,  in  every  method,  anc*  by 
every  motive,  "  to  walk  worthy  of  God,  who  hath 
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"  called  them  to  his  kingdom  and  glory?' ^  There  must 
be  a  vast  disadvantage  in  arguing  against  these  things, 
which  are  so  fully  handled  in  the  Scriptures,  and  arc 
so  naturally  expressed  m  scriptural  terms:  and  if  we 
be  proved  inconsistent,  we  have  this  consolation,  that 
every  writer  in  the  sacred  Scriptures  will  share  the 
same  censure.  But  in  one  word,  are  means  any  part 
of  Grod's  plan?*  If  they  are  not:  the  argument  not  onh' 
concludes  against  practical  preachings  but  against  aii 
preaching:  and  we  may  give  oyer  ploughing  our  fields, 
eating  our  food,  and  taking  medicine. t  But  if  means 
as  well  as  ends  are  provided  for  in  the  divine  counsels; 
then  these  doctrines  form  as  firm  a  foundation  for  all 
c!xhortations,  instructions,  warnings,  invitations,  and 


•  That  is,  Did  God  predestinate  the  end,  w//A  or  without  re- 
Jlerenee  to  the  means,  by  which  he  intended  to  accomplish  it? 

t  The  apostle  Paul  was  assured,  in  a  vision,  that  the  life  of 
every  individual  who  sailed  with  him  should  be  preserved:  yet 
afterwards  he  declared  as  positively,  That "  except  the  seamen 
<*  continued  in  the  ship,  they  could  not  be  saved."  (Acts  xxvii. 
34,31.)  Was  the  event  then  doubtful?  Was  there  any  altera- 
tion in  the  purpose  of  God?  Was  the  apostle  inconsistent?  Or 
did  the  passengers  act  rationally,  when,  without  hesitation,  they 
went  and  cut  the  cords,  and  let  the  boat  fall  into  the  sea,  thus 
defeating  the  intention  of  the  sailors? 

This  was  (as  a  friend  observed  to  me)  common  sense,  whicli 
is  a  very  different  thing  from  the  vain  reasonings  of  men  in 
aaatters  of  religion.  The  truth  is,  God  determined  to  save  the 
lives  of  Paul  and  those  that  sailed  with  him;  but  he  determined 
to  save  them  in  this  firccite  manner^  and  in  no  ether:  and  the 
means  were  as  infallibly  deci'eed  as  the  event. 
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expostulations  of  the  preacher,  and  for  :ill  ditigeno^l 
and  watchfulness,  and  activity  of  tlu:  hearer,  as  Uie  op- 
po^te  tenets;  and  if  true,  no  doubt  they  give  an  advan- 
tage in  enforcing  all  these  topicks;  for  oror  can  never 
promote  holiness,  and  truth  cim  never  subvert  it.  In- 
deed,  besides  the  native  tendency  of  these  means,  tlicre 
appears  a  more  close  connection  of  the  means  with 
tlie  blessing,  from  the  consideration  that  the  same  Lord 
who  appointed  them,  hath  promised  ihc  blessing,  and  ' 
inclines  tlie  heart  to  use  them.  1 

And  now  in  applying  the  subject  I  would  obser\'e, 
1.  That  while  numbers  argue  with  the  greatest  ve. 
hemcnce  against  the  points  in  question,  and  ground- 
lessly  charge  them  with  implying  the  most  dishonour- 
able thoughts  of  God,  and  tending  to  the  most  perni- 
cious consequences:  others  are  ready  to  say,  in  extra- 
vagant zeal,  to  any  one  of  greater  moderation, '  liyou 
really  believe  these  doctrines,  why  do  you  iH-each  tbem 
so  sparingly,  cautiously,  and  practically?* — I  would 
desire  such  a  man  carefijUy  to  study  even  St.  Paul's 
Epistles,  and  to  answer  the  objection  himself.  Per- 
haps he  may  find  that  there  is  not  a  less  proportion  on 
such  subjects  in  our  sermons  and  pi^Ucations,  than 
in  his' writings;  and  tliat  he  as  carefolly  guards  them 
from  abuse,  and  connects  them  as  much  with  bcrfy 
practice,  as  wc  can  do.  We  generally  meet  with  a 
few  verses  in  an  Epistle  upon  the  doctrines  in  ques- 
tion; a  much  larger  proportion  upon  the  person,  love, 
and  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  on  futh  in  him;  :uid  whtde 
chapters  upon  a  holy  life  and  conversation:  and  if  wt 
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do  not  in  the  same  manner  proportion,  guard,  and 
connect  them,  hypocrites  will  abuse  them,  infidels 
ynH  despise  them,  and  the  weak  will  be  stumbled  In- 
deed they  are  not  at  all  proper  subjects  to  insist  on, 
when  we  preach  to  sinners,  to  prejudiced  hearers,  or 
newly-awakened  persons;  and  are  seldom  if  ever  found 
in  Scripture  explicitly  thus  addressed:  yet  a  great  part 
of  our  more  publick  minbtry  is  exercised  among 
such  persons.  Let  it  not  then  be  thought  carnal polic 
to  adapt  our  discourses  to  the  occasions  and  wants  of 
the  hearers,  while  nothing  inconsistent  with  truth  is. 
spoken,  nothing  profitable  kept  back.  Our  Lord  him- 
self says,  '*  I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  yoy^ 
**  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now:"  and  Paul  writes  to 
some,  who  were  prone  to  be  "  wise  in  their  own  con- 
^*  ceits."  '^  I  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto  spi- 
**  ritual,  but  as  unto  carnal. — I  have  fed  you  with 
'^  milk,  and  not  with  meat,  for  hitherto  ye  were  not 
^  able  to  bear  it;  neither  yet  arc  ye  now  able:"  and  he 
gives  a  reason  for  this  conduct,  which  proves  that  ma- 
ny in  most  congregations  are  not  able;  namely  the 
prevalence  of  strife  and  contention  among  them.^ 

2.  God's  secret  purposes  are  consistent  with  his 
revealed  declarations:  let  then  no  sinner  vainly  endea- 
vour to  excuse  his  sins,  or  quiet  his  conscience  by  an 
abuse  of  these  doctrines.  Though  the  salvation  of  the 
righteous  is  wholly  of  the  Lord,  the  damnation  of  the 
wicked  is  wholly  of  themselves:  and  if  the  lustre  of 

•  1  Cor.  iii.  1—4.  2  Peter  iii,  16. 
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se  truths  cta£zles  the  eyes  of  some  potH"  distressed 

iomc  weak  bcHtvers  or  enquirers;  let  them  turn 

attemion  to  anoihtr  part  of  divine  truth.    Still, 

[his  is  true,  "  Every  one  that  askelh  receiveth, 

and  he  that  5«keth  findeth,  and  to  him  that  knock- 

:th  it  shall  be  opened."* 

3.  How  careful  should  we  be  to  ascertain  the  reali. 
of  our  conversion,  before  we  take  the  comfort  of 
■severance.'  An  error  in  this  matter  proves  fatal  to 
lusands,  who,  mistaking  some  transient  emotions 

and  afi'ections  for  a  saving  change,  buoy  up  their  hopes 
to  the  end  by  abusing  these  truths,  and  perish  with  "a 
"  lie  in  their  right  hand."  And  let  it  be  especially  ob- 
served, that  the  scriptural  way  of  making  our  calling 
and  election  sure,  is,  by  giving  all  diligence,  not  only 
in  tlie  means  of  grace,  but  in  following  after  holiness, 
and  abounding  in  every  good  work.f 

4.  'i'he  native  tendency  of  these  doctrines,  (as  coin- 
plelely  excluding  boasting,  leading  us  to  ascribe  all  the 
glory  of  contriving,  preparing,  revealing,  and  applying 
salvation  wholly  to  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  thf 
Holy  Spirit;  and  thus  producing  deeper  humiliation, 
and  inspiring  more  lively  gratitude,  than  any  other 
scheme,)  forms  their  chief  excellency.  Did  we  entire- 
ly and  constantly  live  under  their  influence,  we  could 

•  '  VVe  must  receive  Gotl'a  promises  id  such  wise  as  they 

*  be  generally  set  forth  in  lioly  Scripture:  and  in  our  doin^  the 

*  win  of  God  is  to  be  followed,  which  we  have  expressly  Ue* 
'  cinred  unto  ws  in  the  word  of  God.*  (I?th  Article.) 

t  a  Peter  i.  3—11. 
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never  de^^ise  others,  admire  and  prefer  ourselves,  or 
be  angry  with  such  as  difiered  from.  us.  We  should 
*  *  in  meekness  instruct  those  who  oppose  themselves: " 
we  should  argue,  persuade,  and  exhort  them;  because 
these  are  the  means  God  hath  appointed,  and  we  may 
hope  for  his  blessing  on  them.  But  *^  as  the  wrath  of 
**  man  worktth  not  the  righteousness  of  God;"  we 
certainly  should  never  slander  or  revile  others,  or  con* 
tend  with  acrimony;  or  hold  up  an  opponent  to  deri« 
sion  and  contempt,  whilst  with  an  air  of  conscious 
superiority  (as  if  **  we  had  made  ourselves  to  diifer'') 
"we  plumed  ourselves  and  our  party  on  pre-eminent 
discernment^  if  not  integrity.  These  are  none  of  the 
Hieans  God  hath  appointed,  nor  can  we  expect  a  bless- 
ing on  them;  nor  can  they  do  credit  to  any  cause. 

Take  heed  therefore,  beloved,  that  your  zeal  for  the 
doctrines  do  not  lead  you  into  a  spirit  and  conduct  di» 
ametrically  opposite  to  tliat  humility,  compassion^ 
meekness,  and  gentleness,  which  they  are  calculated  to 
inspire. — If  Calvinists  dispute  with  acrinoouy;  pass 
hard  censures,  spread  slanderous  reports  about  others, 
judge  another  man's  servants,  and  be  quarrelsome  and 
implacable;  the  doctrines  they  profess  are  not  to  blame, 
nor  yet  their  belief  of  them.  The  unholy  slate  of  their 
hearts  is  the  sole  cause  of  the  mischief.  Yet  tlie  truth 
is  disgraced  through  their  misconduct:  and  one  mode- 
rate man,  who  loves  and  is  kind  toChristians  without  re* 
spect  of  party,  and  difiers  from  his  brethren  peaceably 
and  charitably,  where  constrained  to  differ;  and  whp 
adoi'ns  his  profession  by  a  holy  life  and  con  versation,  wilt 
do  more  even  in  bringing  others  cordially  and  intelligent- 


:e  his  sentiments,  than  tiventy  angry  dispu- 
hotiumour  the  pride  and  ihe  malignant  passions 
:       vn  party,  but  disgust  and  prejudice  the  minds 
liffer  from  them: — "  Put  on,  therefore,  as 
of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mer- 
',  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind,  meekness,  long 
Tering;  forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one 
lothcr,  if  any  man  hare  a  quarrel  against  any;  even 
i  Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye." — Neither  let 
le  inferred  from  your  conduct,  that  the  zeal  of  Cal- 
ists  is  chiefly  shewn  in  trying  to  proselyte  others  to 
ir  tenets;  but  that  they  are  far  less  active  in  seeking 
conversion  and  salvation  of  sinners,  than  tiieir  bre- 
;n  whom  they  call  Arnninians.    If  indeed  we  are 
true  believers,  God  hath  made  use  of  means  and  in- 
struments to  effect  the  purposes  of  his  everlasting  love 
towards  us:  and  what  is  there  in  our  peculiar  opinions, 
that  should  render  us  less  desirous  of  being  his  in- 
struments in  communicating  the  same  blessings  to 
others,  or  less  sanguine  in  our  expectations  of  success 
while  using  his  appointed  means?  And  what  other 
stimulus  can  we  want  to  excite  our  most  sclf-denying, 
perilous,  and  zealous  endeavours  to  spread  his  Gos- 
pel, than  the  special  distinguishing  love  of  God  our 
Saviour,  so  freely  shewn  in  delivering  us  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  and  calling  us  to  his  eternal  glory,  by 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord? 

Finally,  my  Brethren,  if  you  have  attained  to  a 
scriptural  assurance  of  your  calling  and  election,  give 
diligence  to  the  full  assurance  of  hope  unto  the  end: 
remember  from  what  a  dreadful  state  you  are  so  won- 
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derfuUy  delivered;  how  free  to  you  this  ddiverance; 
what  a  price  it  cost  your  Redeemer;  and  what  he  hath 
done  for  you,  and  prepared  for  you.  While  you  re- 
joice  in  the  Lord,  rejoice  likemse  in  your  tribulations, 
and  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  all 
your  conflicts  and  temptations:  and  let  ^*  the  love  of 
**  Christ  constrain  you  to  live  no  longer  to  yourselves, 
but  to  him,  who  died  for  you,  and  rose  again." 
Be  ye  therefore  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always  abound- 
*^  ing  in  the  work  of  the  Lord;  forasmuch  as  ye  know 
^  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
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itary  on  the  Biblci  it  is  unnecessary  to  recommend  his 
r  writings;  let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  the  same  piety,  per- 
:uity,  acquaintance  with  scripture  and  human  nature;  and 
letimes  greater  energy  of  expression,  are  conspicuous 
>ughouC  all  his  works.  Un  religion  and  subjects  connected 
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Sentiments  on  Resignation. 

The  pious  and  rehned  taste  of  christians  is  invited  to  this 
cscellcnt  performance,  and  to  a  subject  of  much  (though  little 
thought  of)  importance  to  the  Christian  Pilgrim.  It  is  writ- 
ten by  the  Rev.  Rosewell  Messinger,  Pastor  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  in  York,  District  of  Maine.  A  gentleman 
who  has  been  blind  four  years,  and  though  experiencing  ex- 
cruciating pain,  and  tiresome  debility,  produced  this  work  br 
aid  of  an  amanuensis.  The  publication  has  been  patronized 
by  a  great  number  of  respectable  characters  in  New  England. 
Subscribers  names  occupy  8  pages  of  the  book.  The  author 
Nays  he  is  forbidden  "  to  aspire  after  scientific  distinction^ 
While  Homer,  Milton,  and  baunderson  inherit  the  heights  of 
faint,  his  greatest  desire  is  to  be  found,  in  an  humble  attitude, 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus." 
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